
insufficient.  This is the case even more 
today as active lives and blended 
families bring children to church less 
frequently.  Many adults go unwatered 
because their notion of “Sunday 
School” is for kids.  And when adults 
begin their journey of faith, seldom is 
there the right class for them.   

No, the research and experience of our 
Faith Formation Team reveal that the 

best way to nurture faith is 
in the home.  It’s about 
the daily watering through 
faith practices such as 
Bible reading, prayer, 
devotions, service, caring 
conversations, and rituals.  
It’s done with children at 
the kitchen table and 
before bedtime.  It’s done 
by adults with family and 
friends.  It’s done as a 
church in worship, small 
g r o u p s ,  c o m m i t t e e 

meetings, and prayer chains.  

Your Faith Formation team is taking 
new steps — bold steps —  in nurturing 
faith.  They are shifting from a 
traditional Sunday School model that 
benefits a few to focus on equipping, 
empowering, and encouraging everyone 
in our Faith Family to create a forest of 
oak trees, a forest of faith.  This does 
bring change, but I ask that you join us 
in the venture.  Turn to the Youth and 
Family page of our newsletter to find 
out more.   

Faith Formation 
by Pastor Adam

An old adage states that you if you want 
a mighty oak tree, you must start with 
an acorn.  The idea is that you can’t 
plant a mighty tree, but instead carefully 
plant the seed, watering and feeding it 
regularly, helping it to send its roots 
deep.  You splint it at first, prune it to 
help it grow straight, then 
set it free to grow on its 
own.  The same is true with 
faith formation.  A mighty 
faith cannot be planted into 
our lives, but starts with a 
seed, watered and fed, 
splinted and pruned, setting 
its roots deep.  Over time it 
grows tall and strong. 

This summer our Parish 
Education Committee went 
through an identity crisis.  
What was their purpose?  
Was it to plant mighty trees of faith or 
assist in the nurturing of acorns?  They 
discovered they are about more than 
education – they are about faith 

formation.  And not just for children, 
but the formation of faith for all ages.  
Thus they have now become our Faith 
Formation Team. 

Numerous articles they read pointed to 
a singular reality.  If you want to help an 
acorn become an oak tree, traditional 
Sunday School doesn’t cut it.  A once-a-
week dose of biblical education is 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
Spirit Sighting and Singing

Earlier this summer, Pastor Adam spoke about 
“Spirit Sightings” and asked us to think about times that 
we have felt the presence of the Holy Spirit.    

When Dennis and I visited Germany last month, we 
had the privilege of walking around all day in 
Wittenberg, the “birthplace of the Reformation.”  We 
toured the Castle Church, where Martin Luther nailed 
his 95 theses to the door, and then we walked into the 
smaller Marienkirche (Church of our Lady), where 
Luther married Katherina von Bora and where he 
preached.  (He is, in fact, buried under the pulpit!)  The 
only sounds were quiet footsteps and whispers as 
visitors remarked on the beautiful artwork and 

atmosphere of this special place.  Another woman and I 
had become acquainted, and I learned that she sang in 
her church choir.  After taking pictures in the altar area 
of the church, we started to walk down the aisle, and 
she suggested, “Let’s sing.”  So we did.  She, a Free 
Methodist from Seattle, and I, an ELCA member from 
Illinois, joined our voices and sang “A Mighty Fortress” 
as we walked down the aisle of the Marienkirche  
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. It gave me 
goosebumps!   

I can’t say that I felt a mighty wind or saw a vision, 
but I do know that I was in a holy place, in the presence 
of God, and I will always treasure that experience.  

O God, thank you for creating us, redeeming us, 
and sustaining us each day.  Remind us that we are 
always in your presence wherever we are.  Amen.  

The day is finally here!  
Thirteen months ago 
we broke ground to 
begin construction on 
an addition and 
renovations to our church building.  On September 22, we will 
gather to worship, celebrate, dedicate our building, and rededicate 
ourselves to God’s mission.  Please join us for this single service at 
9:30 a.m. and for the luncheon afterwards (RSVP at the church 
office).  And thank you all so very much for your commitment and 
support to this work.  Our Faith Family has been abundantly blessed 
by your prayers, gifts, 
and service.   

