
Township of Lower Alsace, Berks County, PA 
June 13, 2019 

 
The Lower Alsace Board of Supervisors met in regular session on Thursday, June 13, 
2019 at 6:30 P.M. in the Township Municipal Building, 1200 Carsonia Avenue, 
Reading, PA. 

 

I. ATTENDANCE 
 

Board members in attendance included Jim Oswald, John Theodossiou and Todd 
Weikel. Also in attendance was Jim Lorah from the Central Berks Codes Department,  
Homer Williams and Don Pottiger, Township Residents 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

A motion to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2019  Lower Alsace Township 

Supervisors’ Meeting was made by Supervisor Oswald, seconded by Supervisor 

Theodossiou and all voted yes to approve. 

 

III. SOLICITOR  

 

A. A motion was made by Supervisor Oswald, seconded by Supervisor Theodossiou 

and all voted yes to authorize the advertisement of an Ordinance to required 

proper credentialing for all Plumbing and Electrical Contractors who perform 

permitted work for the Township property owners.  

  

IV. ENGINEER 

 

A. Joe Rogosky reported that the township’s request for waiver of the MS4 Permit 

requirements is currently under review by the PA DEP who has now requested an 

updated PAG -13 NPDES permit NOI prior to their consideration of the waiver.  

The manager indicated that one would be sent.  

 

B. Joe Rogosky updated the board on the PennDot Bridge project for Friedensburg 

and Antietam Road intersection and reported that they are scheduling a public 

meeting with the Township late summer to provide public information for the 

construction phase of the project.    

 

C. Joe Rogosky reported the road crew has been working on approximately 400 ft of 

drainage improvements in the Haag Road area in preparation for the 2019 Road 

paving project and most recently discovered a sink hole and collapse of the storm 

water drainage system on Cornell street that created the need for emergency 

repairs that may exceed the bid requirements.  The Township contracted with 

CMS (?) for the Back hoe, operator and foreman and the other labor and 

materials were provided by the Township road crew.  Joe then explained that this 

project is likely indicative of future storm water facility improvement needs on 

Cornell due to manner in which the storm water facilities were originally 

installed.   
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D. The Engineer then reported that the Borough Officials from Mt. Penn requesting 

$15,000 contribution towards a drainage improvement project in the Borough to 

help settle a 15 year law suit that happened to include the Township despite the 

township’s 15 year denial of any responsibility for the storm water issues alleged 

to be the fault of the municipalities. Both the Engineer and  Solicitor encouraged 

the Supervisors to support the contribution that would only be granted if there 

was assurance in writing that the Township would be released from this current 

suit together with all current heirs and successors of the property owners.  

Supervisor Oswald made the motion to approve this transaction that was 

seconded by Supervisor Weikel and all vote yes to approve.    

 

V.  MANAGER - TREASURER’S REPORT / LIST OF BILLS 

 

A. A motion to accept the April 30, 2019 Treasurer’s report and approve the 

payment of the list of bills as presented totaling to $1,029.61 from the Fire Tax 

Fund and $119,574.88 from the General Fund was made by Supervisor Oswald, 

seconded by Supervisor Theodossiou and all voted yes to approve.  

 

VI. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 

 

A. Central Berks Police Department  

 

1. The May report was submitted and Det. Manndel and Doug Demangere 

from Crime Watch attended to provide a demonstration on the newly 

launched Crime Watch program hosted by Central Berks Police Department.  

There was additional discussion regarding the use of the program for Codes 

complaints.  Supervisor Oswald then questioned Det. Manndel and Solicitor 

Setley about the adoption of an ordinance to establish parking set-backs 

restricting people from parking too close to the edge of driveways. 

 

2. Central Berks Regional Codes Department –CBC Administrator Lorah 

presented a progress report on the Program Analysis of the Central Berks 

Codes Department as well as the Pro-Champs rental administration 

program. Jim indicated that there are currently 222 cases initiated for the 

codes officers compared to 375 in the entire year of 2018. Additionally the 

backlog of rental inspections have greatly decreased with 65% completed.  

He said the SOP was being finalized as many other initiatives for 

enhancement of the program. It was noted that the chain of command model 

being developed was beginning to be understood that all complaints are 

received and handled by Jim as administrator and assigned to the codes 

officers who are then held accountable to follow up and complete the 

assignments.  He stressed the importance of following that chain of 

command to assure that all matters are handled in a timely and professional 

manner.  

 

B. Sewage Enforcement Officer  

 

1. May report submitted 

 

 

 



Supervisor’s Meeting                                    -3                                         June 13, 2019  

 

C. UCC and Zoning Officer 

 

1. May report submitted 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

Supervisor Oswald indicated that the County Commissioners approved a $20,000 

contribution towards the purchase of a brush rescue vehicle for the Lower Alsace Fire 

Company to better enable rescues on the mountain and in particular Antietam  Lake 

Park.  He reported that this contribution will complement a grant secured by the Fire 

Company to complete this purchase. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Consideration for a request from Exeter Township Board of Supervisors 

regarding a grant match contribution from the 2020 budget towards the 

Exeter Library building upgrades in the amount of $5,625 was tabled for 

future consideration.  

 

2. The Supervisors reviewed the recently submitted reports from the LA 

Ambulance and the LA Fire Company who have been working with Herbein 

and Co. to establish  financial management software improvements and 

have begun submitting financial reports to comply with a September 2016 

letter from the Township Supervisors requesting the same in order to 

continue receiving the EMS and Fire Tax funds.  The Supervisors 

authorized the first payment of said tax funds to both agencies by way of a 

motion made by Supervisor Oswald, seconded by Supervisor Theodossiou 

and all voted yes.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

  

Hearing no additional comments, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. The next regular 

meeting is scheduled for 6:30 PM on July 11, 2019  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Terry Styer 

Manager, Secretary / Treasurer 

 

 


