
Sermon for January 20th, 2019  Pastor Adam Dichsen 
“Let it Shine – Water to Wine”  page !1

What a difference six months makes!  Just 
26 Sundays ago, exactly half of a year, we 
gathered around a big box of dirt, right here, 
and “broke ground” during worship.  It was 
pouring down rain outside, but nothing 
could dampen our spirits as we took shovels 
in our hands and placed ourselves in God’s 
hands, giving thanks and seeking blessing as 
we embarked on a building project that 
doesn’t just add and improve building space, 
but impacts our mission and ministry.  If 
you’ve only seen the project from Sunday 
mornings, it’s like one of those time lapse 
videos with just 26 frames showing 
accelerated progress… from a big hole in 
the ground to a poured foundation to floor 
joists to walls to roof trusses to shingling, 
then the guts with the plumbing and 
electrical and drywall and paint and now 
flooring as progress marches on.   

If you just see it on Sundays, you miss out 
on an important aspect of the lifeblood of 
this project… the workers!  On any given 
day last week, there were about 20 workers 
here: the carpenters, electrician, plumber, 
heating and cooling, fire and security, 
drywall crew, and the flooring guy who 
works nights so that he can get his work 
done without being in the way of all the 
others.  Needless to say, it’s been a bit 
chaotic!  Each of the workers is different 
with their own expertise, but one thing they 
all have in common is that they make noise!   

For the past couple of months, that noise has 
increased as the walls between our offices 
and the new addition have been removed 
and replaced with temporary walls 
consisting of a sheet of drywall and a sheet 
of plastic.  And it’s not just the cacophony of 
hammers and saws and machinery, but as it 
turns out, different workers have different 

music preferences!  There are classic rock 
days when the carpenters are in control of 
the radio.  We’ve had mariachi days when 
the Mexican drywall crew had their way 
with the music… and boy does music move 
you… it’s hard to sit still and not crave chips 
and salsa!  Just last week, someone new 
must have gotten to the radio first because 
we had two days of nothing but country.     

For me, some days I’ve opted to take my 
laptop to the coffee shop or work from home 
or leave it behind all together and show up 
at your door or office.  For Renee, well, 
Renee doesn’t even have an office here right 
now!  Hers has been demolished leaving her 
working from home for the next couple of 
weeks.  And poor Kris, she’s had no choice 
but to stay here through it all.  She’s found 
her ways to cope though.  Some days I walk 
up to her desk and start talking to her, a 
couple of sentences in she holds up a finger, 
reaches to her ears, and pulls out of couple 
of ear plugs!   The crew has been very 
accommodating, keeping it down when they 
knew we have special events, and we’ve 
found that they can be easily bribed with a 
platter of cookies. 

One day a worker warned us that we’d be 
without internet for a couple of hours.  No 
problem, I could live without internet for a 
while, right?  Wrong!!!  I didn’t realize how 
dependent I had become on having instant 
access to email, a web-based calendar, and 
my BFF, google!  Even though there were 
plenty of other things I could do while 
unplugged, simply knowing that I was cut 
off from the rest of the world was enough to 
make me feel uneasy as things came to a 
screeching halt.   
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Today we hear about a wedding celebration 
that came to a screeching halt.  It was a 
wedding celebration in Cana of Galilee and 
Jesus and his mother were there.  Wedding 
banquets in Jesus’ day were times of great 
celebration.  Today, much time is spent on 
the guest list and deciding who is going to 
be invited.  In Jesus’ day, it was simple, 
everyone was invited!  The entire 
community would show up and not just for 
an hour or two, but oftentimes the 
celebration would go on for days.  Today, 
couples decide whether their reception will 
be an open bar, cash bar, or no bar.  Not in 
Jesus’ day.  It was always an open bar, and 
this wedding was no exception, that is, until 
the wine ran out.  Given the climate and 
culture, that there was little access to clean 
water, the large number of wedding guests, 
and the extended duration of the feast, the 
lack of wine at a wedding was a serious 
problem.  The inability to provide what the 
guests needed was a failure in hospitality 
that would bring shame on the wedding 
hosts.  Their failure to provide could be a 
sign of a lack of their own resources or also 
a lack of community support.  It was ancient 
custom for guests to bring wedding gifts in 
the form of food and drink to share the 
burden of providing for such a large group.  
Either way, this was major black eye on the 
family.   

But Jesus and his mother were there, and 
remember, we are in the season of epiphany, 
the season between Christmas and Lent 
where a light shines to help us see more 
clearly who Jesus is, why he came, and what 
difference it makes in our lives.  Last week 
it was Arnold and Jesus.  I told the epiphany 
story of brushing shoulders with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as I walked past him on the 
street.  It was an epiphany story because I 

didn’t even notice him until a friend opened 
my eyes and pointed him out.  I compared it 
to Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, how it took a 
voice from heaven and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove for people to see who this 
Jesus really was.  Today we hear an 
epiphany story from John.  John’s gospel has 
no traditional birth story, no baptism of 
Jesus, but a series of miraculous signs, signs 
that point to Jesus in epiphanic ways, 
opening our eyes to see more clearly who he 
is, why he came, and the difference it makes 
for us.   

Back to the wedding.  The wine ran out and 
after a brief exchange with his mother, Jesus 
is persuaded to take action.  He calls upon 
the stewards to take some enormous jars and 
fill them with water, then draw some out and 
take it to the chief steward.  When they did, 
they found that the water had been turned to 
wine, and not just any wine, but the best 
wine.   

What is the epiphany here?  Some say it’s 
that their eyes are opened to see that Jesus 
needs to be on the invite list to their 
wedding!  No, it’s more than that.  Jesus 
needs to be on the invite list for our entire 
lives.   

There are times in our lives when the wine 
runs out, times when things come to a 
screeching halt.  It may be a minor 
inconvenience like the internet going out.  It 
may be something more serious:  a health 
diagnosis, an accident, a financial strain, a 
change in job, the death of a loved one.  
Maybe this day after day of cloudy weather 
is getting to you.  Maybe the way the 
extreme cold takes your breath away.  
Maybe you can’t explain it, you can’t put 
your finger on it, but for some reason, 
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you’re just feeling empty and alone.  The 
wine has run out.  Check your pulse.  If your 
heart is beating, one of these things will 
happen to you!   

But today we have an epiphany.  At the 
wedding, Jesus takes ordinary water and 
turns it to wine, not just any wine, but the 
best wine.  In the gospel of John, a spotlight 
shines on Jesus for all to see who he is, why 
he came, and what it means for us.  Jesus is 
the source of abundant life.  He came to 
open the door to that abundant life.  This 
abundance, this gift, is for each of us when 
we are empty and dry. 

Today we gather at the font with Evelyn 
Marie.  We look at this beautiful child and 
it’s almost a crime to think that such a loved 
and cherished baby would ever experience 
emptiness, but she will.  Evelyne’s wine will 
run out, but that’s where we come in.  When 

her wine runs out, we are to remind her of 
today, January 20th, 2019, when her parents 
brought her to the font and made promises to 
lead her in the faith.  When her godparents 
stood with her and made promises to support 
and pray for her.  When we made promises 
to care for and nurture her spiritual journey.  
When God made a promise, a promise that 
this water would never run out.  The wine of 
Evelyn’s life will run out, but when it does, 
we reminder her of the promises that were 
made today, and God will turn water to wine 
again. 

So, when life comes to a screeching halt, 
when your wine has run out, look to the 
font.  Know that in baptism your jars have 
been filled to overflowing, and Jesus is the 
one who turns our water into wine. 
   


