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I have a simple question to ask.  Who are 
you?  How would you answer?  Think about 
it for a moment… who are you?  Do you go 
with your occupation?  I’m a pastor.  Who 
are you?  Do you go with your family?  I’m 
a husband, a dad, son, brother, uncle, etc.  
Who are you?  When you think about it, 
identity is very much about relationships.  
We tend to think that our identity is 
something that is very personal and 
something we have discovered or developed 
on our own, but it turns out that our identity 
is unavoidably rooted in our relationships.  I 
can’t be a pastor without a congregation, a 
husband without a wife, a father without 
kids.  As it turns out, pretty much everything 
I say about myself involves others, and what 
I call “my identity” ultimately emerges from 
the relationships I have with others.  Today 
we learn that the same is true with Jesus.   

Today we begin our Lenten season, the forty 
days that lead us to the cross of Good Friday 
and the empty tomb of Easter.  For the next 
seven Sundays we are going to be looking at 
the many ways that God is on the move.  
Jesus never stayed in one place for long, but 
was constantly moving from one place to 
another.  He also moved through every part 
of the human experience, encountering 
everything from temptation, to joy, 
suffering, and even death.  For the next forty 
days, we follow Jesus moving through his 
ministry and we are moved, moved by God’s 
movement in our lives, moved to grow and 
change as followers of Christ. 

Today, Jesus moves into the desert.  We 
read, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness, where for forty days he 
was tempted by the devil.”  So, Jesus is on 
the move, but where did he move from?  If 

you go back one chapter in Luke’s gospel 
you find out that Jesus is coming from the 
Jordan River.  He has just been baptized by 
John where the Holy Spirit descended on 
him and a voice called from heaven, “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased!”  Jesus just had a clear and 
powerful proclamation of his identity.  He is 
God’s Son, the son of a loving father.  And 
still wet behind the ears from the waters of 
baptism, and with the voice of God ringing 
in his ears, he moves to the desert.  But Luke 
provides a little interlude.  Between Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation in the desert, we get 
his genealogy.   

Karen and I are new subscribers to YouTube 
TV, one of many cable alternatives out there.  
We’ve grown tired of what Netflix has to 
offer and wanted to try something new.  It’s 
been great to have a whole new set of 
television series at our fingertips, but what it 
brought back, something we haven’t seen in 
years, are commercials!  Unfortunately, they 
run the same commercials at every break so 
we end up hearing about Zola online 
wedding planning and Chlorox toilet bowl 
cleaner and the cute little bears from 
Charmin toilet paper that tell you to “enjoy 
the go” over and over again.  One 
commercial we’ve seen countless times is 
for Ancestry.com, an online genealogy 
service that helps you discover your genetic 
history.  One lady subscribes and discovers 
she is actually related to George 
Washington!  It changes her identity, and for 
just $19.99/month it can change yours too!   

Between Jesus’ baptism and his temptation 
in the desert, Luke gives us his version of 
Ancestry.com for Jesus.  He was the son (as 
was thought) of Joseph, son of Heli, son of 
Matthat, son of Levi, and on and on down to 
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the son of Seth, son of Adam, son of God.  
Luke makes it clear again.  If you missed the 
voice from the heavens, just follow Jesus’ 
genealogy.  He’s the son of God!  And it’s 
Jesus, the son of God, who is filled with the 
Holy Spirit and moved by the Spirit into the 
desert.   

Once there, he ate nothing for forty days.  
And in his hunger the devil appeared and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.”  Now, if you hadn’t eaten for forty 
days, the first thing you would think of is 
bread, but notice how the temptation begins.  
“If you are the Son of God…”  It’s about 
identity.  The devil knows who Jesus is.  He 
doesn’t question who Jesus is, but he tries to 
get Jesus to question who he is.  Each 
temptation tries to undermine Jesus’ identity 
given at his baptism.  It hearkens back to 
Genesis.  In Genesis, as Adam and Eve gaze 
admiringly on the deadly fruit of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, the serpent 
undermines their identity by suggesting that 
God is not trustworthy.  “Did God really 
say…?”  Then the serpent invites them to 
break away from God, creating their own 
identity, independent of their relationship 
with God, for if they eat the fruit their eyes 
will be opened, and they will be just like 
God.     

One more time: who are you?  Who are you, 
and how is that being challenged?  The devil 
shows up in the Garden of Eden to challenge 
Adam and Eve’s identity.  The devil shows 
up in the desert to challenge Jesus’ identity.  
Where is the devil showing up in your life, 
challenging your identity?  Doesn’t it always 
seem like others have a better perspective on 
who you are?  They freely tell us who they 
see us to be, comment on who we need to 

be, have answers for or advice about who 
we should be.  And we have a tendency to 
put our faith in those others rather than 
ourselves, rather than God.  There is so 
much out there that pulls us away from 
trusting who we are, from believing in 
ourselves and who God made us to be.  
Howard Thurman once said, “There is 
something in every one of you that waits and 
listens for the sound of the genuine in 
yourself.  It is the only true guide you will 
ever have.  And if you cannot hear it, you 
will all of your life spend your days on the 
ends of strings that someone else pulls.”  Do 
you feel anyone pulling your strings?   

God moves into the desert, Jesus moves into 
the desert, to cut those strings.  In the desert, 
Jesus resists temptation, not only the 
temptations of food, power, and glory, but 
the temptation of identity, that he needs to 
be someone other than who he is.  In the 
desert Jesus affirms his identity as God, and 
in the desert Jesus affirms his identity as 
human.  He is the Son of God, and he is 
human, forced to face the temptations of the 
devil, temptations we face as well.   

And because Jesus moves into the desert – 
fully God and fully human – those strings 
are cut and our identity is affirmed.   

One last time: who are you?  What are the 
relationships that define you?  You are a 
child of God!  And to claim your identity as 
a Christian is to claim that a significant 
component of your life is that you are a 
child of God.  Do you believe it?  Does it 
make a difference in your life?  Or do you 
allow the strings of others to pull you away 
from living your true identity?  You are a 
child of God and your identity is not 
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determined by the intentions of others, but 
by God’s love.   

God is on the move!  When Jesus moved 
into the desert, he showed us that he is truly 

God and truly human.  This Lent, be moved 
by God’s love.  Be moved by your identity, 
that you are a child of God! 


