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Prelude – “In the Morning When I Rise” 
 

 

Faith Family Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Call to Worship – “All My Days” 
 

1  All my days I will sing this song of gladness, give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 

For in my helplessness You heard my cry, and waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
 

2  I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, of death defeated and life without end. 
 

Refrain:  Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counselor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life, Star of the Morning, glorious holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion, and You reign, You reign over all! 
 

3  I long to be where the praise is never ending, Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 

Where countless worshippers will share one song, 

And cries of ‘worthy’ will honor the Lamb!  Refrain 
 

 

We Lift our Lament and Proclaim God’s Promise 
 

What is a lament?  It is a cry of spiritual struggle by people of faith who have been deeply 

wounded and want desperately to understand why.  We have all been there, and when we face a 

terrible loss, we need help from far beyond ourselves.  Our only hope is to march right up to the 

throne of God and cry out the pain that lives in our souls.  And so we now lift our lament and 

proclaim God’s promise following the words of Psalm 22: 
 

P: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

C: At times, our loss is so great that we feel forsaken, forgotten, and alone – we lament. 
 

P: “Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of your people.  In you our ancestors trusted, and 

you delivered them.” 

C: You, God, are faithful and we trust in your promises. 
 

P: “Do not be far from us, for trouble is all around us, and there is no one to help.” 

C: Open our eyes and hearts to see you among us and be you among us. 
 

P: “You have rescued us, and we will tell of your name. 

C: Together, we praise you!” 
 

 

Hymn of Praise – “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   LBW 526 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
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2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

'Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 

 

Reading:  Genesis 3:1-21 
 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made.  He 

said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’  2The woman 

said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, “You shall 

not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 

die.”’  4But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of 

it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’  6So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 

was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate.  7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 

the garden.  9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’  10He said, ‘I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’  
11He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?’  12The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’  13Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this that 

you have done?’  The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’  14The LORD God said to 

the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 

   and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 

   and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ 
16To the woman he said, ‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 

   in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, 

   and he shall rule over you.’ 
17And to the man he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

   and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 

   “You shall not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because of you; 

   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
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18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;  

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ 
20The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all who live.  21And the LORD God 

made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. 
 

 

 

Children’s Sermon with Wendy 
 

 

 

Sermon – “Fall and Restoration” 
 

 

 

Song of Day – “This Is My Father’s World”   LBW 554 
 

1.  This is my Father’s world,  and to my list’ning ears   

All nature sings, and round me rings  the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world;  I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;  His hand the wonders wrought. 
 

2.  This is my Father’s world;  the birds their carols raise;   

The morning light, the lily white,  declare their maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world;  He shines in all that’s fair. 

In the rustling grass I hear him pass;  He speaks to me ev’rywhere. 
 

3.  This is my Father’s world;  oh, let me not forget   

That, though the wrong seems oft so strong,  God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world;  why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is king, let the heavens ring;  God reigns, let the earth be glad! 
 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

In the words of this ancient creed, we confess our faith in God as the one who receives our 

laments, bringing us hope and new life. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers – “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” 
 

Through the season of lent, we will be praying our laments together.  Some may wonder if it is 

appropriate to pray with a questioning or unaccepting spirt.  Wouldn’t it show stronger faith if 

we quietly resigned ourselves to whatever happens as the will of God?  Are prayers of protest 

evidence of weak faith?  Nowhere does scripture forbid lament or suggest it doesn’t have a place 

in a healthy relationship with God.  We can’t overcome suffering and loss by ourselves, so we 

lament to acknowledge our dependence on God and others and to open ourselves up to 

unexpected help.   
 

Our prayers of lament follow the structure of the Psalms of lament: address to God, complaint, 

confession of trust, request, and vow of praise.  As we pray, bring your struggles to God and 

have confidence that God’s grace is sufficient for you! 
 

1. Address to God – “God of Adam and Eve, of creation and order, of healing and life, we 

come to you in prayer.” 
 

2. Complaint – “We come to you with our laments.  Our hearts cry out with cries of grief, 

anger, and sorrow.  Each of us has experienced loss.  Hear us now, from the words of our 

lips to sighs too deep for words.  For the suffering and death of so many.  For abuse, 

physical and emotional.  For racism and hatred towards others.  For division in our country, 

communities, and families.” 
 

3. Confession of Trust – “But we put our trust in you, O God, and in your unfailing love.” 
 

4. Request – “As you once walked in the garden, searching for Adam and Eve, calling for 

them, seek us out in our struggle.  Come to us, call to us, and clothe us with your mercy.  

Restore what is broken, heal those who are sick, and comfort those who grieve.”   
 

5. Vow of Praise– “You are our God, and your promises are true.  You have not forgotten us, 

and your love and justice will prevail.  And so we praise you.”  Amen. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

However familiar the words of the Lord’s Prayer may be to us, there is nothing routine about 

its petitions.  They are passionate cries for the triumph of God’s life-giving grace in the world 

in the face of the threatening powers of death and destruction.  Let us lift our voices in calling 

on God’s kingdom to come for all. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Stewardship Time  

On Transfiguration Sunday we learned that we are called to share the light as we show and 

share God’s love with others.  If you are looking for a way to give and help others during Lent, 

we welcome your donations to our “Share the Light” fund as we seek to support others in need.  

The candles by the cross have been lit by those of you who lift your laments to God in prayer.  

The empty jars will be available on the coffee bar if you would like to fill it with change during 
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Lent.  Return it or make a special gift to our “Share the Light” fund as we care for those in need 

this Lent.   
 

“Before the Waters of the Earth” 

Faith Choir 

 

 

Benediction 
 

There is power in remembering, especially in the face of loss.  We remember our loss, just as 

Adam and Eve experienced sin and shame, but we also remember God’s faithfulness as God 

comes looking for us, finds us, clothes us, and restores us to new life. 
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song – “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”   WOV 780 
 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

 what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

   leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

 oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Refrain 
 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 

 I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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