
 

 

mourn.  It’s a room that belongs to God 
and will reflect God’s greatness to one 
another and to our neighbors.  It’s not 
just an old sanctuary or fellowship hall, 
it’s… well… great!   

It seems natural to call this room the 
Great Room.  When you walk in, you 
will see the greatness of God in the 
beautiful history of the refinished beams 
that cradled our congregation in 
worship since 1948.  The large windows 
allow light to pour in, making the room 
shine in God’s glory.  Artwork on the 
walls will remind us of the great 
commission and the lyrics of hymns of 
God’s greatness: Great is Thy 
Faithfulness… How Great Thou Art… 
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer… and 
more.  The new kitchen will provide 
many a meal, and we know that God 
does great things when we come to the 
table.  Central to it all, a large cross will 
stand in the west window to draw our 
focus to God’s greatness shown to us 
through the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ and send us out into the 
world to proclaim God’s great love to 
all. 

I’m excited to invite you all to the Great 
Room on Easter Sunday for our brunch 
between the worship services.  On a day 
we celebrate God’s great love that 
conquers death, those great beams will 
cradle us again, we will be awed by the 
greatness of God, and God will send us 
out with a great commission.   

How great is our God!!! 

How Great is Our God! 
by Pastor Adam 

When I was a kid, there was one room 
in my parents’ house that we called the 
“great room.”  It made sense because it 
was the biggest.  But now, looking back, 
I realize it was great for other reasons.  
It was a place of hospitality as guests 
entered directly from the front door.  It 
was a place of joy as it would fill with 
family at holidays.  It was a place for 
mourning as my family sat with our 
pastor after my dad’s death.  Its 
greatness was not in its size, but in its 
significance. 

At Faith, another room has a similar 
story.  The old sanctuary was the central 
place of worship until 2002 when our 
new sanctuary was built.  At that time, it 
transitioned to a place of education and 
fellowship.  The room morphed often, 
moving dividers, tables, and chairs to 
accommodate Sunday school classes, 
band practices, service projects, youth 
games, and meals for all occasions.  As 
our Building Committee worked on the 
design and function of the renovated 
fellowship hall, we realized it was a 
room for so much more. 

This room will do great things for our 
church and for the community of 
Jacksonville.  It’s not just a place for 
fellowship together, but it supports our 
ministries of outreach, hospitality, and 
education.  Its walls will echo with 
joyful laughter and hold us when we 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 

Singing Psalms and Hymns  

and Spiritual Songs (Col. 3: 16) 

Our Faith family is well acquainted with many 

hymns written by contemporary liturgical composer, 

Marty Haugen.  A graduate of Luther College, Haugen 

has led workshops and concerts around the world, and 

he has served as an editor and consultant for a number 

of hymnals, including the ELW.  Remember “Now the 

Feast and Celebration”?  That setting for Holy 

Communion was written by Marty Haugen.  What 

about the Holden Evening Prayer service we used last 

year for Lent?  That’s another creation by Marty 

Haugen.  For midweek Lenten services this year we are 

worshipping with more of his music.  We begin by 

joining our voices in “All are welcome,” and we pray 

together for God’s guidance in “Shepherd Me, O God.”  

We share the Lord’s Supper singing “Plenty of Bread” 

and then respond with joy and thanksgiving with “By 

Your Hand You Feed Your People.”  We close the 

service together singing, “Watch, O Lord, with all those 

awake this night.” 

Congregational singing has always been very 

important to me as an expression of the community of 

believers, and it certainly is a hallmark of Lutheran 

worship.  The God-inspired words and tunes of many 

hymns have supported me in times of joy and in times 

of tears.  Another writer of many hymns, Martin 

Luther, wrote: “Beautiful music is the art of the 

prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is 

one of the most magnificent and delightful presents 

God has given us.”  Thanks be to God. 

