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PEP: Proud equestrians and even prouder volunteers

H

Horseback riders with disabilities and the volunteers who work
with them can both gain great
satisfaction through the Michigan
4-H Proud Equestrians Program
(PEP), a therapeutic horseback
riding program.
“I can’t believe how healing
it is for us,” said Bonnie DePue,
4-H volunteer and founder of
Ingham County’s Growing Together
Equestrians 4-H Club, an integrated
4-H club for youth with and without
disabilities.
She has made therapeutic
horseback riding her life’s work.
In addition to the 4-H club, DePue
also manages the CHUM (Children
and Horses United in Movement)
Therapeutic Riding Center in
Dansville.
“4-H is integrated within CHUM,”
DePue said. “It’s fairly unique. The
club has integrated youth with
and without disabilities. Also,
many members do not own
horses.
“Youth can talk about
their challenges and feel
safe, successful and valued. The integrated part
is a huge, huge piece. It is
the epitome of all 4-H was
designed to be. We teach
leadership and community, and they teach one
another while doing

something they love — working
with horses!” she said.
4-H PEP volunteers, like DePue,
must become certified 4-H PEP
instructors through the state program. Then, to maintain their
certification they must attend a 4-H
PEP Instructor Update Workshop
at least every other year. Sessions
cover topics related to instructing
therapeutic riding, working with
youth with special needs, and horse
management and care.
For 2009-10, the 4-H PEP
Instructor Update was sponsored
by the Accident Fund Insurance
Company of America. Accident Fund

also provided additional support for
4-H PEP programs statewide.
“Although there are many outstanding Michigan 4-H youth
development programs, the Proud
Equestrians Program is a very good
fit for Accident Fund,” said Ron
Schoen, executive vice president
and chief financial officer of the
Accident Fund Company.
“Our donation supports an
activity that is not typically geared
toward children with disabilities.
Aside from the undisputed physical benefits of therapeutic horseback riding, the simple pleasures
of freedom, challenge and the
accomplishment of riding a horse
is invaluable to a disabled child’s
growth and development,” he said.
T h e G r o w i n g To g e t h e r
Equestrians 4-H Club, founded in
1984, now has about 30 members.
The club participates in community
activities and one or two practices per
week year round. It also has an integrated drill team that performs.
There are also 4-H PEP classes
during the Ingham County Fair
horse show specifically designed
for therapeutic riders.
Tony (left), a member of the
Growing Together Equestrians
4-H Club, concentrates while
riding. The club, led by Bonnie
DePue, has members with
and without disabilities.

“It is the epitome of all 4-H
was designed to be. We teach
leadership, community and
they teach each other while
doing something they love –
working with horses!”
— Bonnie DePue,
Growing Together Equestrians
4-H Club volunteer,
Ingham County

“Ingham County 4-H has been
amazingly growing and accepting.
There are classes designed for our
students, including fitting and showing, an obstacle course and an integrated costume class,” DePue said.
The club has also presented
its unique concept of a themed
See PEP, page 9
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ECS launches fund to recognize 4-H volunteers

M

Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover
Society (ECS) members have
launched a campaign to establish
an endowment to provide perpetual
funding to annually recognize
and support the contributions that
Michigan 4-H volunteers make to
Michigan 4-H programs each year.
In reflecting on the impact
that 4-H made in their becoming successful adults, many ECS
alumni give recognition and credit
to the 4-H volunteer leaders who
provided engaging mentorship,
encouragement and knowledge
of both 4-H projects and life principles that guided their growth and
development.
The Michigan 4-H Volunteer
Recognition Fund campaign, led by
father and daughter ECS members
Wayne Adam, of Snover, and Dawn
Reid, Georgetown, Texas, has a goal
to raise the first $30,000 by the 2010
Emerald Clover Society induction
ceremony June 24.

“As a 4-H volunteer and parent, I have witnessed the
value of the 4-H program and the importance it has in the
leadership development of youth. As co-chair of this fund, I
urge ECS members and donors to support and honor these
extraordinary volunteers — the strength of 4-H!”
— Wayne Adam, 4-H Volunteer Recognition Fund co-chair
and Sanilac County 4-H alumnus

“The 4-H Volunteer Recognition
Fund will honor volunteers for their
leadership in helping 4-H youth
develop lifelong skills,” Adam said.
“As a 4-H volunteer and parent,
I have witnessed the value of the
4-H program and the importance it
has in the leadership development
of youth. As co-chair of this fund,
I urge ECS members and donors to
support and honor these extraordinary volunteers — the strength
of 4-H!”
Reid agrees. “Our adult volunteer
leaders give unselfishly of their personal time to make a difference for
today’s youths, who are tomorrow’s
leaders. And recognizing their efforts

and achievements helps both sustain
and assure growth of our volunteer
leaders,” she said.
“Besides helping support and
expand the 4-H Volunteer Recognition
Fund, partnering with my father on
the campaign is a way to pay tribute to
his substantial and generous contributions to Sanilac County 4-H youth
for 25 years, and express gratitude for
his love and support through my 4-H
years,” Reid said.
If every Emerald Clover Society
member makes a gift of $500 to
grow this fund, there is potential
to raise $50,000 for the endowment.
Once fully funded, the fund will
annually support the Michigan 4-H

