
OOakridge Service Learning, an 

after-school 4-H club at Oakridge 

A l ternat ive  High School  in 

Muskegon County, received a Dow 

Chemical 4-H Youth Conservation 

grant from the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation to enhance its learning 

and community service activities.

Dow Chemical 4-H Youth 

Conservation grants, funded by a gift 

from the Dow Chemical Foundation, 

were also awarded to 4-H programs 

in Ingham and Alger counties.

Oakridge Service Learning 

focuses on service learning through 

community service, instruction, 

and reflection. 

“I have partnered with 4-H 

almost since beginning Oakridge 

Service Learning,” said Lynn Foster, 

teacher and 4-H volunteer for 

Oakridge Service Learning. “I write 

grants every year. It gives me the 

funds needed to teach in dynamic 

ways to help our students learn.”

Oakridge Alternative High 

School serves students who have 

been unsuccessful in traditional 

class settings.

“Our kids need a little extra 

to help change their path. They 

remember what they’ve learned 

through hands-on service learning. 

It also helps to keep them interested 

in school,” she said.

Youth in the program attended 

the 4-H Citizenship and Leadership 

workshop at Kettunen Center and 

participated in PASJ (Partnership 

for Activism and Social Justice).

Building from a past project, 

youth in the Oakridge Service 

Learning 4-H Club learned about 

the various conservation issues 

affecting their area through a pre-

sentation by a staff member at the 

Muskegon Conservation District. 

The teens then selected issues 

and decided to build a bird and 

butterfly habitat by planting plants 

native to their area. The area was 

restored for the birds and butterflies 

because the construction of busi-

nesses, housing and roads causes 

loss of natural habitats for these 

and other animals. This project 

helped provide habitat and food for 

birds and butterflies.

The garden was constructed 

using the “lasagna” or sheet com-

posting method. This is a no-dig, 

no-till organic gardening method 

that adds layers of organic materi-

als that cook down over time, result-

ing in rich, fluffy soil that will help 

plants thrive. 

Youth used teamwork and math 

and science lessons from school to 

carry out this project.

“They learned which plants 

attracted which birds and butter-

flies, how to design a garden and 

how to put in the garden. They 

really demonstrated teamwork to 

get the job done,” Foster said.

Students also made bird, but-

terfly and plant sketchbooks, and 

a scaled map of the garden. At the 

conclusion of the project, students 

wrote reflective essays to enrich the 

learning experience.

“The kids each kept a bird and 

butterfly sketchbook with 25 birds 

and butterflies they liked,” Foster said. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation is 

currently seeking grant applications 

for 2012-13. Grant applications, 

due Oct. 1 are available at www.

mi4hfdtn.org. (See page 11 for 

details on other mini-grants given 

for 2011-12 and grants currently 

available.)
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Oakridge Service Learning, an afterschool 4-H club in 
Muskegon County received a Dow Chemical 4-H 
Youth Conservation grant to enhance learning and 

community service.
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Vonda J. Marrow, formerly of Fairview, Pa., 

was named Michigan 4-H Foundation campaign 

director effective March1. Marrow, a Berrien County 

Michigan 4-H alumna, comes to the foundation from 

the Kanzius Cancer Research Foundation, where 

she served as director of philanthropic partnerships.  

She spent the past 13 years in major and planned gift fundraising roles for a 

diverse group of non-profits including Kentucky Wesleyan College, the Center 

for Hospice and Palliative Care, and the Indianapolis Zoological Society. Prior 

to her career in fund development, Marrow was a practicing attorney. She is 

a graduate of Adrian College and holds a juris doctor degree from Valparaiso 

University. As campaign director, Marrow will focus on long-range strategic 

priorities to advance the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s capital campaign goals 

and work to communicate 4-H’s broad vision and aspirations to others. 

Campaign director named

Corporate gifts to 4-H make a difference
Twenty percent of the support 

for Michigan 4-H in 2011-12 came 

from corporate and business orga-

nizations. Gifts can support areas of 

greatest need for 4-H, or donors may 

choose to sponsor specific programs 

that are aligned with a business’s 

interests and target audiences.

Corporate and business donors 

of $1,000 or more annually are 

recognized as Corporate Clover Club 

members. They are listed in Vantage, 

on the foundation’s website and in the 

annual report, and are recognized at 

the Clover Citation Luncheon.

The Michigan 4-H Foundation 

gratefully acknowledges and appreci-

ates 4-H gifts from the following cor-

porations and businesses in 2011-12 

(for the complete list, see page 12):

National 4-H Council continues 

to be a strong partner in leveraging 

corporate grant projects to support 

local 4-H programs. The New York 

Life Youth in Governance grant will 

help develop 18 new 4-H clubs in 

metro Detroit to expand programs 

for underserved youth to experience 

civic engagement opportunities. 

The Toyota 4-H20 project, now in 

its fifth year, promotes water quality 

education in local communities. 

The Wal-Mart Healthy Living grant 

promotes healthy lifestyles decisions 

and mobilizes youth to take action in 

nutrition, physical fitness and safety. 

