
 

 

have continued to meet faithfully, even in the weeks  
between books.  How beautiful to make a connection. 

A man recently walked into the church to drop off a 
memorial.  He explained to me that he hadn’t set foot 
in the sanctuary for over 40 years.  With a little laugh 
and shake of his head he said, “The pastor and I didn’t 
get along, so I stopped coming… but I’ve really  

enjoyed worshiping with you online.  
You’ll be seeing a lot more of me.”  
And we have, about once a week.  
How beautiful to make a connection. 

How are you connecting at this time?  
For some it is coming to worship in 
person for our communion services, 
but not all are comfortable with the 
risk, and that’s okay.  For some it is 
simply clicking the link for zoom, 
seeing friendly and familiar faces 
appear on their screen, and diving into 
an online community, but some not 
able to tackle the technology, and 
that’s okay.  Whether in person or 
online, by phone or by mail, how 
beautiful to make a connection. 

In a sermon last month I challenged everyone to 
nurture your treasure within.  We are fragile jars of clay, 
but are filled with the treasure that comes from God.  
Nurture that treasure with worship, Bible study, and 
Christian community.   

How will you nurture your treasure this month?  Would 
you be willing to try something new?  Pick up a phone, 
write a letter, login for worship, Zoom a Bible study, 
come social distance in person.  Make a connection 
with others, but most of all connect with God.  When 
you do, I can just see the smile on God’s face… and 
hear the hiccups.  How beautiful to make a connection. 

How Beautiful to Make a 

Connection  by Pastor Adam 

Desmond turned two-months-old in August… where 
does the time go?!  This is such a fun stage of his life 
for his siblings as he is no longer a blank face of drool 

and burps.  Now he smiles ☺  It brings them such joy 
to oogle and baby-talk to him in 
their high-pitched voices, “Hello 
Dezzy Wezzy, do you need a dipy 
wipy changed?  I’ll go get Daddy 
waddy!”  Gee.  Thanks.   

But the reaction on Desmond’s face 
is priceless.  He erupts into a smile 
that migrates from the tip of his 
nose way down to his toes, arms 
shaking with such force that he 
sometimes startles himself  and gets 
the hiccups!  How beautiful to make 
a connection. 

A couple of weeks ago, during the 
showing of the 9:30 online service in 
the Great Room, we arrived at the 
time for sharing the peace.  There were only four of 
us in the room, but as we turned to one another, 
placed a hand on our chest and said, “Peace be with 
you,” someone exclaimed, “I’m going to cry!”  How 
beautiful to make a connection. 

Our Tuesday night book study just completed their 
second book last month.  They jumped into Zoom 
with both feet, sometimes sinking, sometimes 
swimming, but always so excited to be together.  They 
have been amazed at how easy it has been to build a 
community that is ripe for sharing and caring.  Rarely 
does a session go by without watery eyes as some 
exclaim, “This is the highlight of my week!” and they 
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Fall Faith Formation...nurture those roots! 

now both online and in person 

Gospel of  Matthew 
Do you remember in January when we read through the 

Gospel of Matthew together and added pennies to the jar?  

Many were fascinated by the experience of reading an entire 

gospel.  Now dig deeper with an explorer’s style Bible Study 

with Todd Burrus.  A study guide with daily readings and 

questions engages you through the week, then join us for a group discussion to learn more about the context and 

significance of this rich gospel.  Materials are free, but make a donation if this study has blessed you. 

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. (in-person and Zoom) beginning September 6 

Taking Faith Home on Sunday Mornings 
Do you remember those yellow “Taking Faith Home “ inserts we 

would hand out “back in the day”?  You can still find them on the 

Faith Formation page of our website (use password: faith).  

Download one to use anytime, or come get one on Sunday 

mornings after worship and join a discussion with Pastor Adam as we talk through the caring conversations and 

read the devotion.  After our 8:30 outdoor worship, we’ll circle up some chairs and visit on the lawn.                  

After the 10:30 indoor worship, we’ll keep our masks and find a quiet place.   

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. outdoors  (after worship) and 11:00 a.m. indoors (after worship). 

Beginning September 13. 

“Dwelling in the Word” 
If you are looking for a Bible Study with no preparation, this 

is for you!  Each week we read Sunday’s Gospel text and 

share, “What do I notice?  What makes me wonder?  How is 

God calling me to respond?”  It is a wonderful way to deepen 

our walk with Jesus and enrich your worship as well. 