Salute to Excellence Award, which
recognizes two 4-H volunteers for
their service with $400 program
grant awards that the volunteers
can use in their county or at the
state level to advance 4-H programs.
“The average Michigan volunteer serves in our programs for
eight years,” said Julie Chapin,
coordinator, Michigan 4-H Youth
Development. “Our ability to keep
and maintain this very strong
volunteer corps is directly related
to how well we train, orient, support and recognize the contributions they make to our mission
of providing positive experiences
and opportunities that assist in the
positive development of Michigan’s
young people.”
All founding gifts will be recognized at the 2010 4-H Emerald
Clover Society Induction Ceremony
with named recognition in the evening’s printed program. (For details
on the ceremony, see next page.)

MICHIGAN 4-H VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION FUND
Fund Goal: $30,000
Fund Status: $9,050
Apr. 1 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden opened
for the season. See the gardens’ event calendar on page 8.
June 15 — Deadline for ordering an inscribed brick for summer
placement in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden and/or Kettunen Center. Brick forms are available at www.mi4hfdtn.org or
call (517) 353-6692.
June 24 — 4-H Emerald Clover Society Class of 2010 Induction
& Michigan 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards Ceremony at
the MSU Kellogg Center. RSVP by June 11 at (517) 353-6692 or
online at www.mi4hfdtn.org. See details page 3.
July 11–14 — 4-H Learning Science through the Arts Camp at
Kettunen Center. Register at (231) 829-3421 by July 6.
Aug. 1-6 — Intergenerational Exploritas at Kettunen Center. To
register for Exploritas events, contact Exploritas online at www.
exploritas.org or by phone at (877) 426-8056.
Oct. 1 — Michigan 4-H Foundation annual meeting.
Oct. 7–10 — North Central Regional 4-H Volunteer Forum at
Michigan State University.
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Percent to Goal: 30%

Fund Update
The Michigan 4-H Volunteer Recognition Fund is an
opportunity for Emerald Clover Society members and
4-H alumni to honor their volunteer leaders while
providing support for the continued encouragement
and development of the adults who volunteer with 4-H
youth in Michigan communities today. Additional gifts are
welcomed to help the fund grow.
Founding gifts:

Wayne and Faye Adam
Janet and James Blanchard
William and Nancy Bortel
Sheila and Conan Burkhardt
Julie and Larry Chapin
Donald and Rebecca Jost
Ralph and Betty Kirch
Russell and LouAnn Mawby

Meijer, Inc.
Michael and Diane Pridgeon
Terrance and Dawn Reid
Gary and Eiko Iwai Seevers
Sara and Dale Stuby
Nancy and Steven Thelen
Melvin and Linda Thompson
Wayne and Diane Wood
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4-H Emerald Clover Society alumni
and Salute to Excellence volunteers
to be honored June 24

I

In June, 15 outstanding Michigan 4-H
alumni will be inducted into the Michigan 4-H
Emerald Clover Society, and five outstanding
4-H volunteers will be honored as 4-H Salute to
Excellence winners.
The ceremony is June 24 at the Michigan
State University Kellogg Center in East Lansing.
It begins at 5 p.m. with dinner afterward. Russell
G. Mawby, W.K. Kellogg Foundation chairman
emeritus and 2002 Emerald Clover Society
member, will serve as the master of ceremonies.
Reservations for the ceremony and dinner
are $100/person and must be made by June 11.
Invitations were mailed in late April. To reserve
your tickets with your MasterCard or Visa credit or
debit card, call the Michigan 4-H Foundation or
visit online at www.mi4hfdtn.org. You can also
make pay by check made payable to the Michigan
4-H Foundation.
The Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society
(ECS) honors former Michigan 4-H members
whose professional leadership and community
service reflect the ultimate outcome of 4-H membership — extraordinary use of an individual’s
head, heart, hands and health to make communities, the country and the world better places
in which to live. This recognition is provided by
Michigan 4-H Youth Development with support
from the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
The 2010 ECS inductees are: Gale L. Arent,
of DeWitt; Lewis J. Bordeaux, Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia; William L. Bortel, Caro; John Cook,
Peck; Garrett F. Geer, Bay City/Dubai; James
E. Gleason, Whitmore Lake; Elizabeth R. Haar,
Lansing; Judith L. Huynh, Portland; Ralph E.
Kirch, Richland; Anthony Korican, St. Joseph;
Brandon Schroeder, Tawas City; Theresa K. Silm,
St. Johns; Linda F. Parrett Thompson, Bethesda,
Md.; John R. Welser, Hickory Corners; and Sally
Wietfeldt, Midland.

