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In response to God’s grace flowing
through Christ, we grow in faith and
show Christ’s love.

Building the Church
while Building the
Church
by Pastor Adam

service and generous giving (making
things possible that weren’t possible
before), and sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ with the world… just to
name a few. I am the first to share how
incredibly exciting it is to see church
building happening here through
construction and renovation, but let us
not neglect the church building that is
to take place continually.

Every day, all around town, on the
street or on the phone, with friends,
family, strangers, even from the cashier
at Aldi (she sometimes delivers our altar Here is where I would like your help.
flowers), I hear the question, “How is Where do you see our Faith Family
the c hurc h building coming ?” engaged in church building? Where do
Hmmm… I don’t
you see new opportunities
exactly know how to Just because there is for church building?
answer. Do I tell about
Where is church building
the plans and progress? a construction crew lacking and in need of
The new classrooms,
on site does not
strengthening? Where can
fellowship space, and mean this is the only we increase our witness?
kitchen? The hard work
How can we more
and generous support time we are building effectively tell the good
across our entire
the church.
news of Jesus Christ with
congregation? God’s
the world?
faithfulness in providing
all we have needed to get to this point? I’ll be honest, this is where the hard
I’ve done each of these, but I also want work begins. It is easier to hire a crew
to say more. Just because there is a with skilled workers and special
construction crew on site doesn’t mean equipment to do the building for us.
that this is the only time we are building When it comes to the brick and mortar,
that’s just fine, but when it comes to the
the church.
flesh and blood of the church, the
Church building is what we have always church for which Jesus gave his flesh
been about, but not with bricks and and blood, we are the workers.
mortar. We are called to continually
build the church in many ways: by Thank you for your support and
providing and participating in word and partnership as we begin this building
sacrament ministry, through personal project, and together, let us build the
devotion, relational discipleship, acts of church while we build the church!
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Sermon Series: “Laying a Firm Foundation in Faith”
It’s finally happening!
The
foundation is being laid for our
building project. But as we have
mentioned before, it’s about more
than brick and mortar. We are to
be about building the church while
we are building the church. We
can look outside the sanctuary west
window and see how construction
workers are laying a foundation,

but in the sanctuary, in our homes,
at school, on the streets, and with
family and friends, we are to be at
work laying a firm foundation in
faith.

In September our lectionary
readings guide us in this work. The
book of James gives us words of
challenge as we examine our
actions. Last month you were
asked to read the book of
September 2: “Our Actions”
September 9: “Our Hospitality”
Ephesians, this month take time
September 16: “Our Words”
to dig into James… it’s one
September 23: “Our Selflessness”
chapter shorter than Ephesians!
September 30: “Jesus, Our Cornerstone” Martin Luther in his introduction

Jesus, You’re my firm foundation,
I know I can stand secure.
Jesus, You’re my firm foundation,
I put my hope in your holy Word,
I put my hope in your holy Word.
From the song, “Firm Foundation”

to the New Testament described
the book of James as an “epistle of
straw,” claiming it contained no
gospel or good news, but only
demands of the law. We will pair
James with gospel readings from
Mark as we discover the good news
that indeed comes from the
building of a firm foundation.

Fall Stewardship Campaign: “Jesus, Our Cornerstone”
Every Fall we invite our Faith Family to reflect on financial stewardship, but what are we really asking? A
commitment to financially support the ministry and mission of our congregation is certainly important to our work
together, but there is something more foundational. What aspects of our foundation compel us to give? Is it the
example of others? Is it for the joy of giving? Is it in grateful response to what we have been given?
In Ephesians 2:19-22, we read that we are built on a foundation that goes way back, and Jesus is the cornerstone.
If our foundation is weak and if we have no solid cornerstone, our walls will crumble. This campaign is not simply
a request to give, but an invitation for each of us to focus on the foundation and
cornerstone we have in Jesus. Strengthening this focus will impact much more
than our ability to fund ministry, it will change our lives and strengthen the
witness of the church through the power of the cross and empty tomb.
At the end of this month you will receive a packet inviting you to focus on your
foundation of faith and Jesus your cornerstone. Please prayerfully reflect on
how these influence your life in various ways. In October, we will have an
opportunity to commit to building on that foundation through our stewardship.

