
 

 

collecting dust in the attic.  Those trips 
gave me new eyes… eyes to behold the 
beauty of God’s creation on the grand 
scale of new continents to the 
microscopic scale of genetic diversity, 
eyes to encounter and receive hospitality 
from different cultures and see my own 
culture differently, eyes to explore my 

own passions and, meet 
new people, and discover 
myself in a greater  global 
community, eyes to see the 
role of faith in my life as 
more  than  Sunday 
morning faith. 

This Lent, our collective 
prayer will be that God 
would give us new eyes.  

Through our time in worship, through 
service in and to our community, 
through fellowship and conversation 
with Faith family and friends, through 
devotions in the home or with others in 
our FEAST groups, there is more that 
happens than seeing new landscapes.   
We are given new eyes.  Eyes to see the 
brokenness in the world around us, in 
ourselves, and those who suffer because 
of it.  Eyes to see our gifts and 
opportunities to use them.  Eyes to see 
Jesus and what his life, death, and 
resurrection mean for us.   

This Lent, make an effort to stretch 
yourself, step outside of your comfort 
zone, take a voyage of discovery in your 
faith, not to see new landscapes, but to 
receive new eyes! 

I have been 
blessed with lots 
of opportunities 
to travel.  My 

parents valued seeing new places so 
took me on summer trips around the 
country.  My Aunt lives in Colorado, 
and we would visit the mountains 
frequently.  My love for 
the outdoors sent me 
b a ck pa ck i ng  w i t h 
friends to National 
P a r k s .  W h e n 
volunteering at the 
Missouri Botanical 
Gardens in St. Louis and 
my supervisor invited 
me on a two-week 
research trip on the 
Amazon River, my parents helped me 
pack my bags.  They helped me fulfill 
my childhood dream of visiting 
Australia as I spent a semester of my 
junior year in college studying 
everything from rainforests to reefs in 
Queensland.  A seminary class took me 
to Geneva, Switzerland for two weeks, 
and it was there that I first heard a 
quote from Marcel Proust: 

“The real voyage of discovery 
consists not in seeing new 

landscapes, but in receiving  
new eyes.” 

How true!  I am so grateful for those 
experiences.  I saw so many beautiful 
things, but those trips are about so 
much more than the photo albums 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
 

Prayer has Power 
 

Dutch Catholic priest Henri J. M. Nouwen served as a 

military chaplain, social activist, professor of 

psychology at Notre Dame, and professor of divinity at 

Harvard and Yale.  Along the way, he also wrote 39 

books on spirituality.  During the last ten years of his 

life he was the pastor for Daybreak, a Canadian center 

for mentally and physically handicapped disabled 

persons.  Living there, he also became a physical aide to 

one of the residents.  The following paragraph is from 

his book Here and Now: Living in the Spirit.* 
 

“We often wonder what we can do for others, 

especially for those in great need.  It is not a sign of 

powerlessness when we say: ‘We must pray for one 

another.’  To pray for one another is, first of all, to 

acknowledge, in the presence of God, that we belong to 

each other as children of the same God.  Without this 

acknowledgement of human solidarity, what we do for 

one another does not flow from who we truly are.  We 

are brothers and sisters, not competitors or rivals.  We 

are children of one God, not partisans of different 

gods.  To pray, that is, to listen to the voice of the One 

who calls us the ‘beloved,’ is to learn that God’s voice 

excludes no one.  Where I dwell, God dwells with me, 

and where God dwells with me, I find all my sisters and 

brothers.” 
 

During this season of Lent, remind us that Your voice, 

O Lord, is for everyone.  Hear our prayers for one 

another… and for all.  Amen 
 

*copyright 1994, Crossroad Publishing.    

Our Sunday morning readings and reflections will parallel our 
midweek theme of vision through Lent.  From the Garden of 
Eden in Genesis when eyes were opened, to the psalmist lifting 
up eyes to the hills in search of help, a woman at a well who 
sees the messiah and invites others to come and see, a man 
born blind who sees more clearly than the religious elites, and a 
man raised from the dead, we are given new eyes to see the 
glory of God. 

