
POPC PATHWAYS
Newsletter of Port Orange Presbyterian Church - Rev. Dr. Calvin Gittner, Pastor                           DECEMBER  2020

I do not need to recap the struggles that this year 
has brought to all our lives. We have dealt with the 
health, social, and financial challenges brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic. We all yearn for a 
sense of calm amid the chaos of our lives and of our 
world. It is my hope that this seasons of Advent and 
Christmas will give the much-needed respite we all 
need, soothing our hearts, minds, and spirits.

We are all used to preparing our homes for 
Christmas, with festive lights, decoration, nativity 
scenes, cookies and treats, cards, and presents. And 
while things are and will be different this year, I hope 
that you will be able to create sacred places in your 
homes. Go ahead and put up your Christmas trees 
and decorations and do what you can to creating 
some semblance of normalcy in your life.

Just as importantly, I hope you will be willing to 
submit to a spiritual process of “soul tending.” 
Throughout Advent, my Sunday reflections will focus 
on “Preparing a Sacred Place” within your own heart, 
mind, and soul to nurture the Light and Spirit of Christ 
within you.

We all look forward to putting the toll of 2020 
behind us. We long for spiritual renewal, guidance, 
and stability in our lives. I often hear people praying 
that “God would come down and straighten out this 
messy world.” While I share part of that sentiment, 
the deeper prayer we must first be willing to pray is 
that, “the Spirit of Christ would clean up the mess in 
our own lives, working to bring order, comfort and 
peace.”

Welcome to the 
Seasons of Advent 
& Christmas 2020

Sat 8a-12p, Sunday 9a-11a - Treats Drop off

Bring a non-perishable food item and receive a 
treat bag. 11a-12:30p Drive-through.

Sunday - In-Person - Online

Outside the Gathering Place or Online

IMPORTANT DATES

Dec 12th-13th, Christmas Treats

Dec 13th, Food/Gift Exchange

Dec 6th, Communion Sunday

Dec 24, 7p.m. Christmas Eve

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >



The true story of Christmas says the most sacred 
place -- the place where the Spirit of Christ first 
seeks to bring healing, meaning and purpose -- 
is within each of us.

I encourage you to set aside some time this 
season to tend to your own soul. Read an 
Advent devotional, sit quietly and listen to your 
own thoughts, write a gratitude journal, re-read 
the Christmas story from the Book of Luke and 
the Book of John. Spend some quality time with 
yourself and allow the Spirit of Christ to bring 
you healing and peace. 

And then look around and find ways to share 
some of that peace with others. Send a card, 
make a call, offer a simple gift, an act of service, 
a smile, a word of thanks and encouragement. 
Allow the cycle of faith to prepare a “Sacred 
Place” within you and within others. It is from 
there, from a deep spiritual center, that the 
refreshing winds of encompassing and grace 
will circle out to bring light and hope to the rest 
of the world.

Yes, this season of Advent and Christmas will 
be different. Smaller gatherings, prudent health 
precautions, new traditions. Still, it is my fervent 
hope that we will all be able nurture all that is 
good and true - finding the courage of faith we 
will need to enter into coming year.

“Come Lord Jesus – in Spirit of the Christ Child. 
Clear away the darkness and decay within each 
of us – prepare in our hearts a sacred place – 
allow the grace of God to bring the healing light 
of love, hope, peace and joy.”

2

Pastor’s Message Continued

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Calvin Gittner, 
Rev. DMin. 

mailto:cgittner%40popreschurch.com?subject=Advent%20devotionals
http://popreschurch.com/you-are-welcome/adult-ministries/
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We will share the Christmas story, sing carols and 
hear a Christmas message during one service on 
Christmas eve at 7 p.m. Join us in person outside 
The Gathering Place or watch online. We will have a 
sound system set up and chairs spaced appropriately 
to help us all stay safe as we celebrate. Keep an eye 
out for more information through emails. 
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Youth Ministry Update

~ Kristi & Matt Miller
 Co-Directors of Youth Ministry

12/6 - Youth Group 5-6:30  
             // Deadline Montreat $100 dep $450 total
12/13 – Youth Group 5-6:30
12/20, 12/27 - No Meeting

**All Sunday Night Youth Group Meetings and other 
activities will be held via Zoom unless otherwise 
noted.

Zoom link will be emailed/texted week of event**

December - Topic: 
Loving Others, Series: 
“Canceled”



ONLINE DEBIT/CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 
Our website is now able to accept card payments. 
You can give your regular contributions, support our 
missions and special funds.

Contact Us
4662 S Clyde Morris Blvd.
Port Orange,  FL  32129

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Phone: 386-788-1111    
Fax: 386-788-2860

cgittner@popreschurch.com
contact@popreschurch.com
www.PoPresChurch.com

SEASON’S ACTIVITIES
Calling All Bakers!
Port Orange Presbyterian Church invites 
you to share treats with your Church family 
in a new way this year. In place of our usual 
Christmas potluck dinner, we are inviting 
those who wish to bake cookies, brownies, 
fudge or other treats that will be distributed 
to all of members.

You are invited to bake treats to be 
dropped off at the church on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, between 8 a.m. and noon, or 
Sunday, Dec. 13, before church. 

If you’d like, you can package your sweet into 
small individual treat bags (3 or 4 cookies) or 
just drop off the entire batch and our elves 
will package for you.

For more information or to volunteer as one 
of our elves, please contact the church office 
at 386-788-1111 or send an email to 
bonniem@popreschurch.com.

POPC’S  FIRST  EVER  
CHURCHWIDE TREAT  
EXCHANGE - 
SUNDAY, DEC 13TH,  
11 AM - 12:30 PM

As many of us will be celebrating Christmas 
very differently this year, we want to make sure 
that we remind each other how important our 
church family is to our lives. A small part of this 
effort is a “gift exchange” that will take place 
after church on Sunday, Dec. 13, beginning 
at 11 a.m.

For those who are able, we invite you to bring 
a non-perishable food item to the church as 
your gift. In return, you will receive a treat bag 
with home-baked goodies and a Christmas 
message. Our elves will be manning the 
circle for a drive-through gift exchange from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. If you are attending the
service in person, just bring it with you.

For more information or to volunteer as one 
of our elves, please contact the church office 
at 386-788-1111 or send an email to 
bonniem@popreschurch.com.
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http://popreschurch.com/share-your-blessings/