ECS members receive a recognition award, an
exclusive ECS membership pin, and individual
biographical recognition on the society’s Web site
and on the ECS wall at Kettunen Center.
ECS members are inducted every two years.
The inaugural class was inducted in 2002 in
honor of the national 4-H centennial. Subsequent
classes were inducted in 2004, 2006 and 2008.
Nominations for the 2012 class will be accepted
through Jan. 31, 2012.
The 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards honor
outstanding volunteers for their dedication to
youth. The Lifetime Volunteer Award is presented
to a 4-H volunteer who has spent 10 or more
years volunteering for 4-H; the Volunteer of the
Year Award is presented to a 4-H volunteer with
fewer than 10 years of service.
Lifetime Volunteer Awards will be presented to
Harry J. Bonner, Sr., Albion, who has served as a
Calhoun County 4-H volunteer for 31 years, and
Joe and Theresa Whitenight, Ira, who have volunteered for more than 21 years in St. Clair County.
Receiving the Volunteer of the Year Award is Jan
Pollard, Montrose, who has been a 4-H volunteer in
Saginaw County for four years. Jan has also been
selected as the 2010 North Central Region 4-H
Volunteer of the Year. She is eligible to be selected
for the National 4-H Salute to Excellence Award.
The 2009 Lifetime Volunteer Awardee, Frank
Ezop, Saginaw County, will also be honored June 24.
The honorees will receive a plaque and they will
be asked to designate a 4-H program, club or activity to receive a $400 award in their name. Awardees
will also have their names engraved on the Salute to
Excellence recognition at Kettunen Center.
For more information on the 4-H Emerald
Clover Society and its 128 members, visit www.
mi4hfdtn.org/ecs. For more information on
the 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards, visit http://
web1.msue.msu.edu/4h/staward.html.
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Congratulations to the
4-H Emerald Clover Society
Class of 2010
Gale L. Arent
Berrien County 4-H’er
Lewis J. Bordeaux
Gogebic County 4-H’er
William L. Bortel
Lenawee County 4-H’er
John Cook
Sanilac County 4-H’er
Garrett F. Geer
St. Clair County 4-H’er
James E. Gleason
Washtenaw County 4-H’er
Elizabeth R. Haar
Wayne County 4-H’er
Judith L. Huynh
Ionia County 4-H’er
Ralph E. Kirch
Kalamazoo County 4-H’er
Anthony Korican
Monroe County 4-H’er
Brandon Schroeder
Sanilac County 4-H’er
Theresa K. Silm
Eaton County 4-H’er
Linda F. Parrett Thompson
Washtenaw County 4-H’er
John R. Welser
St. Clair County 4-H’er
Sally Wietfeldt
Midland County 4-H’er

Michigan 4-H Salute to
Excellence Winners

2009 Lifetime Volunteer Award
Frank Ezop, Saginaw County
2010 Lifetime Volunteer Award
Harry J. Bonner, Sr., Calhoun County
Joe and Theresa Whitenight,
St. Clair County
2010 Volunteer of the Year Award
Jan Pollard, Saginaw County

www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage

3

Dow Chemical supports youth conservation councils

T

The Dow Chemical Company
provided a grant to support the
Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation
Council (M4-HYCC) and to develop
county youth conservation councils
across the state.
The M4-HYCC was created in
1998 as a statewide 4-H group to
engage teens, ages 13 to 19, in
active stewardship and citizenship
work related to emerging and ongoing community-based environmental issues. The council presents its
annual research finding and proposes solutions to environmental
issues to the Michigan Legislature.
In 2008-09, eight county youth
conservation councils were created
with support from the DTE Energy
Foundation. With additional support
from the Dow Chemical Company in
2009-10, the program has expanded to
include four additional county youth
conservation councils — in Emmet,
Ingham, Iosco and Sanilac counties.
These counties each received a $1,000
Dow Chemical County 4‑H Youth
Conservation Council mini-grant.
Grants of $500 each were also
awarded to the eight pilot programs — in Barry, Grand Traverse,
Lapeer, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland,
Saginaw and Washtenaw counties.

Each county youth conservation
council consists of a group of teens
interested in learning about local
environmental issues and influencing public policy in their county,
city or township governments.
4-H youth conservation councils
from Barry, Monroe and Saginaw
counties presented their work and findings at the 2010 4-H Environmental
4

“I think its very cool! All kinds
of things live in the forest – so
much can be learned there.”
— Kathy Walters-Surratt,
Barry County MSU Extension
4-H youth educator

and Outdoor Education Workshop at
Kettunen Center.
The Barry County 4-H Youth

is in its second year. Last year, members evaluated a county drain as it flowed
from a lake to a river and investigated local residents’ perceptions,
attitudes, and knowledge on water
and drain issues.
This year, the council, is making
an educational conservation site in
the county.
Kathy Walters-Surratt, Barry
County MSU Extension 4-H youth
educator, said 4-H has had a long
history with the property. The property belongs to the county, but 4-H
purchased the trees on the property
in the 1930s.
“In the deed for the land it states
that any income from the trees has to
go back into the property. Some of the
youth ideas are to use the trees to build
a pavilion or even a log cabin to hold
meetings and for other educational
purposes,” Walters-Surratt said.
In February, the youth conservation council held an open house
with tours of the property for county
commissioners and the public.
The council has eight 4-H members and is led by Thomas Funke,
a relatively new 4-H volunteer and
also director of conservation for the
Michigan Audubon Society.
Conservation Council
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The Dow Chemical Company Foundation supported the
development of new county-based youth conservation councils in
Emmet, Ingham, Iosco and Sanilac counties and further programs
in Barry, Grand Traverse, Lapeer, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland,
Saginaw and Washtenaw counties.