Building Dedication 
September 22, 9:30 am 

Music Rehearsals Resume    Fall is upon us, and it is time for choir rehearsals to begin!  There 

are several opportunities to lend your voices and musical gifts to serve in the music program at Faith.  The 
rehearsals happen on Thursday evenings this year, but not on the first Thursday. 
• The Exaltation Ringers is a full bell choir that rings in worship monthly and rehearses at 5:45 pm.
• The Faith Singers is a group of singers and musicians who accompany our contemporary worship services.

Rehearsals are at 6:15 pm.  We are always looking for more guitar players and other instrumentalists to join us!
• The Chancel Choir sings at our traditional worship service twice a month.  Rehearsals are at 7:00 pm.  We

sing a variety of music including choral arrangements, hymns, and gospel.
These choirs are a wonderful way to serve in worship.  If you have any questions, please let me know.  Jean Welch 
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Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon will 

be held again this year on Columbus Day (Monday, 

October 14) from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Watch the 

gathering area (around September 1) for:  Sign-up sheets – 

we couldn’t do this without you preparing food and working 

in so many ways — Thank You!; and Tickets to purchase 

for yourself or to take to sell. 

Our best advertising is YOU!  Please talk about our Soup, 

Salad, & Dessert Luncheon to family, friends, neighbors, 

co-workers, etc.  Spread the word!  If you can take some 

tickets to sell or put up some posters for us, that would be 

great!  Questions?  Contact Barb Davenport (473-9559), 

Terri Kimler (473-5787), Patty Nelson (653-3105), Kris 

Roth (243-7314), or Karen Sibert (243-4631). 

September Schedule 

Final Outdoor Service — September 1 
at 9:00 am 

 

Beginning September 8 
8:15 a.m.  Contemporary Service 

9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

Elm City Ice Cream Social 

Friday, September 20 

Just across the street, Elm City employs 

developmentally disabled adults for a variety of jobs.  

Last year we welcomed our Elm City neighbors for a 

wonderful ice cream social.  Let’s do it again on 

September 20!  Come at noon to help set up, and 

we will serve our neighbors at 1:00.  We can also 

use help greeting our guests, serving ice cream and 

toppings, and cleaning up after our party.   

Blood Pressure Screening and     

Newsletter Deadline September 15 

New Committee Night 
Starting this month, all committees will meet on the first 

Thursday of each month.  Our hope is to make it easier 

for our volunteers, encourage interaction between our 

committees, and offer time for fellowship.  The September 

schedule is as follows: 

5:30-6:30 - Faith Formation and Parish Worship 

6:30-7:00 - BYO supper for fellowship 

7:00-8:00 - Parish Administration, Parish Outreach, and 

Parish Stewardship 

There will be no music rehearsals this night. 

