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Do you know any hometown heroes?  When 
I was a kid, I had a good friend, Nathan 
Nabb.  We went to school together from pre-
school through high school and were good 
friends through it all.  In the 5th grade, when 
we could pick an instrument for the band, he 
picked the saxophone.  He was incredible!  
And boy did he practice.  Some of us would 
head over to his house after school to see if 
he could play and he’d be down in the 
basement with his saxophone.  One day he 
told us, “Sorry, I still have four more hours 
of practice to go.”  Four more hours?  He 
was serious!  We drifted apart once we went 
to college, but a few years later I got a call 
from my mom.  “Did you hear about 
Nathan?” she said. “He’s still playing his 
saxophone.  His grandmother just told me he 
is the guest soloist with the London 
Philharmonic!”  “Wow, Nathan Nabb, Kevin 
and Tina’s son, a professional saxophone 
player!” 

It reminds me of a few years back when 
Ryan Kuster offered to sing Ave Maria at 
our Christmas Eve service.  I’d heard he was 
pretty good… actually, very good.  He’s a 
professional opera singer, but not many of 
us had heard him sing.  So there we were, 
Christmas Eve.  The piano started playing 
the accompaniment, and then this deep, 
beautiful, voice began to fill the sanctuary 
and the heads of everyone in the pews 
slowly started to turn and look back to see 
where this beautiful sound was coming 
from. “Wow, Ryan Kuster, that’s Larry and 
Mary’s son!” 

This is the reaction of the community in 
Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown.  Last week we 
read how Jesus was attending sabbath 
worship in his hometown synagogue.  He 
stood up to read the lesson for the day and 

was handed the scroll of Isaiah.  He unrolled 
it and began to read, “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor.  He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.”  He rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  
Then he said, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.”  Woah!  They 
were amazed!  This was Jesus, Joseph’s son, 
their hometown boy, and the Spirit was upon 
him to fulfill God’s promises! 

And Jesus could have stopped there.  He 
could he could have simply shared this 
message and moved on, but he didn’t.  He 
reminded them about the many widows in 
Israel in the time of Elijah.  He wasn’t 
referring to Israel the country, that didn’t 
exist until 1948.  He was referring to the 
people of Israel, the people of Jewish faith 
who worshipped God alone, lived according 
to God’s commandments, and were seen as 
God’s chosen people.  Jesus told how there 
were many widows amongst them in the 
time of Elijah, yet God sent Elijah to a 
widow at Zarephath in Sidon, someone 
outside of the chosen people.  You can 
almost get a sense that the aw of a moment 
ago is starting to fade.  Then he told them 
that there were many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha, but that none of 
them was cleansed except Naaman, the 
Syrian, another outsider!  Two stories of 
their own people in need, yet God sends 
help to a couple of foreigners from Sidon 
and Syria?!  Their admiration was 
transformed into rage, they got up, drove 
Jesus out of town, and led him to a cliff so 
they could hurl him off!   
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What’s going on here?  Why did they get so 
upset?  Why did Jesus bring up these 
stories?  And what does it mean for us 
today?  It can’t simply be a warning to 
preachers not to say anything too 
provocative in a sermon!  Remember, this is 
the season of epiphany.  This reading is 
meant to help us better understand who 
Jesus is, why he came, and what difference 
it makes for us.   

I read a book back in seminary titled 
“Generation to Generation” by psychologist 
Edwin Friedman.  It’s a standard in family 
systems theory, a theory of human behavior 
that views the family as an emotional unit 
and uses systems thinking to describe its 
complex interactions.  Members of a family 
can be so interconnected that the actions of 
one individual in a family profoundly affect 
the thoughts, feelings, and actions of others, 
thereby affecting the entire system.  
Subconsciously, families are aware of this 
and try to maintain a balance or homeostasis 
to keep everyone comfortable and 
functioning together.  When this 
homeostasis is disturbed, the members of the 
family react in unusual and sometimes 
destructive ways.   