“We want to do a biological
inventory and then develop a fiveyear management plan for the
property to develop trails, programs,
etc.,” Funke said.
The youth will present their plan
to county commissioners and also
have it on display at the county fair.

For the plan, each youth member is
responsible for identifying the species
of trees, animals and other organisms
living on a portion of the property.
“I think its very cool! All kinds of
things live in the forest — so much
can be learned there,” WaltersSurratt said.

Mini-grants support 4-H locally

A

Annually the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees approves the
distribution of competitive grants to encourage the development of innovative 4‑H program opportunities in local communities.
4-H innovative mini-grants were awarded in three grant categories for the
2009-10 program year. In addition to the Dow Chemical County 4-H Youth
Conservation Council Grants listed above, these grants were also awarded:
The OMEDA Youth Tractor Safety Education grant, funded by a gift from
the Ohio-Michigan Equipment Dealers Association, encourages 4-H youth
staff members to partner with their county MSU Extension agricultural
educators and volunteers to offer learning experiences that help youth learn
tractor safety practices. One $500 grant was awarded to expand Berrien
County’s 4-H Tractor Operator Program (TOP).

The On-Target 4-H Shooting Sports grant, funded by Thomas Cobb,
Michigan 4-H Foundation former trustee, help county 4-H shooting sports
programs enhance existing programs, develop a new program or offer
a special experience related to 4-H shooting sports. One $500 grant was
awarded to Calhoun County to start a 4-H shooting sports program.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Spring 2010, Volume 31, No. 1

Corporate sponsors make a difference for 4-H

C

Corporate and business donors
of $1,000 or more annually are
recognized as Corporate Clover Club
members. They are listed in Vantage,
on the foundation’s Web site, and in
the annual report, and are recognized
at the Clover Citation Luncheon.
Corporate and business organizations can provide annual support
for the work of Michigan 4-H or can
sponsor specific programs that are
aligned with a business’s interests and
target audiences.

Corporate and business gifts
received in 2009-10 have supported
4-H in a variety of ways:

dairy programs, 4-H Dairy Days, the
4-H Dairy Conference and the Dairy
Industry Initiative.

Jackson National Life Insurance

Chemical Financial Corporation,

sponsored the 2010
Butterflies in the Garden exhibit at
the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

Consumers Energy Foundation and

Company

The American Dairy Association
of Michigan provided funds for 4-H

dairy programs and sponsors the
2010 State 4-H Dairy Award.
The Michigan Milk Producers
Association supported general 4-H

provided
unrestricted gifts to support 4-H’s
area of greatest need.
A grant from Monsanto through
National 4-H Council will support the
North Central Regional 4-H Volunteer
Forum, to be hosted by Michigan 4-H
Youth Development Oct. 7-10, 2010.
McCartney and Company

Gifts from the

National Wild

supported
4-H shooting sports programs.
Additional gifts were received
from Graphicus Signs & Designs,
Turkey Federation, Inc.,

Knappen Milling Company, Michigan
Holstein Association, Michigan
Horse Council, MSU Federal Credit
Union, Michigan Pork Producers
Association, Nutrition Impact, LLC,
Toyota USA, UAW International
Union and the Wal-Mart Foundation.

(For the complete list, see page 12.)

4-H foundation officer and trustee elections

J

of East Lansing, was
reelected president of the Michigan 4‑H
Foundation at the fall board meeting Oct. 2.
Fitzpatrick is president of Michigan Virtual
University (MVU). He previously served as vice
president of MVU and as director of technology for
the Michigan Department of Education. He was
also director of the Regional Educational Media
Center at the Saginaw Intermediate School District.
Also reelected were: as vice president,
David Ramaker, Midland, Chemical Financial
Corporation president and CEO; as treasurer,
Michael McIntyre, Okemos, attorney/certified
public accountant, Michael D. McIntyre, P.L.C.;
and as secretary, Cheryl Booth, Ithaca, MSU
Extension assistant director and state leader for
Children, Youth, Families and Communities. The
immediate past president is Philip Seitz, Hale.
Board of trustee elections were held during the
annual membership meeting Oct. 2. Fitzpatrick was
reelected to a three-year term on the Michigan 4-H
Foundation Board of Trustees. Also reelected were
Pamala Babbitt, Muskegon; David Porteous, Reed
City; and Claudia Scioly, Ann Arbor.
Four trustees representing 73 collective years
of service also retired as board members at the
foundation’s annual membership meeting.
Elaine Bristol, of West Branch; Thomas Cobb,
Jamey Fitzpatrick,

