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I’ve told you before about my two summers 
working as a counselor at a Lutheran 
summer camp in the Sawtooth Mountains of 
Idaho.  We were in the middle of nowhere, 
situated between two towns.  Thirty minutes 
to the north was Stanley, a rugged mountain 
town with a population of 63… that’s right, 
63!  An hour to the south was the town of 
Sun Valley, a beautiful ski resort town with a 
booming population of 1,400.  Sun Valley is 
a star-studded community well known as a 
hideout for celebrities.  Some of its residents 
include Mark Zuckerberg (the founder of 
facebook), Adam West (aka the original 
batman), Tom Hanks, Oprah Winfrey, 
Warren Buffet, Clint Eastwood, Bruce 
Willis, Bill Gates… the list goes on and on.   

When a week at camp would come to a 
close, us counselors would have Saturday 
afternoons free and often would head down 
to Sun Valley for some civilization, ice 
cream, and the possibility of spotting a 
celebrity.  One day we were walking down 
the street, I was absorbed in an ice cream 
cone or something, and I brushed right by 
this huge guy that took up half of the 
sidewalk.  My friend grabbed me by the arm 
and yanked me to a halt.  The look in his 
eyes made it clear that I had missed 
something.  He pointed back over his 
shoulder and as I watched the broad-
shouldered man walk away, my friend 
whispered, “Arnold Schwarzenegger!”  You 
know, Arnold, the body builder, California 
governor, and actor who starred in 
Terminator (“I’ll be back!”), Twins 
(“Yakkety yak, don’t talk back”), and 
Kindergarten Cop (“It’s not a tumor!”).  
There, on a sidewalk in Sun Valley, Idaho, I 
literally rubbed elbows with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, but I didn’t even notice 
him!  It was thanks to my friend giving me 

an epiphany, getting my attention, pointing 
him out, and opening my eyes to see him. 

Today is our second Sunday in the season of 
Epiphany, a season where our eyes are 
opened to see Jesus in new ways.  Last week 
it was the Magi coming to see Jesus, 
following the star, helping us see that Jesus 
came not for the insiders, not for the 
outsiders, but for all people.  Today we get 
to wade in the water with Jesus and John.   

Imagine that you were there.  You were there 
in the river with John.  You went to be 
baptized as well, not the pristine, Lutheran 
baptism we are about to be a part of today, 
with a white gown and little bowl of water.  
John’s baptism was an act of commitment, 
for the repentance of sins, sloshing around 
the muddy Jordan with a crowd of others.  
Imagine that you were there too, in that 
muddy water, and now it’s your turn.  John 
grabs you by the shoulders.  He tells you to 
take a deep breath.  You fill your lungs with 
air, noticing the strong stench of sweat and 
his camel hair tunic.  Then he pulls you 
down, dunking you completely under the 
water.  It is meant to symbolize the death of 
your sinful self, but it’s becoming all too 
real as your lungs begin to burn for oxygen.  
Then, as suddenly as he pulled you under, he 
pulls you up.  Your mouth gapes open as you 
gasp for air, your lungs filling with fresh 
oxygen.  With that breath, the way it soothes 
your burning lungs, you feel filled with new 
life, as if you have been born again, and you 
commit to live a life of repentance, turning 
away from sin and following God.  You 
wipe the muddy water out of your eyes and 
catch a glimpse of the guy next to you.  He’s 
next.  John dunks him under, pulls him up, 
and when he comes up, he grabs your arm to 
steady himself.  You think nothing of it at 
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the time, but then, when you all return to the 
shore, something incredible happens.  The 
heavens open, the Holy Spirit descends in 
the form of a dove, right there, right on that 
man who grabbed your arm.  Then a voice 
calls out from the heavens, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.”   

It was him!  The guy beside you in the river!  
He was the one John spoke of, the one of 
whom John was not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals!  The one who will 
baptize with Holy Spirit and fire!  The 
messiah!  Jesus!   

Okay, it’s probably sacrilegious to compare 
an experience of walking by Arnold 
Schwarzenegger with being baptized next to 
Jesus, but it’s another epiphany.   Whether 
you were there in the river with John or 
reading about it 2,000 years later, when 
God’s voice speaks from the heavens, when 
the Holy Spirit takes the form of a dove and 
descends, our eyes are opened to see who 
this Jesus really is.  He is God’s Son, the 
beloved.  Jesus’ identity is revealed.  The 
same is true with our baptisms.  It doesn’t 
matter if it’s full immersion in a muddy river 
or handfuls of water at a font, at our 
baptism, an epiphany takes place.  An 
epiphany takes, not just so that we can see 
more clearly who Jesus is, but so that we can 
see more clearly who we are!        

In our baptism, we see more clearly that we 
share in Christ’s death and resurrection.  
From Romans 6:4, “We were therefore 
buried with Him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too may live a new life.”  In our baptism, our 
eyes are opened to see that we are adopted 
and as children of God we are heirs of all 
that God has to give.  From Titus 3:5-8, “He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured 
out on us generously through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, so that, having been justified by 
His grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life.”  In our baptism, 
our eyes are opened to see that we have 
salvation.  From Mark 16:16, “Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved.”  In 
our baptism, our eyes are opened to see our 
identity, to see ourselves not as what we see 
when we look in the mirror, but to see Christ 
in us.  From Galatians 2:20, “And it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me.” 

We are blessed this season of Epiphany with 
a number of baptisms to help open our eyes.  
Ava Ayling just two weeks ago, Stella 
Shipman in February, Evelyne Street next 
Sunday, and Carter Hish today.  And in just 
a moment, Bret and Jennifer will bring 
Carter to this font.  It may not be the muddy 
Jordan River, and we may not see a 
descending dove or hear a voice from the 
heavens, but in the water and the word, our 
eyes will be opened to see Christ.  An 
epiphany takes place to help us see the 
greatness and faithfulness of God and our 
eyes are opened so that we can see Carter, 
and each of us, sharing in Christ’s death and 
resurrection, adopted as children of God and 
heirs of hope, saved by the washing of 
rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
and filled with Christ who lives in us.   
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