
 

 

attention has been taken to ensure this 
entire project has been built on a firm 
foundation – a foundation of prayer.  
There have been committee meetings, 
cottage meetings, and council 
meetings… casual conversations in 
kitchens, yards, restaurants, offices, and 
everywhere in between.  But the most 
important conversations have been 
those with God in prayer.   

     Our Faith Family responded to our 
Abiding in Faith 
capital campaign 
with tremendous 
support. We abide 
in Christ, like 
branches to a 
vine, for apart 
from him we can 
do nothing.  And 
beneath it all has 
been a foundation 
of prayer.  Prayer 
has been what 
guides, 
strengthens, and 
unites us.  It has 
been poured thick 

and deep and will never fail.  And now, 
in the year ahead, we get to build on 
that foundation, but don’t think that the 
prayer can stop.  Continue to pray for 
the safe and swift completion of our 
building project.  Also, let’s commit to 
prayer as we lay a new foundation, a 
foundation for the future of our 
ministry together.     

What are You 
Standing On? 
by Pastor Adam 

     Over the past two years, I have 
learned more about a church building 
project than I ever thought was 
possible!  From listening to dreams and 
desires from committees, visiting with 
members about excitement and 
concerns, working 
with architects, 
engineers, lawyers, 
contractors… I 
feel like those 
who first went to 
Jesus’ empty 
tomb, you know, 
the ones who fled 
in “terror and 
amazement.”  
One thing I 
appreciate now 
more than ever is 
the importance of 
a good 
foundation.  The 
new addition itself is going to sit on 
solid concrete foundation walls a foot 
thick and at places over eleven feet 
deep.  For the first three weeks of 
construction, it will look like little is 
being done.  But rest assured, time and 
attention is being taken to ensure this 
building is built on a firm foundation.   

     For the past two years, time and 
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Weddings We congratulate 

and give thanks to God for these 
newlyweds from our Faith Family.  
Please lift them up in prayer. 
 
Kyle and Abby (Heise) Leckrone 

and  
Cole and Megan (Lynn) Street 
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A Point to Ponder   
The Good Samaritan  

     At the close of VBS, the youth presented the story 

of the Good Samaritan in skit and song -- with  lots of 

loud sound effects :-)  Together we learned about what 

it means to be a “Good Samaritan” to our neighbors.  

The first step often requires taking a walk across the 

room or down the street to meet a neighbor.  That 

friendship opens the door to opportunities to share the 

love of Christ with them in word and deed.  

     The experience brought to mind the hymn “Am I 

My Brother’s Keeper?*”  While the wording is 

outdated, the words remain relevant.    
 

'Am I my brother's keeper?'— the muttered cry was  
drowned 

by Abel's life-blood shouting in silence from the ground. 

 

 

For no man is an island divided from the main, 

the bell which tolled for Abel tolled equally for Cain. 
 

The ruler called for water and thought his hands were 
clean. 

Christ counted less than order, the man than the 
machine. 

The crowd cried, 'Crucify him!', their malice wouldn't 
budge, 

so Pilate called for water, and history's his judge. 
 

As long as people hunger, as long as people thirst, 

and ignorance and illness and warfare do their worst, 

as long as there's injustice in any of God's lands, 

I am my brother's keeper, I dare not wash my hands. 
 

*tune by Reginald Barrett-Ayres; words by Ian Ferguson. 

1967.  Taken from The Hymnal of the United Church of 

Christ.  United Church Press.  Philadelphia, 1974 

I so very much enjoyed our Summer 
Sermon series on “Who is My 
Neighbor?”!  It was great to reflect on 
how we love our neighbors, from our 
family and friends to those beyond our 
sight around the globe.  In August we 
will hear the Apostle Paul’s urge in 
Ephesians 4:1 to “lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been 
called.”   

In a time when we find 
ourselves so easily divided, 
God is calling us to live in love 
and unity.  We seek to emulate 
peop le  of  power  and 
popularity, but we are called to 
imitate God in humility, 
gentleness, patience, and peace.  
The choice is before us to live 
wisely or foolishly.  And God 

arms us with spiritual armor, 
both on the outside and in, 
to guard and guide us.   