Tractor Supply Company partnered 

with 4-H to sell 4-H paper clovers 

nationwide with the proceeds donated 

back to 4-H (see story on page 4).

The Dow Chemical Company 

Foundation sponsored 4-H Capitol 

Experience and also provided 4-H 

youth leadership grants in Bay, Isabella, 

Midland and Saginaw counties.

Jackson National Life Insurance 

Company has annually sponsored the 

Butterflies in the Garden exhibit at the 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. 

Michigan Farm Bureau continues 

to support the Award of the Clover 

providing local 4-H volunteer leader 

recognition annually.

The American Dairy Association 

of Michigan provided funds for 4-H 

dairy programs and sponsored the 

2012 State 4-H Dairy Award. 

The Michigan Milk Producers 

Association supported general 4-H 

dairy programs, 4-H Dairy Days, the 

4-H Dairy Conference and the Dairy 

Industry Initiative.

Michigan Pork Producers 

Association sponsored the 4-H 

Beef, Sheep and Swine teen and 

volunteer training workshop and 

the 2012 State 4-H Swine Award. 

Chemical Financial Corporation, 

McCar tney and Company and 

Knappen Milling Company provided 

undesignated support for 4-H areas 

of greatest need.

Gifts from the National Wild 

Turkey Federation, Inc., supported 

4-H shooting sports programs.

Support from the Ohio-Michigan 

Equipment Dealers Association 

provides mini-grants for 4-H tractor 

safety education in counties.

Michigan 4-H Foundation  
60th Annual Membership Meeting 
& Clover Citation Luncheon
Fri., Oct. 5, 2012
Paul B. Henry Center for Executive Development 
3535 Forest Road
Lansing, Mich.

Annual Membership Meeting – 10 a.m. to noon
Clover Citation Luncheon (by invitation only) – noon to 1 p.m.

Annual Membership Meeting agenda items:
• Trustee elections.
• Audited financial statement report.
• Motion to change articles of incorporation (see page 3)
• 2012 president’s report.

Foundation members are individuals or organizations that 
donated $10 or more to the Michigan 4-H Foundation in the 
past year. Members are encouraged to attend and vote on all 
items at the meeting. Call (517) 353-6692 for more information.

Sept. 19-30 — Tractor Supply Co. 4-H Paper Clover Promotion 
(see details on page 4).
Oct. 1 — Deadline to apply for county 4-H mini-grants. Visit www.
mi4hfdtn.org for details.
Oct. 5 — Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting 
at the MSU Henry Center in Lansing (see details above).
Oct. 7-13 — National 4-H Week. 
Oct. 31 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens close 
for the season. The outdoor gardens will reopen April 1, 2013. 
The indoor garden is open year round.
Nov. 10 — Michigan 4-H Volunteer Forum at Michigan State University.
Dec. 31 — Gift deadline for 2012 income tax credit.

Vonda J. Marrow
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MMichigan 4-H Foundation trustees are volunteers who 

serve as community advocates for 4-H and lead and man-

age the operation of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. New 

trustees recently elected are Kaitlyn Bailey, Mary Draves, 

Jennifer Vincent and Michael Wehner.

Kaitlyn Bailey is a Cheboygan County 4-H member and will 

be a senior at Cheboygan High School this fall. She has been a 4-H member 

for 10 years and is currently president of the 4-H Youth Equine Program 

in her county. Although Bailey has experienced a variety of 4-H project 

areas, she has focused much of her energy on 4-H equestrian programs. 

In addition to 4-H, she is a member of the National Honor Society and 

the Michigan Interscholastic Horsemanship Association. She volunteers 

in a variety of roles in her church and has been a four-year member of 

PRIDE, a drug-, alcohol- and violence-free youth organization. Bailey fills 

one of three positions on the Michigan 4-H Foundation board designated 

for youth ages 16 to 22.

Mary Draves is a 4-H alumna and comes from a multi-generational 

4-H family. She remains active as a Midland County 4-H volunteer leader 

and her children are 4-H members. Draves serves as director of The Dow 

Chemical Company’s Global Remediation and Michigan Dioxin Initiative. 

She is responsible for managing Dow’s remediation organization and the 

implementation of Dow’s global remediation strategy. In addition, Draves 

has direct responsibility for the engagement with regulatory agencies and 

stakeholders on matters related to the Michigan Operations historical 

dioxin issue. Previously, she acted as the external engagement leader for 

the Global Remediation Team. During her 20-year career at Dow, Draves 

has served as a manufacturing leader, a division maintenance leader and 

the site’s reliability services leader. Draves holds a bachelor’s degree in biol-

ogy and a master’s degree in Technological Processes from Saginaw Valley 

State University. Additionally, she is a member of the board for the North 

Midland Family Center, serves as a trustee on the Midland Area Community 

Foundation and acts as a liaison for the Larkin Baseball Association.

