
 

 

ways of being community engaged in 

worship and mission?   

I hope you chose option #3.  It isn’t the 

easy choice.  It will require letting go, 

trying new things, forming new patterns, 

and taking risks.  There are also times 

when we will be confused, scared, or 

unhappy.  Were you paying attention to 

the disciples last month?!  But we have 

an advocate!  God’s Spirit is with us!   

Join us in discerning how the Spirit can 

lead and shape us and our ministry.  Let 

our space change your patterns of 

worship as you enjoy fellowship in the 

gathering space (preferably not during 

the sermon).  Attend one of our summer 

events such as a concert, VBS, or 

outreach to our neighbors across the 

street.  Stop in during the week to meet 

a friend or find a quiet place for a book, 

a prayer, or a cup of coffee.  Bring your 

ideas for mission and ministry to the 

table as we explore the wonderful 

opportunities we have as a result of 

change… I mean… transition. 

Finally, thank you for your partnership 

in mission.  The changes of the past 

year have been great, but also joyful 

because of the ways we’ve walked and 

worked together.  I look forward to 

what the Spirit has in store for our 

community and ministry in the future!   

Transitions... 
by Pastor Adam 

I once heard someone say, “I don’t 

mind change… I just don’t want to be 

there when it happens!”  Change is 

hard, so let’s call it transition, that 

sounds better  : ) 

In May our gospel readings introduced 

us to disciples grappling with change.  

Jesus is gone.  (Well, not really, but the 

way he was with them has changed).  

They are trying to figure out what 

comes next.  Do they lock themselves in 

a room?  Do they go back to fishing?  In 

June we discover that Jesus has given 

them an advocate to help them through 

their transition – the Holy Spirit.  

During these first Sundays in the season 

of Pentecost, we will see how the Spirit 

was at work in the early church, leading 

and shaping Jesus’ followers through a 

time of transition.   

Have you noticed any change here at 

Faith?  HA!  The only things that 

haven’t changed are the sanctuary and 

bathrooms!  But now it is time to look 

beyond the change and see the 

opportunity of transition.  What do we 

do in our space?  Do we lock ourselves 

behind our doors?  Do we go back to 

the old status quo and go fishing?  Or 

do we invite the advocate, God’s Holy 

Spirit, to lead and shape us into new 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 

My Time and Talent Temple Talk  
 

My Mom was an excellent Christian “role model” in 

many ways.  She was involved in Sunday School and 

Vacation Bible School for all the years that my brother 

and I were young.  Later, she and my Dad both taught 

the adult Sunday School class, and Mom was the 

Sunday School pianist.  The congregation had a fairly 

active “Women’s Guild” back then, and I know that 

Mom served in every role in that group at one time or 

another.  That, of course, involved the serving and 

cleanup involved in countless potlucks, refreshments, 

and post-funeral lunches.  Following my grandparents’ 

examples, Mom sang in the choir – until she was 83.  

No doubt she was a member of many committees 

through the years; a photo from 1957 includes both my 

Mom and my grandma holding shovels at the 

groundbreaking for a major construction project.  

When the church needed a new financial secretary, 

Mom volunteered – and her “term” lasted 22 years!  In 

that role, she attended the (all-male) church council 

meetings.  What next?  She was the first woman to 

serve on the church council.  At some point, the 

congregation was unable to find an organist.  Again, 

Mom stepped up to do what needed to be done – for 

several years – even though she had never played the 

organ.  I have to add that she did all these things, and 

many more, with love and a great sense of humor.  I 

think the only role she did not ever play was 

“preacher,” but that didn’t matter.  Her actions spoke 

louder than any words.  And I say, Thanks be to God.  

Have you ever had questions about the Holy Spirit?  Although a distinct part of our triune God (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit), it is often absent from our teaching and thoughts.  This month we will explore the movements of the 
Spirit, discover it’s movement in us, and discern the Spirit’s transforming work in our church. 