Music Rehearsals Resume

Fall is upon us and it is time for choir rehearsals to begin again!
There are several opportunities to lend your voices and musical gifts to serve in the music program at Faith.
•

The Exaltation Ringers is a full bell choir that rings in worship monthly and rehearses every other
Wednesday at 5:45 pm beginning September 12.

•

The Faith Singers is a group of singers and musicians who accompany our contemporary worship services.
Rehearsals are at 5:45 pm on the Wednesdays when there is no bell rehearsal. We are always looking for more
guitar players and other instrumentalists to join us!

•

The Chancel Choir sings at our traditional worship service twice a month. Rehearsals resume Wednesday,
September 5 at 7:00 pm. We sing a variety of music including choral arrangements, hymns, and gospel.

These choirs are a wonderful way to serve in worship. If you have any questions, please let me know.
Jean Welch
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In response to God’s grace flowing in Christ,

Faithful Happenings…what’s new?
On July 29, the rain was falling outside, but the sun shone in the sanctuary as we gathered for our ceremonial
ground breaking to kick off the construction of our building project. To avoid a mess of mud, dirt from the
building site was brought indoors for the service of prayer, thanksgiving, and digging.
“Here in this place, ground was first
broken in 1956 for the construction of
a house of worship for Faith
Evangelical
Lutheran
Church.
Workers carefully built a building of
brick and mortar, but beyond bricks
and mortar, God carefully built a
congregation for the sake of God’s
mission. We gather here again on this
ground as we join in prayer for the
construction and renovations that lie
ahead, but beyond bricks and mortar,
we pray for God’s mission and the
ways God is continuing to build and
mold us into a Faith Family that
responds to God’s grace flowing in
Baptism by growing in faith and
showing Christ’s love.”

On August 6 (a much drier day), we gathered outdoors with special
guest Bishop S. John Roth from the synod and numerous guests
from the community for another opportunity for prayer and blessing.

we grow in faith and show Chris’s love.
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Faith Flows… we are one body in Christ.
Faith Family Update
On Wednesday, August 15, our Faith Family gathered for the funeral of JoAnn
West. JoAnn was a charter member of our congregation and frequently told
stories of before a church building was constructed, worshipping in the
parsonage basement on Superior St. where her brother played the organ. She
and her husband, Richard, were married in the living room of the old Faith
Lutheran parsonage on Clay. If you would like to learn more about JoAnn, her
interview is in the May edition of our newsletter.
We give thanks to God for JoAnn and her role in helping to “build the church”
to what we are today!

Food Center

Thank You

In an article in the Journal Courier last July, Morgan
County was designated to the “warning list” on the new
state poverty report. Melissa Hall, the administrator of
the Jacksonville Area Food Center, said she feels the
community recognizes and understands food insecurity,
which often results in needed donations, but there still is
a need for more resources. “Churches are a huge portion
of what we do; without our churches we wouldn’t make
it.” This tells us how our Faith Lutheran church’s
concern, love, and empathy contributes to an important
great need.
Faith Lutheran Church supports the Jacksonville Area
Community Food Center by collecting on the first
Sunday of each month and delivering to the Food Center
on the following Monday. You can place your donated
food items at any time in the patterned blue totes under
the table near the Food Center station in the gathering
area. Cash donations can be placed in the envelopes
found on the sign-up table in the gathering area. Just
check the line for Jacksonville Food Center on the
envelope and place in the offering plate. If you donate
by check, please make the check payable to Faith
Lutheran Church with a notation that the donation is for
the Food Center. A check so designated may also be put
in the offering plate. Money donations for the month are
totaled, and one check is sent to the Food Center.
In July, Faith Lutheran Church donated $190.50 in
food and $115 in money. Thank you to all who helped
feed the hungry.
Lillian Korous

A special thank you to Linda Finkle, Kim Heise,
Kris Roth, Connie Scarbrough, Karen Sibert, and
Kay and Sharon Woodworth for providing food
and helping at the funeral meal for JoAnn West.
The family was very pleased and appreciated all the
love and support. Thank you again for all your
help. Diane Craig

