
 

 

library with resources and helpful librarians.  The 

Jacksonville library always tries to serve the interests of 

the community.    

In addition to the articles and the books, the display has 

drawing and writing materials for having fun.  There is 

a box of various colored face silhouettes, funny face 

stickers, construction paper, markers, and crayons for 

children to create a funny face of themselves to use to 

talk about how we all may look different, but we are 

still all the same.  Our bible says that “… God created 

humankind in his image” (Genesis 1:27).  Different but 

the same is how God made us.  Furthermore, we are 

reminded in the letter to the Ephesians, of “one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and 

in all” (Ephesians 4:6).  Therefore, in community we 

can live together in spirit, love, wisdom, and 

perseverance.  Our lives can be united, so, like the 

crayons and the markers, we look different, but we are 

of the same spirit and it is good, and it is right.  We 

know that God loves us all the same.  And parents can 

certainly add their ideas to support their children’s 

understandings.  The Apostle Paul wrote “…the 

righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ (is) for all who believe.  For 

there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 

whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 

blood, effective through faith” (Romans 3: 21-25).  Life 

offers us many opportunities.  Some we welcome and 

some not so much.  But most, if not all, opportunities 

provide us with possibilities to become closer to God.  

Novelist, James Baldwin wrote “Not everything that is 

faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it 

is faced.”  May God’s peace be with all of us. 

Talking About Racism  

by Doris Robinson 

There is a display at the Jacksonville Public Library 

designed to assist parents in talking about racism.  

Doris Robinson, the Jacksonville NAACP Secretary 

and Cindy Boehlke worked together on this project, 

and it is something we especially encourage families 

with younger children and tweens to visit.  We believe 

the display is suitable for anyone who is interested in 

reading about ways to help children understand the 

images they may be seeing online and television or the 

conversations they may be hearing.  We want children 

to feel comfortable learning and talking about racism 

in positive ways and without anger, fear, shame, or 

blame.  We designed the display to make dialog easy 

and age appropriate.  Articles also suggest topics that 

are not necessarily appropriate for certain ages of 

children as a tool for guidance.  

The display contains a selection of 19 articles adults 

can copy and take home as a resource.  The articles 

address ways to discuss racism with children and 

identify behaviors that help children manage 

information without creating trauma, anxiety, and 

stress.  We provide information from journals, 

websites, and non-political organizations that support 

children’s development.  Our expectation is the 

material can offer support to parents with ideas to 

help them talk with their children at home.  The 

resources also offer children’s book titles for 

additional information.  Our children’s librarian, 

Cindy Boehlke, identified and displayed fiction and 

non-fiction books that have diverse characters and 

related topics.  We are truly blessed to have a public 
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Purpose Driven Life on Zoom 
Join Todd Burrus and others for a discussion of the 

book “The Purpose Driven Life” and prayerful 

reflection on God’s promise and presence in our lives.  

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

“Taking Faith Home” with 

Pastor Linda Strader 
 

Join Pastor Linda Strader and the folks in her “Three 

Saints Parish” for a weekly reflection on the “Taking 

Faith Home” insert, Fridays at 9:00am via Zoom.  

Email her for an invitation at strader.linda@gmail.com.  

You can find your insert on the Faith Formation page 

of our website.  Use password: faith.   

Zoom is a video conferencing service where 

participants can see and hear one another.  All you need 

is a smart phone, tablet, or computer with video and 

microphone and a free Zoom membership at 

www.zoom.us.  Email Pastor Adam if you would like a 

tutorial on how to set it up and use this service. 

“Dwelling in the Word” 

Mondays at noon 
The Central/Southern IL Synod of the ELCA is 

launching a new initiative to engage our congregations 

in biblical reading and reflection every week.  Each 

Monday, Glen VanderKloot will read a passage from 

the upcoming Sunday’s readings and ask, “What did 

you notice?  What made you wonder?  How do you 

feel God’s Spirit calling and nudging you?”   
 

Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

Men’s Prayer Group…  

it’s never been so easy! 
Have you ever wanted to give our Men’s Prayer Group 

a try, but just can’t get out the door early in the 

morning?  Join us from the comfort of your home!   

