
 

 

In the Bible, we hear stories of unforgettably faithful 
people and people prone to forgetting the 
faithfulness of God.  We hear stories written by 
ordinary people who were inspired by God, so 
moved by their experiences of the living God that 
they spoke them and wrote them for others to hear.  
We hear stories that, even while written long ago, 
speak to us and inspire us as they tell of people just 
like us and our God who is at work loving and 
redeeming all people of all times and all places.  
These are not the tales of some ancient storybook… 
this is our story! 

This fall, we will be revisiting some powerful stories 
of the Bible.  Like the stories of my family, some are 
tragic, some are hilarious, some are heartwarming, 
and each and every one is important in forming us in 
a family of faith.  I encourage you to open your 
Bibles to discover some of these stories anew (on the 
next page you can see the stories we will read 
together in worship in September).  Join us in 
worship as we read them together and hear how we 
find ourselves in them.  Then stay after as children 
gather to learn them better, youth reflect on what the 
stories mean to them, and adults discuss how God is 
using these stories to call us to action in our faith.   

Finally, don’t keep these stories to yourself.  Go and 
tell, show and share, invite your family and friends to 
come and worship with us, to hear these stories again 
or for the first time, and to discover that they too are 
a part of the story of God’s love and redemption.   

And thank you for weaving your story with ours in 
our Faith Family!  It is a joy to share this story 
together. 

Your fellow storyteller, 
Pastor Adam 

Our Stories 
By Pastor Adam 

I grew up on stories.  My family loved to tell stories 
from the days of yore.  There were tragic stories, 
like those of my dad growing up without a dad 
because he committed suicide when my dad was in 
1st grade.  There were hilarious stories, like the one 
of my dad in high school putting a fake skeleton 
with an arrow through it’s heart in my mom’s front 
yard when she ditched him to go on a date with 
someone else.  Stories from before my parents were 
born, like those of ancestors immigrating from 
Denmark.  Stories from before I was born, like 
those of my family traveling Europe in their little 
station wagon when my dad was stationed in 
Germany in the Air Force.  And lots of 
embarrassing stories from my childhood… but I 

won’t bore you with any of those now ☺. 

What I learned is that stories built and strengthened 
identity.  My story began before my birth and was 
interwoven with the stories of my family through 
generations.  I knew that no matter what happened, 
through the difficult times and the good times, even 
with our own fumbles and faults, my family would 
be there, and I would be okay.   

Each of us has our own stories.  Some of our 
stories are warm and encouraging while others are 
painful and tales we wish to suppress.  But there is 
one story we all share, a story that is both painful 
and encouraging, a story that builds our identity as 
one human family, a story that has been told for 
centuries and needs to be told again and again… the 
story of the Bible.   
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Narrative Lectionary: “I Love to Tell the Story” 
Have you ever wondered who picks the scripture readings each Sunday?  They are part of the Revised Common 

Lectionary, a 3-year cycle of readings shared by Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians, and 

more.  Unfortunately, many powerful stories of the Bible were left out.  In 2010, Luther Seminary created an 

alternative selection of readings called the Narrative Lectionary.  It is full of stories that tell of hope and 

disappointment, suffering and redemption, and the proclamation of what God is doing.  Beginning on Sunday, 

September 12, we will begin following this Narrative Lectionary with a focus on Old Testament stories, 

culminating in Advent as prophets speak with longing and hope for the coming messiah.  Here is bit of what to 

expect this month: 

 

September 12 - “Creation by the 

Word” - Genesis 1:1—2:4a and 

John 1:1-5 

September 19 - “The Sacrifice of 

Isaac” - Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14, 

and John 1:29 

September 26 - “Jacob’s Dream” - 

Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17, 

and John 1:50-51 

Worship Updates 

Sunday Morning Worship 

As you heard in pastor’s sermon on August 22 (check it out on YouTube if you missed 
it), our Worship Committee and Council have put great focus on our worship life 
together.  At this time we will continue our blended service on Sundays at 9:30 am with 
the expressed goal of “forming” our Faith Family through the inclusion and appreciation 
of diverse worship and music styles.  We realize that the time and style of worship may 
not meet everyone’s preference, but we remember that worship is about responding to 
the gifts of God’s grace by giving our praise and our very selves.  When we do this 
together, the Spirit is at work forming us into the Body of Christ in this time and place.  

Sunday Evening Worship 

During the summer, we offered Sunday evening outdoor worship at 6:00 p.m. with a goal of 
reaching new people in our community.  Unfortunately, the heat often kept us indoors, and few 
members of the community joined us.  What was not a surprise was that the two meals we 
offered were a hit and brought many together!  Beginning in October, we will continue to offer 
these services on the first Sunday of the month only and with a meal beforehand.  These are 
perfect opportunities to invite friends and family to join you for supper and worship.  During 
the Sundays in September, we will be providing invitations that you can handout.   