June  2:  “Spirit of Unity” – Jesus prays for unity (John 17:20-26) as the early church discovers the earth shaking 
power of the Spirit (Acts 16:16-24). 

June  9:  “Spirit of Truth” – On Pentecost, the Spirit comes like a mighty wind (Acts 2:1-21), and Jesus introduces 
us to the Spirit of truth, an advocate given by the Father  (John 14:8-27). 

June 16:  “Spirit of Relationship” – On Holy Trinity Sunday, we experience a relationship within God’s-self, a 
triune relationship that makes room for us. 

June 23:  “Spirit of Salvation” – The Holy Spirit drives out unclean spirits (Luke 8:26-39) and clothes us with the 
saving love of Christ (Galatians 3:23-29). 

June 30:  “Spirit of Freedom” – As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day, we are reminded that true 
freedom comes through the saving work of Jesus Christ, and we are given a spirit of freedom. 

Sermon Series: “Movements of  the Spirit” 

Outreach Opportunity! 
     Spirit of Faith Church generously serves children, adults, and families of the Jacksonville community on a daily 
basis.  Pastor and Community Center director, Polley Pulley, works selflessly to plan, organize, and prepare a meal 
for 20-30 Jacksonville residents each Monday through Thursday afternoon.  Faith would like to support Polley in 
all her efforts by donating our old coffee storage cabinet and a supply of needed resources.  
 

     Throughout the month of June, Faith will collect paper goods (napkins, paper towels, facial tissue, bathroom 
tissue), paper/plastic plates, cups and bowls, plastic cutlery, plastic wrap, aluminum foil, plastic storage bags of all 
sizes, and cleaning supplies (dish soap, disinfectant cleaners, dish rags, dish towels, etc.).  We will take the cabinet 
that was headed for our dumpster and fill it with gifts that Polley and others will treasure, then deliver the cabinet.  
 

     Faith will also continue to collect the above resources for Spirit of Faith throughout the year.  Please leave 
marked donations in the storage containers in the church gathering area.    
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Contribution Statements 
First quarter contribution statements are available in 
the office for you to pick up.  Thank you all for your 
generous giving.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kim Streib, Financial Secretary. 

Jacksonville Area Conference of  

Churches 

The next JACC collection is for items to create 

welcome bags for new MacMurray and Illinois College 

students.  We are collecting tissue boxes, granola bars, 

gum, and hot chocolate packets through the end of 

July (collection box is located in the new coat closet).  

Also, to be included in each bag will be an invitation 

and information about the member churches.  

Working together in Christ, we can do great things. 

           — Pat Glyshaw & Stacy McQueen, JACC Delegates 

Summer Schedule 

Outdoor Contemporary Service:  9:00 am 

We could use help setting up for worship,  

beginning at 8:00 am 

Indoor Traditional Service:  10:30 am 

Magazine Share  
Wondering what to do with those outdated magazines 
piled up around the house collecting dust?  Share 
them with us, and you can clean up your table and 
counter tops while providing a much-appreciated 
outreach service.  Simply bring your old magazines to 
the church.  Homebound visitors and others reaching 
out to members in various circumstances can then 
share the magazines.  Your trash can be someone 
else’s treasure! 

Welcome Jacob Smetters 

We welcome Jacob Smetters as our new Choir director, 

singer, ringer, guitar player, organist, and all around 

“partner in crime” for Jean and our music department.  

You have probably seen him and his daughters (Melody 

and Aria) around the church.  

Please welcome them and get to 

know them better.  Jacob will be 

leading our Chancel Choir in the 

fall and working with other 

ensembles for worship.  Through 

the summer, if you would like to 

provide a musical offering during 

worship, please talk to Jacob or 

Jean.  

Gifted to Serve Commitments 

If you still have a Gifted to Serve questionnaire to hand 

in, please bring it to the church office.  We are eager to 

include your gifts in our ministry together!! 

“Who is My Neighbor” continues... 

