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Do the names Bill Anders, Frank 
Borman, and Jim Lovell ring a bell to 
you?  Where were they 50 years ago 
today?  They were aboard the Apollo 
8 spacecraft, finishing out their 10 
orbits around the moon, and making 
their return journey to earth.  During 
one of their moon orbits, they gave a 
Christmas Eve broadcast in which 
they read the first 10 verses of 
Genesis and captured the iconic 
“earthrise” photo of the earth rising 
beyond the horizon of the moon.  
This successful mission paved the 
way for other future missions, one 
that will have it’s 50th anniversary on 
July 20th.   

It was Apollo 11 that for the first time 
deployed a small lunar module to 
land on the surface of the moon, a 
small lunar module carrying Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin.  
Then, at 9:39 p.m. Jacksonville time, 
Neil Armstrong stepped out of the 
lunar module, down the ladder, and 
set his foot on the moon.  The words 
he spoke rang around the world and 
echoed in nearly every American 
home – “That’s one small step for 
man, and one giant leap for 
mankind!”  One small step for man – 
one giant leap for mankind. 

Today, December 25, 2018, 9:?? 
Jacksonville time.  We gather to 
celebrate another successful mission.  
We gather to celebrate God’s 
Christmas mission, when God took 
on flesh and was birthed into the 

world, a helpless, innocent, baby.  
God took on flesh, Emmanuel, God 
with us.  And in that moment, a 
similar phrase rang throughout the 
entire universe and echoed in every 
human soul – “That’s one small step 
for God, but one giant leap for 
humankind!” 

Why did God take such a step?  
According to our Christmas readings, 
Jesus came to be much longed for 
and needed messiah, our savior.  In 
Luke, the Angels sang, “Glory to 
God” and that this baby would bring 
“Peace on Earth.”  In Hebrews, we 
read that Jesus is “the reflection of 
God’s glory, the exact imprint of 
God’s very being,” and that he came 
“for the purification of sins,” that we 
might have forgiveness through 
God’s grace given to us in Jesus 
Christ.  Isaiah spoke of God bringing 
peace and good news, comfort and 
salvation.  And in the gospel of John, 
we read that Jesus came to bring light 
and life to a world filled with 
darkness.  Indeed, “One small step 
for God, but one giant leap for 
humankind!” 

But, every Christmas is different.  
Hearing these readings again, 
gathering for these celebrations 
again, every year is different for me 
because every year I am different.  
This year, in the context of 
witnessing my nephew becoming a 
father, and getting to know a father 
whose heart has broken over the loss 
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of his son, I’m hearing these readings 
from the perspective of a father.   

There are times when my kids are 
playing in the other room and all of 
the sudden I hear whimpering cries 
and the sound of feet running across 
the floor.  These are not the beautiful 
feet of Isaiah, feet that bring good 
news, but the feet of one with a 
broken spirit because of something 
hurtful that was said or done.  My 
role is to comfort the broken spirit 
and to correct the behavior that 
caused the hurt.  The world today 
abounds with whimpering cries, feet 
running, and broken spirits due to 
hurtful words and actions.  God took 
that small so that we could take a 
giant leap, to comfort us in our pain, 
to help us see our faults, to correct 
our hurtful behavior, and to enlist us 
in the work set things right. 

There are other times when I hear 
someone call from across the house 
“Daddy, can you help me?”  
Someone can’t get a lego piece to fit 
or figure out a math problem, so I 
step in to help.  Not a day goes by 
that we don’t need to ask for help and 
seek God in prayer.  God’s small step 
gives us one on whom we can call in 
every time of need.   

Last weekend when I saw my nephew 
holding his two week old baby, or 
when I see the friend who no longer 
has his child to hold, and when I hold 

my own kids close, I am 
overwhelmed with a love so great 
that it aches as it wells up inside so 
that my heart would seem to burst!  
God took a small step, a small step to 
take on flesh, a small step to be born 
into this world, because of love.  In 
an act of unparalleled, unfathomable, 
unconditional, inseparable love, God 
took a small step that is a giant leap 
for us so that we would always know 
that we are loved by our Heavenly 
Father.   

In love, God took that small step and 
was born in Bethlehem, Bethlehem – 
Bet Lehem – literally, “House of 
Flesh,” or “House of Bread.”  God 
came from heaven above literally into 
a house of flesh, a human body.  God 
came down from heaven above 
literally into a house of bread.  God 
came down not only to give us life, 
but to become the bread of life, to 
give us light and life, to give us grace 
and forgiveness, to show us the way, 
to help us, and to love us, yes, but 
also to give us this (hold up bread on 
the altar). 

God came From Heaven Above, born 
into a house of flesh, a house of 
bread, to become the bread of life and 
cup of blessing that takes away the 
sin of the world. 

Now that’s “One small step for God, 
and one giant step for humankind!”   