“Blessings” was the theme at worship on February 2.  
Pastor Linda Strader, a past member of our 
congregation who served us in many capacities as a 
volunteer and staff member, is ordained and serving 
the Three Saints Parish, a group of three churches in 
Lacon, Chillicothe, and Wyoming, IL.  She came to 

preach and 
preside as we 
celebrated the 
blessings that 
women have 
contributed to 
o r d a i n e d 
ministry in the 
ELCA for the 
past 50 years.  
She preached 
about Jesus’ 

Beatitudes, reminding us that God’s favor and blessing 
are for all, from the children in the children’s sermon 
who were reminded of their baptismal blessings, to the 
list of the broken and struggling that Jesus gives in the 
Gospel of Matthew, to each of us. 

We also celebrated this blessing of women in the 
church as we recognized Elaine Chapman and Doris 
Robinson, members who have begun SAM (Synodically 
Authorized Ministry) training to share their gifts within 
our Seeds of Hope Cooperative.  For more 
information, read the Seeds of Hope update on page 6. 

This celebration was part of a 50-40-10 anniversary in 
the ELCA as we as a church body celebrate 50 years of 
the ordination of women, 40 years of the ordination of 
women of color, and 10 years of gay and lesbian 
individuals being able to serve freely.  For more info, 
visit www.elca.org/50yearsofordainedwomen 

“Give Me Eyes to See” – a sermon series for Lent 

ELCA Anniversary Celebrations with Pastor Linda Strader 
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Sunday Schedule 

8:15 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 

Exploring Faith Practices 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

Blood Pressure Screening March 15 

Newsletter Deadline March 15 

Lenten Series: “Eyes on Jesus” 
 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) 
 

They say hindsight is 20/20, right?  This Lent, we will 
look back on Jesus through various characters in the 
gospels.  So often their eyes were clouded and confused, 
and they were unable to see him for who he truly was.  
Others, by faith, recognized him as the messiah, God 
with us.  This year, “Eyes on Jesus” will examine how the 
various people around Jesus viewed him – and how we 
should view him.  We will “fix our eyes” on Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 26, by looking at the “Misjudging 
Eyes” of the disciples, unable to see a woman’s anointing 
with costly perfume as a gift and anointing of Jesus to 
prepare him for his saving death.  In the weeks to follow, 
we will reflect on the “Betraying Eyes” of Judas, the 
“Sleepy Eyes” of Peter, James, and John, the “Denying 
Eyes” of Peter, the “Murderous Eyes” of the chief priests and scribes, the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, and more.  
Join us so that you can rightly see God’s saving life-giving grace that is at work in us and all creation through 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  

Combined Service and 

Fundraiser Meal 
Sunday, March 29, is a fifth Sunday, and we will 
gather as a Faith Family to worship at 9:30am.  Stay 
for a fundraiser meal afterwards to support HUGS 
(Hearts United in God’s Service), a not-for-profit 
organization started by Melissa Street to support 
Pillars of Africa Children Ministries in Uganda.  All 
donations at the meal will be matched by a doTerra 
Healing Hands Foundation grant.   

February 26, 7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday 

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1 

6:00 pm  Potluck Supper 

7:00 pm  Lenten Worship 

Lenten Suppers  

Before each midweek service, all are invited to come to 

the table for a potluck soup supper at 6:00 pm.  If you 

can bring something to add to the table, please do.  If 

you are busy and cannot prepare a dish, there will still be 

food and a place for you! 

Beautify our chancel  
and yard on Easter 

 

This Easter, instead of adorning our chancel with Easter 

Lilies, we will fill it with flowering plants, shrubs, and trees 

that will then be planted in our church yard.  A list of these 

plants and suggested amounts for donation will be posted 

sometime in March if any would like to purchase one for our 

Easter celebration and landscaping. 
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Meet Our Members 