Come to the table and be fed 
with the bread of life, come and discover what it means to live lives 

worthy of God’s calling.   

Sermon Series: 
“Living a Life Worthy of  Our Calling” 

August   5: “Living in Love and Unity” 
August 12: “Living as Imitators of God” 
August 19: “Living Wisely or Living  
  Foolishly” 
August 26: “Living in the Armor of God” 



 

 

Faithful Happenings…what’s new? 

 

Food Center  That our Faith Family follows Jesus’ 

commandment “Love thy neighbor” was heartwarmingly 
obvious based on the large amount of donated food 
delivered to the Food Center in early July.  If you have extra 
produce from your garden, please consider donating them to 
the Food Center, as well.   The address is 316 E. State St. a 
block and ½ east of the square, on the north side of the 
street.  Please consider donating food or money as often as 
possible. 

     Faith Lutheran Church supports the Jacksonville Area 
Community Food Center by collecting on the first Sunday of 
each month and delivering them to the Food Center on the 
following Monday. You can place your donated food items 
at any time in the patterned blue totes under the table near 
the Food Center station in the gathering area. Cash 
donations can be placed in the envelopes found on the sign-
up table in the gathering area.  Just check the line for 
Jacksonville Food Center on the envelope and place in the 
offering plate.  If you donate by check, please make the 
check payable to Faith Lutheran Church with a notation that 
the donation is for the Food Center.  A check so designated 
may also be put in the offering plate.  Money donations for 
the month are totaled; one check is sent to the Food Center. 
     In June, Faith donated $35 in food and $135 in money.   
Thank you to all who helped feed the hungry.  Lillian Korous 
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Coffee Time 
     A few weeks ago, Kay and I visited Walt Disney 
World in Florida for the very first time.  It was wonderful, 
and we certainly made many great memories with our 
family.  It is easy to see why it is called The Happiest 
Place on Earth.  Everyone is just so incredibly happy.  We 
were.  All the other visitors were.  The employees seemed 
to be.  Maybe the staff were paid to make me happy, but 
they were genuine in how they ALL came across to us.  
Surprises kept showing up unexpectedly  as in balloons, 
cupcakes, ice cream, etc.  The whole 7 days we were there 
were wonderful. 

     Since then, I keep thinking what a terrific thing it 
would be if each of us made it our goal to make everyone 
we encounter in our day a little happier than they were 
before we came across each other, as the Disney folks did 
to us.  No, we would not be paid to do this in money, but 
I am sure our payment would come in the good feelings 
both we and the recipient of our actions would get.  I feel 
sure Our Holy Savior would be happy, as well.  If 
everyone did this, what a better place this world would 
be.  Drink Equal Exchange Fair Trade coffee and tea. 
Enjoy summer.  May God bless, Sharon Woodworth   

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches, if you 
abide in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.”  What a joy it is to be the 
branches when we are connected to Jesus the vine!  
God continues to bear much fruit here at Faith, 
especially through our building project.  Here are some 
updates: 

General Contractor Hired - On July 12, the Church 
Council approved the Building Committee’s 
recommendation to hire Ryan Turner from Turner 
Painting and Construction as our  general contractor.   

Timeline - Construction will begin on Monday, August 
6th and will focus on the new addition first.  In January 
of 2019, renovations will begin for the Fellowship Hall 
and interior.  This plan ensures there will be minimal 
change to how the church operates on a day-to-day 
basis.   

Ground Breaking - Join us and others in the 
community on Monday, August 6th at 10:00 am for a 
special ground breaking service.   

T-Shirts - Pick 
up your free      
t-shirt, wear it as 
you volunteer or 
around town to 
share the good 
news  abou t 
God’s exciting 
work at Faith. 

You Can Help! 
At 9:00 am on 
Saturday, August 4, we need two teams of volunteers.  
One will work in the basement to move items to make 
way for the pouring of concrete.  A second team will 
work outside to remove bushes and rock, relocate 
plants, and address other outdoor maintenance.  Other 
needs include construction of wooden steps and storage 
shelving.   

