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Over the past 10 years of being a pastor I’ve 
officiated at 33 weddings.  33 different 
couples from different families with 
different stories and different strengths and 
struggles.  When I meet with a couple for 
premarital counseling, we typically meet 
about five times.  We have an initial meeting 
to get to know one another, hear stories 
about how they met, their engagement, and 
set out some expectations for the time we’ll 
be spending together.  Then comes the test.  
It’s an online assessment taken individually 
by each.  120 questions that assess 
satisfaction levels and agreement across 12 
relationship categories that help to gain 
insights into relationship dynamics, 
commitment levels, personality, spiritual 
beliefs, and family systems.  When I bring it 
up it often strikes fear in their hearts!  But 
it’s not a test.  It’s a tool to help guide us in 
conversation, and just about every couple is 
shocked at how accurate and insightful it is.   

There is one portion of the results that 
reveals an area of growth in about 99% of 
all couples – their stress levels.  Stress 
seems to be something all engaged couples 
have in common and the more we talk about 
it, the more we realize it’s not stress about 
their partner, but stress about the wedding.  
And it’s not stress about the ceremony, but 
about the receptions.  And it’s not stress 
about the food they are going to serve or the 
music they will listen to, but about how 
much it is going to cost and who is going to 
be invited.  If you invite your mom’s best 
friend, what about my best friend’s mom?  
What about Uncle Bob’s ex-wife?  What 
about my mom’s half-brother’s best friend’s 
dog’s veterinarian?  And then where do they 
sit?  Does Uncle Bob’s ex-wife sit at the 
same table with Uncle Bob?  Quite a few 
couples have flirted with the idea of eloping 

just to avoid having to decide who they do 
or do not invite to their wedding.   

Jesus talks a lot about banquets and meals.  
They are common places for teachings and 
quarrels and miracles and 
misunderstandings.  In our gospel reading 
tonight, Jesus was going to the house of a 
leader of the Pharisees (common foes of 
Jesus) to eat a meal on the sabbath (a time of 
great controversy between the Pharisees and 
Jesus about what is permitted and what is 
not).  We know it’s going to be more than a 
meal!  Jesus observed the guests as they 
arrived and noticed how they chose the 
places of honor, so he told them a parable.  
“When you are invited to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of 
honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host,” 
then the host may have to ask you to give 
your seat to someone else!  Instead, sit in the 
lowest place so that when your host comes 
he may say to you, “Friend, move up 
higher”; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you.   

Then he turned to the host and said, “When 
you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers and relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you 
in return, and you would be repaid.  But 
invite the poor, crippled, lame, and blind, 
and you will be blessed because they cannot 
repay you.   

This doesn’t sound like any wedding 
banquet I’ve been to!  And I don’t think 
couples would appreciate it if I were to give 
this same advice to them.  But that’s because 
it’s not like any wedding banquet we have 
ever seen.  Jesus is talking about a different 
table, a table for God’s Kingdom.  God’s 
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Kingdom is both a future time of God’s 
reign and the present reality of life that is 
lived embodying the justice, mercy, and love 
of God.  

At the table of God’s Kingdom, we do not 
seek exaltation and honor, but humility, 
considering others as better than ourselves.  
At the table of God’s Kingdom, the guest list 
is not a tool to bring attention or future 
benefit to ourselves, but for the benefit of 
those who are in need, that they would be 
fed and welcomed in the power of the 
gospel.  This is what a table in God’s 
Kingdom looks like, and it is what God’s 
Kingdom demands of us.   

Jesus then tells of another great dinner, a 
great dinner where many were invited and 
had committed to attend, but then when the 
food was ready, they all began to make 
excuses.  One bought some land and had to 
go tend to it.  Another bought some oxen 
and had to go try them out.  Another just got 
married and couldn’t bear to leave their 
spouse.  When the master hears of his he is 
crushed, and he’s angry, and he tells the 
servant to go out into the streets and alleys 
and all around town and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind, and the lame.  This 
great dinner was for everyone, most of all 
for the least of these.  And when the banquet 
hall was packed with the outcasts and needy 
there was still more room, and the master 
told the servant to go beyond the city walls, 

down the roads and lanes and invite more, 
compel more, fill every seat, fill the house to 
the rafters with guests to come and feast at 
the table of God’s Kingdom… but, he said, 
“of those who were invited but chose not to 
come?  None of them will taste my dinner.” 

Is this table for God’s Kingdom good news, 
or bad?  Like so much of Jesus’ teachings 
about good news, it comes with a warning.  
Jesus warns that those who look to their own 
interests, who put ultimate emphasis on their 
own possessions and relationships, they will 
not taste the feast that has been prepared.   

And this is why God’s Kingdom is already 
here, and also not yet.  We all will at times 
look to our own interests.  We all will at 
times become distracted by our possessions.  
We all will at times place more value on our 
relationships with one another than our 
relationship with God.  And that’s why we 
have this table, the Lord’s Table, where all 
are welcome.  Everyone.  When we are poor 
in charity, when we are crippled by sin, 
when we are blind to love, and when hatred 
leaves us lame.  We come to this table again 
and again and repent of our honor-seeking, 
stuff-seeking, self-seeking behaviors.  
Because this isn’t just any table, It’s the 
Lord’s Table, it’s a Kingdom Table.  And 
when we come to this table, God’s Kingdom 
comes to us.   