In June, Faith Lutheran Church donated $35.00 in food
and $135.00 in money. Thank you to all who helped feed
the hungry.
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Coffee Time
Uncountable. That is the number of
miracles we are given by God every
day. Some tiny, some huge, all miracles,
never the less. The exquisite wings of
the dragonfly, the beauty of a male
yellow wild canary who drinks from
our fountain 8 feet away from us, the
magnificent silvery clouds across the
sunrise, Woody, a red -headed
woodpecker who comes to our maple and calls for us
to throw him a peanut in the shell, the crimson of my
mandevilla, the heavenly smell of Mr. Lincoln, my rose
bush. Also, Kay beside me in our swing chair on our
back deck, both of us enjoying a cup of Fair Trade
Equal Exchange Breakfast Blend coffee. These are all
miracles I was given this morning before 6:30 am. I
will try to be even more aware of my God-given
miracles as the day passes. Perhaps we all can be.
Enjoy the last days of summer and the first days of fall
this month.
May God bless, Sharon Woodworth

In response to God’s grace flowing in Christ,

Faith Grows… Education and Discipleship
Faith Adventures - come adventure with us this Fall!
Arenzville Burgoo - Friday, September 7
Join Faith Friends on an
adventure to the
Arenzville Burgoo!
Meet at Faith at 10:30
am to take a scenic ride
to Arenzville for some
“World
Famous
Burgoo”—or perhaps at
least some pie. Please
let Renee Leifheit know
if you plan to attend: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 2439173.

Steam Show - Friday, September 28
Join
Faith
Friends on an
adventure
to
explore the 49th
A n n u a l
Prairieland
Heritage
Fall
Festival
and
Steam Show.
Meet at Faith at
10:30 am to carpool. The ham and bean lunch is a
favorite at the show, while many other selections will
also be available. Please let Renee know if you plan to
attend: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173.

Monday Movie

Come enjoy a pot-luck
lunch and the faith-based movie, I Can Only Imagine on
Monday, September 24 at 11:00. I Can Only Imagine is
based on the true story of Bart Millard, the lead singer
of the popular Christian band,
Mercy Me. The movie reminds
us that, “We all have broken
places inside. All of us stand in
need of redemption. All of us
have hurt others, and have been
hurt by them… It challenges
and inspires viewers to forgive
others and to ask for
forgiveness ourselves in the
ways that we have failed
others.” Bring a friend and a
dish to share! See you then!!

Food, Faith and Friends

Looking for a
way to keep in touch with some Faith friends during
your busy week? Join a new
monthly lunch group
whenever you can between
11:30-1:30 for a dose of
food, faith and friends. On
September 21, we will meet
at Norma’s North Star Café
at 211 E. Court Street in
Jacksonville.
we grow in faith and show Chris’s love.

Small Group Gatherings
Monday
All women of Faith are invited to
Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the month
(September 10) at 6:00 p.m.
for pizza and fellowship.
Tuesday
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.
at McDonald’s for Bible study,
breakfast, and bonding.
Wednesday
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.
at Faith to share where we have seen God, give
thanks for answered prayer,
and pray together.

Blood Pressure Screening September 16th
Newsletter Deadline September 16th
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Faith Shows… living out God’s mission.
End of Year Giving - Prairie Council on Aging
This year, Faith gave $500 to Prairie Council on Aging,
an organization committed to providing seniors with
the coordination of social services. They plan to use
this money to help cover costs for their annual County
Market Sweep fundraiser, allowing every ticket sold to
be complete profit for their senior nutrition programs
feeding over 1,000 seniors home-delivered meals.
Prairie Council on Aging utilizes two programs to
provide these meals. Doorbell Dinners serves 20,000
meals annually, and Bread of Love serves 50,000 meals
annually. Faith Lutheran Church has committed to
providing volunteers for Doorbell Dinner delivery 2-3

weeks per year, and several of our members are
involved with Bread of Love. If you would like to
assist with either of these services, contact the church
office. Nancy Thorsen, the Executive Director, says,
“The satisfaction received is knowing seniors are fed,
yes, but also visited to combat isolation. These two
programs truly feed those hungry in body and soul.
Thank you for your part in this work!”

Jacksonville Correctional Center
Clothes Closet

New Directions Shelter Meals

Faith is collecting gently-used men's clothing, socks,
and shoes of all sizes to donate to the "Clothes Closet"
program at the Jacksonville Correctional Center. This
program helps to equip newly-released offenders for
their new lives with a little confidence. The “Clothes
Closet” is currently in desperate need of shoes of
all types and sizes. If you have new or gently-used
men’s shoes that you are willing to donate, please drop
them by the church or contact the church. If you don’t
have any spare shoes sitting around, a donation could
be made to purchase shoes from local thrift and resale
stores. Questions? Contact Renee Leifheit
dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173.

Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon
will be held again this year on Columbus Day (Monday,
October 8) from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Watch the
gathering area this month (around September 9) for: Signup sheets – we couldn’t do this without you preparing
food and working in so many ways — Thank You!; and
Tickets to purchase for yourself or to take to sell.
Page 6

Faith’s end-of-year giving is made possible by the
generous giving of all our members. For years, our
congregation has chosen to give a portion of our
remaining funds to worthy organizations. Thank you for
your generous support of our shared ministry!

Faith provides a meal to those in need
on the second Sunday each month.
New Directions is a shelter for homeless individuals
and families in our community that currently houses 810 people. Faith has supported this ministry in many
ways, from Christmas gifts to deer meat. We provide a
meal for shelter residents on the second Sunday of
each month. The meals are currently planned for
about 8-10 people and consist of sloppy joes, buns, a
salad, a potato dish, a dessert, and drinks. Our next
date to provide a meal is Sunday, September 9. A signup sheet for future months is available in the church
gathering area.

Our best advertising is YOU! Please talk about our Soup,
Salad, & Dessert Luncheon to family, friends, neighbors,
co-workers, etc. Spread the word! If you can take some
tickets to sell or put up some posters for us, that would be
great! Questions? Contact Barb Davenport (243-6143),
Terri Kimler (473-5787), Patty Nelson (653-3105), Kris
Roth (243-7314), or Karen Sibert (243-4631).
In response to God’s grace flowing in Christ,

Youth and Family
Blessing of Backpacks and Briefcases September 2nd
Students and teachers of all ages and grades are invited to
bring your backpacks and briefcases to our worship service
on Sunday, September 2. We will give thanks for the
vocations of teaching and learning and ask God’s blessings
on our students and teachers as we begin a new academic
year. This is a great opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor,
or colleague to worship. Printed blessings will be available
to take home and share with others.

Sunday School Begins September 9th
Our Sunday School classes begin on Sunday, September 9. Our
youngest children, Kindergarten through grade 2, will be in the
classroom at the bottom of the ramp near the South entrance.
Grades 3-5 will meet in the classroom just outside the doors to
the sanctuary. Confirmation (grades 6-8) and youth will meet in
the basement. Adults will meet in the library.

Giving of Bibles September 30th Combined Service
In our baptismal promises, parents, sponsors, and congregation commit to placing the Word
of God in the hands of the newly baptized. We want to ensure our children have Bibles for
Sunday School, worship, and their own devotion. At our combined service on Sunday,
September 30, 9:30 am, we will give Bibles to our children who have not yet
received them. If you or someone you know would like a Bible at this time,
please contact the church office.

Praying for Middle-School and
High School Adolescents
Parish Life Coordinator Renee Leifheit is assembling a resource for direction
on praying for and mentoring our youth. It includes suggestions on:
1. Praying for teens to be surrounded by wise counselors.
2. Praying for teens to have a heart for God.
3. Praying for protection and peace for teens.
4. Praying for teens to seek wisdom and become wise.
5. Praying for teens to have a calm heart and rest well at night.
6. Praying for teens to have loyal, positive, faithful friends.
7. Praying for favor on teens.
Stay tuned as this resource becomes available soon, but start praying now!

we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.

Page 7

Faith Lutheran Church
1385 W. Walnut
Jacksonville, IL 62650
www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com
email: faithlutheran62650@frontier.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Jacksonville, IL 62650
Permit No. 300

“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.”
September Worship Schedule
Final Outdoor service of the summer, Sept. 2
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service with
band and ASL interpretation;
Outdoors (weather permitting)
Beginning Sept. 9, the early service moves
indoors and begins at 8:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ

Our Staff

Pastor - Adam Dichsen
Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit
Music Director - Jean Welch
Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner & Allie Snodgrass
Secretary - Kris Roth
Custodian - Diane Craig

Barb Davenport (Capital Campaign chair), Kevin
Krohe (Building Committee chair), Bishop S.
John Roth, Diane Storey (Council President)

Ambitious
groundbreakers…
no need for
a backhoe!

Work day to
empty basement

