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I have another question for you today.  Last 
week I invited you to ask yourself the 
question, “Who am I?”  This week I ask 
you, “What obstacles are you facing?”  Our 
lives are full of obstacles.  Some are meant 
to keep us safe, like a “Do Not Enter” sign.  
Some are harmful, obstacles that block the 
way for us to live the way we want to or the 
way God intended for us, obstacles like 
illness and death.  Some are external, placed 
upon us.  Others are in here, obstacles that 
grow from fear.  So I ask again, “What 
obstacles are you facing?”  We’ll get back to 
that in a minute… 

Just one week ago we cleared out the 
furniture in the narthex to make way for the 
demolition and renovations of our narthex… 
what a change!  You should have seen your 
faces as you walked through the front doors!  
Our old offices have been completely 
removed to make way for an expanded 
space for fellowship, worship, meals, and all 
sorts of gatherings.  The dramatic change 
started earlier in the week as Tuesday 
marked the first day using our new offices.  
In the future, you’ll be able to walk straight 
up to Kris’ office and then find Renee and 
me right past her, but for now you’ll have to 
walk around the construction to the door to 
the new hallway that leads back to the 
nursery, classrooms, offices, kitchen, and 
around to the fellowship hall.   

So Tuesday, as I sat in my new office, partly 
marveling at and partly overwhelmed by the 
change that has taken place over the past six 
months, I observed an incredible 
phenomena… dust!  That’s right, dust.  You 
didn’t think something so despised could 
also be seen as an incredible phenomena?!  
It’s not just an object to be loathed… it’s a 
force!  The workers have done their best to 

seal off various doorways with zippered 
plastic, turning the church building into a 
series of ziplocked baggies, but nothing can 
compete with the unstoppable persistence of 
dust.  I walked into my new office, noticed 
the dust on my desk so wiped it down, only 
to notice about an hour later that I could 
write my name in my desk with my finger!  
The dust is so powerful and pervasive that 
we had to change our tactics from 
containment to capture as Doug Easton is 
loaning us some industrial grade air 
purifiers.   

But I’m sharing about the incredible 
phenomena of dust not to warn you to keep 
your white gloves at home, but to tell you 
that it is the source of a spiritual awakening 
for me.  That’s right, dust has opened my 
eyes to see God… God can use anything!  
Instead of seeing dust as a nuisance, as 
something to be scorned and eliminated 
from my environment, now when I see dust 
I see God!  To marvel at the unstoppable 
nature of dust is to marvel at the unstoppable 
nature of God.  In John 3:8, Jesus compares 
the Holy Spirit to a wind that blows where it 
chooses, unable to be stopped or contained 
by any human power… perhaps dust is 
God’s way to reminding us of God’s 
unstoppable, uncontainable, uneliminatable 
presence in our lives.  Or… that maybe a 
stretch.  Either way, today we hear about our 
unstoppable God in an unstoppable Jesus. 

As we follow Jesus’ journey through Lent, 
we see that God is on the move.  Last 
Sunday a cactus joined our cross and we saw 
God on the move in the desert.  Jesus left the 
Jordan River where his baptism affirmed his 
identity as God’s beloved Son and went on 
the move into the desert.  In the desert he 
endured temptation by the devil, each 
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temptation challenging his identity, causing 
him to question, inviting him to act in ways 
that compromised his identity as divine.  In 
overcoming those temptations Jesus 
enriched our identity as children of God.  
When we ask the question, “Who am I?” we 
can answer with confidence, “I am a child of 
God!” and know that that identity  

Today, we are a long way from the desert.  
Nine chapters later, Jesus has called his 
disciples and traveled all around Galilee, 
healing sick, casting out demons, teaching 
parables, feeding the hungry, glowing 
brightly on a mountaintop, sending out 
others in his name to teach and heal and cast 
out demons.  He hasn’t gone unnoticed!  He 
has turned heads and gathered a following, 
but not everyone has welcomed him.  He is 
seen as a threat to the powerful and some are 
so worried that they want to see him dead!  
Today we read that Jesus is approached by 
some Pharisees, members of a Jewish 
legalistic sect that cared more about man-
made rules than Jesus did about God’s love.  
These Pharisees would have liked to rid 
themselves of this radical Jesus, but they 
come to warn him that Herod wants to kill 
him.  But Herod will not deter Jesus.  Jesus 
replies, “Go and tell that fox for me that I’m 
casting out demons and healing the sick 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
will finish my work!”  The wind blows 
where it chooses.  Jesus is an unstoppable, 
uncontainable, uneliminatable force.  God is 
on the move and will be stopped by nothing.   

Our first reading tells the same story.  In a 
creation teeming with life and in which God 
had commanded the people to “be fruitful 
and multiply,” we hear about Abram and 
Sarai, the first couple to be “childless.”  In 
the preceding chapters in Genesis, after the 

people of the world worked together to build 
the Tower of Babel, God scattered them into 
many nations with many languages, but 
decided to choose one people to become a 
priestly kingdom and holy nation – a nation 
through which the Lord might bless all the 
nations.  So, in typical divine fashion, the 
Lord chose the most unlikely way to do this, 
through an aging, childless couple.  In 
Genesis 12, God promised that Abram 
would be a great nation, blessed to be a 
blessing, but no child.  Time passed and they 
went the land God promised them, but no 
child.  Time passed and they went to Egypt, 
but no child.  Time passed and they became 
prosperous and wealthy, but no child.  Time 
passed and they grew old together, but no 
child.  Then the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision saying, “Do not be 
afraid.”  In other words, “Listen up, I’ve got 
good news for you!”  God made a covenant 
with Abram, promising him that his 
offspring will be more numerous than the 
stars in the heavens.  Still no child, but six 
chapters later, Isaac is born.  God is on the 
move and will be stopped by nothing! 

So this brings us back to our question, 
“What obstacles are you facing?”  What are 
some of the obstacles “out there” that are 
holding you back from living the life God 
intended?  What are some of the obstacles 
“in here” that are holding you back form 
living the life God intended?  I have news 
for you… “Do not be afraid!”  In other 
words, “Listen up, I have good news for 
you!”  I have bad news too… you will not 
overcome all of your obstacles.  God will 
not help you overcome all of our obstacles.  
We will face obstacles our whole lives long, 
no matter how much we turn to God, and 
some of these obstacles will overpower us.  
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But here is the good news… God overcomes 
all obstacles!   


