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Prelude – “Ding Dong Merrily on High,” solo by Jacob Smetters 

 

Faith Family Greetings and Welcome 

 

Call to Worship – “Listen, God Is Calling”   WOV 712 
 

(Tanzanian traditional song) 

Refrain:  Listen, listen, God is calling through the Word inviting,  

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 

Jesus gave his mandate: share the good news 

That he came to save us and set us free.  Refrain 
 

Let none be forgotten throughout the world. 

In the triune name of God go and baptize.  Refrain 
 

Help us to be faithful, standing steadfast, 

Walking in your precepts, led by your Word.  Refrain 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy God, 

C: You search us, know us, and are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess that our 

hearts are burdened by sin – our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.  We 

turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust those who are not 

like us.  Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  Amen. 
 

P: Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, God’s epiphany of grace, our sins are 

washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the 

wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be God’s epiphany of love for the world, living 

out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

The “Sharing of the Peace” is a ministry to one another in which we give and receive God’s 

peace, acknowledging the presence of Christ in one another.  Please exchange a sign of peace 

with all in your household, with hand over heart, shaking a hand, or giving a hug. 
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Hymn of Praise – “Rock of Ages”   LBW 327, vv. 1-3 
 

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood, from Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

2. Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

 

 

Reading:  John 1:35-51 
 

35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk 

by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’  37The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus.  38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you 

looking for?’  They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you 

staying?’  39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’  They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day.  It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.  40One of the two who 

heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  41He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed).  42He 

brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John.  You are to be 

called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).  43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found 

Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’  44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter.  45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the 

law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’  46Nathanael said to him, 

‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’  Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’  47When Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!’  48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’  Jesus answered, ‘I saw you 

under the fig tree before Philip called you.’  49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  

You are the King of Israel!’  50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 

under the fig tree?  You will see greater things than these.’  51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I 

tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 

Son of Man.’ 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermon with Wendy 

 

 

 

Sermon – “21st Century Evangelism” 
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Song of Day – “All Are Welcome”   ELW 641 
 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain:  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

Where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 
 

3. Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat: 

A banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

Let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 
 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 

 

Prayers – “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Stewardship Time  
God is at work in our congregation to bring a word of Good News and hope, and you are invited to 

participate in God’s work as you are able by sharing in this time of offering.  If you would like to 

give to the ministry of Faith Lutheran Church, you may do so on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com) or mail your offering to Faith Lutheran Church, 1385 West 

Walnut St., Jacksonville, IL, 62650. 
 

“In the Bleak Midwinter”  

sung by Pat Kiihne 

 

 

about:blank
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Benediction 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.   

C:  Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song – “Here I Am, Lord” 
 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,  I have heard my people cry.   

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night,  I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 
 

Refrain:  Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,  I have borne my people’s pain.   

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,  give them hearts for love alone.   

I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 

 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  I will tend the poor and lame,   

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  till their hearts be satisfied.   

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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