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SUMMARY: The denominational claim to using tradition, reason, experience, and 
scriptures to determine your doctrines is a claim to not follow only the scriptures.  It is 
inherent in that claim that you will develop and teach unscriptural doctrines. 
 

Many denominations claim to derive their teachings from a "four-pronged approach".  The 
four prongs are tradition, reason, experience, and scripture.  (1) 
We shall assume for this discussion that the "scripture" portion of the "four-pronged 
approach" is what can be derived from the scriptures, and therefore is scriptural.  Any 
doctrine which can be supported by the scriptures would be supported by the scriptures.  
Why would anyone say I "reason" that this is true, when he can quote the authority of the 
Bible. 
Any doctrine which cannot be supported by the scriptures is not of the scriptures, or is 
unscriptural.  With this understanding, the definition of the other prongs are relatively easy 
to define: 
TRADITION: Doctrines that denominational (or Catholic) forefathers decided to follow which 
were unscriptural (not supported in the scriptures).  
EXPERIENCE: Doctrines that denominational (or Catholic) members have decided to follow 
in our present lifetimes which are unscriptural (not supported in the scriptures).  
REASON: Doctrines that we are presently deciding to follow which are unscriptural (not 
supported in the scriptures).  
This may seem like a simplification, but it is simply true.  I repeat the question: Why would 
any doctrine be defended by tradition, reason, or experience when Biblical authority can be 
used.  It is inherent that the claim to using tradition, reason, experience, and scriptures to 
determine your doctrines is a claim to not follow only the scriptures.  If you follow a doctrine 
not in the scriptures, you are following an unscriptural doctrine.   
We invite you to attend your local Church of Christ where the scriptures are the only guide in 
determining doctrine.  
 
 
(1) "Methodist Meeting Keeps The Status Quo", The Houston Chronicle, May 7, 1988, 
Section 6, Page 2 
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