We meet Wednesdays at 7am to share where we have 

seen God in our week and lift up our praises and 

prayers.  Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

ZOOM with us! 

As we celebrate Independence Day this month, we give thanks for the many freedoms we enjoy.  The freedom to 

practice our own religion was central to our country’s founders, so central that it was addressed in the First 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  While it may feel as if this freedom is being limited while we are unable to 

worship in our sanctuary during this pandemic time, it is important to know what we are free FOR.  We are free 

FOR love of God and love of neighbor.  We are free to love boldly and sacrificially, giving up some of our own 

comforts and preferences for the sake of others.  With the input of the ELCA, our Central/Southern Illinois 

Synod, and an advising team at Faith, our congregational Council has decided to continue to maintain our online-

only worship through the month of July.  This decision was made out of the freedom we have to love our 

neighbors and care for the most vulnerable among us.  In-person worship continues to pose too great a risk and 

would be dramatically altered from what we have come to enjoy as worship together.  We are also blessed by the 

gifts of so many to be able to offer vibrant and engaging online worship.  These services continue to gather us as 

community as we are fed by God’s grace in word and sacrament.  Unfortunately, some are unable to worship with 

us online due to lack of technology.  If you know someone, consider reaching out and inviting them to a time of 

worship together on your phone, tablet, or computer.  Sit with them outdoors or mask and join around a table.  

This Sunday (July 5) may be an especially good time to offer to worship with a friend as we will be sharing in 

Holy Communion together.  Set aside some bread and wine/juice and join us at the table… all are welcome!  

Online Worship Continues 
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Even while social distancing… 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES! 
Worship 

It’s not the same as gathering in our building, but 

it’s still gathering for church, as the church,  

to be the church!  Join us online via Facebook, 

YouTube, or our website, Sundays @9:30am. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to be greeters, 

readers, and acolytes.  If you would be willing 

to submit a recording for these portions of the 

service, please let us know. 

Food Center for July 
The Food Center has recently experienced increased 
donations from the community as a result of recent 
newspaper articles in the Journal Courier.  Grant 
applications have also been positive.  In the last two 
months, the Food Center is in the wonderful position 
where total money taken in is greater than expenses.  
HOWEVER, NEEDS WILL GO UP WHEN FOOD 
STAMPS AND GOVERNMENT STIMULUS CHECKS 
ARE USED UP.  

The Food Center administrator Melissa Hall and 
Assistant  Administrator Christy Martin are also 
managing the summer program “Take It To The 
Streets”, going to Grace Methodist Church right after 
the Food Center closes at noon. For reasons 
concerning the pandemic, the children come to Grace 
Church daily to pick up their meals.  80 are prepared 
every weekday using food packaged and provided at 
low cost or donated from 5 restaurants.  For safety, 
this project has been simplified from 60 to 70 people 
prepping sandwiches and snacks each day for the next 
day and delivered to several stations throughout 
Jacksonville.  Good works and love from Melissa and 
Christy for continuing a wonderful project from past 

years.       Faith’s May contribution was:  $690.00 

Continue to Give 
We have been blessed by the generosity of our members and 

also many guests through this time of sheltering.  As you are 

able, please continue to support Faith and other essential 

ministries.  You can give any of three ways to Faith: 

1) Mail a check to the church. 

2) Make a recurring donation through our bank (contact 

the church office for an application). 

3) Make a donation online on our secure website. 

Weekly Evening Prayer Worship 
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm for a 

traditional vespers service on Facebook, YouTube, 

and our website.  Bulletins are available online  

or by contacting the church office. 

Global Missions 

Often we forget how devastating the effects of the 

Covid-19 pandemic have been around the globe, 

particularly in Madagascar and Uganda.  Our synod 

partners with the Madagascar Lutheran Church, and the 

pandemic has drastically limited their ability to worship 

and do ministry.  To make a donation, visit 

https://abundant.co/csis/give and designate “Aid to 

Madagascar Pastors.”  Members of Faith participate on a 

board that oversees “Hearts United in God’s Service 

(HUGS),” a ministry for education and health of children 

in Uganda.  They currently have a $15,000 matching 

grant that will run through July to help them acquire land 

and build a school to educate 150 children. To make a 

donation, visit https://www.hugsforuganda.com/. 