Mondays at noon with Glen VanderKloot (Zoom only)   

Wednesdays at 6:00 with Pastor Adam (in-person and Zoom) 

Horticulturists say that the most important time to 

fertilize your trees is in the fall… do the same for 

your faith!  Here are some wonderful opportunities 

to feed your roots and nurture your faith this fall.  

Consider adding one to your routine and discover 

what a difference it can make. 
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Wednesday “Guys Lunch” in the Parking Lot 
For years some guys at Faith have met at restaurants on Wednesdays for food and fellowship.  Now they have 

migrated to the Faith parking lot.  Bring your own lunch and folding chair and join them under the shade.          

We meet, weather permitting, and you can text Paul Scheerer at 217-370-2844 for updates. 

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. in the Faith parking lot.   

“Joyous Light” Evening Prayer Worship 

Last month we debuted a new liturgy for Evening Prayer.  “Joyous Light” 
is a beautiful, contemporary setting of evening prayer liturgy with 

keyboard, guitar, and flute.  These services are online only and can be 
found on Facebook and YouTube.  Please join us for these services, and 

invite a friend to worship with you.   
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook and YouTube 

Quilting Group  

This fall we would like to offer a Wednesday afternoon 

quilting group for anyone interested.  Even if you are not into 

sewing, feel free to come and help with cutting and tying -- or 

bring your own project to work on while we enjoy fellowship 

at a distance.  We will make the quilts for a charity -- perhaps 

Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois for 

foster children, or some other group which needs them.   

Our first meeting will be Wednesday, September 2, at 1:00pm.   

Bring yours scissors, sewing machine, cotton fabric stash,     

and a smile ☺   

Questions?  Contact Kathy Trenter (ektrenter@casscom.com) or Elaine Chapman (chapman@ic.edu)  

 

“Sustaining Hope in an Unjust World”  

book study 

So much has challenged us this year, and it may seem like there is nothing we 
can do to make the world a better place.  In this book, UCC Pastor Timothy 

Charles Murphy outlines “how to keep going when you want to give up.”  It is 
a short yet meaningful read on how to go beyond a book to engage as a 

community through “visionary gradualism” (keeping focus on the vision of the 
Kingdom of God while taking small, gradual steps in that direction), 

perseverance, and connecting with one another.  The books are free, but make 
a donation if it has been meaningful to you.  

Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. with Glen VanderKloot (Zoom only) 
Fridays at noon with Pastor Adam (in-person and Zoom) 

Beginning September 8 
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Meet Our Members: 

Sandi Watts 

Interview by Patty Nelson 

 

 

 

 
 

     Sandi Watts was born in Quincy, 
Illinois and grew up on a farm about a 
quarter of a mile west of Clayton, 
Illinois.  “We had cattle and hogs.  We 
had hog lots in front of and behind the 
house, but we didn’t think twice about 
open ing  the  windows  in  the 
summertime.  Dad always said that was 
the money we were smelling.  We had 
lots of cats and a couple of dogs.  I 
enjoyed growing up on the farm.  Going 
to Quincy was a big deal!”  Sandi had 
one brother, Steve.  One set of 
grandparents lived by the airport in 
Quincy.  They had chickens, and Sandi 
would gather eggs with her Grandma.  
“My main objective was to get the eggs 
without touching anything.  When they 
butchered chickens, Grandpa would put 
the head between two nails on a board 
and chop off its head.  He threw the 
chicken down, and it would run around 
without any head.  I always wondered 
how they knew where they were going.”    

     Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Clayton is Sandi’s childhood church. 
Where she was baptized and confirmed.   

     Sandi began playing piano in second 
grade.  A couple years later, one of the 
Sunday School teachers asked if she 
would play for the Sunday School 
opening.  She played until 8th grade.  
She also began playing the organ for 
Lenten Services between 5th and 6th 
grade.  Sandi played the organ at Good 
Shepherd until she got married and 
moved away.  She has played for 
funerals and weddings in churches of 
many denominations.  She described her 
first experience playing at a Catholic 
funeral.  “The priest was telling me 
when I could begin playing the 
postlude.  He said, ‘After everybody 
genuflects….’.  I said, “What’s that?”  “I 
knew what it was, but I didn’t know 
what it was called.” 

