
 

 

when I was born, and I find myself 
fussing with letters, papers, and checks.  
With a family to care for, future needs 
to consider, and a desire to give to our 
church and ministries I believe are 
making a difference, I now have a better 
appreciation for what he was doing all 
those years.  It wasn’t just about the bills 

and balances; it was 
about faith.  It was about 
a trust in God to help 
him make decisions to 
care for family and 
neighbor alike.  It was 
about faith that guided 
his generosity and 
allowed him to give 
freely.  It wasn’t about 
stewardship as a financial 
practice, but stewardship 
as a faith practice.  

This month, we will talk about 
stewardship as a faith practice.  For me, 
stewardship has been a journey.  
Priorities and needs shift with each 
passing year, yet when we put our trust 
in God to help us make decisions and 
rely on faith to guide our generosity, we 
grow.  I don’t subscribe to a prosperity 
gospel that says “the more you give, the 
more you get.”  The growth we 
experience isn’t necessarily reflected in 
our financial portfolio, but in trust and 
faith through the abundance we have 
with our Faith Family and from God.   
To me, this is stewardship as a faith 
practice. 

Stewardship as a Faith 
Practice    by Pastor Adam 

Growing up, I would often see my dad 
sit at a little desk in our spare bedroom.  
To me, he just seemed to fuss with 
letters and papers and checks.  It wasn’t 
until nine years ago that I 
realized what he was 
doing.  

After my dad died, I 
drove down from 
Carthage twice a month 
to help my mom pay 
bills.  He had been the 
sole financial manager of 
the family and had left 
detailed notes for my 
mom on what bills are 
paid when, how much 
went in the offering plate at church each 
Sunday, and what was given to other 
charities.  Those visits with my mom 
were times to grieve together, take small 
steps into a new reality of his physical 
absence, and also a time that helped me 
see that stewardship was about more 
than the church offering.  My dad saw 
good stewardship as managing what had 
been entrusted to him in a way that 
provided for his family, cared for my 
mom’s future needs when he knew the 
cancer was getting worse, and gave 
generously to the church and charities 
he knew were making a difference.  

I am now the same age that my dad was 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
 

Inclining our Ears …  
 

As I was reading through the Psalms this fall, I was 

particularly struck by the opening words of Psalm 116:  

“I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and 

my supplications.  Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.”  (Like 

many passages in the Psalms, it reminds me of an 

anthem I sang years ago.)  The Lord “inclined his ear.”  

Think about that.  
 

Perhaps you’ve bent over the bed of a loved one, 

straining to hear their last words.  I know that when I 

am with my young grandchildren, I am more patient 

and pay close attention to what they say.  I often 

“incline my ear” so as to understand their speech more 

clearly.  It is an act of active listening, of paying 

attention, of unconditional love.   
 

Sometimes I am not paying close attention; my ear is 

not inclined in the direction of another’s speech.  I’m 

self-absorbed, trying to multitask, and oblivious to what 

is going on around me.  It is easy not to pay attention.  

But God always pays attention to us because his love 

for us is perfect.  Regardless of our circumstances, 

God’s ear is inclined to hear us.  All the time.  
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer God, incline our ears to 

You.  Thank You for always hearing us, and remind us 

to incline our ear to our neighbors, friends, and family.  

Amen.  

Stewardship is a central faith practice for us, joining 
other faith practices such as Bible reading, prayer, 
service to others, and worship.  This year is an 
opportunity to educate ourselves that stewardship is not 
about fundraising, but the individual faith formation of 
each person as we gather together as a community to 
praise God and live out God’s mission for our 
community and the world. 
 

As will be seen on the Stewardship posters, faith 
practices require stretching.  We stretch ourselves to 
accomplish more.  Pray about how you can stretch your 
commitment.  Remember that giving is not about how 
much money you put in the offering plate, but about 
gratitude and deepening a relationship of trust in God. 
 