Jennifer Vincent, a Clinton County 4-H alumna, has been editor of 

Michigan Farmer magazine since 2003. Before that she served three years 

as the manager of communications and development for the American 

Farmland Trust (AFT) Central Great Lakes Regional Office in Michigan 

and as director of communications for the Michigan Agri-Business 

Association. Previously, she was the communications manager at Michigan 

Farm Bureau. She also has 10 years of experience at six daily and weekly 

Michigan newspapers. Vincent has served on the boards of the American 

Cancer Society and Baby Pantry, and is a member of the American 

Agricultural Editors Association, for which she serves as a member of the 

board of the AAEA Professional Improvement Foundation. 

Mike Wehner has been with the Cooperative Elevator Company since 

1998 as assistant controller and controller. He previously worked as a certi-

fied public accountant for Nietzke and Faupel, P.C. He holds a bachelor’s 

degree from Central Michigan University in business administration. He is 

a member of the National Society of Accountants for Cooperatives and was a 

past president of the board of directors of the Great Lakes chapter. He is also 

a member of the Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants, the 

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Mid-American 

Cooperative Council. He is also past president of the Pigeon Lions Club.

Motion to update  
Articles of Incorporation
As part of the legal review of Michigan 4-H Foundation 
governance documents, legal counsel determined that the 
foundation’s Articles of Incorporation should be updated to 
reflect the change in liability for volunteer trustees provided for 
in the current Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act.

The following motion will be voted on at the Oct. 5 Michigan 
4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting:

BE IT RESOLVED, the members of the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
approve the addition of a new Article XI and Article XII to the 
foundation’s Articles of Incorporation, to read as follows:

ELEVENTH: The Corporation assumes all liability to any 
person other than the Corporation for all acts or omissions of 
a volunteer director, as that term is defined in the Michigan 
Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended, incurred in the good 
faith performance of the volunteer director's duties.

TWELTH: The Corporation assumes the liability for all acts or 
omissions of a volunteer officer or other volunteer if all of the 
following are met:
(a) The volunteer was acting or reasonably believed he or she 
was acting within the scope of his or her authority.
(b) The volunteer was acting in good faith.
(c) The volunteer’s conduct did not amount to gross negligence 
or willful and wanton misconduct.
(d) The volunteer’s conduct was not an intentional tort.
(e) The volunteer’s conduct was not a tort arising out of the 
ownership, maintenance or use of a motor vehicle for which 
tort liability may be imposed as provided in Section 3135 of 
the Insurance Code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 
1956, being Section 500.3135 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

New trustees elected to Michigan 4-H Foundation board

Kaitlyn Bailey Mary Draves Jennifer Vincent Michael Wehner
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TTractor Supply Company (TSC) 

stores reached an all-time high in 

supporting local 4-H programs and 

activities with the 4-H Paper Clover 

Fund-raiser this spring.

The 4-H Paper Clover Fund-

raiser, a national partnership 

between TSC and 4-H, has been held 

in the spring and fall of each year 

since 2010 at each of Tractor Supply 

Company’s 1,100 stores – including 

the 66 stores in Michigan. During 

the campaign period, paper clovers 

are sold for $1 at checkout with 

proceeds benefiting 4-H programs 

where each store is located.  

“Partnering with 4-H is an 

excellent way for Tractor Supply to 

give back to the 4-H members and 

families who shop with us today,” 

said John Wendler, senior vice 

president of Marketing at Tractor 

Supply Company. “It is a natural fit 

for us to support the organizations 

of interest to our customers, par-

ticularly all the local 4-H clubs in 

the 1,100 communities we serve.”

In the most recent fund-raiser, 

held May 2-15, more than  $522,000 

was raised nationally for 4-H; of that, 

$47,844 was donated in Michigan, 

a 25 percent increase over the fall 

2011 fund-raiser. Sixty-five percent 

of those funds supported county 4-H 

programs, 5 percent supported state 

4-H programs, and 30 percent went 

to National 4-H Council for under-

writing the cost of the program. 

Last fall, $35,835 was raised 

to support Michigan 4-H pro-

grams. Together the spring and 

fall paper clover sales at TSC stores 

raised more than $84,000 in fiscal 

year 2011-12 – nearly double the 

$43,000 raised in 2010-11. 

The Caro TSC store in Tuscola 

County raised the most in support 

of 4-H in the past four Paper Clover 

Fundraisers. The store has been 

recognized as one of the top stores 

nationally as well.

“Our community is very small 

but also very proud of 4-H and 

gives very generously,” said Heather 

Middleton, Tuscola County MSU 

Extension 4-H program instructor. 

4-H clubs and members provide 

visibility for 4-H during the cam-

paign and host club fund-raisers 

at the store, such as petting zoos, 

dog washes and lemonade stands.

Middleton, however, credits 

the success of the Paper Clover 

Fund-raisers to the Tractor Supply 

employees. 

“Truthfully, it’s the dedication of 

the TSC employees. I’m not sure if the 

store employees were involved with 4-H 

in the past, but every customer that 

goes into the store is told about the 

Paper Clover Fund-raiser and what 

4-H does, and is asked to buy a clover.