A summer theme last year was “Who is My 

Neighbor?”  Through worship, VBS, and activities, 

we explored what it means to love our neighbors.  We 

also walked across the street to get to know our 

neighbors at Elm City and Northwood mobile home 

community.  We will continue our ministry with these 

neighbors this summer by holding a cookout at 

Northwoods on July 7 and an ice cream social for 

the Elm City workers on August 16.  Join us as we 

continue to love our community! 

Storybook Project 

Each month we enter the Jacksonville Correctional 
Center with great hope and joy that we will be a 
blessing to the men who are selecting books for 
their children.  The month of May was no different.  
Thirty-four men visited, many new to our program.  
Several of the men asked if they might pray to and 
for their children before reading and recording the 
book they had chosen.  One was in tears, others 
expressed joy.  What struck all of us was how many 
commented: “have a blessed day” as they said good-
bye.  Abraham promised that we would be blessed 
to be a blessing.  How true this has been in our 
prison ministry.  Thanks for your support of this 
vital outreach program.  – Sharon Zuiderveld 
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Meet Our Members 

Craig Miller 
Interview by Patty Nelson 

Craig Miller grew up in Morton, 
Illinois.  Craig said, “I lived my 
whole life there until I went to the 
University of Illinois in Champaign.  
I lived a pretty average childhood.  
I lived in a small, three-bedroom 
house with my dad and mom, 
Robert and Linda Miller, and my 
sister, Brooke, who is 6 years older. 
 
My family had a big influence on 
me, including my parents, sister, 
and grandparents on both sides.  
They taught us to love our cousins 
and our neighbors.  Their examples 
of how to live influenced how I live 
today. 
 
What I remember most about 
growing up is playing with the 
neighborhood kids.  There were 
lots of kids right in the 
neighborhood.  As we grew older, 
we could go farther and hang out 
with other people.  Near my house, 
there was a creek that would get 
high when it rained.  We would try 
to jump over the creek and, when 
we missed, we got wet.  We got in 
trouble for coming home muddy.  
We loved playing with the frogs 
and turtles and creek animals.  I still 
hang out with many of those kids –
they have kids now. 
 
One of the kids that I lived close 
to, Casey, was a friend from school 
and church.  We would watch the 
first Star Wars together.  When the 
new movies came out (we were 
about 12), we got a bunch of guys 
together to watch the movies.  We 
still try to get together to watch the 
Star Wars movies when they come 

out.  We’re going to a baseball 
game in Peoria this summer 
because it’s Star Wars Night.  Most 
of these guys were in our wedding 
in October, and we all wore Star 
Wars socks at the wedding.  

 
Now, I work for Morgan County as 
an assistant state’s attorney in the 
state’s attorney’s office.  I prosecute  
misdemeanor and felony traffic 
cases and any civil cases that are 
not criminal in nature.  I’d always 
thought about going to law school.  
I graduated from the University of 
Illinois in 2009, right in the middle 
of a recession.  I didn’t have a 
family or girlfriend, so I took a year 
off, then went to law school in the 
fall of 2010.  I decided in law 
school that I wanted to be a 
prosecutor because criminal law 
was the most interesting, and it was 
a way to serve the community.  I 
enjoy reading the arrest reports 
each morning.  It’s like reading 
short stories about the silly things 
people do.  There is something new 

every day.  If I looked into a crystal 
ball, in ten years, I see myself as a 
prosecutor working on more 
serious felony cases in this area.   
 
I came to Faith Lutheran through 
the Nelson family.  I started dating 
Elisha in the fall of 2014.  I grew 
up going to the Apostolic Christian 
Church in Morton, but I was not a 
member there.  When I moved to 
Jacksonville in spring of 2014, I 
was looking for a church with a 
family atmosphere.  Lisha invited 
me to church, and I immediately 
felt that “Faith family” feeling.  
Being a member at Faith has 
strengthened my faith and gotten 
me involved in the church itself.  
One of the things I love about 
Faith is the Faith family and 
neighborly feeling everyone has. 
 
