
 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

How did the church start?


Why do you think it looks like it does today?


What are some misconceptions about the purpose of the church? Give some examples of incorrect 
purposes for the church and why it exists.


Why do you think the purpose of the church gets skewed and how can we correct it?


Establish a clear definition of the purpose of the church based on God’s will.


Do you think we should honor God by taking seriously “the Great commission”?


Do you feel honored that you would be used to do the Lord’s work? Why or why not?


How do you understand Acts 2:47 which clearly says that the numbers of saved people was 
increased?


Do you see a similarity between how the early church grew and how we can grow it in Payson?


Can you share an example of Christ redeeming or restoring you and how he used His body (the 
Church) in that work?


The work of Jesus through His church has been a powerful and wonderful work throughout history. 
What do you think God wants to do in and through Expedition Church today?


Passages to reference: Matthew 28:18, Act 2:42, 

Sunday, May 19th

Church 101: The Purpose of The Church  

We, who are the church, have the highest honor of being part of Christ’s 
redemptive and restorative work. Christ, through grace has redeemed us; and 
we in whom He dwells are charged in “the great commission” to proclaim 
that redemption and display the restorative power of God through Christ. A 
quick look at the history of the church tells us that the initial and dramatic 
growth of the church came from men and women who walked with the Lord 
and professed the redemptive power of the Lord and proclaimed His 
restorative power to those who would walk with Him. As Jesus continues his 
work of redemption and restoration here in Payson; we are honored to walk 
with our Lord and to follow His commission just as the disciples were 
honored. We get to partner with Jesus in transforming the world! 

IMR Challenge: Spend some time reflecting on what you have thought the church is 
and its purpose. What has God called and designed it to be? What are His hopes for 
the church? How can you get behind the primary purpose of the church to see Jesus 
continue to redeem and restore people and their relationship with God?
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