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For today’s sermon, I have two object 
lessons for you.  The first one I want to 
share with our kids for our children’s 
message.  What do I have here?  A fishing 
pole!  Do any of you enjoy fishing?  I love 
fishing!  I grew up across the street from a 
lake and would spend lots of time running 
across the street with my nets and fishing 
pole to catch all sorts of critters.  When I 
was 12, my family moved out of town and 
into the woods, right on the shore of a lake.  
We had a row boat and hardly a day would 
go by that I wouldn’t be out in that boat 
fishing.  Here in Jacksonville, our family 
often goes fishing at Nichols Park.  Louis 
really enjoys it and uses this little fishing 
pole to cast out and real in, cast out and reel 
in, over and over again.  He likes it so much 
that he even enjoys doing it in our back 
yard.  Casting out and reeling in, out in the 
grass, over and over again.  Last Summer, 
after a trip to Nichols Park where we caught 
a lot of fish, Louis was casting in the 
backyard again when he all of the sudden 
seemed to realize something.  He wasn’t 
going to catch any fish in or yard because 
fish don’t live in the grass!  Never mind the 
fact that he doesn’t have a hook, let’s not 
break that to him yet.  For a while, the joy of 
casting in the backyard was gone because 
there weren’t any fish there.  Luckily, he’s 
only three and he got over it pretty quickly, 
but what Louis realized is something that we 
all should realize: if you want to catch fish, 
you have to go where the fish are!   

In today’s reading, Jesus is calling his 
disciples.  A disciple is someone who 
follows Jesus, and oftentimes makes a 
commitment and sacrifice to do so.  We are 
Jesus’ disciples too.  We make a 
commitment to follow Jesus by learning 
about him, coming to church to worship 

him, loving those God loves, serving those 
in need, and living our lives in ways that he 
asks us to, ways that bring glory to God.  
When Jesus was just starting his ministry, he 
picked twelve disciples that would journey 
with him, learn from him, and then share 
what they learned with others.  Today Jesus 
is picking his first disciples.   

He is walking by a huge lake, the Lake of 
Gennesaret (also known as the Sea of 
Galilee in the other gospels), and he finds 
some fishermen on the shore, washing their 
nets beside their boats.  He climbs into the 
boat of Simon Peter and Simon takes him 
out from shore.  Jesus does some teaching 
there, but what Luke really wants to tell us 
about is what happens next.  Jesus tells 
Simon to go out there, go out into the deep, 
that’s where the fish are.  At first Simon 
resists.  He’s been fishing all night and 
hasn’t caught a thing.  But he trusts Jesus, 
and so he does what Jesus asks.  They go out 
into the deep, drop their nets, and then the 
next thing they know they have caught so 
many fish that their nests were starting to 
break!  Simon had to call over the other 
fishermen to help, and when they started 
pulling the fish into the boats, there were so 
many that their boats were about to sink!   

Can you believe it?  Simon and his fishing 
friends, James and John, they were amazed, 
but then Jesus told them something even 
more amazing.  He told them that they 
would no longer be catching fish, but 
catching people.  These fishermen would be 
shining the light of Christ, telling others 
about God’s never-ending, unfailing love for 
them so that they would be caught by God’s 
grace and their lives would be changed 
forever.   
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Now, I think there is something important to 
learn here from Jesus, and from Louis.  If 
you want to catch fish, where do you go?  
Where the fish are!  If you want to catch 
people, where do you go?  Where the people 
are!  Jesus is telling us to get out and go 
where the people are, to get out and go!  Go 
to your home, your neighborhood, the 
grocery store, the prison, the streets… 
wherever the people are, go!  Go and tell 
them about Jesus. 

Okay, I have a bigger object lesson next.  
Not necessarily a bigger lesson, but 
definitely a bigger object!  (pull out a kayak)  
This fishing pole reminded us that as 
catchers of people, we are called to go out 
where the people are, but to do that, we have 
to get in the boat!  God sends us boats every 
day.  Boats, callings, opportunities to share 
the good news.  Some people think that 
getting in the boat is the pastor’s job.  It’s 
the pastor who visits the sick and prays for 
those in need.  Yes… and no.  Yes, the pastor 
does these things… but no, the pastor is not 
the only one who does these things.  God 
gives each of us a boat, every day, a calling, 
an opportunity to share the good news.   