As Elisha and I dated and we 
became closer, one of the things 
that drew me to her most was the 
fact that she invited me to church.  
I wanted a woman of faith.  I asked 
her out three times before she said 
yes.   
 
Elisha and I like to do yard work 
together, especially the clean up in 
the spring and planting new plants.  
We like visiting new places and 
have begun taking weekend trips to 
visit new cities and areas.  We are 
Dallas Cowboys fans and got to see 
a football game in Indiana last year.  
Elisha and I are members at 
Carriage House CrossFit and have 
made many friends there.  Elisha 
likes to compete, but my 
competitive days are in the past. 



 

 

Faith Grows… Education and Discipleship 

we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.      

Food, Faith, and Friends 
Looking for a way to keep in touch with some Faith 
friends during your busy week?  Come share lunch 
with friends on Friday, June 28.  This month, we 
will be taking a Faith Field Trip to the home of John 
and Dixie Williams.  Meet at Faith at 11:00 to 
carpool.  Please let Renee Leifheit know by Monday, 
June 24 if you plan to attend:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (June 10) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

The group utilizes the ELCA  
Daily Discipleship Bible Study based on the 

upcoming weekly Gospel lesson. 
 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   

Father’s Day &  

Men’s Devotionals 
On Sunday, June 16 we will honor all men 
of God and hand out devotional books.  
Bring your dad to church as we pray our 
fathers would reflect the love of our 
Heavenly Father.   

Blood Pressure Screening and 

Newsletter Deadline June 16 
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Vacation Bible Sessions  
July 10, 17, 24, & 31 

Mark your calendars for another great year of VBS!  We will 

continue our intergenerational model to allow for people of all 

ages to participate.  This year’s theme will focus on a different 

kind of building project, not of bricks and mortar, but body 

and spirit.  Come and engage in ways to build up the body of 

Christ, from its foundation in Jesus to the living stones that 

engage in mission.  Small groups for children, youth, and 

adults will focus on building up 

our faith and participating with 

one another as those living 

stones.  Come early for a light 

meal, and bring a dish if you 

are able.  Invite a friend to join 

you on your journey.  All are 

welcome for any or all of the 

sessions. 

Schedule 
 

   6:00-6:30:  light meal 

   6:30-6:45:  opening 

   6:45-7:30:  small groups 

   7:30-8:00:  activity and  

                       closing 

Christian Performing Arts Camp (PAC)  

… an encouraging 2-day experience for youth (those 

entering 5th through 12th grades) utilizing dance, mime, 

music, drama, art, and puppets to share the love of 

Jesus.  Campers have the opportunity to perform in 

groups, and independently if desired.  The cost is only 

$35 and includes lodging and meals; dates: Friday-

Saturday, June 14-15, 21-22, and 28-29.  Registration 

forms are available on a table in the gathering area or 

online at:  www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org 

Faith has generously supported the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes organization in recent years.  

Please pray for both the adults and students working 

to start and strengthen a Middle School FCA group 

through Jacksonville Middle School.  Leaders and 

students are now meeting every other week for 

fellowship and a brief devotion before school at 

Lincoln Avenue Baptist Church.  Other fellowship 

activities are also currently being planned.  If you are 

interested in supporting or participating in 

Middle School FCA activities, please contact 

Dustin or Renee Leifheit.  Positive adult 

relationships are not only 

appreciated, but are crucial to 

lifelong faith development.  All you 

need to do is be present to show 

that you are interested and that you 

care!  Choose to make a difference! 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org
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New Directions   

Christ’s body includes the homeless in our 

community.  Faith provides a meal to those in need 

on the second Sunday each month. Our meals are 

currently planned for about 8-10 people.  Faith’s 

monthly meal has typically consisted of sloppy joes, 

buns, a salad, a potato dish, and a dessert.  Faith’s 

next date for meal provisions is Sunday, June 9.  A 

sign-up sheet for future months is available in the 

church gathering area. 

