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SUMMARY: The concept of the Trinity as is commonly understood (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit having equal power and glory) is not stated within nor supported by the 
scriptures. 

 
IMPACT: This is understood not to be a “faith” issue.  We may not and probably will not 
have a common understanding of this subject when this discussion is over.  It is simply a 
subject for basic understanding.  

The term Trinity is not found in the scriptures, but is a concept to attempt to describe the 
relationship between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It may well be an attempt to 
rationalize that we are a mono-theistic religion with three persons in the Godhead. 

DEFINITION: Trinity (TRIN uh tih), is a term used of God to express the belief that in the 
one God there are three divine Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (or Holy 
Ghost).  The idea of trinity is drawn from the teachings of Christ as recorded in the New 
Testament.  Belief in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was first defined by the earliest general 
council of churches.  This was the first Council of Nicaea in 325.  This council declared that 
the Son is of the same substance as the Father.  The East and West branches of the church 
later disagreed as to how the Holy Spirit proceeds from the other divine Persons.  The 
Eastern Church held that the Son comes from the Father and the Spirit comes from the 
Father through the Son.  The Western Church held that the Spirit comes from the Father 
and Son together.  Most Christians believe that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have equal 
power and glory.  Each has His own activity.  The Father creates; the Son saves souls, and 
the Spirit makes holy.  (Fulton J. Sheen and Mervin Monroe Deems, The World Book 
Encyclopedia, 1973) 

DISCUSSION: In this study, we have previously looked at the individual subjects of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit to prepare ourselves to study the composite subject of 
the Trinity. 

As has been seen in the previous sections, the Father is clearly the dominant part of the 
godhead, with the Son and the Holy Spirit being subservient to Him.  As the equality of the 
three to make “one God” is the basis of the Trinity, the Trinity concept would not be valid.   

We have “one God” in the sense that we have one everlasting (from an eternal past to 
eternal future) member of the deity, but there are other members of the deity. 
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