“The store has a very close rela-

tionship to 4-H and our members. 

It even has a sale on shavings and 

other supplies needed in prepara-

tion for the fair,” Middleton said.

The proceeds from the 4-H 

Paper Clover Fund-raiser in Tuscola 

County provide scholarships for 4-H 

members to attend 4-H camp and 

4-H Exploration Days at Michigan 

State University.

The next TSC paper clover 

promotion will be Sept. 19-30. Visit 

your local TSC store to support your 

local 4-H program by purchasing a 

paper 4-H clover!

TSC supports 4-H locally with Paper Clover Promotion

For the spring 2012 
fundraiser, the top five 
Michigan TSC stores were: 
• Caro (Tuscola County)
• Mt. Pleasant (Isabella County)
• Imlay City (Lapeer County) 
• South Haven (Van Buren County)
• Gaylord (Otsego County)

The top five Michigan 
counties (some counties 
may have multiple stores) 
were:
• Lapeer County
• Van Buren County 
• Kent County
• St. Joseph County 
• Eaton County

During the Tractor Supply Co. 4-H Paper Clover Fund-raiser, paper 
clovers are sold for $1 at TSC stores, with proceeds benefiting 
local 4-H programs. 4-H clubs and members provide visibility for 
4-H during the campaign and host club fund-raisers at the stores.
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IIn 1998, Stuart Sleight, along 

with his wife, Gerry, and his broth-

ers and their spouses, Norman 

and Alethea Sleight and Justin 

and Marjorie Sleight, established 

the Rolan and Bernice Sleight 

Endowment Fund with the Michigan 

4-H Foundation in memory of 

their parents to support college 

scholarships for Clinton County 4-H 

members each year. 

Sleight and his brothers were  

Clinton County 4-H members in the 

late 1930s and early 1940s. 

Sleight is a retired veteri-

narian and professor from the 

Michigan State University College of 

Veterinary Medicine, and he credits 

much of his success in life to 4-H. 

“To say that 4-H had a major 

impact in my formative years is an 

understatement,” he said. “However, 

without the unconditional love and 

support of my parents and the guid-

ance of my older brother, I would not 

have achieved the success I had. The 

values implied in our 4-H pledge have 

stayed with me throughout my life. 

“It is quite possible that the 

patience, dedication and hard work 

needed for my success as a researcher 

and teacher may well have been related 

to lessons learned by a young man 

leading a 4-H club many years ago.”

Sleight said that his parents were a 

major factor in recreating Extension 

and 4-H activities in Clinton County 

during the Depression. 

“Although it is more than 50 years 

since we were in 4-H, we proudly 

remember how our parents served 

as pioneers for 4-H in the county,” 

Sleight said. “They helped us in so 

many ways in learning important 

lessons in life, and they taught us by 

their example the importance of the 

4-H ideals of service to club, com-

munity and country.”

His mother, Bernice, was the 

creator and long-time leader of 

the Victor 4-H Club. The club was 

organized in 1937 and still exists 

today, now in its 75th year.

His father, Rolan, helped to build 

the first building on the current 

Clinton County 4-H fairgrounds. He 

also assisted in building the kitchen 

and dining facilities for the Clinton 

County 4-H camp and organized 4-H 

fund-raising activities in the county. 

Both of his parents were involved 

in hosting activities for the Victor 

4-H Club and the Clinton County 

4-H Service Club. They also made 

sure that 4-H activities continued 

even when money was scarce.

“They made time for us on 

a priority basis so we could fully 

participate in township, county 

and state 4-H programs,” Sleight 

said. “Looking back to these spe-

cial years, we truly appreciate their 

contributions for which we never 

said, ‘Thank you, Mom and Dad.’

“Because of their influence 

on the lives of each of their sons 

and hundreds of other youth, it is 

particularly appropriate that we say 

thanks in a special way by making 

educational opportunities available 

for generations to come.” 

This past year, Sleight commit-

ted to growing the family’s endowed 

fund through a charitable gift annu-

ity. A charitable gift annuity is a gift 

made to 4-H from which the donor 

receives fixed payments for life. At 

the donor’s death, the balance of 

the gift annuity is applied to the 

program the donor designated 

when the gift was made.

“It is a great privilege to help 

create a living and continuing 

memorial to our parents, Bernice 

and Rolan Sleight, a truly unique 

couple,” Sleight said. “While they 

both played important roles in 

community and youth activities 

and organizations, their continu-

ing commitment to 4-H was truly 

special and positively influenced the 

lives of legions of men and women 

who were youth in search of life’s 

meaning and purpose.”

Since establishing the endowed 

fund, the Sleight family has pro-

vided $1,000 scholarships for 12 

Clinton County 4-H youth to attend 

Michigan State University.

“This has been a scholarship 

that has really been important to 

our 4-H’ers – it’s really been an 

encouragement,” said Theresa Silm, 

Clinton County MSU Extension 

educator. 