Bloomfield Hills; Victor Fulgoni III, Battle Creek;
and George House, Ada were honored for their
service as trustees. Cobb, Fulgoni and House each
served as president, vice president and immediate
past president of the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
Two youth trustees join the board
Carlos Guzman, of Ravenna (Muskegon
County), and Kevin Thomas II, of Van Buren
Township (Wayne County), were elected to threeyear terms on the Michigan 4-H Foundation
Board of Trustees at the winter and spring board
meetings, respectively.
Their board positions are two of three positions for trustees aged 16 to 22.
Guzman is a Muskegon County 4-H member and
current president of the Ravenna Livestock Club. As a
high school senior, he is an active FFA member and
a multisport athlete (bowling, soccer, and football in
his freshman and sophomore years). He also served
as his soccer team captain and coaches a youth
basketball team for his church. Guzman plans to
attend Michigan State University this fall.
Thomas has been a Wayne County 4-H
member for eight years and currently serves as
president of the Mt. Zion 4-H Club. He is a junior
at Belleville High School where he is active in
the marching, concert and jazz bands and is a
member of the National Honor Society.

Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Spring 2010, Volume 31, No. 1

(L to R) Carlos Guzman, Muskegon County,
and Kevin Thomas II, Wayne County, were
elected as Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees.

Adam honored as
trustee emerita
Faye A. Adam,
of Snover, was
elected trustee
emerita at the
Oct. 2 annual
membership
meeting.
Faye A. Adam
Adam served as
a Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee
from 1988 to 2008. She was the
foundation’s first woman president
and served as vice president and
immediate past president. She
chaired the nominating committee,
co-chaired the 4-H Centennial
Celebration Committee and was a
member of the 4-H Youth Task Force
in 2001. She also received the 1996
Michigan 4-H Citation Award. Adam
joins Raymond Bollaert and Alan Ott
as trustees emeriti.
www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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Garden + arts = Garden SmArts

V

Visitors to the Michigan 4-H Children’s
Gardens have had the opportunity to blend art
with the gardens for some time. But for the past
year, art has been a larger focus in the gardens
with the help of storyteller and artist-in-residence
Steveanna Roose.
Roose creatively integrates hands-on art and
nature experiences, language, literature, voice,
gesture and audience participation.
“I am a performance storyteller. I am not just
reading a book,” Roose explained. “When you are
holding a book the audience looks at the book. I
touch the plants and tell the story about that plant.
The audience still hears the story but also has a
meaningful experience. A story is so powerful.
We’re all about meaningful experiences.”
Roose defined Garden SmArts as the creative
process of combining the gardens with the arts.
“Doing and exploring the gardens with
hands-on, meaningful experiences create
4-H Children’s Gardens Schedule
Spring & Summer 2010
Garden Discovery Days

Garden Geocache Event — June 12, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
Fairy and Elves Tea Party — June 17, 10 a.m.
–noon
Father’s Day — June 20, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Wizards Day — June 22, 10 a.m. –noon
Train Day — July 22, 10 a.m.–noon
Bug Day — July 27, 10 a.m.–noon
An Evening in the Garden — Aug. 13, 8–10 p.m.

memory and to me are some of the most powerful
experiences.”
Roose approached Jessica Albright, Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens education coordinator,
about a possible partnership in 2009.
“I had performed around the state, and I just
love the 4-H Children’s Gardens at MSU,” Roose
said. “I knew of some of the arts funding opportunities and brought those to the table. I was
interested in not just a one-time performance
but more of a relationship with the gardens.”
A partnership developed, and Roose became
the first 4-H Children’s Gardens artist-in-residence, supported by a grant from the Arts Council
of Greater Lansing and through the Gordon and
Norma Guyer Endowment at Michigan State
University.
Roose assisted with training 4-H Children’s
Gardens volunteers, including docents and the
high school student storytellers for the Stories in
the Garden program.
“Stories in the Garden has been in collaboration with the East Lansing Library since 1998.
I helped train the high school storytellers to be
more animated,” Roose said. “The grant helped
purchase props — things that made noise, puppets — things to enhance the story. Now it’s even
more interactive.

“Some of the young people came to multiple
trainings. They even started bringing in their
own props — puppets, blankets, etc.”
Roose also performed for school groups with
the Seeds of Science program and during some
of the public garden programs, including the
Garden Writers Workshop. This summer she is
leading the new Strolling with the Storyteller
series.
“We also wanted to add a public outreach
component. Visitors may not realize there’s a
Sundial Garden, for instance. Ideally, someone
would always be available in the gardens — a
docent, staff member, me — but we can’t always
be there. I conceptualized a Garden SmArts
brochure that shows the best and brightest parts
of the gardens from a visitor’s point of view,”
she said.
The back of the brochure includes a scavenger hunt with items to find in the gardens to
deepen the garden experience. Youth can also
color the page.
“There are so many things in the gardens
related to art and science. I just think the 4-H
Children’s Gardens are one of the most cultural
assets in our community,” Roose said. “I feel like
I’m an ambassador for the gardens. I just love it
and want to highlight it!”

Splendid Stories

Stories in the Garden — July 13 from 7–8:30 p.m.,
July 29 from 10–11 a.m. & Aug. 12 from
7–8:30 p.m.
Stories for Sprouts & Seedlings — June 15,
July 20, Aug. 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19 & Nov. 16
from 10–11 a.m.
Strolling with the Story Teller — June 21, July
14 and Aug. 17 from 7-8 p.m.