God is still on the move through our Lenten season as we journey to the cross 
and empty tomb.  The sermons for the remainder of Lent are:  

 

April 7 - “God Moves Us… to Empty Ourselves” 

April 14 - “God Moves… to the Cross” 

April 21 - “God Moves… out of the Tomb” 
 

Pick up your roadmap in worship as we continue this journey together. 
 

Coming after Easter, “Surprise! – the Unexpected Acts of God.”  We will 
focus on the surprising acts of God in the book of Acts as we learn the 
spiritual habit of welcoming an unpredictable God and coming to expect the 
unexpected. 

Sermon Series: “God on the Move” 

Our theme for the spring stewardship campaign for 
time and talent is “Table of Plenty”.  From Isaiah 25:6, 
we learn that “On this mountain the Lord of Hosts will 
make for all people a feast of rich food, a feast of well 
matured wines...”  In this imagery, God beckons us to 
come to His table and relish the very best that he 
provides – His Grace and His rich mercies.  His 
banquet is a joyful celebration – a table of fellowship 
where all His people are re-united.  Let us emulate His 
promised feast when we pledge our time and talents to 
the church.  At this “Table of Plenty” He will provide 
you the spiritual gifts that you need to bring to the 
table.  We share this bounty when an acolyte lights a 
candle or when a communion assistant pours the wine.  
Our feast is our collective gifts that we share as 

ministry for the body of Christ.  This takes many forms 
– from visitations to shut-ins to mowing the church 
grounds.   

 

When we savor a newly-discovered dish at a 

potluck, we may find a new favorite.  Likewise, when 

we try a new ministry at Faith, with time we may grow 

into this opportunity and find it fulfilling. 

This spring all stewardship envelopes will be mailed 
over Easter weekend.  These will include the “Service 
Opportunities” and “Gifted to Serve” brochures as in 
the past.  On May 12th, we will return our pledges of 
our time and talents for the mission of the church.  We 
invite you to join us at this “Table of Plenty”.   
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Living Last Supper 
Faith will again host a Living Last Supper worship service 
that is open to the community.  Come to the table for this 
reenactment of Leonardo DaVinci’s portrayal of Jesus’ 

last supper with his disciples 
and hear first hand from the 
disciples what it has meant 
for them to follow Jesus.  It 
will be an opportunity to 

share in communion and worship the one who gave his 
life for us.  This service is open to the community, and we 
encourage all to invite friends for this moving experience.  
Two dates are offered for the benefit of our congregation 
and community, Sunday, April 14 at 2:00 pm and 

Wednesday, April 17 at 7:00 pm. 

Lenten Midweek Worship 
Services 

Time and time again in the Bible, God shows up at 
meals.  Meals provide opportunity for the community 
to gather and imagery to help 
us see God’s generous grace.  
At each midweek worship 
service, we will hear about 
one of these meals, from the 
Passover in Egypt to the Last Supper in an upper 
room, and feast on the rich promises of God.  Our 
worship format this year will not follow Holden 
Evening Prayer, but a liturgy of table songs and 
communion.  Come to the table, the Lord’s Table, 
and join us for these times of worship. 

Wednesdays, April 3 & 10 
6:00 pm  Potluck Supper 

6:45  pm  Lenten Worship 

Lenten  
Suppers  

Before each midweek 
service, all are invited to 
come to the table for a 
potluck soup supper at 
6:00 pm.  If you can 
bring something to add 
to the table, please do.  
If you are busy and can-
not prepare a dish, there 
will still be food and a 
place for you! 

