
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 12th, 2021 
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Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Prelude – “Crashing Waters at Creation,” arr. Childs    (piano) 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  We come to our Almighty Creator and confess our sin. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

P:  God, our Creator, 

C:  Your Spirit moved over the deep.  You set the stars in their places and lifted up the 

mountains.  You created all living things.  We call on your creating power to be at work 

again within us.  We confess the ways that we have turned from you and followed our 

own desires.  In your forgiveness, create in us clean hearts and restore what we have 

broken so that we may follow you more closely. 
 

P:  Beloved people of God: God’s creative work is not complete, and this day God is at work 

recreating you!  Through Jesus, the Word from the beginning, the Word made flesh, you are 

forgiven and loved into new life. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   

Greet those around you by placing a hand on your chest and saying, "The peace of Christ be with you." 

If you are online, you may share the peace in our comment section. 
 

 

Call to Worship – “O Day of Rest and Gladness”   LBW 251, vv. 1, 2, & 4  (organ) 
 

1 O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light, 

 O balm for care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright: 

 on you the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune, 

 sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” to the great God triune. 
 

2 On you, at earth’s creation, the light first had its birth; 

 on you, for our salvation, Christ rose from depths of earth; 

 on you, our Lord victorious the Spirit sent from heav’n; 

 and thus on you, most glorious, a threefold light was giv’n. 
 

4 New graces ever gaining from this our day of rest, 

 we reach the rest remaining to spirits of the blest. 

 To Holy Ghost be praises, to Father, and to Son; 

 the church its voice upraises to you, blest Three in One. 
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Children’s Sermon – “I Love to Tell the Story” 
 
 

 

Song – “I Love to Tell the Story”   LBW 390     (organ) 
 

1. I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain:  I love to tell the story; I’ll sing this theme in glory 

And tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 
 

2. I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat 

What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.  Refrain 
 

3. I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 

I’ll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
 

 

 

First Reading:  Genesis 1:1—2:4a   Reader:  Gilbert Joehl 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  4And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.”  7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome.  And it was so.  8God called the dome Sky.  And there was 

evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 

9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.”  And it was so.  10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 

in it.”  And it was so.  12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 

trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.  And God saw that it was good.  13And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 

let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth.”  And it was so.  16God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.  17God set them in 

the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
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separate the light from the darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  19And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fourth day. 
 

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky.”  21So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 

kind.  And God saw that it was good.  22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  23And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fifth day. 
 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”  And it was so.  25God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 

every kind.  And God saw that it was good. 
 

26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  27So 

God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them.  28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
 

29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 

and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.  30And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 

the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.”  And it was so. 
 

31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  And there was evening and 

there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

2Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  2And on the seventh day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done.  3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 

the work that he had done in creation. 
 

4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  In the day that 

the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gospel Reading:  John 1:1-5 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in 

the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being.  What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song – “God of Wonders”        (piano) 
 

Lord of all creation,  Of water, earth, and sky, 

The heavens are your tabernacle; glory to the Lord on high. 
 

Refrain:  God of wonders beyond our galaxy,  You are holy, holy; 

The universe declares your majesty.  You are holy, holy; 

Lord of heaven and earth,  Lord of heaven and earth. 
 

Early in the morning   I will celebrate the light. 

When I stumble in the darkness   I will call your name by night.  Refrain 
 

Hallelujah! to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Hallelujah! to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Hallelujah! to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy,  You are holy, holy; 

Precious Lord, reveal your heart to me.  Father, hold me, hold me. 

 

 

Sermon – “The Story of Creation Continues” 

 

 

Song of the Day – “Crashing Waters at Creation”   (ELW 455)   (piano) 
 

1 Crashing waters at creation, ordered by the Spirit's breath, 

first to witness day's beginning from the brightness of night's death: 
 

2 Parting water stood and trembled as the captives passed on through, 

washing off the chains of bondage— channel to a life made new. 
 

3 Cleansing water once at Jordan closed around the one foretold, 

opened to reveal the glory ever new and ever old. 
 

4 Living water, never ending, quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Wellspring, source of life eternal, drench our dryness, make us whole.  

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayers 
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Stewardship Time  
 

Take time to reflect on how you have been called to be a good steward through giving, serving, 

and loving.  How can you give at this time to those in need?  How can you serve by helping others 

or reaching out in your own home and community?  How can you show God’s love?  If you would 

like to support our  ministry, you may mail a check or give on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com). 
 

“I Will Sing Praise,” by Joseph Martin 

Chancel Choir 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Words of Institution         (piano) 
 

P:  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  On the night of his betrayal, … This do so you remember me.”   Refrain 

After supper, …  This do so you remember me.”  Refrain 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Faith%20Lutheran/Documents/Downloads/www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com
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Communion Songs 
 

“Great Is the Lord”       (piano) 
 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just.  By his power we trust in his love. 

Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true.  By his mercy he proves he is love. 

Great is the Lord and worthy of glory.  Great is the Lord and worthy of praise. 

Great is the Lord, I lift up my voice, I lift up my voice. 

Great is the Lord, great is the Lord.  Repeat 
 
 

 

“Praise and Thanksgiving”   LBW 409  (organ) 
 

1.  Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer  for all things living, created good: 

Harvest of sown fields,  fruits of the orchard, 

Hay from the mown fields,  blossom and wood. 
 

2.  Bless, Lord, the labor  we bring to serve you,  that with our neighbor   we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling,  we would work with you,  harvesting, milling  for daily bread. 
 

3.  Father, providing  food for your children,  by your wise guiding  teach us to share 

One with another,  so that, rejoicing  with us, all others  may know your care. 
 

4.  Then will your blessing  reach ev’ry people,  freely confessing  your gracious hand. 

Where all obey you,  no one will hunger;  in your love’s sway you  nourish the land. 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

 

 

Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

Sending Song – “God Whose Almighty Word”   LBW 400    (organ) 
 

1 God, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard 

 and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray, 

 and where the gospel day sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light! 
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2 Lord, who once came to bring, on your redeeming wing, 

 healing and sight, health to the sick in mind, 

 sight to the inly blind: oh, now to humankind 

 let there be light! 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy dove, 

 speed forth your flight; move on the water’s face 

 bearing the lamp of grace, and in earth’s darkest place 

 let there be light! 
 

4 Holy and blessed three, glorious Trinity, 

 wisdom, love, might!  Boundless as ocean’s tide, 

 rolling in fullest pride, through the earth, far and wide, 

 let there be light! 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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