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HIKING IN THE DOLOMITES OF ITALY 

 Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
      Submitted by Michael Caryl   

                                                        
 

The SaddleBrooke Hiking Club’s program for 

January 15, 2020, is entitled “Hiking in the 

Dolomites of Italy.” The program will be presented 

by three of the club’s most prominent and 

experienced guides: Roy Carter, Tim Butler, and 

Cheryl Werstler.  These three have separately made 

trips to the Dolomites on at least five occasions. 

 

Dolomite is a pale rock, loosely defined as limestone 

which contains magnesium and is found all over the 

world. But the Dolomites of Italy are home to some 

of the most beautiful and striking mountains found 

anywhere. Not surprisingly, the Dolomites are a 

playground for world class skiing and other outdoor 

activities such as hiking and biking.  

 

 
 

The region commonly referred to as the Dolomites 

contains nine distinct mountain ranges which contain 

18 peaks higher than 10,000 feet.  All but the Brenta 

range are located east of Bolzano, within 25 miles of 

Cortina. All of the Alta Vias, which are promoted as 

multi-day trails for long-distance trekking, pass 

through this area; but the entire area is one big hiking 

venue for all skill levels. Many trails and iron cable 

features of the area date from WW1, which involved 

fierce, high-altitude fighting between Italy and 

Austria.  

 

 
 

The program will describe trip experiences which 

ranged from totally unsupported (i.e., planned and 

conducted on their own) to highly supported (i.e., 

with generous ground/logistical support and guides). 

The program will provide those interested in visiting 

this stunning region with a baseline for planning their 

own trip.  

 

 

http://saddlebrookehikingclub.com/
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The program will feature each presenter’s top photos 

for their visits and describe each person’s favorite 

hike in fair detail.  The hikes featured in this program 

have significant accumulated gains and distances in 

mountainous terrain in a region with breathtaking 

views in every direction.  

 

My wife Claire and I are planning a trip to the 

Dolomites in the near future. I have consulted with 

both Roy and Tim on places to visit and the best way 

to approach a trip like this. I am expecting this to be a 

really great program. 

HIKING, BACKPACKING, AND 

PHOTOGRAPHING WESTERN 

WILDERNESS AREAS 

 Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
      Submitted by Bruce Hale                                                        

                                                        
 

Bob Shea will be our featured speaker at the 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020, SaddleBrooke 

Hiking Club Meeting.  Bob has been an active 

member of the club for 13 years since he and his 

wife, Peggy, moved to SaddleBrooke.  Bob is also an 

active member of the two SaddleBrooke photography 

clubs.  Other than hiking, his passion is landscape 

photography.   

 

 
 

Bob was born and raised in Reno, Nevada, and began 

hiking in the Sierra Nevada mountains at an early 

age.  He and Peggy have hiked and backpacked in 

numerous western wilderness areas over the past 30 

years.  He is a longtime member of the Wilderness 

Society, Sierra Club, Southern Utah Wilderness 

Alliance, Oregon Wild, American Hiking Society, 

and other organizations that seek to preserve U.S. 

wilderness areas, which is highly valued by hikers 

from throughout the world for delivering premium 

hiking experiences.  

 

Bob’s presentation will highlight five western United 

States wilderness areas he has experienced through 

hiking and backpacking. Of course, he will show 

many of the excellent landscape images we have 

come to appreciate here in SaddleBrooke. 

 

Hiking Club presentations are held most months on 

the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the SaddleBrooke 

1 Activity Center at 4 p.m. Club members and other 

SaddleBrooke residents are welcome to attend. 

ORIENTATION TO HIKING IN THE 

DESERT SOUTHWEST                 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020                    
Submitted by Frank Earnest      

                                  
 

If you are new to hiking in Arizona or have not hiked 

recently, and you want to learn about hiking in the 

Sonoran Desert from experienced SaddleBrooke 

Hiking Club Guides, you are invited to attend a 

Hiking Orientation Program from 2 - 4 p.m. on 

February 12, in the MountainView West 

Ballroom. 

 

Among the topics to be discussed are: 

  1) How to prepare for the desert's special conditions.  

  2) How to choose the hike that is right for you.  

  3) Recommended clothing and equipment. 

  4) Maps, online resources and much more!  

 

Our goals are to get you excited about hiking in our 

beautiful desert, to make your hiking more enjoyable, 

and to provide tips that will help you be safe in the 

desert. 

In addition to the Hiking Orientation Presentation, 

information will be shared about the SaddleBrooke 

Hiking Club itself, the types of hikes offered, and 

other club programs. This presentation is open to 
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everyone interested in hiking in Arizona. You do not 

have to be a member of the club to attend. For more 

information, call Tim Butler 520-825-0193, Frank 

Earnest 507-261-9175, or Ruth Caldwell 719-246-

1589. 

 

We hope to see all those interested in hiking in our 

desert southwest at this special program. 

CATALINA HILLS DRIVE TRASH 

CLEANUP 
Submitted by Walt Shields   

                                       

 

Many thanks to the following club volunteers for 

their participation in the Catalina Hills Drive trash 

cleanup on November 13:  Jane Kelly, Michael 

Kelly, Beth Jones, Bill Leightenheimer, Seth Basker, 

Tim Butler, Joy Rieckers and Walt Shields, 

coordinator. 

 

Our community is a more beautiful place as a result 

of their efforts. 

AZT IN A DAY                     
Submitted by Elisabeth Wheeler 

 

“AZT In A Day” is an attempt to hike, bike, and 

horseback ride all 800+ miles of the Arizona National 

Scenic Trail in 24 hours.  Twenty-four SaddleBrooke 

hikes hiked on the Arizona Trail to the American 

Flag Ranch on October 12.   

 

 
SaddleBrooke Hikers at American Flag Ranch 
                                                                            Photo by Kevin Armbrust 

 

They were part of the 759 people who were out on 

the Arizona Trail that day.  There were 469 hikers, 

215 runners, 62 mountain bikers, 11 equestrians, and 

2 people rolled through by wheelchair.  Together 

5,266 trail miles were amassed in 24 hours.  That is 

enough to cover the Arizona Trail’s 800-mile length 

over 6 times in a single day - 97.5% of the 100 

sections were completed.   

 

By popular demand, AZT In A Day is coming back 

next year on October 10, 2020.  Our SaddleBrooke 

Hiking Club will be participating. 

 

Volunteers of the Oracle Historical Society opened 

the American Flag Ranch house for tours.  Volunteer 

John recited cowboy poetry.  Kevin Armbrust 

highlighted the history of the territorial post office in 

the ranch house from 1880 - 1890.  Hikers explored 

the exhibits inside the ranch house.  Guides were Roy 

Carter and Elisabeth Wheeler 

SADDLEBROOKE HIKING CLUB LOGO 
Submitted by Ruth Caldwell    

                                  

 

Would you like to have the SaddleBrooke Hiking 

club logo on a favorite shirt?  We have an 

embroiderer right here in SaddleBrooke that will do 

that for you!   

 

    
 

 

She can put the logo on T-shirts, tech shirts and even 

hiking shirts for the low cost of $15 if you provide 

the shirt.  Her contact information:  Mary Gajeske,  

520-818-1732,  mauilover49@yahoo.com. 

2020 HIKING CLUB SPRING PICNIC    

March 27, 2020 
Submitted by Missy Rodey       

                               

 

It’s time to sign up for SaddleBrooke Hiking Club’s 

Annual Spring Picnic.  It is set for Friday, March 27, 

mailto:mauilover49@yahoo.com
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2020, at Oracle State Park. Formal events begin with 

a members’ meeting at 11:30 a.m. A buffet lunch will 

be served at noon. 

 

Morning hikes around Oracle State Park are also 

being organized by our awesome hiking guides. Stay 

tuned for details and sign-up information in a future 

SBHC bulletin. 

 

This year’s spring picnic features a chicken main dish 

and water, provided by the Hiking Club. It will be 

complemented by member-provided side dishes and 

desserts to share. The club also provides plates, 

napkins and eating utensils. Don’t forget to bring 

your own drinks. 

 

The picnic is free to all club members, but 

reservations are needed so we know how much food 

to order. Reserve your spot by March 1, 2020,  with 

Martha Hackworth at marthahackworth@gmail.com 

or 520-818-2573.  Please plan to bring side dishes or 

desserts to share according to the first letter of your 

last name:  

     A to K— Fruit, green or other salad 

     L to P— Pasta, potato or other hearty side dish  

     Q to Z— Yummy desserts 

 

Please label your dish and serving utensils.  Don’t 

forget to wear your nametag as well. Entrance to 

Oracle State Park is $7 per car (without a State Parks 

pass). Carpooling is encouraged. 

 

For more information about the picnic, call Seana 

Kobak at 425-241-6952 or Missy Rodey at                

970-749-3866. 

SABINO CANYON 
Submitted by Ruth Caldwell  

                                
 

On October 3, 2020, SaddleBrooke Hiking Club 

members enjoy a vista of Sabino Canyon from the 

Esperero Canyon Trail.   

 

 

Hikers:  Sue Bush, Phil Bush, Maria Menconi, Karen Schickedanz, Marie 
Bienkowski, Bernie Nagy, Jeanine Storrs, Kathryn Madore, Bruce 

Landeck, Marie Szentirmal, Dianna Wilson, Don Taylor, and Guide Ruth 

Caldwell                                                             Photo by Kathryn Madore 

MEXICO TRIPS 2019-2020 
Submitted by Phil McNamee    

                                
 

  A Closer Look Tours Exclusive SaddleBrooke 

Hiking Club Tours 2019-2020: 

 

On November 9, 2019, 19 members of the 

SaddleBrooke Hiking Club took part in a tour of the 

Colonial Cities in Mexico. We visited Guadalajara, 

Tequila, Morelia, Patzcuaro, Guanajuato, San Miguel 

de Allende, Queretaro, and finally Mexico City.  

 

These are the remaining tours offered to 

SaddleBrooke Hiking Club in 2020: 

 

The Monarch Butterflies in Mexico Tour 

February 21, 2020 departure 

7 days / 6 nights 

Mexico City, Coyoacan, Tialpujahua 

Single $1,950 

Double $1,450 

($45 off list price not including air fare) 

 

Baja Whales and Wine Tour 

March 15, 2020 departure 

8 days / 7 nights 

Ensenada, Guerrero Negro, El Rosario, Valle de 

Guadalupe. 

mailto:marthahackworth@gmail.com
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Single $2,150 

Double $1,825 

($50 off list price - includes bus departure from 

SaddleBrooke) 

 

Copper Canyon Tour 

April 1, 2020 

8 days / 7 nights 

Single $1,695 

Double $1,395 

($200 off list price, plus bus departure from 

SaddleBrooke) 

 

Details of all four trips can be found on the website 

of A Closer Look Tours:   acloserlooktours.com  

 

Contact Phil McNamee at mcnameephil@gmail.com 

if you are interested or require further information 

 

HOLD THE DATE – October 12-16, 2020 
By Ruth Caldwell  

                                         

 

The SBHC Trip Committee is organizing a regional 

hiking trip to Flagstaff, Arizona, for our fall hike next 

year.  

