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The story of Daniel is one of the most powerful stories we have 
of a person living out exile in a way that pleases God. He 
integrates into Babylon. He is immersed in Babylon’s people, 
politics, art, and education. While he is integrated and engaged 
for the life of Babylon, he does so without disobeying or 
defiling his relationship with God. How can we do the same?

READ AND DISCUSS  

Read Daniel 1:3-8 and 19-20


Who were the 10,000 people initially taken to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar? What made them 
unique? And what was the king of Babylon trying to do with them?


Have you seen this type of colonization/indoctrination/denationalization repeated throughout history? 
When and how so?


What pressures and tensions would Daniel have felt as he was going through this process, having his 
culture and values and nationality stripped away? Everything of his former home is being threatened 
and stripped away.


Daniel was able to live for the life of Babylon, to bless and redeem in a place that had lots of sin and 
darkness. But, he knew he could not redeem (even a little bit) unless he was an engaged and active 
member of the Babylonian community.


Discuss the phrase, “We can’t redeem it unless we’re in it.”


How do you think Christians in general do at this?
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APPLICATION 

What about this world and what people are doing around you that make you hesitant to immerse 
yourself and integrate yourself so you can love, redeem, and bless in dark places?

There will be times when I should resist situations and sin that are blatantly opposed to God’s will in 
exile. How can I recognize those times? (See Daniel 1:8)

CONVERSATION STARTER 

Since this series has started, have you had a moment where you’ve felt like a stranger or foreigner in 
this world?
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