Clothes Closet    
Christ’s body includes those in our local prison.  The 
Jacksonville Correctional Center maintains a “Clothes 
Closet” to assist newly-released offenders in their 
transitioning process.  Faith works cooperatively with 
JCC to collect new and gently-used men’s clothing, 
shoes, and outerwear of all sizes.  Donations may be left 
at the church.  Please label any donations dropped off.  If 
you prefer, financial contributions noted “Clothes 

Closet” may be made toward purchasing these items 
from local resale and thrift stores.  Questions? Contact 
Renee Leifheit: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

End-of-Year Giving  
“Bob Freesen YMCA” 

This year we gave $400 to support the 
ministry of the YMCA, an organization that 
puts Christian principles into practice 
through programs to strengthen mind, 
spirt, and body.  This money has been used 
to provide membership assistance to area 
youth. 

Food Center 
     According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 46.7 million 

people are in need of nutrition assistance programs 

across the United States.  In Illinois, more than 600,000 

households struggle to put food on the table or skip 

meals to make sure their groceries last through the 

week.  Nutrition programs are a lifeline for Americans 

who are struggling to feed themselves and their families.  

Our Jacksonville Area Community Food Center is one 

such lifeline for easing the struggle for sustenance.  

     Faith Lutheran Church supports the Jacksonville 

Area Community Food Center by collecting on the first 

Sunday of each month and delivering items to the Food 

Center on the following Monday.  You can place your 

donated food at any time in the patterned blue totes in 

the coat closet.  Leaving items in plastic bags, if used, is 

encouraged. Cash donations can be placed in the 

envelopes found on the rack.  Just check the line for 

Jacksonville Food Center on the envelope and place in 

the offering.  If you donate by check, please make out 

the check to Faith Lutheran Church with a notation 

that it is for the Food Center.  A check so designated 

may also be put in the offering.  Money donations are 

totaled, and one check is sent to the Food Center each 

month. 

     $20 in food and $175 in money was donated in April.  

Thank you to those who shared your blessings. 

Food Center Menu for June 
canned pasta and meat, Jello and pudding,  

canned fruit 

Doorbell Dinners…  Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery from June 3-7.  We need drivers 

and deliverers to cover the needs of 5 different routes which span across the Jacksonville community each of the 5 
days that week.  A sign-up sheet is available in the gathering area at the church.  The time commitment is from 
about 11:15-1:00 each day.  Please let Renee Leifheit know if you have any questions:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 
243-9173.  Join in the fun while serving others in our community! 

Faith in Action Opportunity! 
Jacksonville's Take it to the Streets  Summer lunch program is 
scheduled to run from June 9-August 14 this year, providing 
brown bag lunches to children in several neighborhoods across 
the Jacksonville community.  This is a great Summer outreach 
opportunity, and children/families are welcome to participate.  
Volunteers are welcome to assist in assembling lunches on 
Sundays at 4:00 and Monday-Thursday evenings at 5:30 at Grace 
United Methodist Church (217-245-9521).  For more information, 
you can also email tothestreets2018@gmail.com 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
mailto:tothestreets2018@gmail.com
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Congratulations Graduates 
We are so proud of our Faith graduates and want to celebrate with you on Sunday, June 16.  Please provide a 

short bio and up to 5 pictures to share on our monitors and in the July Newsletter.  Pictures and bios can be 

emailed to the church: faithlutheran62650@frontier.com. 

Thank You 
Dear Faith Lutheran Family, 

     Thank you for the delicious meal you 
prepared for Mom’s funeral reception.  Not only 
was it delicious, it helped to make the gathering 
extra special.  We will always be grateful for your 
help and for your kindness. 

