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For generations, Jewish families have 

followed the Lord’s instruction, 

observing the Passover and the Seder 

meal as a perpetual ordinance.  And 

when they do, the youngest member at 

the table is instructed to ask, “Why is 

tonight different from all the rest?”  No 

answer is immediately given to this 

question, but the answer is the meal 

itself.  The items on the table tell the 

story.  The Matza bread, baked without 

leaven, because they had to eat with 

haste.  The bitter herbs to remind them of 

their slavery.  The parsley and salt water 

to remind them of the tears they cried.  

Even their posture at the table, reclining, 

a sign of freedom and prosperity.  The 

meal tells the story of their desperate 

need and God’s mighty acts of freedom, 

and when it is celebrated again each 

year, when the story is told again, when 

God’s mighty acts are remembered, it is 

an act of thanksgiving for God’s 

deliverance and of trust that God will 

deliver again.   

The Seder meal of Passover has been 

celebrated faithfully by the Jewish 

people every year since that night in 

Egypt, in the wilderness as Moses led 

them to the Promised Land, in Jerusalem 

when the temple was built, in Babylon 

when the temple was destroyed and they 

were taken off into exile, even in the 

concentration camps of Germany during 

the second World War.  Each year to ask 

the question, “Why is tonight different 

from all the rest?” and to tell the story 

again, the story of God’s deliverance.   

Tonight, we gather around this table, the 

Lord’s Table, and tonight is different 

from all the rest.  At this table another 

story is told, a story of deliverance from 

slavery, the slavery of sin.  At this table, 

the answer to the question of why tonight 

is different is told in the meal itself.  

Bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, 

broken and shed for us.  Even our 

posture, reverently coming before the 

cross.  This meal tells the story of God’s 

mighty acts of freedom, celebrated again 

and again through our act of 

thanksgiving and trust that God will 

deliver again. 



Sermon for March 13th, 2019  Pastor Adam Dichsen 
Lent Midweek 1 – “A Table of Freedom”

Why is tonight different from all the 

rest?  It is different.  It’s different 

because of what God has done, and what 

God promises to do!   


