
 

 

building or one hour on a Sunday morning.  Jesus 

couldn’t be contained in a tomb and the joy we share 

can’t be contained either, because the joy we share in 

worship is just a glimmer of the joy of the resurrection.  

The joy of the resurrection is the power and 

pronouncement of life over death, love over hate, and 

grace over guilt.  The joy of the resurrection is who 

God is and what we are when 

God claims us as children of 

God. The joy of the 

resurrection is what we need, 

what the world needs, and 

what God so willingly gives 

free of charge.   

As we emerge from the worst 

of this pandemic, we find that 

the same brokenness persists 

as before.  Addictions tear us 

apart from the inside.  

Violence and hatred tear us 

apart on the outside.  Racism 

and ideologies divide us one 

from another.  The world 

needs the joy of the 

resurrection, and we are the 

ones called to shine a light on 

it for all to see!   

So join us, in person or online, as we continue to 

celebrate and share the joy of the resurrection.  In the 

days following Easter, the disciples locked themselves 

in the upper room out of fear.  They had one another, 

and even more, they had the risen Christ who came to 

be with them and give them peace.  We have one 

another, and we have the risen Christ!  Let’s share the 

joy!   

Easter Joy 
By Pastor Adam 

As I think back on experiences of joy, one of the most 

exuberant expressions is that of my childhood dog, 

Gilligan.  When I would come home from school, my 

mom would often meet me with Gilligan on leash.  In 

an effort to get to me sooner, he 

would lunge and jump, tail 

ferociously wagging, and pull 

strenuously on the leash so hard 

that he would have to stop in a 

coughing spell because he was 

literally choking himself!  When 

we finally met each other, there 

would be a wave of licks, rolling 

on the ground, and belly 

scratching… for Gilligan of 

course.  Every day it was the 

same.  Seven short hours apart 

and each reunion was met with 

uncontainable joy.   

Now, imagine being apart for a 

year!  This past month there was 

similar joy here at Faith as we 

resumed in-person worship.  

Fortunately, there was much less 

licking and rolling on the ground as well… we have to 

observe distancing guidelines you know!  But the joy 

of worshiping together, in person, in the sanctuary, 

has been a delight.  It’s a joy that will continue, week 

after week, as more people are being vaccinated and 

feel safe coming to worship.  And know that when the 

time is right for you, it will be a joy to see you again! 

But this joy is not meant to be limited to a church 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Worship with us for  

Holy Week and Easter 
 

Maundy Thursday – 7:00 pm in person and online 

Join us as we receive the new mandate of loving one 

another and as we share Jesus’ new covenant in the 

sacrament of Holy Communion.   
 

Good Friday – 7:00 pm in person and online 

Join us for a traditional Tenebrae service that recognizes the 

shadows of lament and the hope of the cross. 
 

Easter Sunday – 9:30 am in person and online and 11:00 am 

in person.  Come celebrate the resurrection as we hear again 

the good news of love, life, and salvation through Jesus’ 

victory over death! 

One year ago we began to climb the steep learning 

curve of online worship as we sheltered in our homes, 

and boy did we learn a lot!  Our congregation rose to 

the challenge and experienced great joy as we 

discovered the ways that worshiping online can 

nurture community and allow for new creativity.  We 

are now embarking on a new learning curve called 

“hybrid” worship.  This style simultaneously offers 

worship in person and online as the service is live 

streamed to participants online.  Four video cameras 

have been installed in the sanctuary to allow us to 

continue to expand our worshiping community to 

your homes.  Jacob Smetters (our worship tech 

support) sits at a computer in the back of the 

sanctuary and controls the camera movements and 

zoom so that online worshipers are not just flies on 

the wall, but remain engaged.  Much like our crash 

course in online worship one year ago, there will be 

many lessons to learn and kinks to work out.  Your 

patience is appreciated and your feedback is 

welcomed as we grow and improve this ministry.  

Rest assured, we will do all that we can to provide 

worship both in person and online every Sunday.  For 

the time being, we will continue with one blended 

service on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Updates 

Since we renewed in-person worship on March 7, we have been following state guidelines for capacity of 50 

people in the sanctuary.  Governor Pritzker recently updated the Restore Illinois plan where, under a new rule, 

anyone fully vaccinated or with a negative Covid test within 1-3 days of an event will not count toward capacity 

limits.  Since many in our congregation have already been fully vaccinated, we have increased our capacity limit to 

75 in the sanctuary with overflow in the gathering area.   