 

 
 

We plan to offer three days of hiking - October 13, 

14, & 15, 2020 (Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday).  

 

We are exploring lodging and camping options in the 

Flagstaff area. As with recent trips, this location is 

within a one-day’s drive of SaddleBrooke (255 

miles).  

I (Ruth Caldwell) will assist organizing the trip and 

help with choosing hikes, and Dale Leman will be the 

director/registrar. October should be a wonderful 

time to visit Flagstaff in the fall. Look for further 

information in club bulletins and newsletters.  

SAMANIEGO PEAK WORK PARTY 
Submitted by the Michael Hovan 

                             

 

Three members of our club (Michael Hovan, Beth 

Jones, and Seana Kobak) participated in an overnight 

backpack to Walnut Springs.  The hike commenced 

on the summit of Mt Lemmon and proceeded down 

the Samaniego Ridge Trail to the springs below 

Samaniego Peak.   

 

Each equipped with 3-foot loopers, the catclaw got 

massacred, and a superhighway was created to the 

peak.  It was also marked by dozens of cairns, to 

clearly direct the route.   

 

It is now much easier for those that want to climb this 

iconic peak, that looks over and protects our 

SaddleBrooke community. 

 

 

Seana on summit of Samaniego Peak 

VOLUNTEER SALUTE:  KAREN CUSANO 
Submitted by Ken Wong       

                                  
 

In July of 2011, Karen Cusano assumed 

responsibilities as the club’s Membership 

mailto:mcnameephil@gmail.com
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Coordinator, one of the most demanding jobs in the 

club. She retired this October after having served for 

over eight years.  Her diligence, commitment, hard 

work and innovation during her tenure has set a high 

bar for all who contribute to the success of our club. 

In recognition of her contributions, she was selected 

by the Board as the club’s 2018 Trailblazer.  Her 

name is inscribed on the perpetual plaque hanging in 

the HOA#1 clubhouse, with the words on the plaque 

aptly describing her work: “For meritorious service 

above and beyond simply being a member of the 

hiking club, for performing duties greater than 

expected, and for exhibiting leadership that we all 

admire…” 

 

 
 

Karen’s parting words were that she enjoyed her 

eight years as Membership Coordinator, and strongly 

encourages others to volunteer and give back to the 

club.  She remains very active in other clubs and 

activities in SaddleBrooke, and also performs 

community service with social justice/human rights 

work in Tucson.   

 

Karen’s successor is Beth Jones, and we thank Beth 

for stepping up and taking on this important club 

role.  All membership related questions or requests 

can now go to her.  Beth’s phone number is 423-227-

5616, and her email address is: 

bethannjones.831@gmail.com. 

SADDLEBROOKE HIKERS WENT ON A 

“SEARCH AND DESTROY” 
Submitted by the Elisabeth Wheeler 

                             

 

 
 
SaddleBrooke Hikers Participate in an October Work Party on the 

Arizona Trail                                                   Photo by Gary Faulkenberry 

 

SaddleBrooke hikers went on a “Search and Destroy” 

mission to remove catclaw bushes growing on the 

southern end of the Oracle Passage of the Arizona 

Trail.  Catclaw can bloody arms and legs of hikers 

and bike riders who travel the trail.  Two sub-groups 

renovated drainage ditches to improve the trail 

tread.   

 

Trail volunteers celebrated their excellent work with 

treats by Liz McClutcheon and Elaine 

Fagan.  Beverages were provided by Mike 

Knowlton.  Leaders were Zach MacDonald of the 

Arizona Trail Association; Co-Stewards Ray Peale, 

Elisabeth Wheeler; and Gary Faulkenberry.   

mailto:bethannjones.831@gmail.com


 
 

7 

 

 

 

The January Work Session will be Wednesday, 

January 15, departing from SaddleBrooke at 7:30 

a.m.  To join the fun or contribute treats email: 

    Seana Kobak, seanabk88@gmail.com, or  

    Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com.   

2020 BANFF FILM FESTIVAL WORLD 

TOUR – Saturday, March 7, 2020 
Submitted by the Aaron Schoenberg 

                             

 

The Banff Film Festival World Tour returns to the 

Fox Theater in Tucson and on Saturday, March 7, 

2020; and I will once again be guiding this annual 

outing to this series of outdoor adventure films. I  

have purchased 20 tickets for the group; and this 

performance will sell out, so contact me (825-2060 or 

askus3@centurylink.net) to get your tickets in 

advance. Tickets this year are $15. For the time 

being, save the date on your calendar; and I will start 

accepting reservations on Monday, January 20. 

 

Don’t miss the epic stories of remote journeys, 

ground-breaking expeditions, and cutting-edge 

adventures told through the eyes of adventurers, 

authors, photographers, and filmmakers from around 

the globe. Ignite your passion for adventure, action, 

and travel! This tour will exhilarate you with 

amazing big-screen stories and take you on a journey 

to exotic locations. Paddle through the wildest 

waters, and climb the highest peaks!  

 

These are the best films selected by a panel of judges 

at Banff last summer and then packaged to present at 

showings around the world. We are fortunate that 

Tucson is one location that is chosen and sponsored 

by Summit Hut on the Banff Film World Tour. Doors 

open at 6:00 P.M., and the show will run from 7:00 

until a little after 10 P.M.  So, plan on returning to 

SaddleBrooke around 11 P.M. Saturday night.  

 

For those that want to carpool, meet at Mountain 

View at 4:00 P.M. This allows time to eat out at Café 

Milano (next door to the Fox Theater, menu: 

lafuficaffemilano.com ); get parked; and be able to 

get seats close together, as seating is on a first 

come/first served basis. 

 

 

GRAND CANYON RIM-TO-RIM 
Submitted by the Michael Hovan 

                             

 

Former club president, Norm Rechkemmer, led a 

group of club members on the Rim-to-Rim hike at the 

Grand Canyon this fall.  The group took a park 

shuttle to the north rim the prior day and then 

departed down the North Kaibab Trail at 5 a.m. using 

headlamps.   

 

 
 

After a 6000-foot descent past roaring springs, 

cottonwoods, and ribbon falls, the group reached 

Phantom Ranch for a quick lunch break and chat with 

other hikers.   

 

 
 

Tom Geiger, Michael Hovan, Norm Rechkemmer, Bertie Litchfield 

 

After crossing Silver Bridge, suspended high over the 

Colorado River, the route continued up Bright Angel 

mailto:seanabk88@gmail.com
mailto:hikerelisabeth@gmail.com
mailto:askus3@centurylink.net
http://www.lafuficaffemilano.com/en/menu/3/dinner/
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Trail.  After 23.5 miles and 5761-foot elevation gain, 

the hike was completed in about 12 hours.   

NEW GATE INSTALLED ON THE 

ARIZONA TRAIL 
Submitted by the Seanna Kobak 

 

Zach Macdonald, Assistant Trail Director for the 

Arizona Trail, had big plans for the work session on 

Wednesday, November 20.  He was finally going to 

replace the rickety wire fence at the culvert where the 

AZT crosses under Oracle (route 77) at Tiger Mine 

Road.  Zach told our SB crew “I’ve wanted to replace 

that gate for 15 years!” 

 

Everything was set…..the new gate was fabricated, 

the installation crew was scheduled, Americorp 

youths were going to be there to provide the labor to 

move the fence line, and our SaddleBrook volunteers 

were going to be there to fill in where needed.   

 

But it rained most of the afternoon on Tuesday, and it 

poured overnight.  It was looking bleak.  The forecast 

called for more rain and a threat of flash floods!  But 

at 7:15 a.m., the rain stopped!  And there were only a 

few light sprinkles all morning!  The cool air turned 

out to be a blessing for the vigorous work that lay 

ahead! 

 

Four Saddlebrook volunteers (Ray Peale, Steve 

Aiken, Dennis Randleman, and Seana Kobak), 

undaunted by the weather, set out to Oracle to help 

with the project. One of the volunteers, Dennis 

Randleman, new to Saddlebrook, grew up on a ranch 

and was looking forward to his first AZT Volunteer 

Trail Maintenance Party.  Treats were provided by 

Elisabeth Wheeler, Elaine Fagen, and Seana Kobak.  

 

The gate installer and Americorp crew arrived at 8:30 

am.  Zach immediately set the plan in motion.  The 

old gate was quickly removed with the help of wire 

cutters, post remover (hi-lift jack), jack hammers (to 

remove the old concrete), and a bobcat.   

 

Meanwhile, the Americorp crew cleared the area for 

the new fence, removed the sand on the embankment 

(so that cows would not be able to knock over the 

fence), and installed new posts.  

Also, at the same time, our SB volunteers dug a new 

hole and installed the iconic AZT trail post sign. 

 

 
 
 

Bobcat removing old posts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ray Peale and Dennis Randleman assisting crew with digging holes for 
the new gate. 
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Steve Aiken posing by new iconic AZT trail sign that he and other SB 
volunteers installed 

 

 
 

Americorp crew installing new fence posts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Americorp crew installing new fence posts 

 

 

 
 
Bush method to mixing concrete—using a tarp 

 

While the crew was mixing concrete (in a tarp! —

who needs a wheel barrel?), we feasted on cookies 

provided by Elisabeth Wheeler and Elaine Fagan.  

Other breakfast treats were provided by Seana 

Kobak.  The Americorp group were especially 

grateful for the yummies. 
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The four SB volunteers first to use the new gate.  (Left to right: Dennis 

Randleman, Ray Peale, Seana Kobak and Steve Aiken). 

 

The Americorp group (12 of them) are in their third 

week of a 9-month service commitment.  The group 

of “kids”, a delightful bunch, ranged in ages from 18 

to 24.  Some had just finished high school and were 

taking a gap year before heading to college.  Others 

were still in college or had just finished college but 

wanted a year to figure out their future plans.  They 

were from all over the United States.  But after just 

2+ weeks together, it was clear that there were some 

lifelong friendships starting to blossom.  They have 

been working for several weeks in the Tucson area 

for the ATA primarily around West Spring above 

Molino Basin in the Santa Catalinas (officially on 

Passage 10 Redington Pass).  Soon they will be sent 

to another part of the country (unknown at this point) 

for other projects.   

 

Americorp groups typically are housed in church 

basements or even tents, but this group was ever so 

lucky.  A generous snow bird is allowing the group to 

stay in their Tucson home until they are shipped to 

their next destination.  They have taken advantage of 

the kitchen to make group meals.  Wednesday night’s 

dinner was chickpea curry or leftover “spaget”.  

