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Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Today’s service is online and can be found on our website, 

Facebook page, or YouTube channel, premiering on Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  If you join us on Facebook, 

please comment and let us know that you are here!  The service will remain online after the premier  

so you may worship at any time.  Please invite family and friends to join us as we give ourselves to God  

in worship and receive life-giving grace through God’s Living Word. 

 

 

Prelude:  piano solo by Jacob Smetters – “Faith” 

 

Opening Skit 

 

Greetings for our Faith Family 

 

Call to Worship – “Forever” 
 

1.  Give thanks to the Lord our God and King;  his love endures forever. 

For he is good, he is above all things;  his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

2.  With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; his love endures forever. 

For the life that’s been reborn;  his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise! 
 

Refrain:  Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, forever God is with us, forever. 
 

3.  From the rising to the setting sun  his love endures forever. 

And by the grace of God we will carry on;  his love endures forever.   

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise!  Refrain 
 

Ending:   And ever, forever. 

 

Welcome  

 

Invitation to Worship 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
  

P:  The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 

C:  Lord, let your church be a living community that grows, and all are welcome. 
  
P:  The kingdom of heaven is like yeast, 

C:  Lord, let your love spread and rise within all people. 
  
P:  The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, hidden in a field, 

C:  Lord, fill us with a desire for you so great that we would give all to have you. 
  
P:  The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant, searching for fine pearls, 

C:  Lord, help us to see ourselves as your beloved whom you seek and for whom you gave 

your Son. 
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P:  The kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, 

C:  Lord, may we be your kingdom come, your net, woven together to support, include, and 

gather all of your children as one. 
  
P:  Together, we participate in the kingdom of heaven as we live in our baptisms.  We promise: to 

live among God’s faithful people, hear God’s Word and share in Christ’s Supper, proclaim the 

good news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all people, following the example 

of our Lord Jesus, and strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  And in our baptism, God’s 

grace takes hold of us as God promises to sustain us through our journey.  Together, let us give 

thanks for the gift of baptism: 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led your people 

Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river, your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us 

heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 

new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 

grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise – “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”   (LBW 479) 
 

1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

 Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 

2 May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 

 as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 

3 While life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; 

 bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
 

4 When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll; 

 blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove; 

 oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

The “Sharing of the Peace” is a ministry to one another in which we give and receive  

God’s peace, acknowledging the presence of Christ in one another.  Please exchange a sign  

of peace with all in your household, with hand over heart, shaking a hand, or giving a hug. 
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Romans 8:26-39 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according 

to his purpose.  29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  30And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified 

he also glorified. 
31What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  32He who did 

not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 

else?  33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? I t is God who justifies.  34Who is to 

condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed intercedes for us.  35Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, ‘For your sake we 

are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  37No, in all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 

took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown, it is the 

greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.’ 
33He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 

in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 
44‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl 

of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 

kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 

the bad.  49So it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 
51‘Have you understood all this?’  They answered, ‘Yes.’  52And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 

out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’ 

 

Children’s Sermon with Wendy 

 

Sermon – “God’s Incarnate Kingdom” 
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Song of Day – “You Are My All in All” 
 

1.  You are my strength when I am weak   You are my treasure that I seek    

You are my all in all. 

Seeking you as a precious jewel   Lord, to give up I’d be a fool   You are my all in all. 
 

Refrain:  Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name.   

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 
 

2.  Taking my sin, my cross, my shame  Rising again I bless your name   

You are my all in all. 

When I fall down you pick me up   When I am dry you fill my cup   You are my all in all.  

Refrain 

 

 

Prayers – “Seek Ye First” 
 

1.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you --  Allelu, alleluia! 
 

2.  Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you -- Allelu, alleluia! 
 

3.  We do not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelua, Alleluia! 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Stewardship Time  
We know that God is steadfast and faithful, a God of abundance, especially when we do not know 

what the future holds.  God is at work in our congregation to bring a word of Good News and hope.  

You are invited to participate in God’s work as you are able by sharing in this time of offering.  

Take this time to reflect on how you have been called to be a good steward through giving, serving 

and loving.  How can you give at this time to those in need?  How can you serve by helping others 

or reaching out in your own home?  How can you show God’s love?  We recognize that this may 

be an economically difficult time and we appreciate your generosity as we give as we are able.  If 

you would like to give to the ministry of Faith Lutheran Church, you may do so on our website 

(www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com) or mail your offering to Faith Lutheran Church, 1385 West 

Walnut St., Jacksonville, IL, 62650. 
 

“Psalm 23, I Will Trust,” by Stuart Townend 

sung by Laura Roth, Kris Roth, & Maria Snodgrass 
 

 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Sending Song – “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”   (LBW 294) 
 

1 My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain:  On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in ev'ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 

 

 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 

when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 

clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

 

Dismissal 

P:  Go in peace, serve the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 
Song Credits 

“Forever,” by Chris Tomlin, from Spirit and Song 2, © 2005, OCP Publications.  Used by permission. 
Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“You Are My All In All,” by Dennis Jernigan, © 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music. 

“Seek Ye First,” by Karen Lafferty, Maranatha! Music, © 1972.  CCLI#973583 

 

about:blank

