
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5th, 2021 
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Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Prelude – “We Are Called,” by Larry Olson     (Faith Singers) 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  God, our provider, 

C:  help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when they 

differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your ways.  Turn us 

again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words of eternal life and feed 

us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By Jesus, 

the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   

Greet those around you by placing a hand on your chest and saying, "The peace of Christ be with you." 

If you are online, you may share the peace in our comment section. 
 

 

Call to Worship – “Forever”        (piano) 
 

1.  Give thanks to the Lord our God and King;  his love endures forever. 

For he is good, he is above all things;  his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

2.  With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; his love endures forever. 

For the life that’s been reborn;  his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise! 
 

Refrain:  Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, forever God is with us, forever. 
 

3.  From the rising to the setting sun  his love endures forever. 

And by the grace of God we will carry on;  his love endures forever.   

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise!  Refrain 
 

Ending:   And ever, forever. 
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Kyrie             (ELW Setting 3) 
 

P:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

 

Hymn of Praise – “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   LBW 543   (organ) 
 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

 joining in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

 if with his love he befriend you. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

 Let the amen sound from his people again. 

 Gladly forever adore him! 
 
 

First Reading:  James 2:1-17   Reader:  Carol VanderKloot 
 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ?  2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  
5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.  Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him?  6But you have 
dishonored the poor.  Is it not the rich who oppress you?  Is it not they who drag you into court?  7Is 
it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
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8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.”  9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  
10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.  11For 
the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.”  Now if you 
do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12So speak and 
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13For judgment will be without mercy to 
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?  Can faith 
save you?  15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that?  17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gospel Reading:  Mark 7:24-37 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre.  He entered a house and did not want anyone to 
know he was there.  Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.  26Now the woman 
was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.  She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  27He 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.”  28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”  
29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.”  30So she 
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis.  32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; 
and they begged him to lay his hand on him.  33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, 
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue.  34Then looking up to heaven, 
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”  35And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.  36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but 
the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.  37They were astounded beyond 
measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

 

Sermon – “Living Faith” 
 

 

Song of Day – “Living Stones”          (piano) 
 

1.  Jesus Christ is our Cornerstone.  He’s the Rock; He’s the solid foundation. 

We are building on Jesus alone, building up as the people of God. 
 

2.  Each of us is a living stone, precious stones in the building of Jesus. 

In this house we don’t stand all alone; we are one.  We’re the people of God. 
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Refrain:  Living stones, we are living, living stones.  Built on Christ, 

living stones, holy people of God, building on the firm foundation. 

Living stones, we are living, living stones.  Built on Christ, 

living stones, holy people of God, building on the firm foundation … of Christ. 
 

3.  Jesus, You are our Cornerstone.  You’re the Rock;  You’re the solid foundation.   

We are building on Your love alone.  Build us up as the people of God. 
 

4.  Each of us is a living stone.  We’re alive in the love of Jesus. 

We are trusting in Jesus alone; we are His.  We’re the people of God.  Refrain 
 

Refrain:  Living stones, we are living, living stones.  Built on Christ, 

living stones, holy people of God, building on the firm foundation. 

Living stones, we are living, living stones.  Built on Christ, 

living stones, holy people of God, building on the firm foundation,  

building on the firm foundation, building on the firm foundation … of Christ. 
 

 

 

Blessing of Backpacks 
 

 

 

Prayers 
 

 

 

Stewardship Time  
 

Take time to reflect on how you have been called to be a good steward through giving, serving, 

and loving.  How can you give at this time to those in need?  How can you serve by helping others 

or reaching out in your own home and community?  How can you show God’s love?  If you would 

like to support our  ministry, you may mail a check or give on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com). 
 

“Jesus Loves Me,” arr. Line 

Jean Welch, piano 
 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Words of Institution         (organ) 
 

P:  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  On the night of his betrayal, … This do so you remember me.”   Refrain 

After supper, …  This do so you remember me.”  Refrain 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Communion Songs 
 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”   LBW 424, vv. 1, 2, 5 (organ) 
 

1 Lord of glory, you have bought us with your lifeblood as the price, 

 never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice; 

 and with that have freely given blessings countless as the sand 

 to the unthankful and the evil with your own unsparing hand. 
 

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you gladly, freely, of your own. 

 With the sunshine of your goodness melt our thankless hearts of stone 

 till our cold and selfish natures, warmed by you, at length believe 

 that more happy and more blessed ’Tis to give than to receive. 
 

5 Lord of glory, you have bought us with your lifeblood as the price, 

 never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice. 

 Give us faith to trust you boldly, hope, to stay our souls on you: 

 but, oh, best of all your graces, with your love our love renew. 
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“How Great Is Our God” / “How Great Thou Art”  (piano) 
 

1 The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,  

and trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 

How great is our God!  Sing with me:  How great is our God!   

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
 

2  And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands;  

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 

The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son,  

the Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 

How great is our God!  Sing with me:  How great is our God!   

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

Then sings my soul my Savior God to thee, How great thou art, how great Thou art.   

Repeat line 
 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home,  

what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” 

Then sings my soul my Savior God to thee, How great thou art, how great Thou art.   

Repeat line 
 

How great is our God!  Sing with me:  How great is our God!   

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise.  My heart will sing:  How great is our God!  

Repeat line 
 

 

Post-Communion Blessing and the Benediction 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

Sending Song – “Go Now and Love One Another”     (piano) 
 

Go now and love one another, as I have shown my love for you. 

Take up the cross and feed my sheep, love all of my crying lambs. 

Go now and love one another, as I have shown my love for you. 

For I have loved you with an everlasting love. 

Go now and give my love away. 
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Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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