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We know it is springtime in Florida when Azaleas are in bloom and our cars are covered with pollen. Even 
before the May showers arrive flowers fill our gardens. And not to sound the alarm, but this year the National 
Hurricane Center tells us it will start issuing hurricane updates beginning May 15. So, check your batteries, 
flashlights, and other supplies.

There is an energy in the air this time of year, and here at Port Orange Presbyterian Church,  we hope to 
capture the momentum by Tilling the Rich Soil of Tradition as a way to Foster a New Spirit of Growth. We 
believe our church is uniquely positioned to be a bridge between the historic traditions of our faith and the 
emerging spirit of the next generation(s). We believe that with our faith in the guiding Spirit of Christ, we have 
all the resources we need to firm up our foundations and expand our ministries.

Maintaining Historic Traditions: We are called to honor, respect, and care for our current membership – 
most of whom have been nurtured in our Christian faith. These are the faithful who have supported our church 
over the years and through this difficult period and they deserve our continued love and attention to their 
spiritual needs.

Embracing Emerging Spirits: At the same time, we are called to embrace, welcome, and adapt to the evolving 
needs of people from all walks of life – especially those who have not been nurtured in our Christian faith and 
those who become disenfranchised with a perceived irrelevance and/or hypocrisy within the church. These 
new disciples are the ones we hope will pick up the baton of our faith and carry it forward.

Over the next few months, we will be looking for 
ways to leverage the collective energy of our 
congregation,  believing that if we are faithful 
to our calling as disciples of Jesus our ministries 
will continue to grow and blossom.

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Calvin Gittner, 
Rev. DMin. 

In Florida - April Flowers Foretell May Showers
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Youth Ministry Update

~ Kristi & Matt Miller
 Co-Directors of Youth Ministry

4/4 - Easter - No Youth Group
4/11 - 5 - 6:30 Youth Group
4/18 -  5 - 6:30 Youth Group
4/25 -  5 - 6:30 Youth Group

We are cautiously optimistic and excited about returning 
to some in person activities in the upcoming weeks! Our 
schedule is below and information will be sent to youth 
and families regarding which will be in person and virtual. 
We will be starting a new series in April on Doubts and 
Questions called “Waitlisted” and we are looking forward to 
exploring youths’ questions with them. 

High School Montreat Retreat - We still have some spots 
open for Montreat for current 8th graders through current 
seniors. July 17-24, Cost $400, scholarships available 
Contact Kristi Miller for more information 
kmiller@popreschurch.com

Online Adult Learning

SUNDAY SCHOOL ONLINE BOOK STUDY: 
Starting April 11th, a new 5-week series titled A 
Clash of Kingdoms by Ray Vander Laan. Contact 
Ashley Lear for more details. 

Advisory from Building & Grounds Committee: 

Dear Fellow Members,
  Our church is grateful for all food and 
household donations. However, some items 
have proven to be unusable. Notable of 
these are old computers and their auxiliary 
components, old-style television sets, and 
basically any out-dated electronics. These are 
disposable at no charge at the Volusia landfill. 
As for the Youth Group rummage sale, furniture 
with noticeable fabric tears and all bedding 
are also destined for the landfill. Building and 
Grounds has primarily been responsible for 
disposal of these items. We would like everyone 
to forgo these items as church donations; your 
understanding and help would be appreciated. 

Bob Brown, B&G committee.
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If you are interested in honest conversation about the historical complexities of racism and 
how to be a bridge builder – committed to pursuing justice and racial unity in light of the 
gospel -- we would like to invite you to an informational meeting on Thursday April 8th at 6:30 
p.m.  We will be using the book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation by 
Latasha Morrison for a 8-week study. The group will be meeting weekly from April 8-May 27 6:30-
8 p.m.  Pastors Calvin and Jean will be facilitating.  We will be limiting the group to 15 participants 
in order to provide a setting for open, vulnerable, honest conversations.  Join us on April 8 if you 
might be interested or if you have questions.

POPC Board of Deacons can be best described 
as the caring arms of our church family who 
are People Persons who represent the heart 
of the church. Being a deacon is a ministry of 
compassion and caregivers to all. Their primary 
responsibility is to maintain personal contact to 
build relationships, encourage participation in the 
life of the church and respond to pastoral care.

 As a deacon, you’re given the opportunity for 
spiritual growth, fellowship and to better know 
your church family in a much deeper way.

 As we strive to put the year 2020 behind us we 
look forward to a new and refreshed way of life as 
we come together in God’s house.

Your deacons have missed your presence and 
now look forward to what 2021 holds for us with 
a new beginning as we serve God by serving you, 
our loving church family.

Board of Deacons
Deborah Dunn: Moderator
Deb Bielat: Co-Moderator

What Is The Role 
Of A Deacon?



Contact Us
4662 S Clyde Morris Blvd. Port Orange,  FL  

*NEW* MAILING ADDRESS: 
PO Box 291291, Port Orange FL,  32129

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Phone: 386-788-1111    
Fax: 386-788-2860

cgittner@popreschurch.com
contact@popreschurch.com
www.PoPresChurch.com

The Easter Bunny Got 
Some Help from Our 

Deacons

The POPC Deacons offered some help to 
the Easter Bunny this year to deliver treats 
to some of our church family who live alone, 
are sick or in the hospital, or just needed 
some extra love this year. Deborah Dunn, 
moderator for the Deacons, and Elder Pam 
Pierce, compiled a variety of goodies for the 
Deacons, who lovingly packed and delivered 
Easter bags to those in their groups.

“I have to say, the smiles and excitement 
on the faces of those receiving the Easter 
bags was touching to see,” Deborah said. 
“Something so simple brought so much joy, 
not only to those receiving but to those who 
made the deliveries. It was another blessing 
from our Deacons to some of our church 
family.”

Port Orange Presbyterian 
Church is proud to support 
the PCUSA’s One Great 
Hour of Sharing special 
offering. The three 
programs supported by 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
- Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People 
- all work in different ways 
to serve individuals and 
communities in need. From 
initial disaster response 
to ongoing community 
development, their work fits 
together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, 
and hope. Thank you for 
supporting these efforts!
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