
 

 

That brings me to Holy Week… To Go!  This Sunday 
is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week.  Be 
on the lookout for a special bag to be delivered to your 
door on Saturday.  Our Holy Week To Go bags will 
include bulletins, Taking Faith Home inserts, and an 
item for each of our upcoming services: 

 A palm to wave on Palm Sunday… take a picture or 
video and post it to our Facebook page or share 
with friends. 

 A piece of cloth for Maundy Thursday… we reflect 
on Jesus’ mandate to love one another as God has 
loved us and remember the power of washing not 

just our hands, but feet as well.   

 A nail for Good Friday… as we 
shelter out of love for one another, we 
see God’s greatest expression of love on 
a cross.   

 A card for Easter Sunday… we will 
sing and celebrate that our Redeemer 
lives, to silence our fears, to wipe away 
tears, to calm our troubled hearts, and 
blessings to impart! 

NOTE:  These bags are each 
individually packaged and delivered by a 
small team of volunteers who have been 
maintaining strict sheltering and 

handwashing guidelines. 

So this Holy Week, utilize these resources, join us for 
worship, and continue to reach out to one another.  It 
is my hope and trust that God’s hand will be at work in 
the midst of this chaos to weave us together and 
strengthen us to continue to be God’s church, together, 
for the sake of the world.   

Sheltering Blessings,  
Pastor Adam 

Thank you.  I cannot say it enough.  THANK YOU!!!  
Thank you for being the church through what is 
certainly the most unusual, unsettling, unpredictable, 
and frightening time of many of our lives.  We have 
been mandated to shelter in place to slow the spread 
of the Covid-19 virus, but the church does not stand 
still!  Again and again, as I reach out to connect with 
members of our congregation and community, I hear 
that you are there too, calling, sending cards, running 
errands, and being the Body of Christ.  
This is a time for the church to be seen 
and heard as we live boldly into the 
grace of God and our great commission 
to share it with others.  Thank you for 
your partnership in this ministry! 

Our ministry has made some significant 
shifts through it all.  Most notably is 
our worship experience.  Through the 
rest of April, we will not open our 
doors for public worship on Sunday 
mornings, but instead offer an engaging 
and quality worship service online.  If 
you are on Facebook, each service 
premiers at a set time on our Facebook 
page to create community.  Post a comment letting us 
know you are here, pass the peace, or share a prayer 
request, celebrating that we are gathered as the 
church, the Body of Christ.  If you are not on 
Facebook but have internet access, head to our 
website and find the worship services posted on our 
“online worship” page or subscribe to our YouTube 
channel.  If you do not have the ability to view these 
services, let us know, and we will provide whatever 
resources we can to keep you fed and connected.   
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Even while social distancing… 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES! 
Worship 

It’s not the same as gathering in our building, but it’s 

still gathering for church, as the church, to be the 

church!  Join us online via Facebook and YouTube:

Palm Sunday - 9:30am 

Maundy Thursday - 7:00pm 

Good Friday - 7:00pm 

Easter Sunday - 9:30am 
 

Worship will premier on Facebook at the scheduled 

time.  If you are not a member of Facebook, services 

are posted on the “Online Worship” page of our web-

site and can be viewed anytime, anywhere, by anyone.   

Daily Inspiration 
 

Join us on Facebook for daily inspiration from your 

Faith Family: 
 

Sundays - Worship at 9:30am 

Mondays - Worship highlights from Pastor Adam 

Tuesdays - Family encouragement from Renee 

Wednesdays - Faith Family News from Pastor Adam 

Thursdays - Very Important People from Karen Dean 

Fridays - Encouragement for Life’s Journey  

from Carol VanderKloot 
 

Share these posts with your friends to share the love! 

Food Center Menu for April 
 

Because of the Covid-19 lockdowns, the Food Center 

will be very busy as a result of school closings and loss 

of wages from various businesses shutting down.  The 

resultant lack of school lunches, and cash for food, will 

send many more to the Food Center for help.  Please 

consider this as you share your blessings with others 

who are less fortunate.  Right now dollars are most 

needed to replenish what is needed most.  

Faith’s February food donation was:  

$12.50 in food  -  $170.00 in cash 

Mission of  the Month:  

Spread Kindness 
 

Faith’s Outreach Mission of the Month is to Spread 

Kindness.  At a time when we are physically isolated 

from one another, make a difference in someone’s life 

and reach out with love and kindness.  Make a phone 

call or send a note to connect and remind someone 

that they are loved.  Put a sign in your window or fill it 

with hearts to share support for those passing by.  We 

all need these little reminders...so let it flow! 

Continue to Give 
 

Times are hard and income may be scarce.  As a result, 

many organizations are operating with fewer resources.  

Your church is one of them.  If you are able, please 

continue to give to support Faith and other vital 

organizations that continue to provide essential 

ministry and services to others.   