I often marvel at my brother.  Not Andy, he’s 
the one that picked on me as a kid.  The 
other one, Eric.  He’s an ER doctor and has 
incredible opportunities to fish for people 
and share Jesus.  As a pastor, everyone 
expects me to be fishing, to be talking about 
Jesus, to be praying… that’s what  a pastor 
does.  But Eric, he’s a doctor, a doctor at a 
catholic hospital, and so when he offers to 
pray with patients, they don’t expect it.  It’s 
sort of like a firecracker.  If a firecracker 
explodes in your open palm, it will burn 
your skin, but if it explodes in an enclosed 
fist, it’s impact is much greater and could 

actually blow your hand apart.  Okay… 
ignore the gruesome details.  My point is 
that while I sometimes am that firecracker in 
an open palm, open because people probably 
know what they are getting when I visit with 
them, Eric is a firecracker in an enclosed 
fist, able to pray and share Jesus with people 
at difficult times in their lives, times when 
they may not even be looking for God.  My 
sister is a firecracker as well.  She’s a first 
grade teacher and savors every opportunity 
she has to love on her students, not 
necessarily telling them about Jesus, but 
reflecting Jesus’ love and giving it to those 
who may not be getting it anywhere else.  
Each of you is a firecracker as well.  Each of 
you has a calling, opportunities to share 
Jesus with others.  Each of you has a boat… 
you just have to get in! 

So often we hesitate.  Maybe we are like 
Simon when Jesus asks him to go out into 
the deep and drop his nets.  “Master, we’ve 
worked all night long and have caught 
nothing!”  We’re tired, we’re worn out, 
we’re unwilling to put forth the effort or 
take the risk.  We’ve already tried and 
weren’t successful, so why should we think 
that we have the ability to make a difference 
now?  There are definitely times I’m tired 
and would rather fold up my nets and stay 
on shore.  There are definitely times when 
I’m not confident in my own abilities to 
make a difference.  But Simon teaches us 
that we shouldn’t place our confidence in 
our abilities, but instead, place our 
confidence in Jesus’ call.  Simon, tired and 
convinced that he couldn’t catch any fish, 
replied to Jesus’ command, “Yet, if you say 
so, I will let down my nets.”  Our success 
doesn’t hinge on our ability, but in the one 
who calls us into the boat and to cast our 
nets.   
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And we also hesitate because we don’t think 
we are worthy.  When Simon Peter, James, 
and John pull in the huge catch, Simon Peter 
falls to his knees and confesses, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  We 
often doubt our abilities and we also doubt 
our worthiness.  We know our failures and 
faults.  We know our doubts and fears.  How 
could God use me?  Luther writes about the 
time he first presided at communion.  He 
was so overwhelmed by his own 
unworthiness, that he, a sinful man, held the 
body and blood of Christ in his hands, that 
his hands shook and he spilled the wine on 
the altar.  He could have easily said, “Go 
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man,” 
and run away from his calling.  But it was 
the words of the Apostle Paul that gave him 
the strength to continue, “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, apart from works.”  
Words that gave confidence not in him, but 
confidence in Jesus’ call.   

You too have been called.  You too have 
opportunities to go fishing, to reflect the 
light of Christ’s love, to share the good 
news.  You have a boat.  What is your boat?  
Take a minute and think, how is God calling 
you?  You, today, what opportunities do you 
have to share and love and serve?  How do 
you hear Jesus calling you?  What is your 
boat?   

You have a boat… get in!  Sometimes we 
get in our boat and all goes well… 
sometimes it doesn’t.  Sometimes the fish 
are abundant… sometimes absent.  
Sometimes the sun is shining and the seas 
are calm… sometimes the storms come.   
But we get in the boat, not because we are 
confident in our abilities, but because we are 
confident in the call.  We are called to be 
disciples, to be fishers of people.   

If you go to the Sea of Galilee today, to the 
site where we traditionally believe this event 
took place, a chapel has been built.  In the 
chapel is a plaque that references Simon.  
“Master, we have worked all night long but 
have caught nothing.  Yet if you say so, I 
will let down the nets.”  And then the plaque 
reads, “The deeds and miracles of Jesus are 
not actions of the past.  Jesus is waiting for 
those still prepared to take risks at his word 
because they trust his power utterly.”  Let 
me read that again.  “The deeds and miracles 
of Jesus are not actions of the past.  Jesus is 
waiting for those still prepared to take risks 
at his word because they trust his power 
utterly.”  Jesus is waiting for us, waiting for 
us to take risks at his word, to trust his 
power completely.  Jesus is waiting for us to 
get in the boat.    