“Hybrid” Worship - both in person and live streamed online 



 

  

Holy Week Worship  

Supplies 
Last year we delivered Holy Week Kits to all of 

our members’ homes to aid in our online worship.  

This year, if you will be worshiping from home, 

worship items will be available for you to pick up 

at the church.  Come by during office hours (9:30-

1:00) on Tuesday through Friday to pick up 

bulletins, palm fronds, communion elements, 

Easter butterfly wands for kids. 

Easter Altar Plants 
We will adorn our altar with live plants on Easter again this year.  If 

you would like to take any plants home for your yard, you can pick 

them up on Monday, April 12.  To make a donation, mark your 

check or envelope as “altar flowers” and place it in the offering box 

or mail it to the church office. 

Guest Preacher on April 11 -  
Bishop S. John Roth 
 

On Sunday, April 11, we welcome a familiar voice to the pulpit.  

Bishop S. John Roth will be sharing a recorded sermon to all the 

churches in our synod.  His message will be preached on our 

sanctuary screens for in-person worship and will be included on our 

live-streamed online worship as well.  Bishop John was the pastor 

at Faith from 1988-2011.   

Share the Light! 
Fill one of our empty prayer candle jars with change 

to make a donation as we share the light of Christ in 

our community.  Donations can also be placed in the 

offering box or mailed to the church office.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
This Spring, turn over a new leaf and spend more time 

in God’s Word.  A “Dwelling in the Word” group 

meets on Zoom every Monday from 12:00-1:00pm.  

They read the upcoming Sunday’s gospel lesson and 

discuss what they notice, what makes them wonder, 

and what the text may be calling us to do.  Do 

Monday’s not work for you?  Would you rather meet in 

person?  Let us know, and we’ll try to start another 

group!  Spring is a time when gardens are growing… 

take this opportunity to grow in God’s Word.   

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Bidden or Not ... 
 

During this time of Lent, we have focused on Lament - the cry of people who are 

lonely, feel lost and powerless, and who may be bewildered and pained by 

circumstances beyond their control - like many of us during this year of pandemic.  
 

We are certainly not unique in our laments.  The  Scriptures give us many examples; 

the book of Lamentations describes in painful detail the lament of one who feels 

forsaken by God.  On the cross, Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have you 

forsaken me.”  Clearly, lament has always been with us.   
 

The plaque to the right hangs on my kitchen wall.  Although the statement expressed here is often attributed to 

Carl Jung, it originated with Desiderius Erasmus, a Dutch Renaissance Humanist, Catholic priest, social critic, 

and teacher.  In his most famous work, In Praise of Folly, he criticized many excesses of the Catholic church and 

supported many of Luther’s proposed reforms.  While googling for information, I found the following 

comment:   
 

“Next time you question the ‘realness’ of God … consider the fact that some of the most powerful forces 

that we know of cannot be seen, felt, or heard … gravity, magnetic fields, air, electricity.  These things can only 

be identified by their effects.  A leaf drops, a whale migrates, a kite soars, and lightning strikes.  God is the most 

‘real’ force in our universe.  ‘Bidden or not bidden, God is present.’”  Thanks be to God.  Happy Easter! 

Last month a small group gathered 

in Faith’s kitchen to make some 

“soups and sweets to share.”  The 

sweet aroma and sounds of 

conversation and laughter filled 

what had been a quiet Great Room 

for too long.  The food was then 

delivered to a number of members 

and friends of the congregation to 

serve our neighbors.  Would you 

like to help next time?  Look for 

more information on the back page 

from our Parish Life Coordinator.   

Spirituality for the 21st Century 

You are invited to join a six-week small group study 

of Spirituality on Zoom, led by Pastor Glen 

VanderKloot.  You will learn and practice dozens of 

ways you can connect with God. We will be using 

the resource, You Can Connect to God – Starting 

Today: Spirituality for the 21st Century.  The goal of 

this resource is to help each participant become 

more intimate with God through spiritual practices.  

We will meet on Tuesdays, beginning on April 13, 

from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  The deadline is March 30, so 

register today by calling 217-816-6981 or emailing 

Pr. Glen at glen.vanderkloot@cst.edu.   

about:blank


 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

From the March Food Center board meeting:  in February, 

we served 43 families for food orders, a total of 89 people, 

at a cost of $4,436.71.  We served 130 families for extra 

bakery, a total of 287 people at a cost of $1,970.61.  The 

churches contributed $4,645 in money and $684.75 in 

food donations.  There are some new clients for food 

orders and many more for bakery products.  Some clients 

are coming every two weeks. 

The Food Center had a donation of frozen dinners, and 

these were given to the Warming Center.  The Food 

Center also provides breakfast foods for the Warming 

Center. 