Needless to say, the treats provided were scarfed up 

quickly!  Had I thought about it, I would have 

ordered pizza for them! 

 

The new gate is now installed and is functional.  The 

gate was fabricated by Rob Bauer of Catalina.  Rob 

has manufactured and installed almost all of the 80+ 

gates on the Arizona Trail.  The gate is sturdy enough 

to withstand a stampede of cows!  Actually, Wendy 

Lotze (volunteer coordinator for ATA) said that the 

gate has to “withstand the 40 somethings that like to 

swing on the gate”.  Please go see the new gate! 

 

Would you like to join the fun of working on the 

Arizona Trail?  The January work party will be 

Wednesday, January 15, departing from 

Saddlebrooke at 7:30 a.m. To sign up, email Seana 

Kobak at seanabk88@gmail.com. 

ARIZONA TRAIL IN A DAY 2019 
Submitted by the Kaori Hashimoto 

 

On October 12 for the Arizona Trail In A Day 2019, 

six of us hiked the AZT Passage 13 in Oracle from 

the Tiger Mine Trailhead to American Flag Ranch 

Trailhead. Led by AZT coordinator Ellen Shoppes, 

we covered the hike from north to south.   

 

 
 
Group photo names from Left to Right:  Fred Norris, Ray Peale, Doug 

Sherwood, Ellen Shopes, Kathy Sherwood, Seth Basker, Harry Ford, 
Kaori Hashimoto 

 

There was a pleasant breeze all along and shade at 

the Windmill, where we had a rest talking to the park 

attendant on horseback.  We also encountered a 

group from Phoenix going through the northbound 

passage. Past the hallway point, we met up with Fred 

and Ray who shuttled us in the morning; and they 

joined us to finish the 8.6 miles hike.   

 

Ellen suggested we log onto AZT.org to report our 

completion which was a small part but quite 

satisfying to participate in the event, thinking of all 

the other people on the entire 800 miles trail across 

Arizona. 
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HUMPHREY’S PEAK 
Submitted by the Michael Hovan       

                     
 

Humphrey's Peak (12,633 Feet) is the highest point in 

Arizona, and is the remnant of a much larger volcano 

that exploded many years ago, similar to Mt Saint 

Helens.   

Four club members made a last-minute ascent on 

October 25, just before snow engulfed the peak with 

temperatures in the teens.  We stayed the prior night 

in Flagstaff, where we enjoyed rib eyes, sweet potato 

fries, and peanuts at the Texas Roadhouse.   

 

The 3360-foot climb begins at 9300 feet elevation at 

the Snow Bowl ski area (already higher than Mt 

Lemmon).  Oxygen was in short supply, but there 

were plenty of loose rocks.  At the summit, we met a 

group of retirees from a hiking club in Prescott who 

took our photo.  The views were fantastic, and 

everyone had a happy day, and some of us a happy 

meal at McDonald's on the way home. 

 

 
 
Michael Hovan, Seana Kobak, Linda Eglin, Beth Jones 

2020 ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL 

MONUMENT CLASS C & C! HIKING TRIP   

Monday – Wednesday, February 24-26, 2020 
Submitted by the Aaron Schoenber 

 

This year Aaron Schoenberg is guiding a trip for the 

SBHC to Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument for 

Class C & C! hikers. We will be taking several hikes 

over 3 days. They will include an ascent to the scenic 

Bull Pasture via Estes Canyon, a grand tour of some 

of the gold/silver mine sites in the park, and an 

exploration of Arch Canyon which includes the 

viewing of a couple of arches and amazing rock 

formations.  
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Based on my exploration of this area last year at this 

time, we also will be treated with plentiful blooming 

of poppies. Lastly, we will see the only organ pipe 

cactus habitat in the US which is the unique feature 

that this park is named.  

 

 
 

Linda Eglin on the trail through a poppy meadow in Arch Canyon. This is 

one of the hikes we will traverse on our trip. 

 

Depending on the park ranger/naturalist schedule, we 

will plan to partake in several lectures and programs 

including a night sky presentation provided by the 

National Park Service. For those lodging in Ajo, I 

hope to also schedule a historic walk of this cultural 

community by their Chamber of Commerce.  

 

The exact schedule for the mine hike, which is 

scheduled by the National Park Service, is dependent 

on the weather and shuttle arrangements.   

 
 

Organ Pipe Cactus 

 

By the 1st of January, I will have a specific hike 

schedule set up and be able to give you detailed 

hiking plans and lodging arrangements. Starting with 

the New Year, I will start accepting commitments for 

this trip, which is limited to 12 participants.  

 

Upon inquiry, you will receive a questionnaire with 

lodging in Ajo/camping information in the National 

Monument. Receipt of the questionnaire is required 

by a deadline of Wednesday, January 29, which will 

allow me to make travel arrangements and final 

coordination of plans.  

 

Contact info:  

   Aaron Schoenberg – Cell phone: (845) 987-4893 

   E-mail: askus3@centurylink.net 

 

When contacting me, make sure you supply e-mail 

address, so I can reply to you with word attachments. 

 

GORGEOUS FALL COLORS ON     

MOUNT LEMMON 
Submitted by the Ruth Caldwell 

 

Saddlebrooke hikers were treated to a beautiful show 

of fall colors on two separate hikes during the last 

week of October.  The maples, oaks, and aspens 

along the Bear Wallow and Sunset trails were 

showing a splendid array of red, orange, and yellow. 

 

 

 

mailto:askus3@centurylink.net
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Hikers on the 5-mile C hike included: Phyllis Stensland, Marcia Munich, 

Debra Engleman, Kathryn Madore, with guide Ruth Caldwell 

 

 
 
Hikers on the 3.2-mile D hike included:  John Capri, Laurie Capri, Chris 

Sweat, Bobbie Patton, Joel Wetzel, with guide Ruth Caldwells. 

 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE SEEKS NEW 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Submitted by the Michael Caryl        

                        
 

The Hiking Club’s Program Committee is short its 

third member, and we are actively now recruiting.  

We were so fortunate to have had Laurel Parrott as 

one of our team for many years, and her contribution 

to the committee and the club was exceptional. 

Recently, however, Laurel and her spouse moved 

outside of SaddleBrooke.   

 

For those members who may not be familiar with our 

committee, the Program Committee each year 

recruits speakers who give oral presentations to the 

club’s membership (usually with video or slides) on 

the third Wednesday of each month during the club’s 

program season (October, November, and January 

through May).  We have a full roster of speakers for 

the program year 2019 – 2020.  The committee will 

begin the process of recruiting speakers for the next 

program year, 2020 – 2021, in February 2020. The 

committee generally meets only two or three times a 

year, and the biggest time focus is between February 

and May with the recruitment process.  As long as I 

have been on the committee, we have had a full roster 

of speakers for the next program year by May of the 

existing year. 

 

The ideal new program committee member would be 

a relatively long-term and active member of the 

hiking club, very familiar with club hiking, and a 

regular attendee of the Club’s third Wednesday 

presentations.  Even so, I joined the program 

committee early on in my membership in the hiking 

club almost three years ago and had only attended a 

couple of the third Wednesday presentations. I caught 

on fast. 

 

The committee has always been a very cordial 

organization. The principal work is recruiting seven 

speakers in the spring of the year (to present the 

following year) and then introducing the speakers at 

our third Wednesday meetings. There is really not 

much more to it than that. Persons interested should 

call me at 206-617-0225, or committee member 

Bruce Hale at 720-503-0361. 
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SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK HIKE 
Submitted by Ruth Caldwell   

                                 
 

On the 10th of October, ten SaddleBrooke hiking 

club members, with guide Ruth Caldwell, hiked the 

Wildhorse loop trail up to Garwood Dam.   

 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Ruth Caldwell 
 

It was a beautiful sunny day with temps in the 70’s as 

we headed south from the Speedway entrance toward 

the site of the old Bar G Ranch.  This Ranch is where 

the dam was built by Nelson Garwood in the 1940’s 

as a source of domestic water for livestock.  Nothing 

remains of the ranch buildings, but the dam still 

spans Wildhorse Canyon. Along the trail we were 

graced with the presence of not only one but two 

desert tortoises!  

AZ TRAIL WORK 
Submitted by Elisabeth Wheeler 

                                 
 

 

 Photo by Zach MacDonald 

Cool temperatures and rain-soaked soils create 

optimal conditions for digging out catclaw on the 

Arizona Trail.  Thirteen SaddleBrooke hikers cleared 

a mile of trail on December 4.  The camaraderie 

continued over baked goodies and coffee afterward.   
 

Thanks to Chris Jeffries, Rick Rupp and Seana 

Kobak for providing the treats.  The next Arizona 

Trail work party is January 15.  To join the fun email 

Seana Kobak, seanabk88@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Future Trips 
Destination Dates Contact Person 

Death Valley 

National Park, CA 

Jan. 28-30, 

2020 

Frank Earnest 

fearnestiv@gmail.com 

Organ Pipe Cactus 

Nat. Monument – 

Class C 

Feb. 24-26, 

2020 

AaronSchoenberg        

askus3@centurylink.net 

Banff Film Festival 

World Tour 

March 7, 

2020 

AaronSchoenberg        

askus3@centurylink.net 

SBHC Trip to 

Flagstaff 

October 12-

16, 2020 

Ruth Caldwell     

azcaldwell3@gmail.com 

The Colonial Cities 

Tour 

October 17, 

2010 

Phil McNamee   

mcnameephil@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:seanabk88@gmail.com
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News You Can Use 
AZ. Trail Work Session              

Meet:  MountainView Lot 

1/15  

Wed. 

7:30 A.M.  -  Noon 

Hiking in the Dolomites of Italy     

Program 
1/15    

Wed. 

4:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

SBHC Social Hour                      

Agave Lounge HOA #1 

1/15   

Wed. 

5:00 P.M. 

Recreation & Activities Fair 

MountainView Ballroom 

2/25  

Sat 

 

Orientation to Hiking in the     

Desert Southwest          

MountainView Ballroom West                  

 

2/12   

Wed. 

2:00 – 4:00 P.M. 

Volunteer Appreciation Event   

HOA 1 Activities Center 

2/18  

Tues. 

4:00 – 7:00 P.M. 

AZ. Trail Work Session             

Meet:  MountainView Lot 

2/19    

Wed. 

7:30 A.M.  -  Noon 

Hiking, Backpacking, and 

Photographing Western    

Wilderness Areas 

2/19     

Wed. 

4:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

SBHC Social Hour                      

Agave Lounge HOA #1 

2/19   

Wed. 

5:00 P.M. 