“Its value is not just the financial 

support, but also the encouragement 

and reassurance,” she said. “It’s so 

special – it’s not just money.”

Kevin Wohlfert, member of the 

Westphalia 4-H Club in Clinton 

County, received the Rolan and 

Bernice Sleight Scholarship in 2011. 

He is an MSU sophomore in the dairy 

management program.

“This scholarship will help 

tremendously with my tuition,” 

Wohlfert said. “4-H really helped 

to develop me as a person.”

The Rolan and Bernice Sleight (pictured above) endowed fund 
was established by the Sleights’ three children in 1998 to provide 
college scholarships for Clinton County 4-H members.

Sleight family provides college scholarships for 4-H youth
“To say that 4-H had a major 
impact in my formative 
years is an understatement. 
However,  without  the 
unconditional love and 
support of my parents and 
the guidance of my older 
brother, I would not have 
achieved the success I had. 
The values implied in our 
4-H pledge have stayed with 
me throughout my life.”

— Stuart D. Sleight, 
Clinton County 4-H alumnus
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SSince 1988, Kettunen Center, 

Michigan’s 4-H leadership training 

facility near Tustin, Mich., has also 

offered environmental education 

programs to help youth, adults and 

families develop an appreciation of 

and responsible commitment to the 

world around them.

With support from the Osceola 

County Community Foundation, 

Kettunen Center is able to offer family 

learning events and 4-H TRACKERS 

programs at a reduced cost. 

“We welcome and have enjoyed 

Kettunen Center many times,” said 

Larry Emig, director of community 

relations for the Osceola County 

Community Foundation. “Kettunen 

Center is huge for people in our 

community.”

Through cooperative learning 

groups, youth and adults in the pro-

grams studied science, team-building 

and outdoor recreation skills. 

Cooperative learning groups are 

small groups in which participants 

work together to divide up the tasks, 

make predictions, collect data using 

scientific tools, and analyze, inter-

pret and present a group report to 

the larger group. 

“Cooperative learning groups 

is a model for learning that the 

Kettunen Center staff wants to use 

more,” said Andrea Grix, Kettunen 

Center educational program coor-

dinator. “Support from the Osceola 

County Community Foundation 

allowed us to enhance our lessons 

and focus on how to use coopera-

tive learning groups with youth. It 

also helped us to provide youth 

and families with more hands-on 

learning in the outdoors.”

The third grade classes from 

Marion Elementary participated in 

Kettunen Center’s 4-H TRACKERS 

program. Activities emphasized 

natural science and ecology as well 

as outdoor recreation skills. 

“We normally go to Lansing, but 

felt that third grade was almost too 

young,” said Peggy Swiger, Marion 

Elementary third grade teacher. 

“We wanted something closer to 

home. We chose Kettunen Center 

because the money was going to 

the program, not transportation.”

The youth learned about 

birds, reptiles, fish, mammals 

and amphibians through wildlife 

discovery hikes and other activi-

ties to gain an understanding and 

appreciation of Michigan animal 

species’ physical characteristics, 

behaviors, interrelationships and 

seasonal adaptations.

“It was very hands-on,” Swiger 

said. “Making a simple activity into 

a hands-on, tangible experience 

was very helpful. The students could 

understand the concepts better, and 

we could reflect on the activities 

later in class.

“As a teacher, it was nice having 

someone else run the program,” 

Swiger added. “I could also work 

with small groups which I usually 

don’t get to do.”

The teachers also indicated that 

the activities addressed the science 

grade-level content expectations.

For 2012-13, Kettunen Center 

has received a grant from the 

Osceola County Community 

Foundation focusing on team-

building and bullying prevention 

for youth and families using out-

door science and recreation as the 

learning vehicle.

“Students have learned a lot 

due to the programs at Kettunen 

Center. This is why we help fund 

those programs – for kids to learn,” 

Emig said.

Kettunen Center names director
Christopher M. Gentry succeeded John F. 
Grix as Kettunen Center director in June. 

Gentry came from service as executive 
director of the Oliver Art Center in 
Frankfort. He brings 25 years of non-
profit organizational leadership and 
management experience serving local 
YMCAs in a variety of roles, including 
manager of a 180-acre facility in Ohio. He recently served as 
executive director of a $6.5 million YMCA facility in Cadillac 
with responsibility for building capacity to deliver program and 
funding, completing the construction and opening the facility.

He brings experience in facilities management, 
environmental and outdoor education delivery management, 
fund development, marketing and personnel administration 
to the role of Kettunen Center director. Gentry holds a 
bachelor’s degree in park and recreation administration from 
Michigan State University. 

Christopher M. Gentry

Third grade students at Marion Elementary enhanced their science 
learning with Kettunen Center’s 4-H TRACKERS program.

Kettunen Center programs enhance community learning
“Students have learned a 
lot due to the programs 
at Kettunen Center. This 
is why we help fund those 
programs – for kids to 
learn.” 

— Larry Emig,  
Director of Community 

Relations, Osceola County 
Community Foundation.
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SStudent interns are essential for 

upkeep and maintenance in the 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. 