Doris Robinson 

Interview by Patty Nelson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Doris Robinson describes her child-
hood on the south side of Chicago as 
‘uneventful and contented.’  “I can re-
member as a young child always wanting 
to clean the house and work in the yard.  I 
don’t know where that came from, be-
cause that was not what the rest of my 
family was doing.  I’ve always had an inter-
est in making things look pretty around 
me.”  Doris was raised with 1 brother and 
two cousins whose mother died in child-
birth.  She lived in a neighborhood that 
was integrated, with friends from different 
religions and ethnic groups.  She loved to 
read, especially true things, so she read a 
lot of biographies.  There were no bio-
graphies of black people in the library, so 
she read biographies about athletes.  Re-
cently, her brother was diagnosed with 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, and she was able to 
understand the disease because she had 
read Lou Gehrig’s biography at age 11.   
     Doris always had a goal to be an educa-
tor.  “From the time I was young, that was 
the only career goal I had.”  As she got 
older, she considered being an attorney, 
but it was too much reading.  She laughed.  
“I loved reading, but they take all the fun 
out of these juicy stories because you have 
to find out what the facts are.” 
     During her last semester of high 
school, Doris and Eric were married.  
They went to night school and summer 
school in order to graduate.  Doris then 
enrolled in Chicago State University and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in education.  
When she attended Chicago State, 20% of 
students were black.  Now 100% of the 
students are black.  Most Chicago Public 
School teachers got their education there.   
     Doris came into the education system 
the year faculties were integrated.  Teach-
ers who lived on the south side of the city 
were sent to the north side and vice-versa.  
“Initially, when I started teaching, I didn’t 
drive, so I would be on two or three buses 
and a train.  It was horrendous.  It didn’t 
take me long to get a car!”  Doris and 9 
other teachers were assigned to a predomi-

nately Jewish School with a faculty of 100.  
They were the first African American 
teachers in the school.  “The good thing 
was,” Doris smiled, “ten of us were sent 
there.  The ten of us bonded and became 
like a little gang.  It was a very interesting 
experience, in a good way.”  All of her 
students were Hispanic.  The neighbor-
hood originally Jewish, transitioned to a 
Latin American community.  
     Never in her life did Doris imagine that 
she would live in Jacksonville.  She was a 
consultant for the Illinois State Board of 
Education and had been encouraged to 
apply for several positions in the area.  She 

eventually took a position in the teacher 
preparation program at Illinois College, 
and commuted for 2-1/2 years.  Doris 
resigned to be closer to her mother.  Be-
fore she and Eric left Jacksonville for the 
trip back to Chicago, Doris saw a sign for 
an open house and said, “Let’s just go 
look at the house.”  They both fell in love, 
and on the spur of the moment, bought 
the house.  Doris thought Jacksonville 
would be a nice place for her family and 
mother to live.  Her daughter and two 
sons did move to Jacksonville, but her 
daughter could not get a job teaching in 
the school district, so she moved to Wis-
consin.  So Eric and Doris were left in 
Jacksonville alone. 
     Doris taught at all three colleges in 
Jacksonville.  She shared that many stu-
dents have not had teachers who were not 
white, so expectations were unrealistic.  At 
Lincoln Land, an African American stu-
dent told Doris that she was scared to be 
in Doris’ class because she had never had 

an African American teacher and had 
heard things about African American 
teachers.  College-age students have be-
come her favorite age because they are 
able to express their ideas and react on a 
cognitive level to what is going on around 
them.  “It’s fun to watch them grow in 
understanding.” 
     The highlight of Doris’ professional life 
has been her work in professional devel-
opment.  She began her career as a prima-
ry teacher and eventually taught every 
grade level up to second semester of high 
school.  She then went into professional 
development and traveled around the 
country providing professional develop-
ment for teachers. 
     Doris now works with the NAACP to 
mediate for people who feel that they are 
treated unfairly in their community.  They 
try to promote unity and ways for people 
to interact positively.  “I have a strong 
compassion for people who are disadvan-
taged or suffering in ways that are caused 
by our actions.” 
     Doris and Eric have two children, four 
grandchildren, and two great grandchil-
dren.  The families  are spread throughout 
the country in Wisconsin, Indiana, Florida, 
and Chicago.   
     “Travel has been our hobby for a long 
time.”  When Doris was growing up, her 
mother took their family places and in-
stilled in Doris a love of travel and doing 
things as a family.  One memory has be-
come a family favorite:  the first time at 
Yellowstone, Doris and the children at-
tended an evening Park ranger program.  
They were instructed to carry a bell and 
ring it in case a bear came at them.  When 
they told Eric about the program, he 
thought we were the craziest, dumbest 
people to be walking around with a bell 
for a bear.  They laughed about it for 
years.  “We were from Chicago, what did 
we know about bears?  We were con-
vinced the park ranger knew what he was 
talking about!”    
     Doris’ daughter brought her to Faith.  
Doris had become disillusioned with 
church, but her daughter wanted to take 
her son to church and kept asking her, 
“Are you going to church, are you going 
to church?’  Finally, Doris gave in and 
came to church.  She laughed, “I came to 
church, and my daughter left.”   
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Girls Night Out 
All women of Faith are invited to  
Leo’s Pizza on the 2nd Monday 

of the month (March 9)  
at 6:00pm for pizza & fellowship.   