Spring Hiking Picnic              

Oracle State Park      

3/27   

Fri. 

11:30 A.M. 

 

Hiking Information
 

HIKE RATINGS, PACE AND ELEVATION CHANGE 

Ratings 

Ratings are based on the following round-trip distances and accumulated gains in elevation over the course of the 

hike. The hike rating is determined by one (or both) of the two values being exceeded. For example, if a hike 

exceeds the criterion for distance but not for corresponding elevation, the rating would be set for distance. In the 

hike descriptions that follow, both parameter values are exceeded for some hikes. However, that does not 

necessarily justify a higher combined rating. 

 

Hike Rating Distance (miles) Accumulated Elevation Gain (feet) 

A >14 >3000 

B >8 to 14 >1500 to 3000 

C >4 to 8 >500 to 1500 

D ≤4 ≤500 

 

Special Conditions 

There are two symbols that can be added to the above letter ratings, to provide further information for hikers.  

These symbols indicate some special conditions that might make the hike easier, or more difficult, then the letter 

ratings would suggest. 

 

“!” The exclamation point after a letter rating means there are special conditions that make this hike more 

difficult than the mileage/elevation gain rating would suggest.  For instance, a C! hike, is more like a B hike in 

terms of difficulty. This is due to unusual trail conditions, such as a very rocky trail, large steps up or down, or 

more exposure (steep banks or a cliff) which are present. 

 

“☺” The smiley face after a letter rating means there are special conditions that make this hike easier than the 

mileage/elevation gain rating would suggest.  For instance, a C☺ is more like a D hike in terms of difficulty.  

This is due to better than usual trail conditions such as a smoother trail surface or paved trail, little elevation gain, 

hikes that are primarily educational with frequent stops. 
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Pace 

Pace for our hikes is described in terms of the moving average speed in miles per hour (MPH) over the course of 

a hike. The overall average speed is much more variable, depending on the number and duration of rest breaks 

and lunch, and the condition of a particular trail (smooth and flat versus rocky and steep). The following four 

categories are used to describe pace in the hike descriptions. The following four categories are used to describe 

pace in the newsletter: 

 

Pace Moving Average Speed (MPH) 

Leisurely <1.5 

Slow 1.5 to <2.0 

Moderate 2.0 to <2.5 

Fast ≥2.5 

Elevation Change 

Three indicators are used in the hike descriptions to convey hike difficulty as it relates to elevation change: 

Net Elevation Change is generally the change in elevation obtained by subtracting the starting elevation from the 

highest (or lowest) point reached during the course of the hike, in feet. This estimate may be obtained from USGS 

maps or a global positioning system (GPS). If no destination is listed, which may be the case for loop hikes or 

point-to-point hikes, net change is defined as the difference between the trailhead elevation and the highest 

elevation reached during the hike. If net elevation lost between the trailhead and the destination, a minus sign is 

used to show that elevation is lost. If an elevation profile is available, which applies in this database to mostly the 

Arizona Trail hikes for which GPS tracks have been generated, the net elevation change is the difference between 

the highest and lowest points along the trail. 

Accumulated Gain is the sum of all upward stretches of a hike as recorded by a GPS device over the course of the 

entire hike. Accumulated elevation gain is always a more accurate indicator of hike difficulty than net change in 

elevation. 

 

Accumulated Loss, another measure of hike difficulty, is the sum of all downward stretches of a hike. 

Accumulated elevation loss is useful for some downhill hikes and is usually obtained with a GPS 

device. 

 

A cursory critique of the definition for “net elevation change” reveals that it is vague and imprecise and provides 

limited insight into trail difficulty (which is more accurately described in terms of accumulated gain or loss 

(parameters that are measured by GPSs). However, accumulated gain/loss information is unavailable for many 

hikes in the database, so net change has, for the time being, been retained because it is the only statistic available. 

 

Accumulated gains are always greater than net elevation changes, except for point-to-point hikes where the 

destination is at a lower elevation than trailhead elevation. In this case, the accumulated gain could be much 

lower than the net elevation change. A good example of this is the hike from the top of Mt. Lemmon to Catalina 

State Park, which actually results in little gain but rather a significant accumulated loss. For loop and out-and- 

back hikes, accumulated elevation gains are usually greater, sometimes much greater, than net elevation 

changes. 
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Hikes Offered
 

Wednesday, January 01, 2020 Sweetwater Preserve (short version). Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [507, 10:00 

AM, $6]. The trailhead is at the end of Tortolita Road, one mile off El Camino del Cerro. The 703-acre preserve is 

in the Tucson Mountains (this is not the Sweetwater Trail which leads to Wasson Peak.) There is a system of trails 

within the park made in 2008 by a crew of Pima County trail builders. It consists of 12 distinct loops and paths that 

interconnect so they can be linked together. Each trail is 0.5 to 1.5 miles in length. A map of the area may be found 

on the website (www.sdmb.org/trail-Sweetwater.html). Hike 4.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2464 feet; net elevation 

change 220 feet; accumulated gain 310 feet; RTD 60 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost 262-385-2478  

janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, January 02, 2020 Canyon Loop, Birding, and Nature Trails. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW- Moderate 

[136, 08:00 AM,  $2 + $2]. Starting at the main trailhead in Catalina State Park, this hike traverses an area that is a 

great example of the Sonoran Desert and its riparian areas. We first hike the Nature Trail which has panoramic 

views, and then continue onto the Canyon Loop Trail. We will fork onto the Birding Loop Trail prior to returning. If 

the group is really ambitious, we will swing through the Canyon Loop Trail the opposite way we came for a total of 

6.7  miles. Depending upon the season, some water crossings are possible. Hike 4.6  miles; trailhead elevation 2700 

feet; net elevation change __ feet;  accumulated gain 370 feet; RTD 24 miles. Karen Gray. 520-351-2058, 

kgrayinaz@yahoo.com. 

 

Friday, January 03, 2020 Description: Double Crested/Dome Trail. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [8:00 AM, 

$0]. This hike is on a newly constructed trail to Big Dome Rock that passes a rare double crested saguaro.  Many 

SaddleBrooke residents have a view from their homes of "Dome Rock" - the large dome formation to the east that is 

bald in the middle with patchy vegetation on both sides, and located about a third of the way up to Charouleau Gap. 

The hike departs from the south end of S Arroyo Way in Unit 21. We cross Canada del Oro Wash, and then follow 

the newly developed route east through a small wash, and along several ridgelines to our destination.  We will pass 

through interesting granite formations, with many saguaros and ocotillo forests.  One of the highlights along the 

way is "Double Beauty", a rare double crested saguaro registered with the Crested Saguaro Society.  On top of the 

dome there are great 360- degree views of SaddleBrooke and Catalina.  We will return by the same route.   Hike 3.5 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 750 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 0 miles. 

[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net 

 

Sunday, January 05, 2020 Douglas Spring Trail to the Campground. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [170, 07:30 

AM, $8]. Hikers drive to the east end of Speedway to reach the Douglas Spring Trailhead. The hike involves 

moderately some steep hiking on a well-used trail to the campground. Coming back we may take the spur out and 

back to Bridal Wreath Falls, and follow Douglas Spring Trail back to the trailhead. The trails are mostly open, so 

bring sun protection. Bring lunch. Hike 13.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2800 feet; net elevation change 2165 feet; 

accumulated gain 2684 feet; RTD 80 miles. [Guide: Susan Hollis, 825-6819, slhollis@yahoo.com.] 

 

Monday, January 06, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 8:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail 

in-out or as a loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or counter-

clockwise). Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side trail 

traverses several rocky washes. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return.  There is a very scenic 

large flat-rock area above the falls. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no 

significant water crossings. Hikers may stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.sdmb.org/trail-Sweetwater.html&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3r85QgpeefJKngOpT6PDoo
mailto:janetlynnfrost@gmail.com
mailto:kgrayinaz@yahoo.com
mailto:slhollis@yahoo.com
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Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 

miles.  [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, January 06, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Wild Mustang / Cochie Springs Loop. Rating: B.  Pace: 

Moderate [468, 08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins in the hikers parking area of the Ritz Carlton and proceeds up a 

connecting spur behind the hotel to join the Upper Javelina trail. After a short distance it connects with the Wild 

Mustang trail which meanders north over rolling mountainous terrain with beautiful views of the Catalinas. At a 

cairn-marked spur (N32 30 16.3, W 111 04 02.9) the trail, which is less developed, climbs near a crested saguaro 

over two saddles to its highest point and descents steeply into Cochie Canyon where an old ranch and windmill are 

located. It then joins the Cochie Springs trail for a long loop back to join the Wild Mustang trail. The hike can be 

done in either direction but involves steeper climbs going clockwise. Hike 10.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2780 feet; 

net elevation change 1390 feet; accumulated gain 2457 feet.; RTD 44 miles. [Michael Hovan,  

michaelhovan@ameritech.net.] 

 

Tuesday, January 07, 2020  David Yetman Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [165, 08:00 AM, $8]. The hike is 

an easy walk through typical vegetation of the Sonoran Desert. The trail has two trailheads; one at Camino de Oeste 

and one near the bottom of the west side of Gates Pass. Cars will be left at one end and hikers will drive to the other 

trailhead. From the Gates Pass side, the trail is easy for the first mile, easy down a wash, but steep upward for a 

short distance along the climb back up to the ridge. Hikers pass the Central Arizona Project, an old stone house built 

in the early 1930’s by Sherry Bowen, and a well that serves a wildlife watering tank. Bring lunch, water, hat, sun 

lotion, and hiking stick. Hike 6.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2800 feet; net elevation change 643 feet; accumulated 

gain 730 feet; RTD 75 miles. [Guide: Walt Shields. waltshields@mac.com, 520-404-8998.] 

 

Tuesday, January 07, 2020 Hidden Canyon Peak. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [220, 08:00 AM, $4]. This is a 

beautiful hike to a secluded hidden canyon in the upper reaches of the Sutherland Wash. There are many beautiful 

rock formations and saguaro cacti along the way. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral 

parking area and goes to the Grand Junction. From there it follows the Hidden Canyon trail to a rock ledge with a 

great view down the valley. The ledge is a great place for lunch. We will bushwhack from the ledge to the top of 

Hidden Canyon Peak and return via the same route. Hike 8.2 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation 

change 1042 feet; accumulated gain 1320 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required 

for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust 

Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and 

charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation 

permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Frank Earnest, 

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

Wednesday, January 08, 2020 Anza Trail / Tubac to Tumacacori. Rating: C☺. Pace: Moderate [14, 08:00 

AM, $14]. The hike begins at the Tubac Presidio State Historical Park and ends at Tumacacori National Monument. 