The elementary school children from Routt Catholic 

School donated over 500 pounds of food, and the Junior 

High also brought a large donation. 

The administrator announced she will start providing food 

to day care centers in the area. 

Faith Lutheran Church donated $240 in February.  

Altar Plants   

(donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

April   4  By Janet Chipman in memory of her  
              mother, Wilma’s birthday on March 31 
            &  Open for donation 

 

April 11  By Carol Rauen in loving memory of 
  Chick Quandt 
            &  Open for donation 

 

April 18   By the Roth family in celebration of 
                Maria’s birthday on April 16 
           &  Open for donation 

 

April 25   Open for donation 
            &  Open for donation 

Calling All 

Musicians 
As we return to in-person 
worship, there are ample 
opportunities for musical gifts.  
If you would like to share your 
gifts and talent through special 
music, contact music coordinator 
Jacob Smetters: 
 

(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

♫ 

Financial  

Assistants 

April   4  Barb Davenport 

               & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

April 11  Mike Oldenettel 

                 & Karen Sibert 

April 18  Naomi Hahn 

                 & Craig Miller  

April 25  Paul Hubbard 

                 & Larry Sweatman 

“Tuesdays with Morrie” book 
discussion 
Through March another book group has formed to 

discuss “Tuesday’s with Morrie.”  We meet on 

Wednesdays at 1:00 in the library and will continue 

through April.  Stay tuned for a new book selection 

for May.   

Attention All 

Singers/Ringers 
The Exaltation Ringers and Faith 

Choir are meeting in person – please 
join us at 5:45pm (Bells) and 6:30pm 
(Choir) on Thursdays, and bring your 
friends.  Social-distancing style 
rehearsals take place in the sanctuary, 
and we are now sharing music live on 
Sunday mornings.  There will also be 
small-group and a few virtual choir 
opportunities as well.   

Any questions, contact Jacob 
Smetters (faithjacobsmetters@gmail. 
com).  All are welcome! 

Midweek Evening Prayer 
Our online Midweek Evening Prayer will 

continue on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Beginning 

on April 7, we will offer a Taizé service of 

singing and prayer.  The simple songs are able to 

be sung. 



 

 

Doorbell Dinners…   

 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery May 31-June 4.   
 

We need one driver and one helper for each of the five routes covering the needs of the 
community each day that week.  The time commitment is typically from about 11:15-12:30, 
depending on various factors.  We meet in the outer lane of the circle drive at the hospital 

by 11:15 each day (Monday-Friday), and you are done when your route is completed.  
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in our community.  
Doorbell Dinner delivery can be done over a lunch break  
and is a great service experience for kids in the summer.   

 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving:  drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Soups and Sweets to Share 

Are you a good neighbor?  Have you considered working on your  

Art of Neighboring? 
 

On Wednesday, April 21 meet at Faith from 10:00-12:00 to enjoy some 
fellowship while also serving our neighbors by making soup and sweets to share.  
Recipes and ingredients will be provided.  Together we will cook some soup and make a little something sweet.  

Then we will package up the goods, and participants can deliver a meal to someone  
who they know could use a little neighboring. 

 

Join us in building relationships with our neighbors and 
encouraging transformation in our community! 

Come to help or come to visit. 
 

If you are unable to attend the group meeting, consider making   
soup and sweets with family or friends and sharing with someone you know.   

We can all work a little harder at taking the art of neighboring as seriously as Jesus did! 

From our Parish Life Coordinator 

Personal Care Kits Ministry 

The Spirit of Faith Center here in Jacksonville is planning another food and commodities distribution.   

Last summer, Faith collected goods and donated baskets of personal care items.  Our work was greatly 

appreciated and remembered by those we served and has now been requested once again. 

Are you looking for a way to get involved in ministry?  Consider putting together a bag of personal care items to 

be distributed at the Spirit of Faith Center to those in need in our community.  Personal care kits can be 

assembled for about $10 using local retailers and shopping their value items.   

This is also a great way to get kids involved in outreach.   

All items can be placed in a gift bag and left in the coat closet at the church, or arrangements can be made to pick 
up kits from your home.  If you would rather make a monetary donation and have someone else do the shopping 

for you, please contact Renee Leifheit:  drleifheit99@gmail.com 
An official date for distribution has not yet been set, but it is planned to occur before summer.   

Personal Care Kit Items:  shampoo and conditioner, body wash or soap, toothbrush and toothpaste, 

deodorant, mouthwash, hand soap, and facial tissues 
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