The Mawby-Edison Family Fund, 

established in 1989 by Russ and 

Ruth Edison Mawby, provides paid 

internships for Michigan State 

University students in the Michigan 

4-H Children’s Gardens.

Ruth Edison Mawby’s sister 

Mary Edison Tatroe, of Grand 

Rapids, saw the difference she could 

make and decided also to contribute 

to the Mawby-Edison Family Fund 

both with gifts during her lifetime 

and with a legacy gift. Tatroe died 

July 14, 2011. 

Tatroe and her sisters, Ruth 

and Judith Edison Paul, were Kent 

County 4-H members. Tatroe also 

served as a 4-H volunteer leader for 

a number of years. 

A kindergarten teacher by profes-

sion, Tatroe had a love for children 

and gardening. She graduated from 

Union High School and from Western 

Michigan University, with a degree in 

elementary education. She taught 

her first year in Jackson and the next 

44 years in Grand Rapids, first at 

Sibley School and later at Westwood 

Elementary. She was a member of 

Trinity Congregational Church, Alpha 

Beta Epsilon Sorority and a former 

member of the Women’s City Club. 

Tatroe resided at the Edison fam-

ily centennial farm built in 1890 by 

her grandfather, Milo Edison. In 

2000 she donated the farm to the city 

of Walker to be used as the Walker 

Historical Museum. The house was 

relocated to Springhill Business 

Park, a new city park (Springhill 

was the original Edison farm name). 

She was also involved in donating 

Springhill Barn, her family’s barn, to 

be relocated to Tillers International 

to preserve its historic legacy.

“The Mawby-Edison Family 

Fund provides a well-rounded 

internship experience,” said Jessica 

Wright, Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Garden educational coordinator. 

“The Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Gardens are unique in that they 

offer opportunities for students 

interested in horticulture who also 

have a passion for youth.”

Christine Mangiavellano, of East 

Lansing, and Cee Cee McCarver, of 

New Garden Smart Signs  
direct scavenger hunt
Visitors to the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens can now 
explore the garden with the Garden Smart Sign Scavenger 
Hunt. New QR (quick response) codes were installed in the 
gardens with a gift from the Michigan Herb Associates. Visitors 
can scan the codes with a smart phone or tablet. The scan 
takes them to a Web page describing what to do or discover 
as part of the scavenger hunt and then provides the next 
clue. For an example, scan the code to the left with your 
device to learn more about the 4-H Children’s Gardens. To 
read the garden smart signs with your device, you need a QR 
scan app, which is typically free to download.

Christine Mangiavellano and Cee Cee McCarver, Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens summer interns, assist with Bug Day, one 
of the family programs at the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

Memphis, Tenn., received Mawby-

Edison internships this past summer.

“What was special this year was 

that both students were interested 

in working with youth. Not only did 

they help in the garden, they also 

helped with programming. That 

was the best scenario,” Wright said. 

Mangiavellano is a senior at 

Michigan State University majoring 

in horticulture. This was her second 

summer internship in the Michigan 

4-H Children’s Gardens.

“This internship meant a lot 

to me because I want to work with 

children in a garden setting. The 

fact that I was able to work with 

children not only in the garden, but 

during some of the programs we 

offer was an invaluable experience,” 

Mangiavellano said.

“To the Mawby-Edison Fund 

donors I would like to say thank you 

for the invaluable experiences I have 

gained during my time here at the 4-H 

Children’s Gardens,” she said. “After I 

graduate, I hope to find a job working 

in a children’s garden or to work in a 

garden that has programs for children 

that I can offer my expertise to.”

Mawby-Edison family provides student garden internships
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OOn June 21 outstanding Michigan 4-H 

alumni, volunteers and partners were honored 

at the Michigan 4-H Emerald Awards Ceremony 

at Michigan State University’s Wharton Center.

Awards presented were the Michigan 4-H 

Citation Awards , 4-H Emerald Clover Society 

Class of 2012, the 4-H Salute to Excellence 

Volunteer Awards and the Michigan Farm 

Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture 

Awards. These awards are provided by Michigan 

4-H Youth Development with support from the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

Mary Ellen Sheets, founder of Two Men 

and a Truck/International, Inc., and 2002 4-H 

Emerald Clover Society member, served as the 

mistress of ceremonies. 

Michigan 4-H Citation Awards
Since its inception in 1946, the Michigan 

4-H Citation Award, the highest recognition 

presented by Michigan 4-H, has honored and 

recognized individuals and organizations whose 

contributions to and support of MSU Extension 

4-H Youth Development programs, have signifi-

cantly advanced the work of Michigan 4-H on a 

multicounty, regional, statewide and/or national 

basis. The contributions of honorees have served 

to expand the capacity of Michigan 4-H to make 

a positive impact on the lives of Michigan’s young 

people in significant and meaningful ways. 