Stewardship as a faith practice requires setting a goal.  
Setting a stewardship goal keeps us focused and 
accountable, not for the sake of a church budget, but for 
the sake of your personal journey of faith.   
 

Stewardship as a faith practice requires that we commit.  
When we set a goal, we commit to following through.  
Commitment Sunday, November 24, is a chance to 
follow through on your stretching and prayer and make 
a commitment to God.  This commitment is brought to 
the altar both as a sign of our offering to God and to ask 
for help in accountability.  Your accountability will only 
be to God.  Your faith practice of prayer will mesh with 
your faith practice of stewardship. 
God’s blessings to all,   
 

The Stewardship Committee 
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Introduction to the New Testament for Everyone 
Beginning in January, Bishop John is leading an adult faith formation course for 
anyone who would like more advanced study of the New Testament.  It will 
combine scholarly thinking and methods of biblical interpretation while 
listening to God’s Word which at times challenges us, comforts us, critiques us, 
breaks us down, or builds us up.  It is for individuals interested in becoming 
Synodically Authorized Ministers or for general interest and growth.  The class 
will meet on Saturdays, January 11, 25, February 8, 22, March 14, and 28 from 
9:00am till noon.  You can participate on site at Faith or via Zoom on your 
laptop or tablet.  The cost for the course is $50.  Registration forms are due by 
December 11 and can be found at Faith or on the Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod website.   

 

Open House - November 10 

On Sunday, November 10, from noon to 2:00 p.m. we welcome the 

community to come and see our new addition and renovations.  We 

want to share what God has done here in this place and invite others 

to explore what God might do with us together.  Our doors are 

always open to all for worship, but our space is available to use for 

family gatherings, parties, meetings, retreats, and more.  We are 

blessed with a beautiful space… let’s share it! 

Jacksonville Area Conference of  

Churches Community 

Thanksgiving Music Celebration 

Join us for a wonderful celebration at Annie Merner 

Chapel on Sunday, November 17 at 3:00 p.m.  If you 

would like to sing in the community choir, join us for 

rehearsals at Annie Merner on Sundays November 3 and 

10 at 4:00 p.m.  For more information, contact  

Terri Benz at pandtbenz@mchsi.com. 
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Soup, Salad, and Dessert Luncheon 
Last month we welcomed over 300 guests to our annual luncheon, and what a difference our new space made!  
We had plenty of room to prep, serve, sell, and make our guests comfortable.  “Thank You” to all who helped in 
any way.   

 

Plenty of 

room for 

seating and 

serving in 

the Great 

Room. 

Oh what a 

difference a 

kitchen 

makes!  

Comfortable 

seating and 

craft sale 

space. 

Seventy (70) people worked, provided food, made 

crafts or bake sale items, or gave monetary 

donations, and @250 tickets were sold.  Our total 

profit is @$3,600, and funds were received from 

Thrivent Financial for the purchase of all supplies. 

A whole new area for take-outs and 

spacious corner for desserts. 
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Sunday Schedule 

8:15 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 

Exploring Faith Practices 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

Blood Pressure Screening and 

Newsletter Deadline:  November 17 

Christian Concert! 

First Christian Church (2106 S. Main St. in 

Jacksonville) is hosting a Christian concert featuring 

Citizen Way · Jason Gray · The Young Escape on 

Friday, November 8 — The Love is a Lion Tour.  

Tickets are available from First Christian Church:  

https://www.1c.church/citizenwaytickets: $15 for 

general admission, $25 for the VIP Experience, and $10 

for groups of 10 or more.   

Girls Night Out 
All women of Faith are invited to  
Leo’s Pizza on the 2nd Monday 
of the month (November 11) at 
6:00 pm for pizza and fellowship.   

Food, Faith, and 
Friends  

   Looking for a way to keep in 
touch with some Faith friends 
during your busy week?  Come 
share lunch with friends on 
Friday, November 15 at 11:30.  
We will meet between 11:30-
1:30 at Mangia, 2210 W. 
Morton, Jacksonville. 
   Please let Renee Leifheit 
know if you plan to attend and 
if you would like a ride. 
dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-
9173. 

