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Prelude          (organ) 
 

 

Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  God’s Word declares:  “If we say that we have fellowship with God while we are walking 

in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as God himself is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin.  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and his 

word is not in us.” 

C:  Lord, have mercy on me.  In your compassion forgive my sins, known and unknown.  

Uphold me by your Spirit, so that I may live and serve you with renewed life, to the 

honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  God’s Word assures us:  “If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous one; he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  By the power of the gospel and 

by the command of the risen Christ, I declare that your sin is forgiven in the name of the 

Father, and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen. 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   

Greet those around you by placing a hand on your chest and saying, "The peace of Christ be with you." 

If you are online, you may share the peace in our comment section. 
 

 

Call to Worship – “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   ELW 656   (organ) 
 

1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

 the unity of heart and mind is like to that above. 
 

2 Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; 

 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 

3 We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, 

 and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 

 and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 
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Kyrie              
 

P:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P:   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

Hymn of Praise – “Give Thanks”       (piano) 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 
 

Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks. 
 

 

 

First Reading:  Acts 8:26-40 
 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  (This is a wilderness road.)  27So he got up and went.  Now there was 

an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury.  He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 

and join it.”  30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah.  He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?”  31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”  And 

he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this: 
 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
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  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 

or about someone else?”  35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  36As they were going along the road, they came to 

some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!  What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?”  38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  40But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 

news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-21 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God.  8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9God’s love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  10In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  14And we 

have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.  15God abides in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  16So we have known and believe the love 

that God has for us. 
 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  17Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we 

in this world.  18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  19We love because he first loved us.  20Those who 

say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 

whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  21The commandment we have from him 

is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Gospel Reading:  John 15:1-8 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  2He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit.  Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  3You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  4Abide in me as I abide in you.  

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me.  5I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  
8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 
 

Sermon – “Abiding in Jesus” 
 

 

Song of Day – “Alleluia!  Jesus Is Risen!”   ELW 377, vv. 1-3   (organ) 
 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!  Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise.  Give God the glory!  Alleluia! 
 

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 

 breaking our bread, giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers 
 
 

Stewardship Time  
 

Take time to reflect on how you have been called to be a good steward through giving, serving, 

and loving.  How can you give at this time to those in need?  How can you serve by helping others 

or reaching out in your own home and community?  How can you show God’s love?  If you would 

like to support our  ministry, you may mail a check or give on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com). 
 

“You Are the Vine,” by Danny Daniels & Randy Rigby 

Faith Singers 

(piano) 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving            
 

P:  The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts.   C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

file:///C:/Users/Faith%20Lutheran/Documents/Downloads/www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com
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Words of Institution 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Communion Songs 
 

“Lord, Be Glorified”   ELW 744   (piano) 
 

1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; in your church, Lord,  

be glorified today. 
 

4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your world, Lord,  

be glorified today. 
 

 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   ELW 631  (organ) 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 

4 Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
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“God Forgave My Sin in Jesus’ Name”  (piano) 
 

1.  God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name; I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you  To share his love as he told me to. 
 

Refrain:  He said, “Freely, freely you have received:  Freely, freely give. 

      Go in my name, and, because you believe,  Others will know that I live.” 
 

2.  All power is given in Jesus’ name,  In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you  To share his power as he told me to.  Refrain 
 

 

 

Benediction 
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

Sending Song – “Carry the Light”       (piano) 
 

1. In this world of darkness we are given light,   

Hope for all the dying.  How will they know? 

How will they know that Jesus loves them,  And He died to save them? 
 

Refrain:  Carry the Light, carry the Light.   

Go and tell the children they are precious in His sight. 

Carry the Light, carry the Light.  Go and preach the gospel ‘til there is no more night. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, carry the Light; 

(2nd time)  the Light.  Carry the Light. 
2.  

3. Count them by the millions, blinded slaves to sin.   

Inside they are dying.  How will they know? 

How will they know that Jesus loves them, And His heart is breaking?  Refrain 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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