Covid Considerations 

For all church events, following recommendations of the CDC, we now recommend that all people 
wear masks, regardless of vaccination status.  Stay tuned for more updates as we continue to navigate 
these changing and challenging times 



 

 

Grade School Sunday School 

Following worship, our pre-K through 5th graders can 
join Jacob and Lisa for music, story time, arts and 
crafts, and snacks.  If you would like to help, contact 
Lisa Horton at lhorton@jsd117.org or Jacob Smetters 
at faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Confirmation and Youth  

We will be starting up our confirmation and youth 
gatherings for the fall on Sunday, September 19.  
If you have a middle school or high school student, 
they are welcome (and you are, too!).  We will meet 
at 4:30pm for some fun and activities as we make 
plans for the future.   

Sunday, September 12:  Children’s bake sale leads the way for  

“God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday” 

Every year, the ELCA invites its congregations to engage in service together across the country on one Sunday 

called “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.”  This year our children are leading the way by whipping up some 

delicious treats for a bake sale.  Proceeds from the bake 

sale will go to our own “Share the Light” fund that helps 

people in our congregation and community.  Visit the 

bake sale booth in the gathering area before and after 

worship on Sunday, September 12.  Come support our 

kids as they so willingly offer their hands to do God’s 

work! 

Rally Day - Faith Formation begins for ALL! 

On Sunday, September 5, we will kick off  our fall schedule for Faith Formation with a  

“Rally Day.”  Here are some ways you can participate... 

Adult Forum 

Following worship, adults are welcome to visit in the 
gathering area and grab a cup of coffee, then return to 
the sanctuary for a discussion led by Pastor Adam.  We 
will read the Bible story for the day and engage in our 
“Dwelling in the Word” questions: What do you 
notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do you feel 
God calling you to do?  Note: the goal of our time 
together is not sermon critique and rebuttal, but an 
opportunity to continue the conversation and explore 
how we will live into it through the week.   

Youth Group Sunday School 
 

Following worship, our 6th grade through High 
School will head to the youth hangout in the 
basement.  Karen Dichsen will lead them through the 
“Faith 5,” a process of sharing highs and lows, 
reading a Bible verse, discussing applications for 
today, praying together, and blessing one another.  If 
you would like to help, contact Karen at 
KarenDichsen@yahoo.com or come join us.  We are 
looking for volunteers to bake some yummy 
breakfast treats, too! 

Blessing of  Backpacks  

During worship we will recognize and ask God’s 
blessing on all of our students and educators.  Bring  
your backpack or briefcase.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word is back by popular demand!  Join this group led by Glen VanderKloot on 

Zoom as they read the scripture reading for the upcoming Sunday and reflect on the questions: What do you 
notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to do? 
 

Zoom Book Group will resume on Tuesday nights after Labor Day.  They are currently looking at 

possibilities for a book to discuss.  This would be a great time to join them! 

Movie Night - “The Shack” 

Come join us for a movie in the Great Room on Friday, September 
10, at 6:30 p.m.  We will be watching “The Shack,” a story about a 
father who experiences devastating loss, but is invited to a weekend 
away with the Holy Trinity to learn how to live in God’s love.  It 
powerfully challenges our preconceived notions of God and gives 
encouragement in our struggles.  We will not have a meal as we had 
originally planned, but will have bags of popcorn to share.  Invite a 
friend and come discover the glory of God in new ways!  

More Faith Formation Opportunities through the Week 

New Book Group - Date and Time To Be Determined 

Have you ever wondered what’s the least you can believe and still be a Christian?  If not, maybe you’ve 
wondered what matters most?  This book looks at 10 things Christians DON’T need to believe and 10 
things they DO.   

Ten things Christians don’t need to believe: 
1. God causes cancer, car wrecks, and catastrophes. 
2. Good Christians don’t doubt. 
3. True Christians can’t believe in evolution. 
4. Women can’t be preachers and must submit to men. 
5. God cares about saving souls but not about saving trees. 
6. Bad people will be “left behind” and then fry in hell. 
7. Jews won’t make it to heaven. 
8. Everything in the Bible should be taken literally. 
9. God loves straight people, but not gay people. 
10. It’s OK for Christians to be judgmental and obnoxious. 
 
Ten things Christians do need to believe: 
1. Jesus’ identity: Who is Jesus? 
2. Jesus’ priority: What matters most? 
3. Jesus’ grace: Am I accepted? 
4. Jesus’ work: Where is God? 
5. Jesus’ example: What brings fulfillment? 
6. Jesus’ death: What about suffering? 
7. Jesus’ resurrection: Is there hope? 
8. Jesus’ legacy: Is the church still relevant? 
9. Jesus’ promise: Who is the Holy Spirit? 
10. Jesus’ vision: What is God’s dream for the world? 
 
Are you interested?  Contact Pastor Adam as we decide when and where to meet.   



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

This is from the Food Center’s monthly report for July: 
 

We served 47 families for food orders, a total of 85 people, 
at a cost of $4,553.24.  We served 202 families for extra 
bakery, a total of 392 people, at a cost of $3,161.37.  The 
churches contributed $651.16 in money and $154.75 in 
food donations. 
 