More information about the Anza Trail is available at www.anzatrail.com, 

http://www.solideas.com/DeAnsa/trailguide, www.solideas.com/DeAnsa/trailguide.  Hikers will cross rivers, but 

there are wooden bridges (no handrails) so we shouldn't get our feet wet. Sturdy walking shoes are fine (hiking 

shoes not required). We will lunch in Tumacacori at Wisdoms' Café. Bring $ for lunch, shopping. Golden Age Pass 

is needed for entrance to Tumacacori Historic Park. Shopping will be after lunch, if your driver is willing. Hike 4.5 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 100 - 200 feet; accumulated gain is minimal; RTD 144 

miles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com.] 

 

Thursday, January 09, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Wild Mustang Lookout at sunset and moonrise. Rating: C.  

Pace: Moderate [462, 3:00 PM, $4]. The hike takes place on the evening of the full moon, leaving at dusk and 

mailto:tucsontimmer@gmail.com
mailto:michaelhovan@ameritech.net
mailto:fearnestiv@gmail.com
http://www.anzatrail.com/
http://www.solideas.com/DeAnsa/trailguide
mailto:azcaldwell3@gmail.com


 
 

9 

 

 

 

arriving at the destination in time to observe sunset, and to watch the lights turn on in Oro Valley, Marana, and 

Tucson. The return will be by the light of the moon.  From the Wild Burro Trailhead we proceed through the wash 

to the Upper Javelina Trail and then connect to the Wild Mustang Trail. We will continue to the lookout where we 

will have a candle light dinner. The return is via the same route.  Hike 5.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net 

elevation change 795 feet; accumulated gain 950 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, January 10, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail 

in-out or as a loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or counter-

clockwise).  Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side trail 

traverses several rocky washes. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. There is a very scenic 

large flat-rock area above the falls. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no 

significant water crossings. Hikers may stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. 

Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 

miles. [Guide: ROB SIMMS  Spartan7375@gmail.com.] 

 

Friday, January 10, 2020 Wasson Peak via Sendero Esperanza and Hugh Norris Trails. Rating: B. Pace: 

Moderate [480, 08:00 AM, $9]. The hike begins at Sendero Esperanza Trailhead off Golden Gate Road. The route 

follows the Esperanza Trail (1.8 miles) to the Hugh Norris Trail and on to Wasson Peak (2.2 miles). The climb is 

gradual and the Hugh Norris section is primarily a ridge trail with spectacular views. The 360-degree views from 

Wasson Peak includeTucson and Santa Catalinas to the east, Green Valley/Santa Ritas to the south, Sells to the 

west, and Picacho to the north. We will lunch on top of the Peak and return the same way. Hike 8.0 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2960 feet; net elevation change 1624 feet; accumulated gain 1776 feet; RTD 73 miles (dirt). [Guides: 

Howie and Elaine Fagan, howieandelaine@q.com, 240-9556]. Note: when you respond please include your cell 

phone number. 

 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 OSP East Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [307, 08:00 AM, $4 + $2]. The hike 

begins at the Kannally Ranch House parking lot in Oracle State Park. Hikers follow the Nature Trail to the Wildlife 

Corridor Trail where we go northeast to the AZ Trail. At the intersection, we turn southeast and follow the trail to 

the intersection with the Manzanita Trail. We follow this trail west and onto the Nature Trail that takes us back to 

the trailhead. This route is fairly level with little elevation change with wide open views and interesting rock 

formations among the low desert plants. Hike 6.2 miles, trailhead elevation 4350 feet; net 

elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 760 feet; RTD 40 miles. 

[Guide: Randy Park, 825-6819, rparktucson@gmail.com.] 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 Cherry Tank to Unit 21.  Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [221, 08:00 AM, $4]. The hike 

begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area from the Lower Corral parking area. From there we proceed along the traditional 

route to Hidden Canyon where we will have  lunch. We then proceed to Cherry Tank and then take FR # 4432 to its 

intersection with Charouleau Gap Road. Lastly we return to Unit 21 on the Double Crested/Dome trail.  A car 

shuttle will be required, unless we have enough hikers for a key exchange. Hike approx.  9.1 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 860 feet; accumulated gain 1521 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to 

high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N.  Equestrian Trail. This hike is on 

or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include 

requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not 

public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. 

[Michael  Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

mailto:michaelhovan@ameritech.net
mailto:Spartan7375@gmail.com
mailto:rparktucson@gmail.com
mailto:michaelhovan@ameritech.net
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Monday, January 13, 2020 Arizona Trail: Oracle (Passage 13). Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [56, 07:30 AM, 

$4]. From the American Flag Trailhead the route proceeds in a northerly direction across National Forest Land and 

State Trust Land, crossing Webb Road and continuing to Oracle State Park. About halfway through the park it 

reaches Kannally Wash and windmill. Water is available at the windmill at this time.  A freshly constructed singlet 

rack contours to the west and northwest until reaching a culvert under Highway 77. It passes through the culvert and 

continues on Old Tiger Road for the last 1.5 miles to the Tiger Mine Trailhead. This will be a key exchange hike.  

Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevations 4416 feet south and 4066 feet north; net elevation change 435 feet; accumulated 

gains 950 feet northward and 1254 feet southward; RTD 41 miles. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, 

hikerelisabeth@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, January 13, 2020 Baby Jesus. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [96, 8:00 AM, $4]. The hike starts in the 

Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral and follows a jeep road that connects to the beginning of the Baby Jesus 

Trail across the Sutherland Wash.  Hikers follow the trail on the east side of Baby Jesus Ridge to a rock grouping 

that looks in profile like the Madonna and Child, (for which the ridge is named) seeing a “window,” beautiful 

saguaros, and rock formations along the way. The return is via the same route. Hike 7.5 miles; trailhead elevation 

3200 feet; net elevation change 702 feet; accumulated gain 1335 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or 

crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include 

requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust  land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not 

public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: 

Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 Phone Line Trail with Tram Ride Up. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [325, 08:00 AM, 

$6 + $ tram]. The hike begins from the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center parking lot.  After the ride up Sabino Canyon 

to tram stop # 9, we hike up to the Phone Line Trail and then back down the trail to the Center. The trail is above 

and generally parallels the tram road and provides outstanding views and photo opportunities of the canyon. There 

are extended stretches of exposed trail.  Hike 5.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3300 feet; net elevation change minus 

1035 feet; accumulated loss minus __ feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide:Karen Gray, 520-351 kgrayinaz.@yahoo.com.] 

 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 Rams Creek Basin. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [354, 10:00 AM, $2]. From the 

Rams Creek Pass subdivision, we hike up a wash on a new trail through nice vegetation and then climb 560 feet to a 

watering tank. There are great views of Rancho Vistoso, the Tortolitas, SaddleBrooke, and the Biosphere along the 

way. We then continue on to a waterfall where we will have lunch. The return is via the same route. Hike 5 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2600 feet; net elevation change 789 feet; accumulated gain 830 feet; RTD 21 miles. [Guide: 

Kathryn Madore, Kathryn.madore@gmail.com]. 

 

 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 Arizona Trail: Work Session. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [87, 7:30 AM, $4 

Paid by club]. Come and join the fun — it’s enjoyable to work side by side with other hiking club members, as we 

help maintain the “Oracle Passage” section of the Arizona National Scenic Trail. This 8.6-mile section starts at the 

American Flag TH, ambles through washes and across low ridges speckled with high desert plants just east of 

Oracle State Park, north to Highway 77 and onto the Tiger Mine Road to the TH. Generally, the work is light, and 

involves clipping, brushing, raking, pruning, building cairns and developing/clearing erosion control devices. Bring 

along gloves, hat, water, and pruners. Other tools, if needed, will be provided. The work session usually lasts about 

3 hours. Hike 3-4 miles. RTD 41 miles. The club will pay the $4 driver donation. [Guide: Seana Kobak, 

seanabk88@gmail.com, Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com, or Ray Peale, ray.peale@gmail.com]. 

 

mailto:hikerelisabeth@gmail.com
mailto:tucsontimmer@gmail.com
mailto:kgrayinaz.@yahoo.com
mailto:Kathryn.madore@gmail.com
mailto:ray.peale@gmail.com
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Wednesday, January 15, 2020 SBHC Program @4pm HOA#1 Activity Center. Occurs on 3rd Wednesday of 

October, November, January, February, March, April & May. January 15, 2020 Program: "Hiking Bear's Ears and 

Beyond" by Vaughn Hadenfeldt. 

 

 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 Esperero Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [178, 08:00 AM, $6]. The hike reaches 

a saddle known locally as Cardiac Gap, which overlooks Esperero Canyon. We'll warm up by hiking from the 

Sabino Canyon Visitor Center parking lot, through the Cactus Picnic Area and over a few small foothills to "the 

Gulch". The hiking is initially steep.... then it gets much steeper. We'll have lunch at the saddle (el. 4400 feet) while 

viewing the falls below, and return to the Visitor Center. Depending on the season, there may be water in the falls. 

Extra drinking water is recommended. Hike 7.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 1700 feet; 

accumulated gain 1940 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Susan Hollis, 825-6819, slhollis@yahoo.com] 

 

Friday, January 17, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Wild Mustang Trail to Jeb Peak. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[New, 8:00AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Wild Burro TH, and proceeds up the Hotel Spur to the Wild Mustang 

Trail. We then turn on an unmarked spur and continue the climb to Jeb Peak, the 3rd highest point in the Tortolita 

range. There are excellent 360-degree views of Tucson, Catalina, and Marana. Return is via the same route. Hike 

7.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 1390 feet; accumulated gain 1500 feet; RTD 44 miles. 

[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net]. 