Faith Flowing in Baptism 

In 1 Corinthians 3:6, the Apostle Paul writes, “I 

planted the seed, Apollos watered it, and God 

gave the growth.”  We give thanks for seeds 

planted, watered, and growing in the lives of 

Benjie, Sandy, and Brock Holmes, and Megan 

Mitchell who were Baptized into Christ on 

August 10.  By the grace of God, faith flows, 

grows, and shows as each of us is given light to 

shine! 
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Meet Our Members 

Norma Detmer 
Interview by Patty Nelson 

     Norma Detmer’s life has been an 
example of someone who embraced 
life and “wasn’t afraid of too much.”  
She and her husband, Ernie, were 
married for 62 years.  They started 
dating when Norma was 14 and Ernie 
was 15.  After high school, Ernie went 
into the Navy.  They were married in 
1947.  Norma was 22, and Ernie was 
23.   
     On their honeymoon in Michigan, 
they were rear ended by a construction 
truck.  A policeman took them to their 
motel.  A “nice couple” from the 
motel took them sightseeing around 
the lake until their car was repaired.  
They had whiplash from the wreck, 
and Norma got a cold.  “Not a good 
honeymoon!” 
     As many young couples do, Norma 
and Ernie looked forward to being 
parents, but it did not seem to be in 
God’s plan for them.  Norma shared 
that one day she was feeling so sad that 
she and Ernie had not had a child.  A 
friend stopped by and said, “Norma, 
how would you and Ernie like a curly, 
blonde-haired little girl?”  The friend 
had connections with the children’s 
home in Centralia.  In September of 
1951, the beautiful, little blonde-haired 
girl, Kathy Lee, came to live with 
Norma and Ernie.  They adopted her 
and now had their own little girl.  
Kathy grew up, got married, and added 
her own children and grandchildren to 
the family. 
    Besides being a wife, mother, and 
farm bookkeeper, Norma worked at 
several businesses in Jacksonville 
including JC Penney and First National 
Bank.  She worked as claims manager 
and secretary at Grojean Insurance for 
16 years.  She retired from Grojean’s.  
“Then we started going to Texas every 
winter.” 
     Norma and Ernie were not people 
to sit around and watch the world go 

by.  They purchased one of the first 
charcoal grills in their group of friends.  
One of their friends had a boat, so a 
bunch of them would cook on the grill 
and waterski. 
     At age 45, they bought motorcycles 
and started motorcycling with friends. 
Norma learned to ride on a 100 
Honda, but her little motorcycle 
couldn’t keep up on one of the trips.  
Ernie said ‘You’re getting a new 
motorcycle.’  So, she got a bigger 
Honda.  Norma chuckled as she told 

the next story:  “We were made fun of 
for riding.  We rode all over.  We 
pulled off the highway at a look out 
near Quincy once, about 8 of us.  
There were people standing there, and 
when they saw us, they ran for their 
cars.  We took off our helmets and 
they saw how old we were and came 
back out.  We went on trips with 
friends.  We took campers and 
motorcycles to Wisconsin and rode 
through the forests.  We had such a 
good time!” 
     I asked if she and Ernie ever went 
dancing:  “We would go dancing at the 
Virginia Country Club.  We took polka 
lessons, but neither one of us liked that 
very well.  We took square dancing 
lessons in Texas, but we didn’t care for 
it much either.” 
     In 1983, Norma decided to take 
golf lessons.  She played golf until she 
was 91! 
     Once a month Norma gets together 
with a group of friends to play 
dominoes or card games like Phase 10 

and Hand and Foot.  She used to sew 
and crochet and do Hardanger 
cutwork.   
     I asked Norma about her childhood 
memories:  “When I was tiny, it was 
real cold, and we didn’t have any heat 
in the cars.  We took hot bricks and 
put them at our feet and went to the 
Christmas program.  We didn’t get a 
lot of stuff.  We had a paper bag with 
some nuts and an orange in it from the 
church.  That was like a feast to us!  I 
never received more than one gift 
from my parents.  I got roller skates, a 
bicycle, a doll, but I remember every 
gift I got.” 
     Norma and Ernie were members at 
St. Paul’s in Chapin until they moved 
to Jacksonville.  They attended Salem 
Lutheran but didn’t agree with some of 
the rules about communion.  “When I 
found out that Faith would serve 
communion to anyone who was 
baptized, we decided to go there.  I 
love the people and the energy; I 
always feel better after I’ve been there.” 

     When we started having the salad 
luncheon, I thought. ‘I won’t get in any 
trouble if I wash dishes,’ so that’s what 
I did.  I am so pleased to see the 
parents having the children help carry 
trays and clean up during the luncheon 
and be a part of the church. 
     I’m so glad to be a part of Faith 
Lutheran Church.  I appreciate the 
closeness of the congregation.  
Everyone is friendly and makes you 
feel a part of their lives.  I have a lot of 
friends there.  It is a place where I can 
get a happy feeling in a world that is 
full of hate and dissension.  Faith is 
reaching out to others outside the 
church and showing them what Jesus 
wants all his children to do. 
     I thank 
God for 
every day I 
have here.  I 
think I must 
be here for a 
reason yet. 
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Thank You 
Celeste Hill and her parents want to thank you for the 
prayers and concern you and Pastor Dichsen 
expressed for her father, John.  He is doing well and 
has begun Cardiac Rehabilitation at Passavant. 
 