Monday Movie   
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, November 
18 at 11:00 to share lunch and a movie!  Bring a dish to 
share, and we will watch My All American, a true story 
of a young man deemed too small to be a successful 
athlete, yet who dreams of playing college football.   
Young Freddie demonstrates dedication and 
commitment, then faces a shocking diagnosis which 
leads him to demonstrate what it truly means to have 
the heart of a champion.  Bring a friend and a dish to 
share!  See you then!  Please contact Renee Leifheit if 
you plan to attend.  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-
9173. 

F.E.A.S.T. Groups 
Fellowship, Education, And 

Spirit Together 

Discipleship Group 
Join us on Tuesday mornings at 

8:00 a.m. at McDonald’s for 
Bible study, breakfast, and 

bonding.  The group utilizes the 
ELCA Daily Discipleship Bible 
Study based on the upcoming 

weekly Gospel lesson. 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Join us Wednesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. at Faith  

to share praises to God, give thanks for  
answered prayer, and pray together.   

Go with the *FLOW 

*Faith Lutheran on Wednesdays: a fun and family-friendly 

gathering on Wednesdays 

On Wednesday, November 13 at 6:00 pm, let’s celebrate 

National Nachos Day (albeit one week late) with a Nachos Bar 

in the Great Room, followed by Bingo in honor of Bingo’s 

Birthday Month.  All are Welcome - bring a Friend!! 

https://www.1c.church/citizenwaytickets
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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Mission of  the Month:  
Winter Wear 

Throughout the month of November, Faith will be collecting “Winter 

Wear” items to be donated to those in need in our local community.  

Consider donating hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and ear wraps.  New or 

gently-used coats, boots, and snow pants will also be collected.  Please leave 

donations at the Mission table under the cross in the church gathering area. 

For information on other collections, visit our Mission and Ministries Center beside the sanctuary.   

Sunday Meals for  

New Directions 

Faith’s next date for a meal at New Directions is 

Sunday, November 10.  A sign-up sheet for future 

months is available in the Mission and Ministries Center.   

Community Involvement Opportunity! 
 

The JHS Transitional Adult Program (TAP), formerly led by 
Faith member, Diane Storey, could use your support!   

TAP students and staff are collecting the abundant plastic 
bottle caps and lids that we all accumulate and toss into our 
trash.  These plastic treasures will be collected and prepared to 
then be sent away and turned into benches that will be placed 
just outside of the TAP building on Jacksonville’s downtown 
square.   

Bring your plastic assortment to Faith and place them in the 
“Missions and Ministries Center” closet to share with this 
worthwhile project. 

Food Center Menu for November 

The Food Center would appreciate donations of real 

fruit juices in liter bottles, Mac & Cheese, & cereals;  

and we ARE collecting any kind of egg carton. 

Donations for September:  $26 in food; $175 in cash. 

Doorbell Dinners 
 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner 
delivery November 4-8.  The need for 
drivers and deliverers for the five (5) routes 
has currently been met.  However, various 
things come up and take volunteers from 
these responsibilities.  If you are available to 
serve as a back-up driver or deliverer, please 
l e t  R e n e e  L e i f h e i t  k n o w !  
dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 
 

The time commitment is typically from about 
11:15-1:00 each day. 

Financial Statements ... 

through September 2019 are available for pick 

up in the church office.  Kim Streib 

Boy Scout Class 
Pastor Adam will be leading a Boy Scout class 
on “God and Family” and two merit badges on 
“Family Life” and “Personal Management” 
beginning on November 3.  If you have a scout 
who is interested in participating, contact 
Pastor Adam for more information and a 
schedule.   