Recipients of the 2012 4-H Citation Award were:  

Chemical Financial Corporation, of Midland, as a 

philanthropic partner for 4-H; Robert J. Patterson, 

Big Rapids, for his founding leadership for 4-H 

Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp; and 

Philip A. Seitz, Hale, for his leadership in launch-

ing 4-H international partnerships and programs.

Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society
The Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society 

(ECS) honors Michigan 4-H alumni whose 

professional leadership and community service 

reflect the ultimate outcome of 4-H membership 

— extraordinary use of an individual’s head, 

heart, hands and health to make communities, 

the country and the world better places in which 

to live. ECS members receive a recognition award, 

an exclusive ECS membership pin, and individual 

biographical recognition on the society’s web-site 

and on the ECS wall at Kettunen Center. 

The 2012 ECS inductees were: Joan L. Pierce 

Boewe, of Richmond, Ky.; Patricia A. Dishaw, 

Crystal Falls; Joan D. Dostaler, Lake Linden; 

Keith D. Ferris, Hastings; Friedrich J. Henningsen, 

Sturgis; Tod A. Kubiszak, Lawrence; Judith Edison 

Paul, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.; and Stuart D. 

Sleight, East Lansing.

ECS members are inducted every two years. 

The inaugural class was inducted in 2002 

in honor of the national 4-H centennial. 

Subsequent classes were inducted in 2004, 2006, 

2008 and 2010. Nominations for the 2014 ECS 

class will be accepted through Jan. 31, 2014. 

Honoree biographies and 2014 nomination 

forms are available at www.mi4hfdtn.org/ecs.

4-H Salute to Excellence Volunteer Awards
The 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards honor 

outstanding volunteers for their dedication to 

youth. The Lifetime Volunteer Award is presented 

to a 4-H volunteer who has spent 10 or more years 

volunteering for 4-H; the Volunteer of the Year 

Outstanding 4-H alumni, volunteers and partners honored

Michigan 4-H Citation Awards
Chemical Financial Corporation, Midland County
Robert J. Patterson, Mecosta County
Philip A. Seitz, Iosco County

4-H Emerald Clover Society  
Class of 2012
Joan L. Pierce Boewe, Hillsdale County 4-H’er
Patricia A. Dishaw, Iron County 4-H’er
Joan D. Dostaler, Houghton County 4-H’er
Keith D. Ferris, Barry County 4-H’er 
Friedrich J. Henningsen, Jackson County 4-H’er
Tod A. Kubiszak, Van Buren County 4-H’er
Judith Edison Paul, Kent County 4-H’er 
Stuart D. Sleight, Clinton County 4-H’er

Michigan 4-H Salute to  
Excellence Awards
2012 Lifetime Volunteer Award
Diana P. Langshaw, Barry County 
2012 Volunteer of the Year Award
Jamie Pierce, Ottawa County

Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H 
Excellence in Agriculture Awards
2010-11 – Dale Grabill, Newaygo County
2011-12 – Joan Spindler, Shiawassee County

Outstanding Michigan 4-H alumni, volunteers and partners were honored at the Michigan 
4-H Emerald Awards Ceremony June 21. Front left to right: Joan Dostaler, Patricia Dishaw, 
Joan Pierce Boewe and Joan Spindler. Back left to right: Stuart Sleight, Tod Kubiszak, 
Friedrich Henningsen, Philip Seitz, Robert Patterson, Diana Langshaw and Jamie Pierce. 
Not pictured are: Keith Ferris, Judith Edison Paul and Chemical Financial Corporation.

See 4-H Emerald Awards, page 11
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Award is presented to a 4-H volunteer with fewer 

than 10 years of service. The honorees receive a 

plaque, mini-brick and are recognized on the 

Salute to Excellence brick pathway at Kettunen 

Center. Honorees also receive a $400 award to be 

designated to a 4-H program, club or activity of 

their choice. This award is funded by the Michigan 

4-H Volunteer Recognition Fund of the Michigan 

4-H Foundation.

The 4-H Lifetime Volunteer Award was presented 

to Diana P. Langshaw, of Augusta, who has served 

as a Barry County 4-H volunteer for more than 

50 years. She is also the North Central Regional 

Outstanding Lifetime 4-H Volunteer and will be 

honored as the National 4-H Salute to Excellence 

Outstanding Lifetime Volunteer in October.

Jamie Pierce, of Grand Rapids, received the 4-H 

Volunteer of the Year Award. He has been a 4-H volun-

teer in Ottawa County since 2009 for the Journey 4-H 

Youth Mentoring Program. For more information on 

the 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards, visit http://4h.

msue.msu.edu/4h/4-h_recognition_program. 

MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
The Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence 

in Agriculture Award recognizes outstanding 

achievements of Michigan 4-H volunteers or 

groups that have exhibited excellence in 4-H 

youth education and leadership development in 

the areas of 4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats; 

horses; horticulture, crops and soils; poultry; 

rabbits; sheep; swine; and veterinary science. 

Honorees designate a $1,000 award to a 4-H 

agricultural program of their choice. This 

award is funded by the Michigan Farm Bureau 

4-H Excellence in Agriculture Endowment Fund. 