JACFC donated 3 boxes of bread and 3 boxes of cereal to 
the Winchester Kiwanis Food Pantry serving 27 families 
and 62 people in Scott County.  4 boxes of bread went to 
Labor’s Home and 4 to Public Aid.  Spirit of Faith Soup 
Kitchen received 2 boxes of hot dog buns, 5 boxes of 
produce, a box of bananas, and 2 bags each of squash, 
zucchini, and cucumbers.   A total of 8 boxes of bread also 
went to Ladies of Charity Thrift Store in Quincy. 
 

Faith Lutheran Church donated $240 for July.  

Jacksonville Area Conference of  

Churches 

The Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches is 

collecting supplies needed by In His Service for missions 

support during September and October.  Items needed 

are: 

Personal Hygiene Items such as deodorant, bar or 

liquid soap, shampoo, toothpaste/toothbrushes, and any 

type of feminine products.   

Baby Items such as disposable diapers, baby 

powder/lotion, powdered baby formula, baby 

bottles/nipples. 

School Supplies such as pens/pencils, crayons/markers, 

notebooks, scissors, backpacks. 

Medicinal Items such as hand sanitizer, Vaseline, 

aspirin, antibiotic/anti-itch ointments, alcohol wipes. 

Please put your items in the Blue Box in the Mission 

and Ministry Center/coat closet, and Thank You for 

helping to make a difference! 

Submitted by Pat Glyshaw 

Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon — Cancelled 

We were hoping to have a Carry Out version of the luncheon this year, but with Covid and the Delta variant not 

looking like it is going away anytime soon, the Council voted at their August meeting to postpone the 

luncheon/carry-out until further notice.  They thought it is better to err on the side of safety at this time. 

Music Ministries 

Sing and Ring a new song unto the Lord! 

It is that time again!!!  Chancel Choir will be 

starting back up soon.  Our first rehearsal will be 

Thursday, September 2 at 6:30pm.  We will be 

singing some familiar tunes along with some new 

ones. 
 

Exaltation Ringers will meet at 11:00am on 

Sunday mornings after the adult Bible class 

beginning on September 12. 
 

Please consider singing or ringing with us — we 

want to grow our Faith Choirs and cannot do it 

without you!! 
 

Questions?  Contact Jacob Smetters 

(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) or Jean Welch 

(jrwelch53@msn.com). 

♫ 

Celebrating the Saints 

We celebrate the baptism of Ada Colette 

Snodgrass, daughter of Allie and Matt Snodgrass, 

and granddaughter of Jim and Linda Strader.  Ada 

was baptized on 

August 15 by her 

grandmother, Pastor 

Linda, at St. Mark’s in 

Chillicothe, IL. 
 

We welcome Ada into 

our household of 

Faith! 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
Sep.   5  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

Sep. 12  Paul Hubbard & Mike Oldenettel 

Sep. 19  Barb Davenport & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

Sep. 26  Karen Sibert & Larry Sweatman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of 
camps throughout the year.  These camps focus on 
Christian youth development and developing a real 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-
picked from the community for the Christ-like examples 
they set.  Prices vary.  Scholarships are available for all 
camps. 
 

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing 
your relationship with summer camp friends, and 
further development as a follower of Christ during 
the school year. 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 

 

     Communion Assistants 

Sep.   5  Char Hubbard 

Sep. 12  Kay Schnitker 

Sep. 19  Ken Devlin 

Sep. 26  Karen Sibert 
 

     Greeters 

Sep.   5  need volunteer 

Sep. 12  need volunteer 

Sep. 19  Gilbert Joehl 

Sep. 26  Youth 

 

     Readers 

Sep.   5  John Williams 

Sep. 12  Carol VanderKloot 

Sep. 19  Gilbert Joehl 

Sep. 26  Youth 
 

     Ushers 

Sep.   5  need volunteer 

Sep. 12  Barb Davenport 

Sep. 19  Mike Fenner 

Sep. 26  Youth 

 
 

If you would like to help  

with assisting for the 9:30am worship 

services, please contact the church 

office and let us know what you’d like 

to do. 
 

Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years 

of age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters 

at 847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to  

Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Sep.   5  By Larry & Mary Kuster in  
                celebration of their grandson,  
                Michael Kuster’s 5th birthday 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Sep. 12  By Carol Rauen in memory of 
              Elizabeth Beranek 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Sep. 19  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Sep. 26  By the Roth family in celebration 
           of Laura’s birthday on Sept. 27 
          &  Open for donation 

Thank You 

We were finally able to provide a meal for the Pat 
Burnette family on July 17th.  Those who helped 
with set-up, food, and clean up are Patty Nelson, 
Laura Sweatman, Kris Roth, Barb Davenport, 
Karen Sibert, Kim Heise, and Karen Dean.  Thank 
you all for giving of your time and talents. 
 

Diane Craig 
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