You can give any of three ways to Faith: 

1) Mail a check to the church. 

2) Make a recurring gift through our bank (contact 

the church office for an application). 

3) Make a donation online on our secure website. 

Let’s ZOOM! 
 

Many are just learning about ZOOM, a video 

conferencing service where participants can see and 

hear one another.  We have been using it in all sorts of 

ways - prayer groups, Bible studies, milk and cookie 

gatherings, meetings, and more.  Would you like to 

start a ZOOM ministry?  A membership is free, and 

the sky is the limit to what we can do together.   

 

Join the ZOOM community at www.zoom.us  

Email Pastor Adam if you would like a tutorial on   

how to set it up and use this service. 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 

Easter Joy 

Three  weeks ago I worried about getting everything 

“done” before we left for a long-planned trip to 

Colorado and Oregon.  I was working on a Symphony 

benefit, and time was of the essence because of our 

planned vacation.  I needed to complete homework for 

my New Testament class.  A report for a club was due, 

and I needed to find  a day to record some organ pieces 

for my home church.  There were notes to be sent and 

visits to be made.  We needed to stop the mail and 

newspapers, pay the bills, check out CDs at the library, 

and more.  All the little jobs were finally completed, and 

we drove off to Colorado.   

After a couple of days there we both got sick –  

nothing serious, but we knew that flying to Oregon 

would be a bad idea, both for us and the folks we 

planned to visit.  We were fortunate in that we could 

stay in Colorado for a couple more days of recovery 

before driving home.  

The thing is, none of the activities that I was 

stressing about were that important.  Now with the 

coronavirus pandemic, most of the activities scheduled 

in the next month or two have been cancelled or 

postponed.  Sometimes I think that God must smile 

down on us as our “important” activities get sidelined – 

and life goes on.   

Soon we will be celebrating the Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  At this point it is likely that we will 

be sharing our celebration online, rather than in the 

sanctuary.  We may feel disappointed to miss the 

grandeur and joy of an Easter service, but that’s not the 

most important thing.  Whether we worship together in 

person or online, the joy and promise of the 

Resurrection remain the same.  Let’s all look forward to 

Easter joy.  

Stewardship:  I See God ... 

     Our theme for our spring stewardship campaign for 

time and talent is “I see God …”  Our scripture 

concerns Luke 24:30-31, “When he was at table with 

them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and 

gave it to them.  And their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him ...” 

     On the walk to Emmaus, Jesus interpreted the 

scripture and yet their eyes were not opened.  With the 

blessing and breaking of bread, Jesus served his 

disciples, and their eyes were opened.  In His service 

He is revealed.  In our service He is revealed.  In our 

service to others, we see God. 

     We are blessed with a number of opportunities to 

serve at Faith.  This includes, but is not limited to, 

teaching, as greeters and hosts, communion assistants 

in church and in homes, maintaining the building and 

grounds, as well as, those who praise God with song 

and music.  Through our outreach ministry we serve 

others when we help with Doorbell Dinners, 

contribute to the Food Center or New Directions, or 

assist with the Storybook Project.     

     This will be the third year we utilize the gift guide 

questionnaire to specifically meet with people of Faith 

about their spiritual gifts.  On the week of April 26th, 

you will receive one of three letters in the mail: one 

inviting you to have a conversation with one of our gift 

guides to discuss ministry opportunities, one that 

outlines the areas you serve and asks if you would like 

to continue, or one that invites you to sign up for ways 

to serve.  Each envelope will include a brochure of the 

different ministry opportunities available at Faith.   

Please indicate which ministry best fits your spiritual 

gifts, and return these on May10th for our dedication 

Sunday. 

Celebrating Our Saints 

A built-in display cabinet at the bottom of the ramp to 

the Great Room holds pictures of those who have 

recently died or have been baptized - our “saints.”  In 

March, we shared in grief for the deaths of Mildred 

Strawn, Rand Burnette (husband of Pat), and Ruth 

Bose.  Together, we give thanks for these saints, visible 

and invisible members of the great cloud of witnesses. 



 

 

     