The 2011-12 recipient is Joan Spindler, of 

Owosso. Spindler has served as leader of the 

Rangers 4-H Horse Club since 1960. Spindler excels 

in developing youth for the future and promotes 

leadership, citizenship and community service. For 

more information on the MFB 4-H Excellence in 

Agriculture Award visit, www.mi4hdtn.org/grants.

Each year the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation Board of Trustees 

provides grants for local 4-H initia-

tives. For 2011-12, the foundation 

awarded the following grants for 

shooting sports, educational garden 

and innovative 4-H programs.

Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants
Ingham County 4-H, in part-

nership with the South Side 

Community Coalition, created a 

Kids Tourist Guide to Lansing.Youth 

ages 5-18 toured popular Lansing 

attractions then provided written 

text for a youth-centered tourist 

guide of the Lansing area. This pro-

gram improved the writing skills of 

all students participating and their 

understanding of and appreciation 

for multiple 4-H principles.

4-H Educational Garden Grants
The Otsego County Healthy 

Liv ing Group,  in partnership 

with the Otsego County Juvenile 

Probation Office, is making a differ-

ence in the lives of youth by instill-

ing self-esteem, promoting healthy 

lifestyles, and fostering an apprecia-

tion for the outdoors, farming and 

gardening. The program includes 

hatching chicken eggs, planting a 

vegetable garden and taking part 

in healthy living classes taught 

by Otsego County MSU Extension. 

This summer program is meant 

to reduce juvenile crime rates and 

provide a healthy summer activity.

Alpena County’s Teach a Sprout 

to Garden Project was led by 4-H’er 

Dana Glomski. Dana created a 4-H 

educational garden area at the 

Stone Soup Garden, a community 

supported agricultural project 

managed and owned by Dana and 

her family. The 4-H garden served 

as a laboratory where kids learned 

firsthand about vegetables, healthy 

eating choices and organic grow-

ing methods through workshops 

and hands-on gardening experi-

ences supported by educational 

programming.

Michigan 4-H On-Target 
Shooting Sports Grant

The Clare County 4-H Rifle 

Shooting Sports Program teaches 

youth the fundamentals of firearm 

safety. This opportunity allows 

youth to learn skills that they can 

use throughout their lives. Personal 

development and goal setting is a 

large part of the program as the 

instructors guide each member 

toward a positive experience.

4-H Foundation mini-grants help fund local 4-H projects

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
mini-grants now available: 
Dow Chemical 4-H County 
Conservation, NorthStar 
Cooperative Dairy Science, 
OMEDA Youth Tractor Safety and 
4-H Educational Garden grants. 
The application deadline is 
Oct. 1. Visit www.mi4hfdtn.org 
for grant applications.

Alpena County’s Teach a Sprout to Garden Project led by 4-H’er 
Dana Glomski (pictured above) taught kids firsthand about 
vegetables, healthy eating choices and organic growing methods 
through workshops and hands-on gardening experiences.

4-H Emerald Awards
continued from page 10
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Thanks to our Corporate Clover 
Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club is an 
annual giving program recognizing 
corporate and business gifts over 
$1,000. Between July 1, 2011 and 
June 30, 2012, corporate gifts were 
received from:

• American Dairy Association of 
Michigan

• AT&T Michigan
• Chemical Financial Corporation
• Dow Chemical Company Foundation
• Jackson National Life Insurance Co.
• Knappen Milling Company
• McCartney & Company, P.C.
• MetLife Foundation
• Michigan Farm Bureau & Affiliates
• Michigan Milk Producers Assoc.
• Michigan Pork Producers Assoc.
• Michigan Chapter, National Wild 

Turkey Federation, Inc.
• New York Life Foundation
• Ohio-Michigan Equipment Dealers 

Association (OMEDA)
• Syngenta
• Toyota USA
• Tractor Supply Co.
• Wal-Mart Foundation

Please note our new 
address

If you have not already done so, 

please make note of the Michigan 

4-H Foundation’s new mailing 

address below. Although we have 

not physically moved – we are still 

located in Spartan Stadium – this 

new address aligns with Michigan 

State University’s new address-

ing standards which provide street 

addresses for easier navigation with 

devices such as GPS and online map-

ping systems. 

Michigan 4-H Foundation

535 Chestnut Road, Room 240

East Lansing, MI 48824

Ramaker named  
Banker of the Year

Former Michigan 4-H Foundation 

trustee and vice president David B. 

Ramaker, chairman, chief executive 

officer and president of Chemical 

Financial Corporation has been 

named 2012 Michigan Bankers 

Association Banker of the Year by 

the association’s board of directors. 

Ramaker was honored at the MBA 

Annual Convention on Mackinac 

Island in June. He served as Michigan 

4-H Foundation trustee from 2002 

to 2012.

Coon re-elected to  
MSUFCU board

Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee 

Thomas G. Coon, Michigan State 

University Extension director, was 

re-elected to serve a second term on 

the MSU Federal Credit Union Board 

of Directors.