     With much love, The Olga Perry Family 
 

Thanks to all — church friends, Pastor Adam’s 
visits, prayers, cards, and daily visits from family.  
It’s good to be home recovering.  Ila Mae Downs 
 

We provided funeral meals for two very lovely 
ladies this past month:  Olga Perry and Velma 
Leib.  Both families expressed their gratitude for 
all the time, effort, and love shown by the Faith 
congregation.  Helpers for one or both meals 
were Renee Leifheit, Connie Scarbrough, Laura 
Sweatman, Patty Nelson, Verla Buckner, Bonnie 
Wallace, Rosemary Jokisch, Pat Glyshaw, Martha 
Krohe, Karen Dichsen, Kim Heise, Shirley 
Dufelmeier, Barb Davenport, Barb Fishback, 
Lynette Hamilton, Terri Kimler, and Karen 
Dean.  Thank you all for being a part of this 
wonderful ministry.  Diane Craig 
 

Dear Faith Family, 

     Thank you for your loving and generous 
support of the 45 children at the Pillars of Africa 
Children’s Ministry in Uganda.  The Pancake and 
Sausage Breakfast brought in over $800 between 
in-person and online donations.  The money 
raised will go towards the second term 
educational expenses for the children.  Thank 
you also for the love and grace you extended to 
Patrick, Jonas, and Natalie.  We are so blessed to 
be part of such a wonderful Faith family.  

     Love and Blessings, Kelly and Melissa Street 

Violinist Fiona Shea at Faith — June 12 
     Violinist Fiona Shea will present a recital of classical 
repertoire for violin and piano on Wednesday, June 12 at 
7:00 pm at Faith Lutheran Church.  The recital will feature 
music from across the centuries, representing diverse styles 
such as the baroque chaconne variation, Bohemian 
nationalistic music, late Romantic virtuosic showpieces, and 
20th-century minimalism, including compositions by Vitali, 
Smetana, Saint-Saëns, Wieniawksi, and Arvo Pärt.  Miss Shea, 
a native of Lubbock, Texas, is the granddaughter of Robert 
and Rosemary  Jokisch of 
Jacksonville, and she will be 
accompanied at the piano by her 
mother, Regina.   

     Fiona last performed in 
Jacksonville at the age of ten as the 
Grand Prize Winner of the 
Jacksonville Symphony’s 2010 
Talent Among Us competition.  
Since then, she has won numerous competitions, including 
the Juanita Miller, Schmidbauer and Nelda Hodges Young 
Artist competitions, and has performed as concerto soloist 
with the Mesquite, Waco, Conroe, Kingsville, and Abilene 
Symphonies, as well as appearing as a soloist on NPR’s From 

The Top with host, Christopher O’Reilly.  She was selected to 
be a member of the 2016 class of Young Masters by the 
Texas Commission on the Arts.   

     Miss Shea currently studies at the Colburn Conservatory 
of Music in Los Angeles, California where she is a pupil of 
Robert Lipsett, the Jascha Heifetz Distinguished Professor of 
Violin.  In this past academic year, Fiona was a concerto 
soloist with the Colburn Orchestra in their Concerto 
Showcase concert.  She also performed the Teleman Triple 
Violin Concerto with noted baroque violinist, Elicia 
Silverstein and the Colburn Baroque Ensemble and in a 
Colburn Chamber Music Society recital with featured guest 
artist, pianist Eliso Virsaladze.  Fiona performed in 
masterclasses given by violinists Ray Chen and Hillary Hahn.  

     This summer, Fiona is looking forward to returning to the 
Aspen Music Festival as an Aspen Conducting Academy 
Orchestra Fellow.   
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Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Contemporary  
Worship Service with band  

and ASL interpretation 
10:30 a.m. Indoor Traditional Service  

with organ 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Parish Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

Confirmands Kellen Leifheit, 

Owen Spray, and Will Weger. 

Our youth held a Bake Sale at 

the kitchen shower and raised 

over $450! 

Rick and Diane Storey and a 

cross Rick made with reclaimed 

wood from the old sanctuary.   

Birthday party for Lillian 

Korous in the Great Room… a 

great place to host your event! 
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