Martin Luther’s “Table Talk” (on tap) 

The kitchen table of Martin and Katy Luther was a busy place!  Not only did it seat their family, but many guests 
and students would often join them for a meal.  At these meals, conversation would fly from a variety of 
theological and practical matters about which Luther freely spoke his mind.  Notes of these conversations have 
been preserved and compiled into a new version of “Table Talk.”  You are invited to come to the table with 
Naomi Hahn and Pastor Adam to continue the conversation as we read portions of this book together.  On 
Friday, April 12th at 6:00 pm, all are invited to come to the kitchen table at the Dichsens’ for “Table Talk on 
Tap” where we will open the floor for more questions and conversations… along with some Lutheran beverages.  
Please sign up in the narthex if you plan to attend.  “Table Talk” books are available for purchase for $10, or you 
may find your own.  We will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the new Conference Room. 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday, April 14 

8:15 & 10:30 am 
9:30 am  Sunday School 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18  
7:00 pm  Communion 

 

Good Friday, April 19 
7:00 pm  Tenebrae Service 

 

Easter Sunday 
8:15 & 10:30 am 

Festival Easter Worship 
with Holy Communion 

9:30 am  Easter Breakfast 
in the Fellowship Hall 

to benefit the youth 
scholarship fund 



 

 

Faith Flows… we are one body in Christ. 

Page 4                   In 

Meet Our Members 
 

In last month’s interview of the 

McCombs, we neglected to include a 

photo.  Pictured are Kerry, Annamaria, 

and their son, Harrison. 

We welcome the 

following new members 

to our Faith Family 
         Isla Noelle Snodgrass  

is the daughter of Matt and Allie Snodgrass.    

She was born December 21st, 2018.  She was 

baptized March 10 at St. Timothy's Lutheran 

Church in Wyoming, Illinois by her grandmother, 

Linda Strader. 

Celeste Hill  
grew up in Jacksonville.  She enjoys reading, 

traveling, playing with her dog Teddy, looks 

forward to singing with the choir, connecting 

with more people in our Faith community, and 

learning more about Lutheranism.    

 

 

Leo Peterson and Andrea Phelps  
are engaged and planning a fall wedding.       

They are excited to be part of the Faith Family.  

 

Hallie Mayner  
grew up in Roodhouse.  She has been visiting for 

quite some time with her daughter (Tacy) and 

grandson (Hylan).  You may also recognize her 

smiling face from Walmart where she brings joy 

to the associates and shoppers.   
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Monday Morning Movie 
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, April 29 at 11:00 to share a 
potluck lunch and a movie!  We will watch Beautifully Broken, a film 
based on the true story of three families impacted by the horror of the 
genocide in the central African nation of Rwanda in 1994.  Two 
families from Rwanda and one family in Tennessee demonstrate how 
families everywhere endure similar trials and hardships.  Those families 
who believe in God must decide whether they will continue trusting in 
Him, even throughout their darkest days.  Bring a friend and a dish to 
share!  See you then!  Please contact Renee Leifheit if you plan to 
attend:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com  or 243-9173. 

. 

Food, Faith, and Friends 
Looking for a way to keep in touch with some Faith friends during your busy week?  Come share lunch with 
friends on Friday, April 26 at Mulligan’s on the downtown square in Jacksonville:  7 S. Central Park 
Plaza.  Join the group whenever you can between 11:30-1:30 for a dose of food, faith, and friends.  Please let 
Renee Leifheit know if you plan to attend so that adequate seating may be arranged: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 
243-9173. 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (April 8) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   

Thank You 
To our  Faith Family, 

     Thanks very much for all the 
concerns, prayers, and other acts of 
kindness at the time of my recent 
accident.  You all helped to speed the 
healing process.     Rosemary Jokisch 

Blood Pressure Screening April 14 

Newsletter Deadline April 21 
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Easter Lilies 
We are taking orders for Easter Lilies — the lilies may be given 
to celebrate the life of someone who is or was special to you.  
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex (or call the church 
office) to order a lily and to indicate whose life you would like to 
celebrate with your lily.  There is a box for your check next to the 
sign up – please make checks for $10.00 payable to Faith 
Lutheran Church (noting Easter Lily on the memo line).  After 
the 10:30 a.m. Easter service, please take your lily home to enjoy.  
The deadline for ordering is April 10. 

