
EDUCATOR’S GUIDE

PAGE  1
Be sure to visit WunderMillBooks.com for access to images,  

videos, background information, and additional related activities. Imprints of 

By Lee Alan Dugatkin and Lyudmila Trut

A True Story of Unexpected Friendship

ABOUT THE BOOK
Pushinka the Barking Fox tells the true story of an unlikely 
friendship between Pushinka, a Siberian silver fox, and 
Dr. Lyudmila Trut, a scientist who was studying how wild 
animals become domesticated. Over time, the two grew 
to be more than researcher and subject; their relationship 
became that of a woman and her beloved pet. That process 
is chronicled in the text and plentiful photographs; it 
weaves together a scientific and richly emotional story that 
will capture the imaginations and stimulate the curiosity of 
third- through sixth-grade students.
 
You will find many curriculum topics, from Language Arts 
to Biology, enhanced by the book and in this classroom 
guide. Pushinka the Barking Fox opens opportunities for 
research, writing, learning the scientific process, debate 
and more.

USING THIS GUIDE
This guide features activities that target national  
education standards in a variety of subjects.  
Each activity lists which standards it meets:

Language Arts:
Reading Comprehension, Critical Thinking, 
Speaking and Listening, Vocabulary, Research

Science: Cooperative Learning, Writing

Art: Multimedia
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FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
LANGUAGE ARTS: READING COMPREHENSION, CRITICAL THINKING

 l  Where is Siberia and what is special about it? 
l   What is the difference between a domesticated animal and a wild animal? 	

	 l   Why did they eliminate some of the foxes from consideration?
	 l   What dog-like characteristics did some of the foxes develop?
	 l   How many years of experimentation passed before Lyudmila developed a fox that was tame enough to live with?
 l   What did Pushinka do that surprised Lyudmila?
	 l   How did domestication change the chemical nature of the tamed foxes?

DISCUSSION TOPICS
LANGUAGE ARTS: CRITICAL THINKING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

SCIENCE: COOPERATIVE LEARNING

 l   What do your students think happened to the fox pups that got low scores? 
l   The subtitle of Pushinka is “A True Story of Unexpected Friendship.”  Why do your students think the  
  friendship was unexpected?	

	 l   Why is it necessary for the scientists to test thousands of foxes for their experiment?
	 l   At the beginning of Pushinka the Barking Fox, there is a line from The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry:

              “You become responsible forever, 
                for what you have tamed.”

     What do your students think this means?

ACTIVITIES
LANGUAGE ARTS: VOCABULARY

1. AS THEY READ PUSHINKA THE BARKING FOX, your students may come across words they are 
unfamiliar with. They should make a list of those words, then write each word on one side of an index card. 
On the other side, they should write its definition and a sentence using the word.
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LANGUAGE ARTS: WRITING, CRITICAL THINKING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

SCIENCE: COOPERATIVE LEARNING

2. AS YOUR STUDENTS READ SECTIONS FROM LYUDMILA’S JOURNAL, they will gain insight into 
the ways journal-keeping opens opportunities to revisit thoughts, ideas, and events, helping the writer to 
better understand them and also to make informed predictions about the future. Using Lyudmila’s journal 
as a guide, your students should keep their own dated journals. They can make entries about their pets, 
friends, or things they are thinking about. Children who want to can share their journal entries with  
their classmates.

LANGUAGE ARTS: WRITING, CRITICAL THINKING 

ART: MULTIMEDIA 

3. HAVING A PET CREATES A SPECIAL BOND BETWEEN THE PET AND ITS OWNER.  
Each student should write an essay about his/her pet. The essay should include not only  
what they think and feel about the pet, but also what they think the pet feels and thinks 
about them. Students who don’t have a pet should write about how they imagine it would be 
to have a pet. Essays should include photographs and/or drawings of them and their pets.

LANGUAGE ARTS: RESEARCH, SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

SCIENCE: COOPERATIVE LEARNING

4. THE STORY OF PUSHINKA DETAILS A SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENT 
TO UNDERSTAND HOW WILD ANIMALS BECOME DOMESTICATED. 
It was not meant to advocate making pets out of wild animals. What do 
your students think? Divide your class into two teams: one side in favor of 
turning wild animals into pets and the other against the idea. Have them 
research the subject; two good websites as starting places are:

 l  www.reddit.com/r/foxes/comments/7pi0dl/ thinking_of_foxes_this_ 
    year_please_please_think/

 l  www.thesprucepets.com/types-of-pet-foxes-1238711
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When the children feel they have sufficient information, have them select four members of each team to 
participate in a debate. Introduce the class to the format for a debate, with each debating team making an 
opening statement, and with a neutral party (perhaps a student from an older grade) serving as moderator. 
The teams should provide their debaters with bits of information that support their case, as well as any 
specific examples they can find. Students other than the debaters should also devise a list of questions for 
the moderator to ask each of the debating teams. 

After the debate, the entire class should vote on which team “won” the debate and discuss why.

LANGUAGE ARTS: SPEAKING AND LISTENING

5. WHAT KINDS OF ANIMALS MAKE GOOD PETS, AND WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO CARE FOR THEM 
SO THAT THEY THRIVE AS ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY? Invite a local veterinarian to your class.  
He/she can talk to your students about the proper care and feeding of a pet, answer your students’ 
questions about their pets, and discuss why he/she became a veterinarian.

This guide was created by Clifford Wohl, Educational Consultant