Nazareth was a small town, and its 
synagogue was like a family.  But whatever 
homeostasis there was, Jesus just shook it 
up!  They have just learned that this 
hometown boy, Joseph’s son, was the chosen 
one to fulfill God’s promises.  And as if that 
wasn’t enough, Jesus then pointed out times 
when God chose to care first for those 
outside of their Jewish family.  Homeostasis 
destroyed!  Their view of one another and 
God’s relationship to them was just turned 
upside down and they react by trying to get 
rid of Jesus!  And what was it that was so 

unsettling to turn their amazement and 
admiration to anger and violence?   

God cares about people outside of their 
family.  That’s it!  That’s what they get so 
upset about!  God cares about people unlike 
themselves.  And not only does God care 
about others, but God even showed 
preferential treatment to them, overlooking 
the needs of the chosen people to come to 
the aid of others.  It’s an epiphany moment, 
a moment where something is made clear.  
Yes, the people of Israel are God’s chosen, 
God’s beloved, but in the time of Elijah, 
when there were many widows in the Jewish 
family, God called Elijah to care for 
someone in Sidon, outside of the family.  
And in the time of Elisha, there were many 
lepers in the Jewish family, God called on 
Elisha to heal someone in Syria, outside of 
the family.  Jesus wants us to see more 
clearly who God is and does so by 
showing us who God sees.  God sees those 
who are outside of our family, and God 
includes them in his love. 

This is a major theme in the gospel of Luke.  
In Luke 7, Jesus sees the foreigner widow of 
Nain, a woman who has lost her son, and 
Jesus comes and brings her son back to life, 
yet the story is called the raising of the 
widow because Jesus restores her to life.  In 
Luke 19 Jesus is walking through Jericho 
and Zacchaeus, you remember Zachaeus, 
“Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee little 
man was he… he climbed up in the 
sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to 
see.”  He was a tax collector, despised by 
others for taking advantage of them, and 
God sees him, Jesus sees him, tells him to 
come down, and goes to eat with him to 
bring him new life.  In Luke 10, a man is 
robbed, beaten, and left for dead on the side 
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of the road.  People in the family of Israel 
refuse to see him, but a Samaritan sees him 
and comes to his aid.  In Luke 15, Jesus tells 
parable of a lost coin and lost sheep.  When 
a coin is lost, a woman sweeps her entire 
home in search of it.  When a sheep is lost, 
the shepherd leaves the 99 behind to search 
for the one.  Later in the chapter a son asks 
for his inheritance early and then goes and 
squanders it, losing everything.  When he 
returns, his father sees him a long way off 
and runs to welcome him home.  Remember 
the older son?  The one who stayed home 
and worked hard?  Remember how upset he 
was?  He’s upset for the same reason as the 
people of Jesus’ hometown synagogue.  
God’s love includes those we don’t want to.   

These parables, these stories, the accounts of 
Elijah and Elisha, they show us that God 
actually has a preference for people who are 
not us.  God’s heart is for those who are not 
a part of the Jewish chosen people, for those 
who are not a part of our Christian family.  

God’s heart is for us too, for sure, don’t get 
me wrong, but God seeks first and foremost 
to reach out, to love, to shine on those who 
are outside of the family.  This may not 
sound like good news, and that’s why Jesus’ 
hometown tried to throw him off a cliff.  But 
it is great news, good news for all people. 

Today’s epiphany is that God’s light and 
love are for all.  Jesus came so that all would 
be gathered into God’s light and love.  What 
difference does it make for us?  We are 
God’s light, God’s light for all.  So where in 
your life do you hesitate to share God’s 
love?  On whom do you hesitate to shine?  
When do you struggle with God’s grace, 
struggling so that you may become more 
willing to throw Jesus off a cliff than accept 
that another would be included in God’s 
love?  Open up those places of darkness.  
Let God’s love get to work.  Let God’s light 
shine.   
   