Calling All Easter Singers! 
We are pleased to announce that we have a new choir director 
who will be starting with us in the fall.  Jacob Smetters directs the 
Jacksonville High School Choir and is excited to help bring music 
to our worship.  While he will not start until fall, we would like to 
have a special piece of music for Easter.  All are welcome to join 
us as we prepare and share this offering on Thursdays at 6:00 
pm.  There is no commitment to be a member of the choir, so if 
you have been itching to sing, this is your opportunity to scratch! 

Easter Breakfast:  9:30-10:30 am 
Anyone willing to donate milk, juice, fruit, hard-boiled eggs, 

casseroles, breads, or other breakfast items may sign up in the 

gathering area.  Those attending may participate in a free-will 

offering to benefit our youth college scholarship fund.  If you can 

help with the breakfast, please let us know.  Thank you in advance 

for your willingness to participate! 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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New Directions   

Christ’s body includes the homeless in our community.  

Faith provides a meal to those in need on the second 

Sunday each month. Our meals are currently planned 

for about 8-10 people.  Faith’s monthly meal has 

typically consisted of sloppy joes, buns, a salad, a 

potato dish, and a dessert.  Faith’s next date for meal 

provisions is Sunday, April 14.  A sign-up sheet for 

future months is available in the church gathering area. 

Clothes Closet    
Christ’s body includes those in our local prison.  Faith has 

been collecting gently-used men's clothing, socks, and shoes 

of all sizes to donate to the "Clothes Closet" program at the 

Jacksonville Correctional Center.  This program helps to 

equip newly-released offenders for their new lives with a 

little confidence.  If you have new or gently-used men’s 

clothing or shoes, drop them by the church. Monetary 

donations are also welcome.  Questions? Contact Renee 

Leifheit: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

End-of-Year Giving – Prairieland United Way 
At the 2018 Annual Meeting, Faith voted to give $12,000 from the Endowment Fund capital gains.  Each month 
we will share about one of the recipients of these funds. 

Prairieland United Way received $1,000.  It is a locally directed 
non-profit organization which supports critical health and 
human service needs.  These funds will be used by their 
community review panel as they fund 40 programs from 30 
agencies such as youth camps, adult services, education, day 
care/child development, emergency, crisis, and guidance/
mentoring.  United Way continues to look for volunteer support 
on projects as well as board members for many of the agencies 
they serve.  Find out more at www.prairielandunitedway.org.  

Share the Love 

     Jacksonville’s annual “Share the Love” community 

support event will take place on Saturday, April 13 this 

year.  This outreach opportunity provides those in need 

with personal hygiene kits, household cleaning supplies, 

clothing, and additional items all free of charge. 

 

     If you would like to help assemble the individual 

personal hygiene kits, we will meet on Wednesday, 

April 10 at 10:00 in the church basement to prepare the 

kits for distribution. 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you plan to help:  

dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

Pillars of  Africa  

Children’s Ministry  
On Sunday, April 28, Patrick Kunihira from 
Pillars of Africa Children’s Ministry will join us in 
worship at the 8:15 service.  Following the service, 
there will be a pancake and sausage breakfast, and 
Mr. Kunihira will update us on the ministry and 
how our support is helping the 45 children they 
care for in Uganda.  A basket will be available for 
free will donations which will be used for the 
children’s medical and educational expenses. Thank 
you for your prayerful support of this ministry. 

Food Center 

     Spring usually fills us with hope for the future.  But when 
children and families are facing hunger, hope can seem distant.  
Spring into action and share your abundance with those who 
need your help.  No one should have to suffer from hunger in 
our land of plenty. 
 

     Faith Lutheran church supports the Jacksonville Area 
Community Food Center by collecting on the first Sunday of 
each month and delivering items to the Food Center on the 
following Monday.  Cash donations can be placed in the 
envelopes found on the sign-up table.  If you donate by check, 
please make out the check to Faith Lutheran Church with a 
notation that it is for the Food Center.   
 

    Thank you to all who shared your blessings. 
 