Curiosity Camps

Garden Writers Workshop — July 13–15,
10 a.m.–noon
Camp Monet — Aug. 2–4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Just for Garden Lovers!

Plant Sale — June 5, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Visit http://www.mi4hfdtn.org for
the complete schedule with event
descriptions, costs and details.
Registration is required for all events.
8
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Steveanna Roose (photo right), Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens artist-in-residence,
shares plant folklore and stories to teen volunteers as part of a training for the Stories
in the Garden program.
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‘Take Me Fishing’ at Kettunen Center

K

Kettunen Center has increased its waterrelated educational program activities through
a new Take Me Fishing program grant.
The initiative, which began in September,
launched innovative and dynamic winter programming. It has sparked the development of
new programs and the purchase of new equipment and supplies for water-related educational
and recreational activities for guests.
The Take Me Fishing program focuses on
getting children, ages 3 and older, families and
adults outdoors to enjoy fishing year round, lake
ecology, canoeing, kayaking, nature study, snow
science, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and
bird watching for learning, physical fitness and
an appreciation of Michigan’s natural water
resources.
“The overall goal for the Take Me Fishing
initiative at Kettunen Center was to involve
2,000 youth and adults in fishing, boating and
water-related educational program activities
this year,” said Andrea Grix, Kettunen Center
education coordinator.

PEP
Continued from cover

obstacle course to regional and state
audiences, including participants at
4-H PEP workshops.
“We design the obstacle course
around a theme. The kids help
create the course and sometimes
even incorporate the theme into
the drill team.”
Past obstacle course themes have
included a construction theme with
barriers, blinking lights on the barrels and caution tape, and a wedding
theme with tulle draped between cones
and a white runner the horses had
to walk on. Last year, the members
decided on a Run for the Roses theme,

The Take Me Fishing program grant sparked the development of new water-related
programs for educational and recreational activities for Kettunen Center guests.

The Take Me Fishing program is funded by
a grant from the National Recreation and Park
Association provided by the Recreational Boating
and Fishing Foundation. The grant funded the
purchase of new ice fishing equipment and supplies, including an ice shanty fishing shelter for
programming and an ice auger. It also funded
life jackets, a new paddleboat, repairs to the

complete with silks for the drill team
riders. To add a degree of difficulty,
the riders never ride the same course.
“Riders are told the trail course
at the gate. It helps work on memory skills,” DePue said.
“My kids are awesome. I’m just
so proud of them. They’re not selfcentered, they’re amazing! We have
great fun,” she said.
Club alumni have become
special education teachers, PEP volunteers and more. “One of my students is a Michigan State University
student now with an internship in
the horse management program.
“I’m in awe that I get to be part of
their lives,” DePue said. “I cannot tell
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dock and the resurfacing of the handicappedaccessible trail to the Kettunen Center waterfront.
Grant subsidies for programs meant lower
fees for participants of the Take Me Fishing
Family Fun Day, the Winter Family Fun Day,
one-day 4-H TRACKERS school field trips and
multi-day overnight camps and a Project WILD
curriculum workshop for educators.

you how much these kids and their
families mean to me and each other.
In this world full of doubt and darkness, these children and this family
of 4-H, this community brings light
and hope to each other and I hope to
the community around us.”
The Michigan 4-H Proud
Equestrians Program (PEP, formerly HRH) was introduced in
1974 in partnership with Lida
McCowan, executive director of the
Cheff Center for the Handicapped,
and with support from a three-year
grant from the W.K. Kellogg and
C.S. Mott foundations.
“Many don’t realize that
Michigan is one of the only

states that has a 4-H therapeutic
horseback riding program,” said
Karen Waite, Michigan 4-H equine
Extension specialist.
“The program brings ablebodied volunteers and riders with
disabilities together, which has
tremendous benefit in and of itself.
With the help of trained and caring volunteers, riders can improve
balance, coordination, posture and
muscle tone. Horseback riding also
increases self-esteem, self-confidence, discipline and social growth.
But more importantly, riding is fun!
“The Michigan 4-H PEP Program
is something that we should all be
very, very proud of,” Waite said.

www.mi4hfdtn.org/vantage
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Donors make lifetime gifts to grow the gardens

R

R e c e n t l y, t h e M i c h i g a n
4-H Foundation received three
planned gifts for the Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens. To honor
two of these donors, the Michigan
4-H Foundation Board of Trustees
created endowment funds in their
names. They are also recognized as
members of the foundation’s A.G.
Kettunen and Cornerstone societies.
Mary Ellen Brubaker, of Okemos,
died July 7, 2009. Her late husband,
Carl H. Brubaker Jr., was a Michigan
State University faculty member.
She named the Michigan 4-H
Children’s Gardens as beneficiary
of a portion of her estate.
To honor her, the Michigan
4-H Foundation Board of Trustees
established the Mary Ellen Brubaker
Fund for the Michigan 4-H Children’s
Gardens to support the annual care,

maintenance and upkeep of the
gardens. Additionally, it supports
general garden operations.
Estate gifts can be made in several ways: through a will or living
trust, as a gift of retirement assets
or as a gift of life insurance. Donors