Thank You    Dear Friends in Christ,  

     Our sincere thanks and appreciation to you for inviting us 
to today’s (September 22) special dedication service and 
luncheon.  Every detail flowed; every detail showed your 
sincere desire to be God’s witnesses as you grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  In your new space, dedicated 
to God, may your ministry, your mission, grow outwardly but 
also inwardly as we (you) dedicate ourselves (yourselves) anew.  
Yes, you provided a sacred opportunity for each one present 
to rededicate ourselves to the Lord.  Thank you.  I’m so glad 
that my mother’s memorial gifts could be used towards this 
building project. 

     Peace and joy, Janet Chipman 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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Faith Formation Challenge 

If stewardship as a faith practice involves stretching, setting a goal, 
and celebrating accomplishments, so do other faith practices.  For the 
past two months we have been encouraging the use of our Taking 

Faith Home insert as a resource to encourage daily faith practices of 
prayer, devotions, scripture readings, service, and more.  We have re-
envisioned Sunday school as a faith gathering time set aside for faith 
formation for all.  Bags of resources are provided each week for our 
families with children – if your week is busy, use the gathering time 
on Sunday morning to explore the bag with your children… if Sunday 
morning is busy, take the bag home and use it through the week.  
How is it going for you?  What faith practices have made a difference 
in your week?  

Sometimes we need a little help in trying something new.  We need to stretch, set a goal, and celebrate 
accomplishments.  This month we invite you to do just this.  Select a faith practice that you would like to add to 
your routine or strengthen.  Set a goal for how frequently you will engage.  Then, each Sunday, there will be an 
opportunity for us to celebrate together.  

LOOKING AHEAD TO 
ADVENT 

 
This year we would like to take on 

a “reverse Advent” project.  No 

doubt, you are used to the various 

calendars for Advent that feature 

a little something to mark each 

day of Advent.  We count down to 

Advent with a piece of chocolate 

(yum!) or a small ornament for the 

Christmas tree (fun!).  However, a 

Reverse Advent enables us to 

count up to Christmas.  Each day 

we add to our project so that by 

Christmas we have assembled a 

wonderful gift.  While there are 

many ways to reverse our Advent, 

we have decided that this year we 

will collect non-perishable food 

items throughout the month of 

December following the calendar 

we have selected, bringing them to 

church on Christmas Eve (or the 

week following).  We are excited 

by the opportunity this project 

presents and have designed it to 

feature maximum participation 

and impact.  First, we will partner 

with our sister congregation, 

Grace Lutheran, in Virginia, 

inviting members there to join 

members at Faith to participate.  

Second, we challenge both 

congregations to set ambitious 

goals for the percentage of 

members involved.  For example, 

we hope that at least fifty 

individuals or families at Faith opt 

into the project.  Third, 

participants may choose to gather 

either the food items or collect a 

daily cash amount [for example, 

you might choose to add $1 or $2 

(or more!) to the box/jar we will 

provide].  You might even choose 

to give boxes or cash gifts in the 

name of friends or family 

members rather than giving them 

a more traditional present this 

year.  Many of us have found that 

this type of giving is very 

meaningful.  Fourth, we hope you 

might use this project as a form of 

Outreach as well.  We urge you to 

invite a friend or neighbor to 

participate.  Then invite them to 

church during the Advent season 

or Christmas Eve.  At the very 

least, bring their box or jar to 

church for them. Fifth, we 

anticipate sharing these gifts after 

Epiphany, when charitable giving 

often drops off following the 

holidays.  Winter can be such a 

hard time.  Finally, we will collect 

these gifts on Christmas Eve, 

bringing them to church on the 

night we gather to celebrate the 

greatest gift of all, the birth of 

Jesus Christ.  We hope you will be 

a part of this special Advent 

project. 



 

 

  Faith Lutheran Church 

  1385 W. Walnut  

  Jacksonville, IL  62650 

  www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com 

  email: faithlutheran62650@frontier.com 
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“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we 
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.” 
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Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
with band and ASL interpretation 

9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 
Exploring Faith Practices 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Parish Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

Thanks again 

to all who 

helped at this 

year’s 

luncheon!  It 

was a great 

opportunity to 

welcome and 

love our 

neighbors. 
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