PRAYER - Please continue to prayerfully commit to 
God as the foundation of this project, our shared 
ministry, and our lives in Christ! 

“Abiding in Faith on a Foundation of  Prayer” 



 

 

What was it like for you growing up? 

I grew up in small town Arenzville, 
five hundred of us counting dogs 
and cats. I had a high school class 
of 17.  It felt very safe.  In a while, 
we’d get ornery and swipe a 
cigarette and smoke a cigarette 
behind the barn and come out 
lookin’ green. I lacked the 
education in some ways that some 
of the bigger schools had, like 
welding and different things that I 
would have liked to have been able 
to do.  I did get that education 
after I enlisted in the service. 
  

What branch  of the service were you in? 
Army.  I graduated in ‘55 and I 
went in before my 18th birthday.  I 
was in 3 years and spent 2-1/2 
years in France.  I really enjoyed it, 
especially the sightseeing.  I loved 
Paris.  There was so much to see 
and to learn their ways and a little 
bit of their language.  We flew over 
to London and Ireland.  I was so 
sick that I couldn’t get out to see 
the Blarney Stone. I love sight 
seeing. I love going to different 
states to see the ocean or the 
mountains or whatever. 
  

How did you meet Eileen? 

I had a paper route when I was in 
the 3rd grade and delivered the 
paper to her folks.  Eileen was the 
oldest of three sisters, and I 
thought she was pretty good 
lookin’. I was keepin’ an eye on 
her, but we were too young to be 
dating.  When we got in high 
school, we started dating. After 
joining the Army and being in 
France for 11 months, I flew home 
for a 30-day leave and we got 

married. It was hard to leave.  It 
was hard on both of us to be apart. 
  

Tell me about your career. 

My first job was with Anderson 
Clayton where I worked as a 
machinist for 25 years.  I done a lot 
of design work (I’m just handy, I 
guess).  Then I got to thinking that 
I’m wasting my talents. They 
should be paying me for building 

and designing.  I got kinda greedy 
thinking they should pay me more, 
so I started looking and found a 
job at Havana at the power plant 
doing machine work.  I took early 
retirement because Eileen was 
getting sick.  She had ovarian 
cancer and had lots of problems.  I 
put about 80,000 miles on my old 
blue truck taking her back and 
forth to treatment for 3 years.  She 
died from the cancer, and we 
buried her the 1st of May.  Three 
weeks later, I went into the hospital 
with colon cancer.  That was 8 
years ago. It takes some getting 
used to, but I got both hands and I 
can count to ten.  If I need to go 
higher, I can take my shoes off.  
I’ve been pretty good about 
learning to deal with what was dealt 
to me. 
  

What brought you to Faith Lutheran? 

We were living in Arenzville when 
we got married.  Eileen belonged 
to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, and 

I was raised Methodist.  I wasn’t as 
religious minded as she was.  I 
went to church when there was 
nothing else to do, like squirrel 
hunting or fishing. When we got 
married, she wanted me to switch 
to Lutheran, so I became a 
Lutheran there at St. Peter’s.  Then, 
when we decided to move to 
Jacksonville in ’68, I joined Faith. 
The original building was the 
Fellowship Hall, and you came in 
from the west.  There were 
probably 15-20 active members.  
We had the church upstairs, and 
Sunday School was in the 
basement.  We had one sump 
pump, but it was in the wrong part 
of the basement, so every time it 
rained I’d get a call to squeegee the 
floor so we could have Sunday 
School. That was one of my 
favorite past times. I’m the only 
one left of the original ones that 
were doing the squeegeeing.  We 
finally got more sump pumps in 
and we didn’t have to squeegee all 
the time.  There’s been one change 
and then another. It’s been 
interesting to see all the changes. 
I’ve been on council 4 or 5 times 
and the PA committee for over 40 
years. 
  

