
By Jane Yolen • Illustrated by Ellen Shi

EDUCATOR’S GUIDE 

CurriCulum ConneCtions

STEM
• Science – nature, the seasons
• Reading and Language Arts
• Reading – repeated words and phrases, 

 illustrations enhance meaning and tone
• Reading – story elements: setting, plot  

and character development
• Language Arts – onomatopoeia,  

figurative language: simile

Common Core state 
standards/instruCtional 
strand

RF.2.3,3d,4,4a,4b,4c
RL.2.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,10
SL.2.1,1b,2,3,4,5,6
W.2.1,2,3,7,8
L.2,3,4,4c,5,5a,5b,6

GUIDED 
READING 

LEVEL

GRADE 
LEVEL 

EQUIVALENT

INTEREST 
LEVEL LEXILE

K 2
PreK -

Grade 3 610

It is autumn at the pond, Little Frog’s very first autumn. She misses the green colors she loves; they are 
changing into something scarier and ominous: reds, golds, oranges—and purple. (She’s not sure about that 
purple!) Mama Frog tells her: “Most things that are scary are just new.” So Little Frog goes out to face her fears, 
but when leaves start to fall all around her she runs, and soon she is lost… and alone. Papa Frog calls Little 
Frog from the top of a pile of leaves where he shows her how much fun autumn can be AND how wise her 
Mama’s words are.
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It is autumn at the pond, Little Frog’s very first autumn. She misses the green colors she loves; they are 
changing into something scarier and ominous: reds, golds, oranges—and purple. (She’s not sure about 
that purple!) Mama Frog tells her: “Most things that are scary are just new.” So Little Frog goes out to 
face her fears, but when leaves start to fall all around her she runs, and soon she is lost… and alone. 
Papa Frog calls Little Frog from the top of a pile of leaves where he shows her how much fun autumn 
can be AND how wise her Mama’s words are.

Follow-up Questions

Language Arts: Reading Comprehension, Critical Thinking
To make sure your students understand the story, recognize themes, and retain the details, ask:

• What colors are the greens of the pond area changing into? How does Little Frog feel                 
about these changes?

• What is Mama Frog’s advice?
• Why does Little Frog start to run when she gets close to the woods?
• Who is making the loud “Barooooooom” sound?
• How does Papa Frog show Little Frog that she has nothing to be afraid of?

RL 2.1, 2.3
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Follow-up disCussion

Language Arts: Critical Thinking, Speaking and Listening
• Little Frog is afraid of all the new colors she is seeing at the pond as the season 

changes to autumn. Ask your students if they’ve ever felt afraid of someplace new or 
something unexpected. Have them discuss the experience and tell how they over-
came their fear.

• Talk about autumn. What are your students’ favorite parts about the season? Is there 
anything they don’t like about fall? Keep a running classroom list of their responses to 
see how many people pick the same best parts and worst parts.

• Re-read Mama’s comment about what makes things scary to the class. It turns out Mama 
Frog is right. Have students give examples of things their parents, older siblings, or other 
adults have explained to them. 

RL 2.1, 2.3; SL 2.1, 2.3, 2.4

Follow-up disCussion

Language Arts: Vocabulary
• As they read Little Frog and the Scary Autumn Thing, your students may come 

across words they are unfamiliar with. They should make a list of those words, 
then write each word on one side of an index card. On the other side, they should 
write its definition and a sentence using the word.

RL 2.4

Language Arts: Reading; Science: Color, Hands on Experimentation; Art
• Have your students examine carefully the pictures in Little Frog and the Scary Autumn Thing paying particular 

attention to the colors Ellen Shi used. Ask, “How was the illustrator able to make all of those colors?” Discuss 
with your students what primary and secondary colors are. Your students will experiment mixing the primary 
colors, red, yellow, and blue in different ratios and observe the new secondary colors they create.
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Divide your class into working pairs of stu-
dents. Each pair will need:

• White Styrofoam egg carton
• Four small jars
• Eyedropper
• Mixing brush
• Reproducible work sheet (See below)

What the teacher needs:

• Red, yellow, and blue tempera paint
• Three large jars
• Measuring cup
• Several black Sharpies

With your help have your students number 
from 1 to 12 the inside of each section of their 
egg cartons.

1. Dilute each color in half so that the solu-
tions will flow easily in the eyedroppers.

2. Fill the students’ jars with diluted colors. 
The fourth jar is for clear water.

With only two colors at a time, using the eye-
dropper, student wills mix solutions of color 

in the sections of the egg carton and record the 
amount of color used and what they observe. 
They should start off with equal amounts of 
each color. For example, five drops of red and 
five drops of yellow. They should repeat this 
with red and blue, then blue and yellow. Remind 
them to rinse out the eyedropper after each use. 
They can now try changing the ratio of colors 
and observing the results and entering them 
on the work sheet. Each time they create a color 
with a new ratio, they should dab that color into 
its numbered circle. When they are finished, they 
should write on the bottom of the worksheet:

What I did ______________________________

What I saw ______________________________

My conclusion ___________________________

RL 2.4
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Color mixing experiment worksheet 

Name ____________________________          Partner ____________________________
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5 drops red / 5 drops blue

COLOR: _________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

_____________ / ____________

COLOR: ____________________

EDUCATOR’S GUIDE



STEM: Science, Nature, The Cycle of the Seasons; Art
• Have each student create a photograph album of autumn scenes. If you are reading Little Frog and the Scary 

Autumn Thing during the fall, take a nature walk and have children take photographs of the changing land-
scape. If that is not possible, gather a collection of autumn issues of magazines for children to find and clip 
out photos that depict the season.

• They should paste the photos onto construction paper, punch holes on the side, and use ribbon to tie the 
album together. 

• Below each photo the child should write where the photo was taken (or where he/she imagines it might be).  

RL 2.7; W 2.2, 2.3, 2.7, 2.8

Language Arts: Writing; Cooperative Learning, Art
• Introduce the colors in the spectrum. Show examples of the seven colors. Then divide your class into seven 

groups and assign each one of the colors. Each team should work to write poems that express what the 
color looks like, how it makes them feel, and things that are often in that color. Their poems should be 
accompanied by illustrations and displayed around the room.

W 2.1, 2.3, SL 2.1

Language ARTS: Speaking and Listening; Math – collecting data
• Set up the class to do a survey about people’s favorite 

colors. Teams of students should go to the other classes in 
the building with two questions:
1. What is your favorite color?
2. What is your least favorite color?

Students in the classes will write their answers on paper sup-
plied by your class. Respondents should include in their answers “B” for boy and “G” for girl. When all of the classes 
have been surveyed, work as a class to tally the results. The results can be generated in a report that shows favor-
ite and least favorite colors by class, grade, and sex.

W 2.7; SL 2.1, 2.3
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