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ABOUT THE BOOK
The Raccoon River Kids, whom your students may have met in their two earlier adventures — 
Blueberry Bonanza and Extravaganza At The Plaza — are looking for “one super, can’t fail idea” 
to help their youngest pal Lili find a home for a dog. Messages to schoolmates, posters hung 
all over town, and photos in the local paper haven’t helped. When, with Spunky the dog’s help, 
they decide to hold a Zooapalooza in the local park, everyone in town shows up to participate. 
A good time is in store, especially for Lili, Spunky, and the chapter-book readers who dig into 
this book.

You’ll find many ways to tie the book to curriculum — from Language Arts (Reading, Writing, 
Vocabulary, Research, Critical Thinking), Social Studies (Community Service), and STEM subjects 
(Using Multimedia). 

USING THIS GUIDE
This guide features activities that target national  
education standards in a variety of subjects.  
Each activity lists which standards it meets:

Art: Cooperative Learning

Language Arts: Reading Comprehension,  
Critical Thinking, Speaking and Listening

Science: Animals and Behavior, Library Skills
Book 

Category

Fiction

Page
Count

88

Word 
Count

9,904

ISBN

978-1-943978-4-34

GUIDED 
READING 

LEVEL

GRADE LEVEL 
EQUIVALENT

INTEREST 
LEVEL

N 3

K-5 n/a 530L
GRADES RRL LEXILE



EDUCATOR’S GUIDE

PAGE  2
Be sure to visit WunderMillBooks.com for access to images,  

videos, background information, and additional related activities. Imprints of 

By Lauren L. Wohl      Illustrations by Mark Tuchman

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
LANGUAGE ARTS: READING COMPREHENSION 

 l   Why didn’t Hannah, Nico, and Brandon go to the police station  
  to report a found dog? 
l   How did the kids feel about keeping a secret from Mrs. Tucker?

 l   What are some of the responsibilities Lili has to face in caring 
   for Spunky?
 l Who are the “chicken children?”
 l   Why didn’t Lili really want to find Spunky’s owner?
 l How did Lili’s parents surprise everyone?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Do your students think that the lost dog found her way to Lili’s 
house, or that Lili encouraged her to come in some way?

2. Hiding things from parents is not the best idea. What other options 
did Lili and her friends have?

3. In the first adventure of the Raccoon River Kids Adventures series, 
Blueberry Bonanza, the kids raised money to help the town finish a 
community playground. In the second adventure, Extravaganza at 
the Plaza, the project the kids take on is to bring awareness to the 
community about an abandoned theater and to help renovate it. 
Now, in the third story, Zooapalooza in the Park, they encourage their 
town to build an animal shelter and find a home for a lost dog. If your 
students could talk to the author, what would they want her to write 
about next?
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 How did that happen?

Nico is a blueberry guy. No doubt about it. He’s been taking care 
of his family’s backyard blueberry patch since he was a little kid. 

And this summer, it’s more important than ever.

Nico’s got big plans for their bumper crop. 
But �rst he’ll have to save the fruit from 

the bear, who seems to love nothing 
better than eating blueberries. Then 
he’ll have to get some help for the 
harvest—a lot of help. Last, he’s 
going to need to sell all those 
blueberries!

Good thing he’s got plenty of ideas 
and friends, and plain old grit.
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A lot of thinking, planning, dreaming, and 
list-making, and Hannah—along with the kids 

of Raccoon River—are up to their ears in a 
brand-new project: saving the town’s old 

abandoned Plaza Theater. But �rst, they have 
to get a look inside. And it’s spooky in 

there—spider webs and creaky �oors, and one 
slowly-swaying stage curtain. 

"A great story for our fractured times...with its 
energetic writing and can-do attitude, this is sure 
to be a hit with readers.” — Kirkus Reviews
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ACTIVITIES
LANGUAGE ARTS: VOCABULARY

1. VOCABULARY EXCERCISE. As they read Zooapalooza 
in the Park, your students may come across words they are 
unfamiliar with. They should make a list of those words, then 
write each word on one side of an index card. On the other side, 
they should write its definition and a sentence using the word.

LANGUAGE ARTS: SPEAKING AND LISTENING

ART: COOPERATIVE LEARNING, MULTIMEDIA

2. PET PARADE. Whether it’s a dog or cat, bird or fish, gerbil or hamster, just about everyone has a pet 
they love and love to show off. As a class activity, hold a pet parade. We recognize it is not always possible 
for children to bring their pets into school, so make it a video pet parade. With the help of parents, have 
each child make a short video with a narration telling about his/her pet. Videos should be emailed to you 
at the school for you to organize for the parade. You can extend the activity to include any child or adult in 
the school. Your students should make posters to place around the school to invite others to participate. 
The compilation of the recordings with an introduction that you make can be transmitted to each 
classroom or presented for an assembly program.

LANGUAGE ARTS: WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

3. ESSAY. Every child thinks his/her pet is the best pet in the world. Give your students an opportunity 
to tell why. Each student should write a short essay about his/her pet and present it to the whole class. 
Essays can begin with: “The best pet in the world is my ______.”
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This guide was created by Clifford Wohl,  
Educational Consultant

LANGUAGE ARTS: WRITING, 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING

SOCIAL STUDIES:  
COMMUNITY SERVICE

4. WALK-A-THON  Community animal 
shelters always need funds to carry out 
the services they provide. Your students 
can help by raising money for shelters. 
One way for your students to get 
involved is to hold a walk-a-thon. Each 
child gets sponsors to commit to making 
a donation based on the number of times 
he or she walks around your school’s 
track or the perimeter of the school 
complex. The reward for your students 
will be the knowledge that they did a 
great thing for their community.