Gilbert Wellenreiter was born in 1950 in 
Jacksonville, IL, to Henry and Thelma 
Wellenreiter.  He grew up on Wolcott St.  
A group of neighborhood kids would get 
together and play backyard baseball and 
football.  One of the ladies on the street 
called them “The Wolcott Gang.”  “It 
was a simple neighborhood.”   
     When Gilbert was in Jr. High, an aunt 
lived with them.  “She taught me the 
Apostle’s Creed.”  His grandparents lived 
with them for a short time.  “It seems 
like my parents were always bringing 
people into the home.  It wasn’t a big 
home, but it was always an open home.” 
     Henry and Thelma were charter 
members of Faith.  His older siblings, 
Kenneth and Clara, were in the first 
confirmation class. “I vaguely remember 
going to church in the basement of the 
old parsonage.” 
     Gilbert also remembers when Faith 
moved to the current site.  “Back then it 
was a full house.  Every space in church 
was used for Sunday School.  Adults met 
in the kitchen, and the High School class 
met in the furnace room.  Sometimes we 
came to Sunday School to find water in 
the basement, so we’d pack everything 
up and bring it upstairs.  During youth 
group events, we rode our bikes all 
around town and went from house to 
house having refreshments and visiting 
with the people.” 
     From high school through college 
Gilbert taught the grade school class.  “I 
couldn’t play piano, but I played clarinet.  
I would accompany the kids on my 
clarinet.”  One of the favorite songs was 
This is My Father’s World.”  
     Gilbert credits many members of 
Faith for influencing his life. “Davalie 
Fisher was one of my Sunday School 
teachers.  Lillian Kircher was our Jr. 
High Sunday school teacher.  She had 
hearing problems, and for her to put up 
with a bunch of Jr. High kids was 
admirable!  Every Sunday, we would 
open our Bibles and read Psalm 100.  
That Psalm has become the credo of my 
life.  I was baptized, confirmed, and 
married in this church.  I’ll probably be 

buried here.  It’s been a crucial part of 
my life” 
     The summer after graduation from 
high school, Gilbert got a job at the 
Sangamon County Fair.  “I was picked to 
work at a center joint.  My job was to 
help set up the joint then maintain it.”  I 
had such a good time that I became a 
“carney” for the rest of the summer.”    
   When summer was over, Gilbert 
headed to college.  He attended Belleville 
Jr. College and Lincoln Land Community 
College.  He was in the first graduating 
class of LLCC.  He was a charter student 
at Sangamon State University, now UIS, 
where he earned his degree in 1972.    

     While hitting the books, Gilbert 
worked for a contractor.  He got a 
sparkle in his eyes and said, “that’s where 
I met my wife, Sharon.  I married the 
boss’s daughter!”  They married in 1971 
and were married for 37 years   
     In 1972, Gilbert enlisted in the Air 
Force and was stationed in Duluth, 
Minnesota.  “We found our oldest son 
there.”  In 1974, Gilbert transferred to 
Edmonds Air Force Base in Florida.  
The pastor invited him to visit the 
seminary. “I was married, had a child, 
and thought it was out of my reach.”  He 
visited the Southern Seminary, enrolled, 
and graduated in 1980.  “It was like a 
second home.  We found our second 
son, Nathan, there.”  Gilbert’s first 
church was St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
Lake City, Florida.  That’s where we 
found our third child, our daughter.”  He 
then served at Zion Lutheran church, 
Groveland, FL.  “We were in Florida for 
almost 12 years.”   

     Then, they felt the tug of home.  
Gilbert took a call at St. John’s in Bluffs, 
IL, then served Christ Lutheran in 
Nauvoo.  “A guy in Bluffs called my 
service a circus, that I had sideshows.  I 
was offended and didn’t feel like I could 
visit him.  I finally got the courage to 
visit him and was with him the day he 
died.  You never know how you’re going 
to affect someone’s life or how you will 
affect theirs.”   
    Although Gilbert resigned the ministry 
in 1996 to work for the State of Illinois 
as a Human Resource Specialist, he 
served as interim pastor at St. John’s and 
Trinity Church in Meredosia.  “The 
biggest joy of being at Trinity is that my 
organist is still alive, Corrine Orchard.” 
     “My hobbies are really unique for a 
man.  When I was in high school, my 
sister became pregnant, and my mom 
bought a new sewing machine.  She told 
me I could make some clothes for the 
new baby.  I’ve been sewing ever since.  
A lady in one of my churches asked me 
to make a special dress for her.  She 
modeled it for everyone.  I also crochet.  
The most special project was one I made 
for my wife, Sharon, while she was in 
intensive care.  I was able to give it to her 
before she died”.  Gilbert still sews and 
has even tried quilting.   
    Gilbert is a Master Gardener.  “I love 
to garden.  I never liked my mom and 
dad’s vegetable garden.  I planted flowers 
in a big empty lot next to the yard.  
Then, I began raising hybrid tea roses.  
They were a passion of mine.”  When he 
and Sharon got married, the roses in her 
bouquet came from Gilbert’s rose 
garden.  “My gardening techniques also 
come from people in the church who 
have given me advice along the way.” 
    “My puppy dogs consume an awful lot 
of my time.  I was walking with them in 
the field last fall, and I got in their way 
and they knocked me over.  I ended up 
in the nursing home with a broken ankle.  
(When Gilbert was recovering in the 
nursing home, he crocheted hats for 
everyone.) 
    “I have been blessed by three 
wonderful children and 10 grandchildren.  
When Sharon and I got married, we 
often talked about having a houseful of 
kids.  Now there are 13 kids.  That’s a 
houseful”.   
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