     Sandi played numerous years at the 
First Baptist Church in Carthage, then 
was organist for First Presbyterian in 
Keokuk.  “That was a beautiful church.  
Probably one of the nicest organs in the 

area.  I really liked that.”  Trinity 
Lutheran in Carthage was the next 
church to benefit from Sandi’s talent.  
“I went to Trinity Lutheran in Carthage 
for 10 years.  That’s where my kids were 
confirmed and where I met Pastor 
Adam.”  Sandi had moved to 
Jacksonville, but was asked to play for a 
wedding at Trinity Lutheran.  “That 
happened to be the very first wedding 
that Pastor Adam ever did.  I kind of 
helped him through the service.”  

     “When I moved to Jacksonville, I 
didn’t go to church for a while.  Pastor 
Adam contacted me a few years ago and 

asked if I’d be 
willing to play for 
Grace Lutheran in 
Virginia.  I played 
there for around 
three years … really 
enjoyed that.  Then 
Pastor Adam asked 
if I would play the 
organ for Faith 

Lutheran.  In January of 2019, I began 
to play for Faith.  I like the second 
service a lot.  What I really like is the 
combined service with the mix of 
traditional and contemporary music.”   

     After graduating from Central High 
School near Camp Point, Sandi went to 
X-ray school in Quincy which was a 
hospital certificate program.  After 
graduation, she worked in several 
smaller hospitals as an x-ray tech.  Then 
she had an opportunity to teach x-ray 
tech at Carl Sandburg in Carthage and 
taught there for 17 years.  When x-rays 
went digital, Sandi went back into the 
clinical field at Memorial Medical Center 
in Springfield as the education 
coordinator in the x-ray department.  
She worked with students and learned 
the new technology as well.  When SIU 
had an opening in their teaching 
program, she applied and got the 
position.  She has been teaching at 
Carbondale for 7 years – spring, 
summer, and fall semesters.  “I really 
enjoy it.  COVID has been challenging.  
Classroom teaching has been through 
zoom.  Students who were out on 
clinicals missed out on half a semester.” 

     Sandi has a bachelor’s in radiologic 
science from Florida Hospital College 

of Health Sciences which is now 
Adventist University in Orlando, 
Florida.  She did the course online.  She 
e a rn ed  a  M as t e r s  i n  H ea l t h 
Administration from the University of 
St. Francis in Joliet.  “That’s as far as 
I’m going.”  Sandi is now an Associate 
Professor at SIU and is program 
director over all the radiologic science 
programs which include radiation 
therapy, MRI, CT ultrasound, and 
radiography.  “I really enjoy it.” 

     Sandi has been published as well.  
She has written articles for the 
Radiologic Technology Journal.  She has 
spoken at the Illinois State Society for 
Radiologic Technologist.  She recently 
spoke for the American Educators in 
Imaging and Radiologic Sciences 
Conference, which unfortunately had to 
be over Zoom.  “I’ve x-rayed bones from 
a man that are 100 years old.  It was for a 
research project that a grad assistant was 
working on.  At the time of the man’s life, 
there were no houses, the weather was 
bad, he lived outside.  He had broken 
bones and signs of many diseases.  He 
was not the healthiest person.” 

     Sandi has three kids.  “My two girls, 
Nicole and Kayla, were in band.  We went 
to numerous band contests, played for 
football and basketball games at Carthage.  
When Nicole was in high school, 
Carthage won 1st in State Football for 
three years in a row.  Carthage also went 
to State in football three years when Kayla 
was in high school.  Scott played football 
for Carthage.  Sports were important to 
the family.” 

     Sandi’s children are all married.  
Nicole, the oldest, lives near Cedar 
Rapids, IA.  She has the youngest 
granddaughter, Isabella, 18 mo.  Kayla 
lives in Pekin, Il.  She has two daughters, 
Chloe-7, Maggie - 4.  Scott and his wife, 
Makenzie, are members at Faith.  Pastor 
Adam married them at Annie Merner.  
They have Bennett-4, and Stella-almost 2.  
Bennett and Stella were both baptized at 
Faith.  “We have fun all the time.  
Grandkids make having kids worth it!  I 
come to Jacksonville almost every 
weekend to see them.” 

     I’ve really been blessed to be a part of 
Faith.  I like working with Pastor Adam 
and all the musicians. 