What got you interested in woodworking? 
I was interested in woodworking 
when I was in Arenzville, but all I 
could afford was a handsaw.  I 
built each of the kids a desk for 
their room.  Later, I built a chest of 
drawers for Michelle when she 
came around.  Nickels started to 
come in a little quicker, so I bought 
some saws and woodworking tools. 
So I made some magazine racks, 
picture frames, end tables, then all 
sorts of things I’ve given away.  
 

(For the full interview on Larry, visit  
www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com) 

Faith Flows… we are one body in Christ. 

Meet Our Members 
Larry Noble 

 

Interview by Patty Nelson 
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Faith Grows… Education and Discipleship 

 

Clothes Closet  Faith has been collecting 

gently-used men's clothing, socks, and shoes of all sizes 
to donate to the "Clothes Closet" program at the 
Jacksonville Correctional Center.  This program helps 
to equip newly-released offenders who leave with 
nothing but their state-issued, all-blue outfit and $10 in 
their pocket, with items necessary to rejoin society with 
dignity and hope for a future.  The “Clothes Closet” 
is currently in desperate need of shoes of all types 
and sizes.  If you have new or gently-used shoes that 
you are willing to donate, please drop them by the 
church or contact the church if you would like the 
shoes picked up.  If you don’t have any spare shoes 
sitting around, a donation could be made to purchase 

shoes from local thrift and resale stores. Questions? 
Contact Renee Leifheit dr.leifheit@mchsi.com  or  

243-9173.   
 

New Directions Shelter     
Faith continue to provide a meal  of sloppy joes, salad, 
potato, dessert, and drinks to 8-10 residents on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Our next meal is planned for 
Sunday, August 12, and volunteers can sign up in the 

 

Faith Lens – connecting world events 
with Bible, faith, and everyday life. 
Do you ever have a difficult time connecting world 
events with the Bible, faith, and everyday life?  Faith 
Lens is a weekly lectionary-based devotion that engages 
participants in making these connections.  Visit 
blogs.elca.org/faithlens/ to view past topics.  If you 
would like to discuss these Bible studies, a virtual 
summer small group will be facilitated by Doris 
Robinson (drobi253@frontier.com) and Karen Dean 
(dean@ic.edu) with communications through email, 
inviting participants to read, reflect, and share. 
 

Parent Cue – helping parents do 
family better. 
Parents, the Parent Cue is here to remind you why 
what you do is so important… To help you focus on 
what matters most… To discover parenting along with 
you, so you know you’re not alone.  Head 
to theparentcue.com for an abundance of resources 
(website, app, podcasts, articles, etc.) and take some 
time to experiment with what they have to offer.  If 
you’d like to share your thoughts or findings, contact 
Cindy Weger: cweger721@gmail.com or Renee 
Leifheit.  As a parent, some of the most important 
things you do for your child don’t happen in a single 
day.  You make small deposits in them over 
time.  That’s why the Parent Cue App gives weekly 
cues to help you make the most of the time you spend 
with your child. 

Summer Small Group 
This summer, consider joining 
one of our small groups as we 
read and reflect on the book, 
“So You Don’t Want to Go to 
Church Anymore.”  It’s the 
story of a  surprising spiritual 
journey that takes you beyond 
regular churchgoing to what it 
means to walk with Jesus.  Sign 
up on the table in the narthex if 
you are interested.   

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (August 13) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship. 
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share where we have seen God, 
give thanks for answered prayer,  

and pray together.   
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Blood Pressure Screening  August 19th  

Newsletter Deadline August 19th 

Ways to Nurture Faith this Summer 



 

 

Just a quarter mile down Walnut we have met some 
wonderful neighbors!  On five occasions this summer, 
members of Faith have walked down to meet the Spray 
family who lives in the Northwoods community.  We 
have provided balls, jump ropes, bubbles, and sidewalk 
chalk, and they have provided the fun.  A visit usually 
begins with children gathering as Owen, Dylan, and 
Evan Spray round up the community.  We kick off 
with a prayer and then a game of kickball.  Afterwards, 
we walk around the community and visit with others, 
sometimes handing out fliers to invite them to events 
at Faith.  This has been a fantastic way to get to know 
our neighbors and celebrate the love of God we share!  
It has also been a joy to welcome them to Faith on a 
number of occasions: eleven children joined us for a 
movie night in June, five children have come to 
worship with us on a Sunday morning, and seven 
children have participated in our Vacation Bible 

Sessions.  We will have two more opportunities in 
August to join us: August 12 and 26 at 4:00 pm.  We 
are also planning another social event at Faith.  Please 
join us and get to know our wonderful neighbors 
across the street!   