Faith, Food, and 
Friends  

Looking for a way to keep in 
touch with some Faith friends 
during your busy week?  Come 
share lunch with friends on 
Friday, March 20 at 11:30.   
We will meet between 11:30-
1:30 at Burger Board at 2005 
W. Morton Ave. in Jacksonville. 
 

Please let Renee Leifheit know 
if you plan to attend and if you 
would like a ride. 

 

dr.leifheit@mchsi.com  
or 243-9173 

F.E.A.S.T. Groups 
Fellowship, Education, And 

Spirit Together 

Discipleship Group 
Join us on Tuesday mornings  

at 8:30am at McDonald’s  
for Bible study, breakfast, and 

bonding.  The group utilizes the 
ELCA Daily Discipleship Bible 
Study based on the upcoming 

weekly Gospel lesson. 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Join us Wednesday mornings at 

7:00am at Faith to share praises to 
God, give thanks for answered 

prayer, and pray together.   

Monday Movie   
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, March 9 at 11:00 to share lunch and a 
movie!  Bring a friend and a dish to share, and we will watch A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood, a film about the life of everyday hero, Fred Rogers, who worked to 
show his TV audience that we can all turn our pain into purpose and learn to love as 
we are loved . 

Please contact Renee Leifheit  
if you plan to attend:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173 

First Communion Preparation 

Through February, Rigby Dichsen, Beckham and 
Kellon Oldenettel, and Mason Krohe and their 
families have participated in First Communion 
instruction.  They have learned about the history of 
Passover and the Lord’s Supper, the meaning of the 
meal, and what it means to live in the forgiven and 
forgiving lifestyle of God’s grace.  Stay tuned for 
when we announce the Sunday we will gather at the 
altar with them to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion for the first time.  

Boy Scout Religion Award 

For the last three months, five Boy Scouts have been 
meeting at Faith with Pastor Adam to earn their “God 
and Life” award.  They have committed to regular Bible 
reading, have studied the lives of Paul and other Biblical 
characters who were called by God, and reflected on their 
understanding of God’s call in their lives.  Four other 
scouts joined them as they earned merit badges in “Family 
Life” and “Personal Management.”  Steven Doss and Ben 
Boehlke participated in the classes and will receive their 
awards during a worship service in March. 

Trivia Night Make-up 

Twice our Matthew Trivia Night was 

cancelled due to snow.  We will make it 

up during our Lenten Soup Supper on 

March 4 at 6:00pm.   

about:blank
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A Faith-filled Walk to 

Emmaus 

Through the remainder of the winter, we are 

offering another opportunity to read and 

reflect together.  The book is “I Can Do No 

Other: The Church’s New Here We Stand 

Movement” by Anne Madsen.  Madsen looks 

at today’s modern context and asks, “Where 

will the church stand in a day that is marked 

by globalization, polarization, racism, bigotry, 

and debates about justice for humanity and 

for the earth itself?”  She calls people of faith 

to a new reformation, firmly rooted in God’s 

justification by grace which empowers us to 

stand for justice in the world.  The discussion 

is led by Doris Robinson with a tentative 

schedule for meeting on Sunday mornings 

at 9:30am in the Justice Room.  If you 

would like to know more, contact Doris or 

Pastor Adam for more information.   

Sunday Meals for New Directions 

Faith provides a meal to those in need on the second Sunday 

each month.  Our meals are currently planned for about 8-

10 people.  Faith’s monthly meal has typically consisted of 

sloppy joes, buns, a salad, a potato dish, and a dessert.  

Faith’s next date for a meal at New Directions is Sunday, 

March 8. A sign-up sheet for future months is available in 

the Mission and Ministries Center.   

Mission of  the Month:  
Unexpected Kindness 

Food Center Menu for March 
 

canned soups, canned pasta & meat,  
breakfast cereal 

 

Faith’s January  
food donation was:  

 

$147.50 in food 
$800.00 in cash 

Faith’s Outreach Mission of the Month is to reach out in love - not with 
Things or with Funds, but with Time, Thoughts, and Words.  Take some 
time to reach out to someone in the Faith directory with an email, text, or 
card…  Not for any specific reason, but just because you care.   Maybe that 
one contact will entice you to reach out more.  Continue to reach out in love 
and experience the  power of unexpected kindness!   
 