 

Friday, January 17, 2020 Robles Pass Trails in Tucson Mountain Park. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [367, 

08:00 AM, $8]. Robles Pass Trails are south of Ajo Highway and west of Mission Road. Thirteen trails loop 

together through washes and ridgelines with great views. We will explore several trails and learn about the Robles 

family. We will also hike to an abandoned ruin. Hike 6.2 miles; trailhead elevation __ feet; net elevation change 900 

feet; accumulated gain 650 feet; RTD 75 miles. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com]. 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 OSP Loop trails near Kannally Ranch House. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [493, 

9:00 AM, $3 + $2]. This is a dog friendly hike. Everyone is welcome with or without a pet. Hike begins at the 

Kannally Ranch House at the Nature Trail.  The trail leads to the Windy Ridge Trail and then connects with the 

Granite Overlook Trail (highest point in the park). The trail descends and meets the Bellota Trail which loops back 

to the Ranch House. Hike 3 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 ft., accumulated elevation 400 ft., RTD 40 miles. Driver 

donation $3+$2. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, January 20, 2020 Tortolita Trail. Rating: D☺. Pace: Moderate [470, 08:00 AM, $4]. The trailhead is 

at the end of W. Moore Road about 1.5 miles off Dove Mountain Blvd. The hike involves a portion of the 

multipurpose Tortolita Trail located on the Tortolita Preserve. It is a flat hike but some wonderful desert vegetation 

and birds. Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2500 feet; net elevation change 500 feet; accumulated gain 0 feet; 

RTD 44 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost  262-385-2478  janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, January 20, 2020 Middle Tank/Baby Jesus Trails Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [167, 8:00 AM, 

$4].  The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral parking area. We hike easterly toward Grand 

Junction, and then take the Middle Tank Connecting Trail which is 0.13 mile beyond it. Follow the trail south until 

it ends at the Baby Jesus Trail; turn north which leads back to the trailhead. The area has little traffic and is a delight 

to the senses. Hike 6.2 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 650 feet; accumulated gain 1126 

feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road 

beyond N.  Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land:  "The Arizona Land Department's 

trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” 
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Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department.  [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 Linda Vista Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [249, 10:00 AM, $2]. The Linda 

Vista Trailhead and parking lot is one block east of Oracle Road on Linda Vista Blvd. The hike proceeds into the 

foothills of Pusch Ridge and is an excellent introduction to desert hiking. The trail gradually ascends to provide 

excellent views of Oro Valley. Hiking sticks may be helpful for rocky steps-up and steps-down. The trail passes 

through a riparian area and ascends to a rocky outcropping which is a good place for a snack break. There are 

magnificent saguaros throughout the drainage from Pusch Ridge. Hike 2.9 miles (mileage may be extended by 

doing an extra loop – ask the guide); trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 400 feet; accumulated gain 

535 feet; RTD 28. [Guide:Kathryn Madore, Kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 American Flag. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [8, 08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at 

the American Flag Trailhead on the old Mt. Lemmon Road and covers a section of the Arizona Trail. Hikers take 

the American Flag/Cody Trail to its intersection with the Oracle Ridge Trail, where there are great views to the west 

of Biosphere II and the Tortolitas. On the return, we may swing by the grounds of La Casa del High Jinks, the site 

where Bill Cody staked his gold mine in 1912. Hike 6.7 miles; trailhead elevation 4400 feet; net elevation change 

995 feet; accumulated gain 1267 feet; RTD 41 miles. [Guide: ROB SIMMS, Spartan7375@gmail.com]. 

 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Alamo Springs Trail/S. Wild Burro Canyon. Rating: C. 

Pace: Moderate [460, 08:00 AM, $4]. From the Ritz Carlton hiker parking lot, we hike up Wild Burro Canyon for 

1/2 mile, until we reach a picnic table and registration kiosk. At this point, we continue onto the Alamo Springs 

Trail. Then we hike on the Alamo Springs Spur trail until we return to the Wild Burro Canyon Trail which is on the 

west side of Canyon at this point. Following the Wild Burro Canyon trail south, we hike back out to the hiker 

parking lot. Note that this is a dog-friendly hike, but you do not have to bring a canine companion to participate on 

this hike. When registering, make sure you let Aaron know that you are bringing a dog along. Hike 5.5 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 700 feet; accumulated gain 1200 feet. RTD is 44 miles. [Guide: 

Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone # (845) 987-4893 and e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net .] 

 

Thursday, January 23, 2020 San Tan Mal Pais Goldmine Loop  Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [NEW, 07:30 AM, 

$18 + $7/vehicle].  San Tan Mountain Regional Park (entry fee) is a major park in northern Pinal County near the 

community of San Tan Valley. There are 9 separate trails in the park and we are combining 3 trails for a loop hike, 

the San Tan trail, the Malpais trail, and the Goldmine trail.  This route has a lot of moderate ups and downs with 

rocky paths. Hike 9.8- miles; trailhead elevation 1700 feet; net elevation change 0 feet; accumulated gain 940 feet; 

RTD 142 miles. [Guide: Randy Park, 825-6819, rparktucson@gmail.com]. 

 

Thursday, January 23, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail Area Loop – Long Version. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [185, 

08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Lower Corral and goes east to the Grand Junction. Hikers proceed north on 

the Middle Gate trail to the Middle Gate/North Fifty Year trail intersection in the Sutherland Wash. At that point the 

route goes north on the North Fifty Year trail, passing a classic crested saguaro as the trail climbs steeply up a ridge. 

This portion of the hike is a difficult 0.8-mile stretch - very steep with loose rock. The lunch spot is a large flat slick 

rock area near the top of the North Fifty Year loop. The return is via the west side of the Fifty-Year Trail loop. 

There are beautiful saguaros and rock formations, in addition to excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the 

Tortolitas. The hike may be done in reverse. Hike 5.6 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 425 

feet; accumulated gain 934 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The 

Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee 

for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking 

which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com]. 
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Friday, January 24, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Dove Mountain. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [457, 08:00 AM, 

$4]. The mostly bushwhack hike begins at the cattle guard/windmill on the Rail-X Road and ascends to the top of 

4661-foot Dove Mountain (the 2nd highest peak in the Tortolitas). From there we make our way along an up-and-

down ridgeline north, which provides views of Ruelas, Cochie, and Wild Burro Canyons, and eventually reach a 

path and jeep road  which returns to the trailhead. Views are outstanding and feral horses might be sighted. This 

hike is a rough, steep, and scratchy bushwhack making long pants and sleeves, gloves and hiking sticks desirable. 

Hike 4.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3600 feet; net elevation change 1061 feet; accumulated gain 1240 feet; RTD 20 

miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for  use of Trust land.” Please 

note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the  state land department. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, January 24, 2020 Bear Canyon plus Seven Falls. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [100, 08:00 AM, $6]. The 

trailhead is as Sabino Canyon Visitor Center. We will hike to Seven Falls and then continue up Bear Canyon for an 

additional 2 miles to a plateau level with Thimble Peak. The return is via the same route. Hike 11 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 2000 feet; accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest 

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, January 24, 2020 Baby Jesus/Madonna and Child/Petroglyph Loop. Rating: B!. Pace: Moderate [97, 

08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral and follows a jeep road that 

connects to the beginning of the Baby Jesus Trail across the Sutherland Wash. Hikers follow the trail on the east 

side of the Baby Jesus Ridge 4 miles to a rock grouping which has the appearance of the Madonna and Child.  

Following a short backtrack, a spur at (N 32 26 55.4 W110 51 24.2) begins a connecting trail over a grouping of 

1200 year-old petroglyphs. This portion of the trail, about a mile, is unmaintained, requiring moderate bushwacking 

in places. Views south to the Catalinas are beautiful. A hike back along the  Sutherland Wash trail system completes 

the loop. Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3234 feet; net elevation change 527 feet; accumulated gain 1417 feet; 

RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please 

note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can  be obtained 

through the state land department. [Guide: Dave Corrigan, 520-820-6110, dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 Annual SaddleBrooke Recreation & Activities Fair at Mountain View Clubhouse 

Ballroom on Saturday, January 25, 2020. 

 

Monday, January 27, 2020 SBHC Death Valley regional hiking trip. Travel day Monday, January 27. Hikes 

offered Tuesday through Thursday, January 28 - 30. Return travel day Friday, January 31. 

 

Monday, January 27, 2020 Sweetwater Preserve. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [507, 08:00 AM, $6]. The 

trailhead is at the end of Tortolita Road, one mile off El Camino del Cerro. The 703-acre preserve is in the Tucson 

Mountains. The trail system within the park was created in 2008 by a crew of Pima County trail builders. We will 

follow a loop utilizing a series of paths that interconnect. This easy hike is scheduled for those that want a pleasant 

desert hike that aren't going to Death Valley. Hike 4.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2540 feet; net elevation change 175 

feet; accumulated gain 300 feet; RTD 52 miles. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone # (845) 987-4893, e-mail: 

askus3@centurylink.net .] 

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 10:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail 
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in-out or as a loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or 

counterclockwise). Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side 

trail traverses several rocky washes. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. There is a very 

scenic large flat rock area above the falls. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no 

significant water crossings. Hikers may stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. 

Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 

miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 Boyce-Thompson Arboretum. Rating: D☺. Pace: Moderate [117, 08:00 AM, 

$16]. The arboretum ($15 fee required) features 35 acres of nature paths, towering trees, cacti, mountain cliffs, a 

streamside forest, a desert lake, and panoramic views. It is located about 100 miles north of SaddleBrooke off U.S. 

60 between Florence Junction and Superior.  Bring lunch, camera, and comfortable shoes.  Hike is under 4 miles; 

trailhead elevation __ feet; net elevation change is minimal; accumulated gain is minimal; RTD 164 miles. [Guide: 

Janet Frost  262-385-2478, janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, February 03, 2020 Superstitions: Roger's Canyon Cliff Dwellings. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [424, 

7:00 AM, $15]. The hike reaches deep into a wilderness area of the Superstition Mountains. The trailhead is 

reached via Florence to Hwy # 60 east and then northeast on 19 miles of scenic, rough unimproved Forest Service 

roads that require 4WD vehicles with adequate clearance. The trail may be slippery in places during rainy seasons. 

The trail proceeds downhill into the canyon area to the ancient cliff dwellings built by the Salado Indians around 

A.D. 1150 to A.D. 1250. The ruins are in very good shape and present a nice opportunity for the photographer to get 

good photos. Entering the ruins is possible but involves some rock scrambling. Care should be taken not to damage 

700 years of history. An additional one-mile round-trip hike to Angel Basin is an option along with the exploration 

of Fish Creek Canyon. The hike out is all uphill via the same route. Hike 8.5 miles; trailhead elevation 4800 feet; 

net elevation change 1056 feet; accumulated gain 1425 feet; RTD 166 miles (dirt).  [Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, February 04, 2020 Description: Esperero Canyon/Bluff Loop Trail Sabino Canyon. Rating: C. 

Pace: Moderate [NEW, 10:00 AM, $6]. From the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, the hike proceeds along the 

Esperero Canyon/Rattlesnake Canyon trails to the Bluff Trail overlooking Sabino Creek, and is a favorite with 

views of the canyon and Sabino Creek with velvet ash, cottonwood, willow, and Arizona sycamore trees. Our break 

will be at the Sabino Dam. We will finish on the Bajada Nature loop with a beautiful crested saguaro. Bring a 

camera and plenty of water and snack. Hike 4.6 miles; trailhead elevation 2705 feet; net elevation change 240 feet; 

accumulated gain 367 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, February 04, 2020 Agua Caliente Tank & Saddle. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [1, 06:30 AM, $8]. 

The hike has great panoramic views of Tucson, the Rincon and Santa Catalina Mountains. The trail starts climbing 

immediately from the Camino Remuda Trailhead. The trail continues up and down for approximately two miles to a 

swimming hole which the dogs will entertain themselves in. From here, the trail climbs and then drops into a wash. 