 

 

Food Center for September 
With the times being so uncertain, with Covid-19 illness 

still a horrible threat, and joblessness, business closures, 

and school or at-home learning problems still a reality, 

being without food security is something that seems to lurk 

in every corner.  In Jacksonville, between the Salvation 

Army and the Food Center, there is hope for many that 

existence can be maintained.  Please remember those in 

need with your prayers and your financial support.  Cash 

donations for the Food Center are greatly appreciated. 

Donations for the Food Center in July were $240.00. 

FLOWERS  ($15.00 per vase) 

Sept.   6  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 
 

Sept. 13  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 
 

Sept. 20  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 
 

Sept. 27  By the Roth family in celebration of 
               Laura’s birthday on September 27 
         &  By Carol Rauen in memory of Elizabeth  
               Beranek 
 

 

We are still receiving altar flowers from Barber 
Florist, and they are visible on the online services.  
If you would like to donate a vase of flowers, 

please call or email the church office (245-8919 or 
faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send your 
check for $15 made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Silver Linings 

Any time something terrible happens – like an 

earthquake, a hurricane –  or even a pandemic –  there 

are always people who are rescuing the injured, serving 

water and food, and providing all kinds of support.  I 

like to think of these folks as the “silver linings” in the 

midst of the storm.   
 

Who has been a silver lining for you ?  Friends and 

family who have kept in touch by phone, Facebook, 

and email have certainly cheered me.  Seeing members 

of our Faith Family involved in our online services 

reminds me that we remain a caring community, even 

at a distance.  Postal workers still sort and deliver our 

mail, thus maintaining our vital connections.  Teachers 

and other school personnel are making incredible 

efforts to educate the children in a safe environment.  

Health care providers, receptionists, housekeeping and 

maintenance folks have taken care of us at great risk to 

themselves and their families.  
 

And what can we do to be a silver lining for another’s 

coronavirus cloud?  Our actions do not have to be 

earth-shaking; even a sincere greeting will lift 

someone’s spirits.  An offer to pick up groceries or 

prescriptions is always welcome.  If we can’t visit in 

person, we can send cards and emails.    
 

Thank you, God, for those who have been “silver 

linings” during this cloudy time.  Give us the initiative, 

courage, and creativity to be a silver lining for those 

around us.  Remind us that when we serve others, we 

are serving You.  Amen.  

Financial Assistants 

September   6  Paul Hubbard & Karen Sibert  

September 13  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

September 20  Barb Davenport & Lisa Horton 

September 27  Mike Oldenettel & Larry Sweatman 

Calling All Musicians 
Our online and in-person worship schedules 
are providing ample opportunities for musical 
gifts.  If you would like to share your gifts 
and talent through special music for online 
services, in-person worship accompaniment, 
or vocal/wind instrument solo during in-
person worship services, contact music 
coordinator Jacob Smetters. 

Attention All Singers 
The Faith choir will be setting off in adventure with many 
opportunities to sing.  We will begin rehearsals IN Person on 
the Faith Lawn starting September 8th at 6:00pm and every 
Tuesday after.  Social distancing style short rehearsals will take 
place on the lawn to keep everyone safe.  Songs will be recorded 
and premiered during Sunday morning services.  There will also 
be small-group and a few virtual choir opportunities throughout 
the fall as well.  Any questions, contact Jacob Smetters.  All are 
welcome. 



 

 

 

from our Parish Life Coordinator 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is not meeting in person at this time.  However, if you would 
like to study the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Discipleship weekly 
Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship. 
Or let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed to you. 

Doorbell Dinners… 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery  
September 14-18.   

 

We will need five people willing to drive a route and five 
additional people willing to ride along and deliver the meals 

to the recipients’ front doors.   
 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are available to serve.     
drleifheit99@gmail.com or 243-9173 

 

Faith’s next week of Doorbell Dinner delivery will be 
November 2-6.  

 

The time commitment is typically from about  
11:15-1:00 each day. 

Join in the fun while serving others in our community! 

 

 

Our Daily Bread is available online at www.odb.org.  
 

Daily written devotions, short video devotions, reading plans and 

articles are all available to help you deepen your relationship with 

the Lord through resources that speak to everyday issues of life.   
 

Sign up for daily emails or browse  

and explore the abundant free resources.   

FREE, FAMILY-FRIENDLY, LECTIONARY-BASED 
 

Faith Formation Resources 
With Sermons4Kids, you get tons of free children’s sermons with object 

lessons, children’s activities, Bible coloring pages, games, and crafts. 
 

Check it out at:    https://sermons4kids.com/ 
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