MARRIAGE MATERIAL
Banquet Highlights
Over 130 pro-life supporters attended our first Marriage Material Benefit
Banquet which raised $17,000. Bishop Cozzens gave a very inspiring talk
saying, “What I love about Marriage Material is they recognize that family is
essential to life, so they want to help women in crisis pregnancies ultimately
form families.” Bishop Cozzens shared the pathway of using “humble means”
or “private means” to promote a culture of life. He said, “These ‘humble
means’ are usually not seen by many if any at all. For example,
a. I make a special sacrifice to go to
daily mass and pray
b. I spend an extra hour in adoration
c. I do my duty especially well
d. I am patient with someone who annoys me
e. I get up again after my failure and go to confession
f. I silently offer up my suffering
g. I do some private work of charity that nobody sees
St. Sharbel Markhluf was held up as an example of
living a life using humble means. St. Sharbel was a
hermit from the Lebanese Maronite Order and a few months after he was buried, a light was seen surrounding his tomb. A great number of miracles have
been attributed to St. Sharbel since his death.
Kalley Yanta shared her passion for the unborn and was her typical
charismatic self as she guided us through the evening as our MC. We were
able to hear her stories about being kicked out of an abortion clinic as she
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tried to support young women in crisis. Kalley presented the Shining Light Award to Joe McGrath and shared
with us about his virtue filled life. He received a standing ovation as Bishop Cozzens handed him the award.
The highlight of the
evening was when our
student volunteer, Emily,
from the University of St.
Thomas, spoke about her
pro-life perspective as a
millennial. She shared
that her family of origin
consisted of a
single mom and that she appreciated everyone’s prayers
because she felt that she personally benefited
from those prayers. Emily was just bursting with the
Holy Spirit and living the words of St. Pope John
Paul II who said, “Dear Young People, let yourselves be
taken over by the light of Christ.” We hope to
bring her back again next year!

- MISSION STATEMENTTo provide a continuum of support so young women in crisis pregnancies can be filled with the hope
necessary to turn away from abortion and God willing, enter into marriage.

FOUN D ER ’ S FAV O R I T E
By Nancy Kiolbasa

Normally this section highlights a
client story, but I just came back
from a volunteer’s home and I am
dying to share my favorite volunteer
story about Georgia instead.
Georgia answered the phones last
week while I was skiing in Colorado
with my family. It is not easy to find
someone who has the knowledge, time and desire to take calls
from abortion minded clients. I was so appreciative of Georgia saying yes.
We got home last night and this morning I high tailed it
over to Georgia’s house to retrieve the phones. She shared
the stories about the clients that called and how she was
able to get each one set up to go in for an ultrasound. It
isn’t easy to convince an abortion minded woman to do
this and I was so thankful for Georgia’s ability to help these
women. Seeing the beating heart of their babies goes a long
way in helping women turn away from abortion.
I was praising Georgia for her success and she said in reply,
“Well, I had a lot of my friends praying for me this week.”
She continued, “Speaking of prayer, when the first client
called I ran to my bedroom to take the call. The phones
were in there, next to my notes and I could close the door
for privacy. When I came out, I asked my children to pray
and was so touched to hear they had already said a Hail
Mary together.”
Hearing that just brought tears to my eyes. As I was getting

ready to leave, Georgia said, “I hope it was okay that I gave one of the
clients my home phone number. She was so upset and I wanted to be
able to stay in touch with her.” Georgia has a heart of gold. I walked out
to my car with the phones in my purse and a big smile on my face.

Last year, 275 women from
Minnesota and Wisconsin viewed our Abortion
Advice website.
We have plans for testing
different websites this year
to optimize our online
presenceand increase the
views to 500. Almost all
abortions start on line.
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