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While you are a Christian here on earth living in exile you will 
experience ways of living that make us long for home. You will 
naturally have a response in those moments. Are you sure 
your response is what God wants from you?

READ AND DISCUSS  
Review Israel’s story as they march in to the foreign land of their exile, Babylon.


Can you imagine how this chosen race of God felt as they began to see and experience things that 
were not “home” and not God’s way?


As a Christian living in exile, we will have a knee-jerk reactions any time we experience things that are 
opposed to God’s good will for the world.


Our reactions usually fall into some categories. Discuss and expand on these reactions and why some 
of these reactions come out of us while we feel the tension of living in exile.


FORTIFY

- avoiding places or people that challenge your beliefs or makes you feel uncomfortable

- avoiding spiritual cooties 

- Hunker-down


ATTACK

- Using force to make change.

- Feeling the urgent need to fight, when the culture doesn’t align with God’s good way. 


IMITATE

- In an effort to just get through our time of exile, we just blend in, even if it means compromising what 

we know God would have us do.


As the Israelites are forced into the city of Babylon to live in exile, they are given some very unique and 
surprising instructions. Read Jeremiah 29:4-7
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APPLICATION 
What does the word shalom or welfare mean to you. What does that look like for Payson?


Have you lived out your days in exile here on earth in ways was fortifying, attacking, or imitating the 
people/culture around you? Have those responses resulted in welfare or transformation?

How can you start living more redemptively? 
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