may choose a specific amount, a
percentage of an estate or a residual
after other distributions from an
estate are fulfilled.
Marvis Richardson, of Lansing,
died Oct. 6, 2009. She was a retired
Michigan State University professor and a sponsor of the Alice in
Wonderland Maze and the Secret
Garden in the outdoor Michigan
4-H Children’s Garden. Her first
donation to the gardens was the
life-size sculpture “Young Girl,”
sculpted by Nancy Leiserowitz, to
represent Mary Lennox, the main
character in Frances Hodgson
Burnett’s “The Secret Garden.”
During her lifetime, Richardson
donated several deferred charitable gift annuities to support the
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.
Charitable gift annuities can be
used to make a significant cash or
securities gifts. The donor receives a
guaranteed rate of return for life. At
the donor’s or named beneficiary’s
death, the Michigan 4-H Foundation
is then able to use the remainder of
See Lifetime gifts, page 11
Marvis Richardson
(photo left) made several
charitable gift annuities
to support the Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens.
She was the sponsor of
the Alice in Wonderland
Maze and the Secret
Garden in the outdoor
Michigan 4-H Children’s
Garden. Her first donation
to the gardens was the
life-size sculpture “Young
Girl,” sculpted by Nancy
Leiserowitz to represent
Mary Lennox, the main
character in Frances
Hodgson Burnett’s “The
Secret Garden.”
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Types of Planned Gifts

Bequests through a Will
Wills provide many donors an excellent opportunity to
support Michigan 4-H programs. Donors may bequeath a
specific amount, a percentage of the estate or a residual
after other distributions from an estate are fulfilled.
Testamentary Charitable Remainder Trusts
Donors may establish charitable remainder trusts through
their estate plans and provide for an eventual gift to the
Michigan 4-H Foundation and an income for a spouse or
other survivor for his/her lifetime.
Charitable Remainder Unitrusts
Donors may establish a charitable remainder trust and
provide for the trustee to pay them a fixed percentage of
the value of the trust assets each year for their lifetime.
Charitable Gift Annuities
Through charitable gift annuities, a donor makes a
significant cash or securities gift and receives a guaranteed
rate of return for life. At the donor’s or named beneficiary’s
death, the Michigan 4-H Foundation is then able to use the
money to support 4-H programs.
Life Estate Contracts
Donors may make a gift of a personal residence or farm
to the Michigan 4-H Foundation, receive a current income
tax deduction for a portion of the value of the property and
retain the use of the property for their lifetime.
Gifts of Life Insurance Policies or Retirement Funds
Donors may name the Michigan 4-H Foundation as the primary
or secondary beneficiary of an existing life insurance policy or
a new policy. Similarly, a person can name the foundation as
beneficiary of retirement funds after his/her death.
Charitable Lead Trusts
Donors may make an irrevocable gift to establish a charitable
trust with the Michigan 4-H Foundation providing that the
trustees pay an income to the Michigan 4-H Foundation for a
fixed period of years and then, at the end of that time, transfer
the asset to children, grandchildren or other specified persons.
Additional Planned Gift Considerations
• Gifts of $10,000 or more can establish a perpetual named
endowment fund. Postsecondary endowed scholarships
require a minimum gift of $30,000. Please consult with
the Michigan 4-H Foundation to develop an endowment
contract and verify your gift intention can be met.
• Gifts of any type may be designated to support a specific
4-H program area, county, Kettunen Center or the
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.
• Unrestricted gifts may also be made to support future
and emerging needs of 4-H youth development.
If you are interested in making a planned gift, and especially
to designate your gift or establish an endowment, it is
recommended that you or your attorney consult with the
Michigan 4-H Foundation to verify that your gift intention
can be met.
Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Spring 2010, Volume 31, No. 1

Oceana County 4-H volunteer receives MFB
4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award

D

an Oceana
County 4-H volunteer, received
the third annual Michigan Farm
Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in
Agriculture Award Dec. 1 at the MFB
annual meeting.
The award recognizes outstanding achievements of Michigan 4-H
volunteers who have exhibited
excellence in youth education and
leadership development in the areas
of 4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats;
horses; horticulture, crops and soils;
poultry; rabbits; sheep; swine; or
veterinary science.
As the 2009 award winner, Cole
is the recipient of a $1,000 grant
to support 4-H volunteer training,
supplies or curriculum, or the
enhancement of local or statewide
4-H programming.
In nominating Cole, Joy Hamilton,
Oceana County MSU Extension 4-H

program supervisor, described a person
who, through coaching young people
in goat husbandry, develops their
character on levels that reach beyond
routine livestock showmanship.
“Diane demands dedication in
her club and transfers that to every
part of a child’s life. She is a great
role model, and the members of
her club learn how to be giving
and unselfish,” Hamilton said,
recalling several instances when
Cole donated young animals to
members of her Kip’s Kids 4-H club
because they lacked the means of
procuring an animal on their own.
Cole’s students learn to encourage others, show determination and
perseverance, win graciously, lose
with dignity and always strive for
improvement.
“Members must develop their
confidence to meet the expectations

of their peers and maintain the
excellent reputation of the team,”
Hamilton said. “They represent our
county with pride.”
Cole also emphasizes community service through the 4-H club’s
regular participation in a highway
cleanup program. Members learn
teamwork by designing, building
and entering a float in the county’s
annual Asparagus Festival parade.
And the club structure itself has
lessons to offer, as all participants
acquire public speaking skills,
learn parliamentary procedure and
eventually run a club meeting on
their own.
“There are many rewards for
4-H leaders, but the greatest is
watching the young people in my
club grow into bright, promising
adults,” Cole said.
The 4-H Excellence in