Thanks to all those who contributed to last month’s focus on the Salvation Army! 

Shared mission 

has brought 

together six Lutheran churches across the countryside 

from here to Beardstown.  These churches are currently 

served by one called pastor, two interims, and two 

SAMs (Synodically Authorized Ministers).  A vision for 

this co-op is to train lay leaders from within our congre-

gations to become SAMs to assist with pastoral care and 

worship leadership in the future.  We currently have 

three students in the program: Elaine Chapman (Faith, 

Jacksonville), Doris Robinson (Faith, Jacksonville), and 

Nicholas Skinner (First, Beardstown).  Together we are 

exploring new ways to provide sustainable ministry in 

our congregations and a strengthened witness to Jesus 

Christ.  We are planning a joint worship on Pentecost, 

May 31.  Please mark your calendars and join us! 

Seeds of  Hope Update   
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“Too Good Not to Share!” 
Evangelism Workshop 

Evangelism is all about good news!  It’s not about 
having an amazing testimony to give or knocking on 
strangers’ doors, but simply being the 
good news of Jesus Christ for your 
neighbor and community.  The 
people of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Springfield invite you to join them 
for conversation and learning about 
how your life makes a difference for 
others – all because of Jesus.  Join us 
on Saturday, March 28, from 1:00-
4:00pm.  Sign up in the gathering 
area by the Mission and Ministry 
Center by March 22.  If you would 
like to carpool, a group will be 
leaving from the Faith Lutheran 
parking lot. 

Altar Flowers 

     The beautiful altar flowers at Faith 

come from Barber Florist every week, 

and they are paid for by members who 

sign up to give flowers in memory or 

honor of someone.   

     If you would like to sign up for 

Flowers for a particular Sunday, the 

sign-up binder is located at the east 

entrance on a podium just inside the 

door.  There are 2 spaces for each 

Sunday (one for each vase), and the cost 

is $15 per vase.  When your Sunday 

approaches, your could drop a check in 

the offering plate (made out to Faith 

Lutheran Church with memo for 

Flowers), or bring a check to the office, 

or include the flower amount in your 

offering envelope (marked $15 for 

flowers). 

     Thank you for your donations!! 

Generosity Project 
nurturing stewardship 

The Central/Southern Illinois Synod invites you to a 
lively half-day, interactive, intergenerational 

workshop called the “Generosity 
Project.”  It models a congregation’s 
potential to connect and equip all 
ages and generations as steward 
leaders in the congregation and in the 
home.  The event will take place at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Springfield on Saturday, April 18 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm  Sign up in 
the gathering area by the Mission and 
Ministry Center by April 13. If you 
would like to carpool, a group will be 
leaving from the Faith Lutheran 
parking lot.   

Two Workshops to help strengthen us for God’s mission 

Celebrating Our Saints 

A built-in display cabinet at the bottom of the ramp to the Great 

Room hold pictures of those who have recently died or have been 

baptized - our “saints.”  In February, we shared in grief for the death 

of Jim Squibb, husband of Carol.  Visitation and services will be at 

Faith on the morning of April 4.  We also celebrated the baptism of 

Millie Kay Long, daughter of Todd and Allie Long, members of Grace 

Lutheran Church in Virginia, IL.  Together, we give thanks for these 

saints, visible and invisible members of the great cloud of witnesses. 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service  
with band and ASL interpretation 
9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 
 

Lenten Worship Schedule 

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1 
6:00 p.m. Soup Potluck Supper 

7:00 pm  Holden Evening Prayer  
 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator:  Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator:  Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses: Angie Fenner & Allie Snodgrass 
Parish Secretary:  Kris Roth 

Custodian:  Diane Craig 

Madeline (daughter of Lucy and 

Keith Crossin) enjoys lighting a 

candle she received at a children’s 

sermon in February.  “We have 

been lighting it at dinner and 

discussing what it represents,” 

says Lucy.  The candles were 

given to remind us that we are 

salt and light to bring about a 

thirst in others for the Lord and 

illuminate the goodness of God  

FLOW Pancake 

Supper 

“Small Fellowship” between worship services 
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