Pastor Adam and members of Faith, 
    Thank you so much for everything before, during, 
and after Dad’s passing.  We are beyond blessed to be 
members of such an incredible Faith Family. 
    Sincerely, Jeff, Llaina, & Nolan Groves & Ruth Bose 
 

Thank you to Faith members for the cards, flowers, 
and visits for my mother, Corrine Orchard.  She feels 
blessed by her Faith family!  — Judy Martin 

Arenzville Burgoo - Friday, September 6 

Faith Field Trip! 

Arenzville volunteers are busy 

preparing The World's Best 

Burgoo once again this year!  If 

you'd like to make the trip to 

Arenzville for lunch on Friday, 

September 6, meet at Faith at 

11:00!  Let Renee know if you plan 

to attend and if you'd like a ride. 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (September 9) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

The group utilizes the ELCA  
Daily Discipleship Bible Study based on the 

upcoming weekly Gospel lesson. 
 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   

Food, Faith and Friends  
Looking for a way to keep in touch with 
some Faith friends during your busy week?  
Come share lunch with friends on Friday, 
September 13 at 11:30.   
 

We will meet between 11:30-1:30 at Olive 
Branch Café, 1850 S. Main, Jacksonville. 
 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you plan to 
attend and if you would like a ride. 
 

dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173 

Monday Movie   
Join Faith family and friends 
on Monday, September 23 
at 11:00 to share lunch and a 
movie!  Bring a simple dish to 
share, and we will watch God 
Bless the Broken Road, an 
inspirational story of a young 
mother who loses her 
husband to war and struggles 
to raise their young daughter.  
The film focuses on the 
importance of faith, friends, 
and family, while paying 
tribute to those who serve in 
the US military.   
Bring a friend and a dish to 
share!  See you then!  Please contact Renee Leifheit if you 

plan to attend:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

Introduction to Meditation 

At our July Vacation Bible Sessions, we introduced 

you to Centering Prayer as a method of prayer.  The 

Jacksonville Public Library is offering session on “An 

Introduction to Meditation” led by Bethany Pawelek 

on Monday, September 9 at 10:00 a.m. and Tuesday, 

September 10 at 6:30 p.m.  Another class will be 

offered with a focus on holistic health on Monday, 

September 24 at 10:00 a.m. and Tuesday, September 

24 at 6:30 p.m.  For more information, call the library 

at 217-243-5435 or e-mail Sarah Snyder at 

ssnyder@jaxpl.org. 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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Mission of  the Month: 
Storybook Project 

This month we are highlighting one of our strong ministries 
to raise awareness and support - LSSI’s “Storybook Project.”  
Volunteers have been visiting the Jacksonville Correctional 
Center every month for the past six years to shine Christ’s 
light and connect these men to their children back home.  
New men, new books, and new interests keep our volunteers 
on their toes and excited to come back month after month.  
Head to the display beneath the working cross to learn more.  
Look left as you enter the main doors and you can’t miss it!   

We have been blessed by you and other donors with an extensive library of books to use; however, we are in 
need of your help.  Our Storybook fund is running low, primarily due to the postage costs as we mail 40-70 
books to the children of offenders each month.  Money will also be used to purchase necessary supplies as 
needs arise.  Please consider supporting this ministry with a donation.  Envelopes are available at the display, or 
you could place a designated gift in the offering plate.  Checks can be made out to Faith Lutheran Church with 
“Storybook” in the memo line.  We also always welcome new volunteers.  The Department of Corrections 
Process is quite lengthy, so we are looking for patient and committed helpers who would be willing to join us.  
If you are interested in giving it a try, guest volunteers can visit up to four times per year.  Just let Sharon 
Zuiderveld or Renee Leifheit know with your date of birth and social security number.  Again, thank you for 

your commitment to this vibrant and important ministry! 