“Wee the Church” 
Join Wendy the puppet and her friends for a children’s 

worship opportunity on Wednesday mornings, July 8 

and July 22, at 9:00am.  We will sing, read scripture, 

pray, and have fun!  Find us on our Facebook page, 

website, and YouTube channel!   

Group Discusses “Dear Church” 
Our book discussion group has started another round, 

this time with “Dear Church” by Lenny Duncan.  It is 

subtitled, “A love letter from a black preacher to the 

whitest denomination in the US” and is written by an 

ELCA pastor to stir discussion and awareness of 

practices and theology that exclude people of color. 

https://abundant.co/csis/give
https://www.hugsforuganda.com/
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Chad’s family settled in Milwaukee in the 

1850’s after escaping the 1848 revolution 

in Germany.  Ancestors on both sides of 

Chad’s family came from a region in 

Europe called Pomerania which was 

situated between Poland and Germany.  

Boehlke is a Pomeranian German name.  

Chad’s father came from Mequon, 

Wisconsin, home of the first Lutheran 

Church in Wisconsin.  His mother was 

born and raised in West Allis, Wisconsin 

just west of Milwaukee.  “There were 

more Lutherans in that area than you 

could shake a tree at.”  Chad was born in 

Menomonee Falls and has two older 

brothers, David and Lyndon.  His mom 

was a homemaker and worked at different 

jobs.  Dad was a structural steel draftsman 

for 50 years.  “He drew the steel that 

holds up the buildings.  I think Dad drew 

the designs for half of Milwaukee.  My 

grandpa was an iron worker, so I think he 

built the other half.” 

When Chad was 12, his father lost his job 

in Milwaukee due to the recession of the 

80’s.  The family moved to a house in the 

country near Rockford, Illinois.  “I still 

run into people who’ve never heard of 

Rockford.”  Chad went to public schools 

and began working when he was 16. “My 

brothers were quite a bit older than me, 

so there aren’t many stories about us 

growing up.  My dad never told me stories 

about his life either, just bits and pieces.  

He is the oldest of three brothers.  When 

Dad died, a week later, his brother died, 

then a week later, Cindy’s aunt died.  That 

was a bad December.  When my mom 

died, I got the family photos.  I’ve been 

trying to piece together what their lives 

were like from the photos.  They never 

talked about their lives growing up.  They 

were born in 1937 and ’38, so they grew up 

during the Depression and World War II.” 

Both parents were Lutherans.  Chad 

estimated that his father’s family has been 

Lutheran for 10-15 generations.  Chad 

grew up in the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Church. “As a kid, I thought 

church was the most boring place in the 

world to go.  My confirmation class was a 

three-year study.  It was very hard.  When 

I was confirmed, I knew Luther’s Small 

Catechism inside and out.  We had a 

public test in front of the church.  If we 

didn’t pass the test, we didn’t get 

confirmed.”  Chad has attended over a 

dozen Lutheran churches in his life 

including the Wisconsin Synod, Missouri 

Synod, and ELCA.  He also attends the 

Catholic church with Cindy when she 

worships there.  

Chad pursued a degree in Historic 

Preservation at Southeast Missouri State 

in Cape Girardeau.  “I wanted to work in 

museums.  I had already worked in a 

museum and volunteered at another.  

SEMO was the only school I wanted to 

go to.”   

Chad met his wife Cindy when they were 

both graduate assistants in the Historic 

Preservation program at SEMO.  They were 

married in a Lutheran church in Cape 

Girardeau and lived there as newlyweds for 

a few years.  They moved to St. Louis where 

Chad worked for the government.  Then, it 

was off to North Platte, Nebraska where 

Chad worked at a museum for 5 years.   

