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SUMMARY: Jesus may have been crucified on Thursday rather than Friday as they 
may have been a second Sabbath that week and/or they may have been referring to 
different calendars. Being the grave 3 nights and 3 days fits a Thursday crucifixion 
better than a Friday one.  A suggested graphic of this timelines is provided. 
 

The conventional understanding that Jesus was crucified on Friday does not put Him in the 
grave for 3 days and 3 nights, providing the appearance of a conflict in the Bible.  This lesson 
suggests that He was crucified on Thursday, which provides the predicted 3 days and 3 nights 
in the grave (Matt. 12:40) 
INTRODUCTION:   
1. On the day that Jesus was crucified, John 19:31 tells us that the Jews asked that Jesus' 

legs be broken so that He would die quickly and not remain on the cross until the 
Sabbath.  We historically looked at this truth and concluded that He was crucified on 
Friday, giving rise to the term "Good Friday". 

2. Matthew 12:40 tells us that Jesus would be in the ground 3 days and 3 nights. 
3. Jesus was probably placed in the tomb after 6:00 P.M., or on the new Jewish day. 
4. From 6:00 P.M. on Friday night until Sunday morning does not equal 3 days and 3 nights.  

It is more like 2 days and 2 nights. It is at best 3 days and 2 nights.  Not 3 nights. 
5. How do you rectify this with being crucified on Good Friday and being resurrected on the 

Sunday which is commonly called Easter.  It appears to be an error in the Bible.  
DISCUSSION: 
1. Good Friday is not a scriptural term and is not supported in the Bible, but is rather a 

custom accepted by the Catholic church. 
2. It generally follows the idea (above) that the day following the crucifixion was a Sabbath 

(John 19:31), with Saturday being a Sabbath.  
3. Saturday was a Sabbath, but was a 7th. day Sabbath.  There were other Sabbaths.  The 

Sabbath of John 19:31 was indicated as “that Sabbath was a high day” – or not just 
another Sabbath. 

 John 19:31 NASB “Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the 
bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), 
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.” 

4. In Exodus 12:6 while in Egypt God told Moses to tell the people to kill a lamb and eat it 
at twilight on the 14th day of Nissan (a month on the Jewish calendar) and place some 
of the blood on the door posts and lintel. 

5. This timing of the Passover feast was followed until the 500 years between the writing 
of the Old and New Testaments. 
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6. In Jesus' time, the Passover lamb was slaughtered late in the afternoon of the 14th, but 
not eaten until after sundown, which made it the 15th.   (Their days started at 6:00 P.M. 
our time) 

 JESUS' SITUATION IN TERMS OF OUR DAYS WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED 
1. Exodus 12:6 said to kill the lamb at twilight on the fourteenth.  That was at 6:00 p.m. 

beginning of their Thursday, or was 6:00 p.m. Wednesday night. 
2. The common practice in Jesus' time was to kill the lamb at 3:00 p.m. Thursday our time 

and eat it after 6:00 p.m. Thursday our time.  In Jewish time it means to kill the lamb at 
3:00 p.m. Thursday and eat it 3 hours later at 6:00 p.m. Friday.  The net effect of this is 
that Friday became the day of preparation and the Passover Sabbath was moved back 
by one full day to coincide with the 7th. day Sabbath.  

3. These changes were accepted by the Jewish rulers, but a minority refused to accept 
them.  The Essenes and many rural people of Galilee continued to celebrate the event 
in accordance with Biblical commandments.  

4. Thus when Jesus came to the end of His life, He found two different days on which to 
celebrate the Passover Sabbath.  

5. If you assume that He followed God's word rather than the traditions of the Jews, then 
He celebrated the Passover feast on the 14th day of Nissan or our Wednesday evening 
and was crucified early Thursday morning and buried Thursday afternoon. 

6. If you need a catchy name, this would mean that we would have a "Good Thursday" 
instead of a "Good Friday".  It matches with the prophesied 3 days and 3 nights.  He 
would have been in the tomb 55-61 hours instead of the 31-37 hours that a Good Friday 
would have given. 

7. Therefore, the apparent error was introduced into the reading of the scriptures, not by 
the scriptures, but by our interpretation of the scriptures.  

8. The Bible was perfectly written and has stood the test of time, and we should not only 
seek to follow it, but when we see something that appears to be in conflict in the Bible, 
we should review our interpretation before we attempt to classify a Biblical teaching as 
untrue.  

9. The important thing is to study you Bible and learn the truth of God's word, submit your 
life to His teachings, and live your life in full expectation of an eternal home in Heaven 
with God.  

10. Another point which may make the discussion complex is different people might have 
been talking based on different calendars.  “There are about twenty different texts 
from Qumran which deal with a 364-day solar calendar. They are mainly very 
fragmentary, so the calendar is not completely understood. However, it is 
significantly different from the Babylonian lunar calendar which evolved into the 354-day 
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Hebrew calendar as known today.” (Wikipedia)  It is hard to know how this might impact 
the situation. 

As these possibilities provide explanations on how He could have been in the grave 3 days 
and three nights, it would not be reasonable to say that an error exists in the Bible.  It is not 
necessary that we prove which of the possibilities is the correct one for there to not be an 
error. 
 
What this would look like graphically is shown in the following figure.  

 
The ”TODAY” timeline is shown in 24-hour time format for simplicity.  The Jewish time is 
shown approximately 6 hours ahead as they began the day at sunset rather than midnight.  
Jesus was buried near the end of the day or start of the night on Thursday / Friday and was 
resurrected near the change from night to daylight on Sunday mornings when there were no 
clocks for precise timing.  The above graphic suggests He was buried on Friday and 
resurrected in the “day” on Sunday.  He could have been buried on the day part of the Jewish 
Thursday and resurrected on the night part of Sunday.  It would have been 3 days and 3 
nights either way.  Clearly no one at the time was checking their watches.  
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