 

Faith Shows… living out God’s mission. 
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This year, Faith gave $500 to the 

work of “Big Brothers/Big Sisters” 

of West Central Illinois (BBBS).  

BBBS is a one-to-one mentoring 

organization for youth ages 5-17.  

They plan to use this money for 

activities to ensure the “Bigs” and 

“Littles” an opportunity to have 

new life experiences together (kite 

day, Christmas party, ice cream 

social, etc.).  The greatest needs of 

BBBS are financial support and 

volunteers to be a “Big” who is 

willing to spend one hour a week 

mentoring a youth “Little.”  From 

2015-2017, Faith hosted an 

afterschool BBBS program where 

youth were taught life skills 

(building, cooking, etc.) and played 

games.  If you are interested, BBBS 

is always looking for mentors! 

End-of-Year Giving 

Elm City 
Center has 
been here in 
Jacksonvil le 
since 1959, 
but many are 
unaware of 
who they are 

and what they do, even those who attend church right 
across the street… US!  In August we will learn more 
about these neighbors of ours.   

 

In a nutshell, Elm City Center is a community-based 
agency that provides social services and employment 

for people with disabilities.  Its mission is to assist 
people to live independently in the community, and it 
serves about 200 people each day.  The facility has 
over 100,000 square feet of production space to 
provide services such as shrink-wrap packaging and 
certified confidential shredding.  Many clients are 
already familiar with our church as regular attendees 
at our annual Advent Allegro lunchtime concert 
series. 

 

On Sunday, August 26, we will welcome Elm City 
president Tom Frederick to share more with us 
between our worship services.  On Friday, August 
31, join us after lunch at 12:30 for an ice cream social 
at Faith as we welcome our Elm City neighbors.   

Walk Across the Street - Northwoods 

Neighbors Across the Street - Elm City 



 

 

Youth and Family 
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Vacation Bible Sessions Success 

Faith was filled with food, fellowship, screams, laughter, and songs as folks of all ages gathered for this year’s 
Vacation Bible Sessions under the theme, “Who Is My Neighbor?”  We closed with a wonderful skit of the Good 
Samaritan led by our children and a rousing chorus of “Go and do as I have done for you,” sending us out to 
continue to love our neighbor.  Thank you 
to all who helped organize and participate in 
these events.  A total of 52 adults and 32 
children participated this year… thanks for 
such a great intergenerational adventure! 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve the neighbors 

we have from you. 

All are welcome, friend and stranger,  
at the banquet of the Savior.   

All are welcome, all are welcome here! 

“Make me an instrument of your love; Let me be a channel from above!   
Make me an instrument of your love! 

When a friend is in need of an open heart, let me be there, oh, let me be there. 
When a friend is lost with no where to go, let me be there! 

When someone is hungry, when someone is cold, let me be there, oh let me be 
there.  When a friend is lost and nowhere to go, let me be there! 

If someone should wonder, is God still alive, let me be there, oh, let me be there. 
If someone should wonder, does God really care, let me be there! 

Make me an instrument of your love; Let me be a channel from above!   
Make me an instrument of your love!” 

“Go and do as I 
have done for you!” 



 

 

  Faith Lutheran Church 

  1385 W. Walnut  

  Jacksonville, IL  62650 

  www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com 

  email: faithlutheran62650@frontier.com 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service with 
band and ASL interpretation; 

Outdoors (weather permitting) 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

(Indoor air conditioned) 
 

Our Staff 

Pastor - Adam Dichsen 
Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 

Music Director - Jean Welch 
Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner & Allie Snodgrass 

Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

 

“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we 
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.” 
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