Next is a steep climb to a ridge and a junction with old jeep FS # 4445, 2.7 miles from the trailhead. This is the turn 

around point. The return is via the same route. Note that this is a dog-friendly hike. All members are welcome 

regardless if you have an accompanying canine. If bringing a dog, when registering let Aaron know this. Hike 5.4 

miles; trailhead elevation 2930 feet; net elevation change 1100 feet; accumulated gain 1400 feet; RTD 75 miles. 

[Guide: Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone (845) 987-4893, e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net .] 

 

Wednesday, February 05, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail Loop – Long Version. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [185, 08:00 

AM, $4]. The hike begins at the parking area at the end of Golder Ranch Road and goes east to the Fifty-Year Trail. 

Hikers proceed north on the Fifty-year Trail and complete the Loop. There are beautiful saguaros and rock 
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formations, in addition to excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the Tortolitas. The hike may be done in 

reverse. Hike 6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 425 feet; accumulated gain 934 feet; 

RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please 

note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department.  [Guide: Phil McNamee mcnameephil@gmail.com.] 

 

Thursday, February 06, 2020 Brown  Mountain. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [124, 08:00 AM, $7]. The Brown 

Mountain Trail is along a ridge in the heart of the Tucson Mountains. It starts at a trailhead on McCain Loop Road, 

just south of Kinney Road east of the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum. Along this "ridge ramble" are excellent 

views of the mountains, valleys, and desert vegetation. The route has many ups and downs. Hike 5 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2700 (trailheads at either end are 2640 and 2880) feet; net elevation change 424 feet; accumulated gain 

943  feet; RTD 73 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351-2058, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com]. 

 

Friday, February 07, 2020 Blackett’s Ridge. Rating: B! Pace: Moderate [108, 5:00 PM, $4]. We will make our 

ascent during the afternoon twilight, and arrive at the summit to observe the sunset.  Bring a gourmet dinner with 

candles to enjoy as we watch the lights come on in Tucson.  We will then do our descent in the moonlight.  A 

headlamp with both red and white lights is required, in case the moon is blocked by clouds.  The hike begins at the 

Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, and follows relatively level, well-used trails east to the Phone Line Trailhead. After 

0.4 miles along the Phone Line Trail, the Blackett’s Ridge Trail branches right and continues up the ridge between 

Sabino and Bear Canyons. There are spectacular views of Tucson and the canyons to either side of the trail. The 

ridge part of the trail has several steep switchbacks mixed in with some level areas. There are three false summits 

before reaching the end of the trail, a point where it is not possible to continue because the terrain drops 

precipitously. Hike 6 miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 1668 feet; accumulated gain 1733 

feet; RTD 56 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Saturday, February 08, 2020 NEW Arizona Trail: Arizona Trail: Temporal Gulch Backpack (Passage 4). 

Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [79, 08:00 AM, TBD]. This would be an overnight Backpacking trip on the Arizona 

Trail. The following is the description of the first part of the hike and we will continue on to Patagonia. The hike 

begins where the Arizona Trail intersects Gardner Canyon Road and traverses part of AZT Passage 4. Hike south on 

AZ Trail for ~7 miles to Bear Springs on the east side of Mt. Wrightson. You pass through extensive oak forest with 

wonderful high desert vistas to the East and South. The views are stunning: Mexico to the south, The Huachucas to 

the southeast, and Mt. Wrightson to the northwest. The trail passes interpretive signs describing the elaborate 

hydraulic mining system that existed in the area in the early 1900’s. Lunch near Bear Springs; return by the same 

route. There are up to six “rock hopping” water crossings depending on seasonal flow; hiking poles are 

recommended. Directions: Take I-10 to AZ-83. Turn south on AZ-83 towards Sonoita for ~21.5 miles to Gardner 

Canyon Rd/FR-92; approximately 4 mi north of Sonoita. Turn right (west) on GC Rd for 5.5 miles to well marked 

trailhead parking. Hike 13.75 miles; trailhead elevation 5160’; net elevation change 610’; accumulated gain 1080’. 

RTD 155 miles (gravel 5.5 miles in & out).  [Guide: Phil McNamee, mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Sunday, February 09, 2020 NEW Wasson Peak Moonlight Photography Hike via Sendero Esperanza and 

Hugh Norris Trails. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [480, 02:00 PM, $9]. This hike is limited to eight hikers who 

will bring photography equipment, snacks and dinner. The hike begins at Sendero Esperanza Trailhead off Golden 

Gate Road. The route follows the Esperanza Trail (1.8 miles) to the Hugh Norris Trail and on to Wasson Peak (2.2 

miles). The climb is gradual and the Hugh Norris section is primarily a ridge trail with spectacular views. The 360-

degree views from Wasson Peak include Tucson and Santa Catalinas to the east, Green Valley/Santa Ritas to the 

south, Sells to the west, and Picacho to the north. We will have dinner at sunset on top of the Peak, photograph the 

moonrise and city lights, and return the same way with headlamps. Hike 8.0 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net 
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elevation change 1624 feet; accumulated gain 1776 feet; RTD 73 miles (dirt). [Guide: Frank Earnest 

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

Sunday, February 09, 2020 Description: Double Crested/Dome Trail. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [10:00 AM, 

$0]. This hike is on a newly constructed trail to Big Dome Rock that passes a rare double crested saguaro.  Many 

SaddleBrooke residents have a view from their homes of "Dome Rock" - the large dome formation to the east that is 

bald in the middle with patchy vegetation on both sides, and located about a third of the way up to Charouleau Gap. 

The hike departs from the south end of S Arroyo Way in Unit 21. We cross Canada del Oro Wash, and then follow 

the newly developed route east through a small wash, and along several ridgelines to our destination.  We will pass 

through interesting granite formations, with many saguaros and ocotillo forests.  One of the highlights along the 

way is "Double Beauty", a rare double crested saguaro registered with the Crested Saguaro Society.  On top of the 

dome there are great 360-degree views of Saddlebrooke and Catalina.  We will return by the same route.   Hike 3.5 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 750 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 0 miles. 

[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, February 10, 2020 Sutherland Wash Petroglyphs Loop from the south. . Rating: C!. Pace: 

Moderate [98, 8:00  AM, $4]. This hike begins at the CSP North Gate. It takes us on a grand circle tour of four 

concentrations of ancient petroglyphs located west of Baby Jesus Ridge near the Sutherland Wash. The Sutherland 

Wash Rock Art District is a special place right in our backyard and is on the National Historic Register. Hohokam 

petroglyphs dating from 900 AD to 1300 AD number in the thousands on the western slope of the Santa Catalina 

Mountains. Along our hike we will see beautiful saguaros, seasonal wildflowers, and vistas of  Pusch Ridge. The 

hike involves a few short, steep, rocky sections of trail and uneven footing at times. Bring a lunch or snack to enjoy 

while we rest on rocks near one of the petroglyph locations. Hike 4.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2950 feet; total 

ascent: 722 ft, net elevation change: 431 ft. RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust 

Land:  "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and 

charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation 

permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Tim Butler, 

tucsontimmer@gmail.com]. 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 Cochise Stronghold to End of Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [160,  08:00 AM, 

$22]. Hikers travel from west to east through the Dragoon Mountains  along a spine of granite where the legendary 

Apache War Chief Cochise kept his many enemies at bay during the Indian wars. There are several beautiful rock 

formations along the way. Cochise is buried in a hidden location in the area. Hike 10 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 

feet; net elevation change 1500 feet; accumulated gain 1796 feet; RTD 221 miles (some dirt). [Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [428, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The 

Sutherland is a great trail for viewing wildflowers after adequate winter rains. Along the way, there are several 

beautiful saguaro cacti and great rock formations.  There are numerous photo opportunities. We will also pass the 

cutoff to Dripping Springs which makes a nice short side trip if the waterfalls are flowing. The hike begins in 

Catalina State Park and ends at a very scenic, flat, rocky area. The return is via same route. Hike 5.4 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; accumulated gain 818  feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 

520-351-2058, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com] 

 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 SBHC 2pm New Hiker Orientation @2pm; HOA2 Ballroom West ,2-4 PM 

 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 Garwood Dam/Wildhorse Tank Loop SNP east. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[NEW, 07:00 AM, $8]. From the end of Speedway on the east side of Tucson we enter Saguaro National Park East. 
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Following several trails that circle Wildhorse Trail (but never actually on it) we make our way south to a junction 

with the Garwood Trail and turn south to visit the site of the old Garwood Dam. We then take Carillo Trail to 

intersection with the Wildhorse Trail turning south to reach the pools of Wildhorse Tank. We return on Garwood 

Trail to resume our loop hike back to the parking area. After the hike we will have lunch at Tanque Verde Guest 

Ranch which is across the street from our parking area. Limited to 8 hikers. Bring plenty of water and a snack. Hike 

5.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2770; net elevation change 460 feet; accumulated gain 550 feet; RTD 80 miles. 

[Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 Wasson Peak Loop #2 . Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [506, 08:00 AM, $7]. The 

hike begins at the King Canyon Trailhead located across from the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum. We cross King 

Canyon Wash to west side and take Gould Mine Trail to Sendero-Esperanza Trail. We follow S-E Trail up to saddle 

intersection w/ Hugh Norris Trail. We take H-N trail up to Wasson Peak for break. We return down King Canyon 

Trail through Sweetwater Saddle and follow King Canyon Trail into KC Wash and return to trailhead. There are 

stops for lots of different views and a variety of great scenery, and petroglyphs in the wash. Hike 8.0 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2800 feet; net elevation change 1900 feet, accumulated gain 1925 feet; RTD 73 miles. [Guide: 

ROB SIMMS Spartan7375@gmail.com.] 

 

Friday, February 14, 2020 Seven Falls. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [387, 08:00 AM, $6]. The hike begins at the 

Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, and continues to lower Bear Canyon, then along the Bear Canyon Trail to Seven 

Falls. The return is via the same route. The falls, which constitute one of the most spectacular natural features in the 

Tucson area, usually have some water flowing over them but may be dry if there has been inadequate rain. The trail 

crosses the Bear Canyon wash several times in each direction and can involve significant boulder hopping/wading 

after rainy periods. Ask the guide about current conditions. Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net 

elevation change 662 feet; accumulated gain 1307 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guides: Howie and Elaine Fagan, 

howieandelaine@q.com, 240-9556].  Note: when you respond, please include your cell phone number. 

 

Friday, February 14, 2020 Arizona Trail: Oracle (Passage 13). Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [56, 07:30 AM, $4]. 