Lifetime gifts

as Richardson specified when she
made her charitable gift annuity, a
portion of her gift will establish the

the Rock Garden in the outdoor
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden.
Planned gift donors are recognized
as members of the A.G. Kettunen
Society, established in 2007 to provide
lifetime recognition to donors who
have made documented legacy commitments to 4-H. The society honors
the legacy of Arne G. Kettunen, state
4-H club leader from 1925 to 1956.
The society honors donors who
have legacy gift intentions for 4-H
while they are still living. It also
allows donors to share their wishes
and the impact they would like to see
their gift make to benefit Michigan’s
young people. A.G. Kettunen Society

Diane Cole,

Continued from page 10

the funds to support 4-H programs
as the donor has described.
To honor Richardson, the
Michigan 4-H Foundation Board
of Trustees established the Marvis
Richardson Fund for the Michigan

to support
annual operations of the Michigan
4-H Children’s Gardens. Her gift
also provides support for the
renewal and maintenance of the
theme gardens she sponsored, the
Alice in Wonderland Maze and
the Secret Garden. In addition,
4-H Children’s Gardens

Jane Lundeen Taylor Tribute Fund.

Taylor was the first curator of the
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.
R u t h S m i t h - E p p e l h e i m e r,

of Coldwater, also named the
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens
as beneficiary of a portion of her
estate. She died Nov. 5, 2009.
She was a registered nurse and a
member of St. Marks Episcopal
Church. She and her second husband, Marvin Eppelheimer, were
regular donors to the Michigan
4-H Foundation and sponsors of
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Oceana County 4-H volunteer
Diane Cole (right) received
the third annual MFB 4-H
Excellence in Agriculture
Award. Also pictured is MFB
president Wayne Wood.

Agriculture Award is the product
of a campaign led by MFB to
establish an endowment to honor
and reward exceptional 4-H leaders. Nominations for the 2010
award are due to the Michigan
4-H Foundation July 1. For more
information and for a nomination
packet, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/
grants.html.
members receive a recognition certificate suitable for framing, permanent acknowledgement as a legacy
donor in the foundation’s annual
report, and, for gifts that exceed
$25,000 at maturity, recognition as
Cornerstone Society members.
The Michigan 4-H Foundation
invites any donor considering
a planned gift for 4-H to have a
conversation with the foundation’s
executive director to verify that your
gift intent can be met.
For more information on
planned giving and/or the A.G.
Kettunen Society, contact Cheryl
Howell at (517) 353-6692.
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Grice wins diversity award
Sherry Grice, Calhoun County
4-H youth development educator,
received the 2009 Diversity Award
from the National Association of
Extension 4-H Agents (NAE4-HA).
Grice also received the North
Central Regional diversity award
earlier this year.
Leelanau 4-H Club wins
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Award
The 4-H Kids Club of Leelanau
County received the 4-H Families
County: Family Strengthening
Award from the Annie E. Casey
Foundation. The $15,000 award
will be used to provide partial and
full scholarships for families in the

J.C. Penney Afterschool
Grants awarded
4-H programs in Dickinson,
Houghton-Keweenaw, Macomb,
Mecosta, Midland, Montcalm and

counties received J.C.
Penney Afterschool Round-Up
Grants from National 4-H Council
totaling nearly $13,000 to support
4-H after-school programs.
Shiawassee

Fogal joins
Kettunen Center staff
Paul Fogal joined the Kettunen
Center program staff in January and
assumed the marketing coordinator
position effective March 1. Fogal previously served as program manager
for the Adventure Learning Center at
Eagle Village and has experience with
outdoor education.

Thanks to our Corporate Clover
Club members!

The Corporate Clover Club is an
annual giving program recognizing
corporate and business gifts over
$1,000. Between July 1, 2009,
and May 5, 2010, corporate gifts
were received from:
• Accident Fund Company of America
• American Dairy Association of Michigan
• American Forest Foundation
• Arts Council of Greater Lansing
• Chemical Financial Corporation
• Consumers Energy Foundation
• Graphicus Signs & Designs
• Ingham County Farm Bureau
• Jackson National Life Insurance
• Knappen Milling Company
• McCartney & Company, P.C.
• Michigan Holstein Association
• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Milk Producers Association
• Michigan Pork Producers Association
• Monsanto
• MSU Federal Credit Union
• National Recreation and Park
Association
• National Wild Turkey Federation, Inc.
• Nutrition Impact, LLC
• Toyota USA
• UAW International Union National
Cap Dept.
• Wal-Mart Foundation