Food Center Menu for April:  canned beans,  
canned tomato product, dry pasta, spaghetti sauce 

http://www.prairielandunitedway.org
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com


 

 

Youth and Family 

we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.           Page 7 

Confirmation students and middle-school-aged youth 
are invited to attend “Crossways Confirmation Camp” at Augustana College in Rock Island.  From June 10-14, youth 
from about a dozen Lutheran churches in central Illinois will join for activities, games, and small-group discussions 
to enrich their faith and nurture their relationships with God and one another.  Lodging and food will be provided 
through Augustana College with a number of activities on and off campus.  Pastor Adam will be one of the leaders 
this year and will serve as a chaperone from Faith.  Cost for the week is $235, and registration is due in April.  

Amon’s Adventure 
It’s not too late to start this wonderful Lenten book!  This book is a storybook for Lent 
with a chapter for each day of Lent and follows the story of a young Jewish boy growing 
up near Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.  When his father is wrongly accused of a crime, he 
risks his life, sees the jubilant crowds that gathered on Palm Sunday, outwits the Roman 
soldiers that planned to kill both his father and Jesus, hears the Messiah address the angry 
crowds, is present during the daring betrayal of Judas Iscariot, and witnesses the ultimate 
sacrifice made on Good Friday.  This is an engaging book for the whole family to enjoy 
during the Lenten season,  If you would like to read it there are copies on the table in the 
narthex that can be purchased for $20.  Enjoy the adventure of Lent!  

Cards/Cub Baseball Trip 

           Sunday, June 2, 2019 

With a game time of 1:15 pm, the bus will pick us up at Faith about 
10:00 am (right after the outdoor service).  It will drop us off at the 
gates of Busch Stadium in time to enjoy some early summer baseball.  
We will eat at the ballpark.  A good estimate to arrive back home is 
around 7:00 pm.  All the tickets are sold, but contact Dustin Leifheit 
(dustin.leifheit@ic.edu or 491-0927) if you want to be added to an 
overflow list in case tickets become available.  Ticket payment is due by March 31, 2019.   

Kitchen Open House! 

Have you seen the new Faith kitchen?!?  We are super excited about the possibilities with this new space!  While it 
still looks like a construction zone, soon we will want to start using that area.  To help fill the cabinets with useful 
cooking and serving items, we are planning a Kitchen Open House on Sunday, May 5 after both services.  Gift 
registries have been set up at Bed Bath and Beyond (registry #547335979), Wal-Mart (registry #99570789421), 
and Amazon (amazon.com/registry “Lutheran”).  Items may be purchased online and shipped to your home or 
directly to the church.  Or, you may also go to the stores and print off the registry list before you shop.  Any gift 
cards or cash donations received will be used toward kitchen items.  Registry information can be found on the 
table in the gathering area.  On Sunday, May 5 during fellowship time after both services, we will host a special 
coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall to receive your gifts.  Stay tuned for additional details about the Kitchen Open 
House in Sunday bulletins.  If you have questions, please visit with Martha Krohe or Barb Davenport. 

Don’t forget FYI at Brooklyn Youth Center on March 31st 

Join community youth for FYI at the Brooklyn Youth Center at 865 East Street from 4:00-6:00pm.  There will be 

time for worship with a band led by Chuck and Libby West from Central Christian Church, games and activities 

(board games, air hockey, ping-pong, and video games), and of course food!  FYI is for all junior and high school 

youth in Jacksonville and surrounding communities.  It is sponsored by the Jacksonville Area Conference of 

Churches and is held whenever there is a 5th Sunday in a month.   

Crossways Confirmation Camp 

mailto:dustin.leifheit@ic.edu
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Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
with band and ASL interpretation 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

April 18: Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm 

April 19: Good Friday, 7:00 pm 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

 

 

 

The Great Room with newly-

sanded and varnished beams. 

 

 

 

Removal of the old 

offices to reveal the new. 
 

 

 

Walkway from narthex to 

the Great Room 
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