From the American Flag Trailhead the route proceeds in a northerly direction across National Forest Land and State 

Trust Land, crossing Webb Road and continuing to Oracle State Park. About halfway through the park it reaches 

Kannally Wash and windmill. Water is available at the windmill at this time. A freshly constructed single-track 

contour to the west and northwest until reaching a culvert under Highway 77. It passes through the culvert and 

continues on Old Tiger Road for the last 1.5 miles to the Tiger Mine Trailhead. This will be a key exchange hike.  

Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevations 4416 feet south and 4066 feet north; net elevation change 435 feet; accumulated 

gains 950 feet northward and 1254 feet southward; RTD 41 miles. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, 

hikerelisabeth@gmail.com] 

 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 Deer Camp / Samaniego Roost Loop #1. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [168, 8:00 

AM, $2]. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail car park and proceeds along the Baby Jesus trail past a beautiful 

stand of large, 100-year old saguaros to a connecting wash. Along the way we pass two chollas that are so big they 

look like trees. There is some hiking over rocks off-trail in the wash bed for about 1/2 mile. If water is present in the 

wash, footing can be unstable. We then proceed up the Samaniego Ridge trail which climbs up some large, 

moderately steep rock slabs to Deer Camp. Depending upon the interest of the group, we may detour up to 

Samaniego Roost, a large rock outcropping that affords magnificent views of the valley floor. The route back is an 

easy ramble on the Deer Camp Trail. This hike can also be done in the reverse direction, starting out of the 

Sutherland Wash to Deer Camp. Hike 6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 905 feet; 

accumulated gain 1235 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

mailto:azcaldwell3@gmail.com
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Sunday, February 16, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Cochie Spring Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [456, 08:00 

AM, $4]. The hike begins in the hikers parking area of the Ritz Carlton and proceeds up a connecting spur behind 

the hotel to join the Upper Javelina trail. The Upper Javelina Trail provides views of the Tucson Mtns and 

Boboquiveri Peak to the south. After a short hike on the Wild Mustang Trail, hikers join the Cochie Spring Trail 

and continue several miles to the remains of a dam past a windmill. Hikers will experience a quiet mountain 

wilderness. The return is by the same route. Hike 9.0 miles; trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 645 

feet; accumulated gain 1799 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide: Susan Hollis, 825-6819, slhollis@yahoo.com.] 

 

Monday, February 17, 2020 Mt. Kimball via Finger Rock Canyon. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [271, 08:00 

AM, $4]. Starting from the Finger Rock Trailhead at the north end of Alvernon Way, this rocky trail climbs steadily 

and follows the canyon past Finger Rock, a prominent Tucson landmark high above the canyon floor. The trail 

passes Linda Vista Saddle between Mt. Kimball and "Little Kimball," and onto the Pima Canyon Trail. A half mile 

further and hikers arrive at the top of Mt. Kimball. The destination offers one of the most fantastic views in all of 

the Catalinas.  The return hike is down the same trails. Hike 9.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3120 feet; net elevation 

change 4049 feet; accumulated gain 4148 feet; RTD 44  miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, February 17, 2020 Hidden Canyon Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [219, 8:00 AM, $4]. This is a 

beautiful hike to a secluded hidden canyon in the upper reaches of the Sutherland Wash. There are many beautiful 

rock formations and saguaro cacti along the way. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral 

parking area and goes to the Grand Junction. From there it follows the Hidden Canyon trail to a rock ledge with a 

great view down the valley. The ledge is a great place for lunch. After lunch, we will continue on the trail, circle 

around Hidden Canyon Peak back to the "North Gate,” and return to the trailhead via the Fifty-Year Trail. Hike 8.2 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 750 feet; accumulated gain 1192 feet; RTD 12 miles 

(dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian 

Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land:  "The Arizona Land Department's trust management 

responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust 

Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department.  [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail Area Loop – Long Version. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [185, 

08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at the parking area at the end of Golder Ranch road and travels on the 50 Year trail 

goes east to the Grand Junction. Hikers proceed north on the Middle Gate trail to the Middle Gate/North Fifty Year 

trail intersection in the Sutherland Wash.  At that point the route goes north on the North Fifty Year trail, passing a 

classic crested saguaro as the trail climbs steeply up a ridge. The lunch spot is a large flat slick rock area near the 

top of the North Fifty Year loop. The return is via the west side of the Fifty-Year Trail loop. There are beautiful 

saguaros and rock formations, in addition to excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the Tortolitas. The 

hike may be done in reverse. Hike 6.6 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 425 feet; 

accumulated gain 934 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona 

Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use 

of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which 

can be obtained through the state land department.  [Guide: Phil McNamee mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 SBHC 2020 Volunteer Appreciate Event: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 in the 

HOA1 Activity Center. The room is reserved from 4:00 pm to 7:00pm. 

 

 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 Arizona Trail: Work Session. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [87, 7:30 AM, $4 

Paid by club]. Come and join the fun — it’s enjoyable to work side by side with other hiking club members, as we 
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help maintain the “Oracle Passage” section of the Arizona National Scenic Trail. This 8.6-mile section starts at the 

American Flag TH, ambles through washes and across low ridges speckled with high desert plants just east of 

Oracle State Park, north to Highway 77 and onto the Tiger Mine Road to the TH. Generally, the work is light, and 

involves clipping, brushing, raking, pruning, building cairns and developing/clearing erosion control devices. Bring 

along gloves, hat, water, and pruners. Other tools, if needed, will be provided. The work session usually lasts about 

3 hours. Hike 3-4 miles. RTD 41 miles. The club will pay the $4 driver donation. [Guide: Seana Kobak, 

seanabk88@gmail.com, or Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com, or Ray Peale, ray.peale@gmail.com] 

 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 SBHC Program @4pm HOA#1 Activity Center. Occurs on 3rd Wednesday of 

October, November, January, February, March, April & May. 

 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 NEW Arthur Pack Loop. Rating C       . (8:00 AM, $4). The Arthur Pack Loop 

trail is a broad easy trail which goes through desert cacti, native trees and shrubs.  Views of the Tucson Mountains 

and the Tortolita Mountains are prominent. There are many interconnecting loops which enable a shorter or longer 

hike.  Hike 4.1 miles; trailhead elevation: 2,321 feet; net elevation change 133 feet; RTD 36 miles. Trailhead 

directions:  From SaddleBrooke drive south from Tangerine Road to 9101 N. Thornydale Rd; turn right on West 

Overton. A short distance before the Arthur Pack Golf Course turn left into the parking lot for Maeveen Behan 

Desert Sanctuary Trailhead. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 Romero Pools. Rating: C!. Pace: Slow to Moderate [370, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. 

The hike begins in Catalina State Park at the easternmost trailhead and follows Romero Canyon Trail into the 

foothills. The trail crosses open desert then climbs steeply until it reaches a saddle and then down into the canyon 

area where several pools are located. There are excellent views of Romero and Montrose Canyons along the way. 

The well-maintained trail is rocky and rough in places, but is not overly difficult for most hikers. An option is a 0.75 

miles round-trip, relatively level hike to the upper pools. We will have lunch at the lower or upper pools. The return 

is via the same route. Hike 5.6 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 980 feet; accumulated gain 

1400 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, February 21, 2020 Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [428, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The 

Sutherland is a great trail for viewing wildflowers after adequate winter rains. Along the way, there are several 

beautiful saguaro cacti and great rock formations. There are numerous photo opportunities. We will also pass the 

cutoff to Dripping Springs which makes a nice short side trip if the waterfalls are flowing. The hike begins in 

Catalina State Park and ends at a very scenic, flat, rocky area. The return is via same route. Hike 5.4 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; accumulated gain 818 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: ROB 

SIMMS, Spartan7375@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, February 24, 2020 NEW Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. Rating: C/C!. Pace: 

Moderate/Slow [New, 07:00 AM, $50]. We will be taking several hikes and walks in the National Monument over 

3 days. They will include an ascent to Bulls Pasture, a grand tour of the gold/silver mine sites in the park, an 

exploration of Arch Canyon which includes a couple of arches and amazing rock formations. We also will see the 

only organ pipe cactus habitat in the US. Traverse a nature trail illustrating how native Tohono O'dom Indians 

utilized the plant life for medicinal purposes. Also join ranger naturalists for a night sky program and for those 

lodging in Ajo will take a tour of this historic community. Hikes range from 2 to 8.2 miles; trailhead elevation is 

around 2300 feet and ascend to roughly 3500 feet with 1200 feet being the most accumulated gain for any specific 

hike; RTD 400 miles. Contact Aaron for lodging, camping and travel arrangements. Deadline to register: Jan. 29, 

2020. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg; cell phone # (845) 987-4893, askus3@centurylink.net]. 
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Monday, February 24, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 8:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail 

in-out or as a loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or counter-

clockwise). Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side trail 

traverses several rocky washes. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return.  There is a very scenic 

large flat-rock area above the falls. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no 

significant water crossings. Hikers may stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. 

Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 

miles.  [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: S. Wild Burro Canyon/Alamo Springs Trail Spur Trail 

Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [461, 10:00 AM, $4]. The trailhead is at the Ritz Carlton hiker parking lot. The 

hike proceeds up Wild Burro Canyon to the Alamo Springs Trail, which is followed in a counterclockwise direction. 

The Ritz Carlton Hotel and new golf course are visible from many points along the trail. After about 3.5 miles, we 

reach the final pass, and then descend to the Spur Trail, which we follow into Wild Burro Canyon. Soon after 

reaching the canyon floor, there is an old stone house, and cistern on the right which belonged to goat herders in the 

early 1900s. There is also a large water catch basin, dubbed the swimming pool. From this point, hikers walk back 

along the Wild Burro Trail to the trailhead. Hike 6.0 miles; trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 1181 

feet; accumulated gain 1303 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail to Middle Gate. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [184, 08:00 AM, 

$4]. This is a dog friendly hike. All members are welcome with or without a dog. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year 

Trail area at the Lower Corral, goes east to the Grand Junction, then north on the Middle Gate trail to the actual 

Middle Gate. It returns via the Fifty Year Trail. There are beautiful saguaros and rock formations, in addition to 

excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the Tortolitas. The hike may be done in reverse. Hike 4.6 miles; 

trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 500 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A 

medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. 

This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management 

responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust 

Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, February 28, 2020 NEW Deer Camp/Middle Tank Loop. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [166, 08:00 

AM, $4]. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area at the Lower Corral parking area. We hike east up and out of 

Sutherland Wash, through beautiful rock formations with many saguaros.  We turn south at the Middle Tank Trail 

for 0.8 mile to a wash where we again head east on a trail that follows the wash over large rock slabs, with several 

steep sections, to a camp at the base of Samaniego Peak. The return is via the Deer Camp Trail. Hike 6.4 miles; 

trailhead elevation 3200 feet; accumulated gain 1268 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle 

is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona 

State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or 

lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Frank Earnest, 

fearnestiv@gmail.com]. 

 


