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This bulletin corresponds to Faith Lutheran Church’s online worship service  

found on Facebook and YouTube. 

 

Prelude – “Lead us from Darkness,” a selection from our new Advent Evening Prayer,  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook and YouTube. 

 

Opening Skit 

 

Faith Family Greetings and Welcome 

 

Call to Worship – “Emmanuel” 
 

(Refrain)  Come, come, Emmanuel!  Son of God, appear.  Heaven and earth, rejoice! 

Salvation is drawing near.  Salvation is drawing near. 
 

1.   O come, O come, Emmanuel,  And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here   Until the Son of God appear.   (Refrain) 
 

2.   O come, O Wisdom from on high,  Who ordered all things mightily, 

To us the path of knowledge show,  And teach us in her ways to go.   (Refrain) 
 

3.   O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem; from ev’ry foe deliver them, 

That trust your mighty pow’r to save,  and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.   (Refrain) 
 

4.   O Come, Desire of nations, bind   In one the hearts of humankind; 

Make all our sad divisions cease,  And be for us the King of Peace.   (Refrain) 
 

(Coda)  Rejoice!  Emmanuel   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Rejoice!  Emmanuel   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Invitation to Worship 

P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: This Advent, we gather in our homes, 

C: and the world is not as you intended it to be, and we pray that you would come.  Come 

restore what is broken and make your home among us. 
 

P: This Advent, we gather in our homes, 

C: and we prepare a path for you to come.  Our homes are poor reflections of your eternal 

kingdom.  Call us to action as we prepare the way for you. 
 

P: This Advent, we gather in our homes, 

C: and we proclaim your good news!  You have come to be a home for all the nations.  

Help us to be your hands and feet that bring your good news to all. 
 

P: This Advent, we gather in our homes, 

C: and we become a home for you.  Your home is not built of wood and bricks, but of 

flesh and blood.  Come, make us your home and dwell within us.  Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

The “Sharing of the Peace” is a ministry to one another in which we give and receive  

God’s peace, acknowledging the presence of Christ in one another.  Please exchange a sign  

of peace with all in your household, with hand over heart, shaking a hand, or giving a hug. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

As the candles are lit, we sing “The King Shall Come”  (LBW #33, vv. 1, 4, & 5) 
 

1.  The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks, 

When beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 
 

4.  Oh, brighter than that glorious morn shall dawn upon our race 

The day when Christ in splendor comes, and we shall see his face. 
 

5.  The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord!  Your people pray: come quickly, King of kings. 

 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

   so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood 

   and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, 

   no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

   who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, 

   those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, 

   or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

   we are all the work of your hand. 
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9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 

   Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Children’s Sermon with Wendy 

 

Sermon – “Homecoming” 

 

Song of Day – “Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King” 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace. 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory fill my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore thee; May I still thy good-ness prove. 
 

I was lost in utter darkness 'til you came and rescued me. 

I was bound by all my sin when your love came and set me free. 

Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home. 

Now your grace is always with me, and I'll never be alone. 
 

Refrain: 

Come, thou Fount, come, thou King; Come, thou precious Prince of Peace. 

Hear your bride, to you we sing, come, thou Fount of our blessing. 

Come, thou Fount, come, thou King; Come, thou precious Prince of Peace. 

Hear your bride, to you we sing, come, thou Fount of our blessing. 
 

O, to grace, how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be. 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.  
 

Refrain: 

Come, thou Fount, come, thou King; Come, thou precious Prince of Peace. 

Hear your bride, to you we sing, come, thou Fount of our blessing. 

Come, thou Fount, come, thou King; Come, thou precious Prince of Peace. 

Hear your bride, to you we sing, come, thou Fount of our blessing. 

 

Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 



4 

 

Prayers – “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

 

 

Stewardship Time  
God is at work in our congregation to bring a word of Good News and hope, and you are invited to 

participate in God’s work as you are able by sharing in this time of offering.  If you would like to 

give to the ministry of Faith Lutheran Church, you may do so on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com) or mail your offering to Faith Lutheran Church, 1385 West 

Walnut St., Jacksonville, IL, 62650. 
 

“Bring Us Hope,” by Ruth Schram  

Trio: Gavin Cox, Sarah Doss, & Catherine Ott 

 

 

Benediction 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song – “He Came Down”   (ELW 253) 
 

He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;  

he came down that we may have love; Hallelujah forever. 
 

He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;  

he came down that we may have light; Hallelujah forever. 
 

He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;  

he came down that we may have peace; Hallelujah forever. 
 

He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;  

he came down that we may have joy; Hallelujah forever 

 

 

Dismissal 

P:  Go in peace, serve the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God! 
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