The move to Jacksonville was quite a 

story.  Cindy’s sister, Beth, already lived in 

Jacksonville. At Thanksgiving, Chad, 

Cindy, and baby Ben came to Jacksonville 

for the holiday.  Beth, who knew Sharon 

Zuiderveld, told Cindy about a position 

that was open at the library.  Cindy 

interviewed for the position while they 

were in town, and Sharon offered her the 

job.  Chad and Cindy purchased a house 

on North Main.  They went back to 

Nebraska to pack up and make the move.  

It is now winter.  They rented the biggest 

U-Haul they could find, backed it up to 

the porch, and loaded the truck.  That 

evening, it snowed, “because it’s 

Nebraska, and it always snows,” and the 

roads were slick.  Cindy’s dad drove 

Chad’s truck and pulled Cindy’s car, ‘Ole 

Blue’, on the car hauler.  Cindy, Ben, and 

her mother rode with him.  Chad drove 

the U-Haul, and the two dogs rode 

shotgun.  Chad’s father-in-law seemed to 

forget that he was hauling a trailer and 

Chad was driving a U-Haul that struggled 

to go over 55, and he took off like a race 

car driver.  Chad and the dogs bounced 

along behind.  At one point, the caravan 

pulled over on the side of the road.  Chad 

said he had no idea where he was because 

“for some reason, the state of Missouri 

did not believe in reflective paint on the 

roadsides.”  He walked around the truck 

and to his horror found he was only 

inches away from flipping the truck into a 

huge ditch.  Finally, they made it to 

Jacksonville and pulled into a parking lot 

to regroup.  Cindy’s dad jumped out and 

said, “OK, why don’t I go ahead and get a 

picture of you guys coming to 

Jacksonville.”  Chad said nobody, not 

even the dogs, smiled.  “We’ve lived here 

for going on seven years.” 

Chad worked at ISVI for several years and 

has now been reassigned to Eisenhower 

School.  He is three months away from 

earning his degree in Special Education.  He 

loved the students there and has great 

respect for them.   

Chad and Cindy have two sons, Ben and 

Peter.  The family enjoys camping, and 

Yellowstone is a goal to visit as a family.  

They have three hens and a rooster.  The 

hens provide eggs, and sometimes there are 

extras for sale.  

When they looked for church homes, Cindy 

attended Our Savior’s and Chad attended 

Salem Lutheran Church.  Chad grinned, 

winked, and then said, “I wasn’t too sure 

about ELCA, because I had heard rumors 

and stories that they weren’t ‘really’ 

Lutheran.” Chad became uncomfortable 

with some things that were happening in the 

church, so he came to Faith.  Pastor Roth’s 

sermons drew him in as well as the fact that 

he and Cindy were not the youngest people 

in the congregation.  “Church has always 

been a big part of my family and Cindy’s.” 



 

 

Congratulations to our Graduates 
2020 

 

Laura Sibert graduated with a Masters of Social Work 
(MSW) from Washington University in St. Louis. She is 
planning to specialize in working with people with sleep 
disorders. 

FLOWERS  ($15.00 per vase) 

July   5  By Carol Rollefson Rauen in loving  
   memory of John Rauen 
        &  By Vicki Robson in memory of  
  Delores Reichert  
 

July 12  By Vicki Robson in memory of  
  Patsy Miller  
         &  Open for donation 
 

July 19  Open for donation & Open for donation 
 

July 26  Open for donation & Open for donation 
 

We are still receiving altar flowers from Barber 
Florist, and they are visible on the online services.  
If you would like to donate a vase of flowers, 

please call or email the church office (245-8919 or 
faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send your 
check for $15 made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 

Prayers 

We are not including specific names for prayer in our online worship but will be offering prayer requests and up-

dates in our newsletter instead.  If you have a prayer request, please contact the church office. 

 For the family of Marilyn Mann; Marilyn died on June 12. 

 For Bob Sibert as he continues to recover from a stroke.   

 For Elizabeth Beranek who had surgery to put a pacemaker in. 

 For Lynette Eason who is recovering from a stroke. 