Sunday Meals for New 

Directions

Faith’s next date for a meal at New Directions is 

Sunday, September 8.  A sign-up sheet for future 

months is available in the Mission and Ministries 

Center.   

LSSI chooses Faith for 

Prisoner/Family Ministry Literacy 

Pilot Project 

You heard last month about a new pilot project with 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI).  Faith will be 

involved in forming a volunteer-based literacy mentoring 

program at the Jacksonville Correctional Center.  Offenders 

with strong reading skills will tutor those who struggle 

using workbooks filled with biblical stories.  Volunteers will 

train these tutors, meet with students, and give feedback on 

how to improve the program.  If you or others are 

interested in learning more, Mike Davis, the Associate 

Executive Director of LSSI Prisoner and Family Ministry, 

will be hosting an informational and training session on 

Saturday, September 28, from 10:00-2:00 at Faith.   

Community Involvement 
Opportunity! 

The JHS Transitional Adult Program (TAP), 
formerly led by Faith member, Diane Storey, could 
use your support!   

TAP students and staff are collecting the abundant 
plastic bottle caps and lids that we all accumulate 
and toss into our trash.  These plastic treasures will 
be collected and prepared to then be sent away and 
turned into benches that will be placed just outside 
of the TAP building on Jacksonville’s downtown 
square.   

Bring your plastic assortment to Faith and place 
them in the “Missions and Ministries Center” 
closet to share with this worthwhile project. 

Food Center Menu for September 

The greatest need right now is  

fruit juices and canned chicken; 

the Food Center cannot accept egg cartons at this time. 

Donations for July:  $8.00 in food; $245.00 in cash. 
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Taking Faith Home… your partner 

in daily faith formation! 
Have you always wondered what that yellow sheet of 

paper is in your bulletin?  A bookmark?  Paper airplane 

material?  An annoying insert that frequently falls to the 

floor?  WRONG!!!  It is a valuable resource for your daily 

faith formation.  It provides you with tools to engage in 

various faith practices... 

Faith Friends, 

This fall as we begin a new season, we will be using the time between services as a time of “Gathering in Faith”.  
This will be a new way of building our faith and faith practices.  Resources will be provided in classroom areas, 
the main foyer area, and in the basement for our members and children to use.  We are encouraging members to 
make intergenerational connections with one another using these various ideas and resources to promote the key 
faith practices.  We are encouraging parents to gather with their children using the activity bags with lectionary 
curriculum to teach and model faith practices.  These resources are not just for Sunday morning.  Our goal is to 
provide tools and encouragement for each of us to build our faith and faith practices every day of the week.  
More information will follow as we strive to promote making our connection with Christ an intimate part of our 
lives.  Join us as we are “Gathering in Faith”. 

All Praise to Christ, 
Faith Formation Committee 

Parish Education - Faith Formation 

Not sure how to use it?  Don’t worry… you’ll get 

plenty of instruction in the weeks to come.   

Prayers you can use at meals and through your week as 

well as a blessing to give to your family and friends… 

or even on your own reflection in the mirror. 

Daily Bible readings for every day of 

the week that follow the theme from 

Sunday. 

A scripture verse of the week for you to 

write on your mirror, place on your desk, 

and revisit again and again. 

And don’t forget to look on the back for a hymn 

of the week, caring conversations, devotions, 

service projects, and rituals and traditions! 
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September Worship Schedule 

Final Outdoor service of the summer, Sep. 1 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

with band and ASL interpretation; 
Outdoors (weather permitting) 

Beginning Sept. 8, the early service moves 
indoors and begins at 8:15 a.m.  

9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Parish Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

Our new sign greets all who drive by.  

Thanks to the Parish Outreach 

Committee for their hard work and 

for the Omer Boes memorial. 

A flowering hibiscus tree reminds 

us of our connection to local 

Lutheran congregations in our 

Seeds of Hope Co-op. 

Our  new gathering area 

provides prime fellowship 

space on Sunday mornings 

and through the week. 
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