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Dear Fellow Hikers, 
 
The following update was released by the Santa Catalina Ranger District on July 23rd 
regarding the status of the Bighorn Fire and the ongoing closure of the Coronado National 
Forest and Pusch Ridge Wilderness.  The good news is that the fire is now 100% contained 
thanks to the recent rains.  The bad news is that the closure order will remain in effect for some 
time (possibly until November 1st).  We are all anxious to return to our favorite trails to see what 
impact the fire has made.  However, as the statement below stresses, conditions in the closure 
area remain dangerous and there are significant penalties for violating the closure order. 
 
Bighorn Fire 100% Contained, Rain Forecasted May Cause Floods in the Area 
Tucson, AZ, July 23, 2020 – The Bighorn Fire is 100% contained as of today. The fire burned 119,978 
acres to include iconic areas near Tucson like Mt. Lemmon and the upper Sabino Canyon watershed. 
While the fire is a 100% contained, residual heat within the containment line may be visible for some 
time. A closure order remains in effect for public safety as there are hazards in the burn scar and the 
Bighorn Fire increased the possibility of flooding downstream and of sediment and debris runoff. 
 
"Fire crews worked tirelessly to suppress the fire and fortunately they were able to do so without loss of 
life or values at risks", said Forest Supervisor, Kerwin Dewberry. "However, we can't let our guard down. 
Significant weather in the area can result in floods downstream and debris runoff. We urge the public to 
adhere to the closure order and avoid visiting the burned area for their own safety." 
 
"I know people are curious but now is not the time to be curious. Public health and safety is our number 
one priority", said Santa Catalina District Ranger, CJ Woodard.  "Rain is forecasted through the 
weekend. We want people to be safe. Please respect the closure order and stay apprised of weather 
alerts issued by Pima County." 
 
Post-fire events can result in tragic losses even years after the fire occurred. It takes time for vegetation 
and habitats to recover from fire events like the Bighorn Fire. We all need to remain vigilant. Federal and 
local agencies are taking steps to reduce the risks to life and safety downstream from the burned area. 
However, we also encourage residents in the area to develop individual plans to protect themselves and 
their property, and to remain aware of flashflood warnings issues by Pima, Pinal and Cochise Counties. 
 

For your information, here is the link to the Closure Order: and a map of the closure area:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/coronado/alerts-notices/?aid=60148 
 
Catalina State Park also remains closed for now.  We hope it will reopen soon.  We will give you 
all an update on that and any changes to the National Forest closure as soon as we get new 
information.  
 
Also, we have learned that the University of Arizona Institutes for Resilience will present a free 
webinar series on the impact of the Bighorn Fire.  Here is the link to the website for information 
on the series and how to register for the webinars:  https://environment.arizona.edu/fire-on-the-
mountain 
 
Thank you for your patience during this incredibly challenging time.  Stay well and stay safe. 

Tim Butler 
SBHC Vice-President 
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