 For family and friends of Maxine Beard who died on June 12. 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Names 

Years ago 8-year-old Brian was killed in a freak accident 

at a go-cart race.  It was one of the most tragic events I 

remember from our years in Jacksonville, and the 

expressions of love and sympathy were immense.  

Every time I ran into the boy’s mother I felt at a loss 

for words. My heart ached for her, but I just couldn’t 

mention his name for fear of bringing back the sadness.   
 

Evan, the son of a dear friend, had problems with drug 

addiction for years.  In our home town people never 

asked about him, because they suspected that the news 

was not good, so they didn’t want to bring up his name.  

Meanwhile, his parents were even more hurt that no 

one—not even the young man’s aunt and uncle— 

seemed to acknowledge that their son existed.  

But the use of names is extremely important.  In 

Genesis, God renames Sarai to Sarah, and Abram to 

Abraham as God makes the covenant.  In Luke, the 

messenger of God tells Elizabeth and Zechariah that 

they will have a son, and his name will be John.  In 

Matthew, Jesus re-names the disciple Simon as Peter.  

In Baptism we are named and called children of God.    
 

During the past several weeks we have learned some 

new names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud 

Arbery, and more.  We’ve been reminded of other 

names, like Eric Garner and Trayvon Martin.  We must 

say their names and remember those names. 
 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer God, give us courage 

and determination to  build a society of justice and 

equality such that the list of those names does not 

grow.  Amen.  

Thank You 

Thank you to all the Faith members and friends that gave of 

their time and energies to serve our local community through 

Doorbell Dinner delivery throughout the first week of June.   

Thank you Pat Glyshaw and Lynette Hamilton, Mary Scheerer 

and Dawn, Dennis Backstrom, Elaine Chapman, and Donna 

Chenoweth, Carol Squibb and Patty Nelson, and the Leifheit 

family.  Faith’s next week of Doorbell Dinner service is in 

September.  Consider serving our community in this way.  Let 

Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving. 



 

 

 

Mission of  the Season:  Spread Joy 
Faith’s Outreach Mission of the Season is to Spread Joy.  No matter our ages or 

stages, we all need JOY.  Make Spreading Joy a priority in your daily routine! 
 

Are you wondering what you can do to reach out and support a member of Faith, a 

neighbor, or someone in need?  It’s hard to know what people need and how to go 

about being helpful right now.  One thing we ALL need is some JOY!!  We all benefit by 

receiving joy — and we are blessed tremendously by providing joy.  Here are a few 

simple outreach ideas to help brighten someone’s day!  If you’d like, send some 

pictures of you and your completed projects to Faith’s email address to keep some 

positive memories of these trying times.  Have fun!  Spread JOY!  

Faith Rocks! 

Decorate rocks and leave them in various 

locations outside others’ homes to 

unexpectedly brighten someone’s day.  Use 

paint, chalk, sharpies, or other materials to 

decorate the rocks, then cover the rocks in 

clear sealer to preserve the art.  If you’d 

like, you could write “FLC” or “Faith 

Lutheran Church” on the back of the rock.  

Faith Rocks! 

Chalk the Walk 

Spread some joy, positivity, 

and inspiration by decorating 

someone’s sidewalk or      

driveway with uplifting and 

colorful messages. 

Faith Continues to  

Flow and Grow 

Repurpose a tin can into a planter!  

Rescue a can from your recycling 

collection and decorate it as you like.  

Fill it with soil and plant a flower, 

herb, or vegetable to deliver to 

someone’s doorstep as a sign that 

Faith is still flowing and growing.      

Members of our community continue to struggle in various ways.  If you are looking for a way 

to help, Faith will continue to collect laundry soap, dish soap, bleach, and all personal care items 

as an ongoing outreach effort for the Jacksonville community in cooperation with the Spirit of 

Faith Soup Kitchen.  Donations can be left on Renee Leifheit’s front porch (30 Eleanor Lane), 

or donations can be picked up upon request (drleifheit99@gmail.com or 243-9173). 

Sheltering ideas from our Parish Life Coordinator 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is unable to meet in person at this time.  However, if you 
would like to study the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Discipleship 

weekly Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship. 
Or let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed to you. 
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