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THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

Any program which begins has a goal, and 
means to get to the goal.  You focus on the 
means and keep the goal in sight.  If you are 
going to run a race, it is easy to understand the 
goal is finishing the race.  First place is the nor-
mal goal, but in some races like marathons, just 
finishing might be your goal.  Either way it could 
be stated as an active goal. 

Sometimes goals are not so evident, like in jog-
ging for health.  You might jog 2 miles per day 
with the goal of maintaining you health.  Main-
taining your health is not like crossing a goal 
line at the end of a race.  It is an ongoing thing 
or more of a passive goal, 
just maintaining your 
health. 

In the church our goal is 
clear, it is the Great Com-
mission as Jesus gave in 
Matthew 28:18-19: “Go 
therefore and make disci-
ples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” 

The Great Commission represents a very active 
goal with plenty of action verbs and a massive 
challenge.                         Continued on page 4 

OUR SPRITUAL BOND 
 “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can 
help each other.” (I Cor. 12:7) 

We are the body of Christ, his blood flows 
through our system, his Spirit is the energy that 
moves us forward. It’s not all about me or you, 
it’s about the life of the body of Christ. The body 
only thrives when each part does its work.  God 
has perfectly equipped us to serve and grow 
each other. 

Our spiritual gift is not for our own personal 
benefit alt-
hough it pro-
vides oppor-
tunity for 
growth. It is 
intended to 
keep us con-
nected to the 
body, build-

ing the body up and encouraging the weaker 
parts. Your gift is probably something so ordi-
nary and natural to you that you hardly notice. 
Sometimes we discount God’s gifts without 
even recognizing the mighty power he has giv-
en us.  

Continued on page 3 

MISSION 2019 IS SOLD OUT!!!! 
Although the event has not happened yet we 
are not advertising it now.  The capacity at the 
Houston Food Bank for workers was 1000.  The 
registration was 1224 before we realized it, so 
registration has been terminated.  Houston 
Food Bank has made special arrangements to 
accommodate the 1224 so we are good at this 
time.   
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“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF 
ALL THE NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN 
THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON 
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, TEACHING THEM 
TO OBSERVE ALL THAT I COMMANDED 
YOU” MATTHEW 28:18-19   
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The Great Commission would only become a 
passive command if all the world were brought 
to Jesus, and that is not likely to happen any-
time soon. 

The question of this lesson is have we convert-
ed the Great Commission into a passive com-
mand rather than an active command.  If it 
were considered an active command, the 
means we are applying would be to move to-
wards the goal of taking the gospel to all of the 
world.  We seem to do a good job of this some-
place else in the world as a missionary effort, 
but how are we doing in our part of the world or 
in our neighborhood?  This lesson is not about 
what we are paying someone else to do.  It is 
about what are we doing. 

For comparison, we 
need to try to restate 
the Great Commission 
as a passive goal.  
Matthew 28:18-19 
changed to stay home 
therefore and hope 
people of all the na-
tions will become disciples and be baptized in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, and learn to observe all that I com-
manded you.” 

The basic question is have our worship ser-
vices and Bible clas-
ses from active to pas-
sive, or have they be-
come the ends rather 
than the means to an 
end?  Is simply the 
having of worship ser-
vices and Bible classes now our goal? 

Are our worship services and Bible classes de-
signed to prepare us to take the Gospel to the 
world, or are they designed to maintain us at 
some level in case the world comes to us to 

ask a question?  Do they even do that? 

If they are designed to prepare us to take the 
Gospel to the world, they are a means to that 
end. If they are designed to maintain us at 
some level of readiness for an event that never 
comes, they become the end rather than the 
means to the end.  

The problem for most of us is the “they have 
become” part.  In our understanding they have 
not become anything. They have always been 
this way in our lifetimes.  If we are going to 
fairly evaluate them, we have to take a per-
spective we have never seen before.   

To try to restate this another way, consider the 
following figure. 

The figure shows a continuum from 1-10 on 
whether you are satisfied enough with your sit-
uation to remain as is or are actively striving to 
be evangelistic.  Said another way do you now 
have and inward focus or an outward focus?  

There is no per-
fect answer to 
that question.  
Likely a sole mis-
sionary in a for-
eign location 
would be close to 

a 10 on this scale.  To have a complete inward 
focus at a 1 on the scale, Jesus would surely 
consider you as lukewarm if not dead.  No one 
would be completely evangelistic but all would 
have some personal religious time.  Some 
might have a complete inward focus, even if 

MEANS BECOME ENDS, P. 2  

THE BASIC QUESTION IS HAVE OUR 
WORSHIP SERVICES AND BIBLE  

CLASSES BECOME THE ENDS RATHER 
THAN THE MEANS TO AN END?  
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Focusing on our worship services and Bible 
classes, are they for our entertainment or do 
they serve a greater purpose. 

In the 19th century when some of our current 
traditions and practices were established and 
our country was mostly agricultural.  Church 
services were the most exciting event of the 
week for a lot of people.   

Today with TV, DVDs, sports programs, and a 
lot of other distractions, the 19th century church 
format is relatively slow in comparison. It is well 
and good to say that we should not be coming 
to church for entertainment, but on the other 
hand the attendees of church services should 
not be fighting boredom. 

Many of the generation generally in control of 
congregations came up at a time when a slow-
er lifestyle was the norm and are fulfilled by the 
present format of worship services.  Unfortu-
nately those are not the ones who we need to 
take the Gospel to.   

Put yourself in the position of considering be-
ginning to go to church.  What you will see is a 
need to go to Sunday morning church, and a 
repeat or redundant service on Sunday even-
ing.  In many of our congregations some of us 
older members are accustomed to it, and would 
feel wrong to not attend Sunday evening. If you 
look around, you will notice that the color of 
hair at the evening service gets distinctly gray-
er.  Even most of our younger members have 
voted with their feet.  

Is our Sunday night service a scriptural require-
ment, or simply a custom?  The short answer to 
this is to look in the Bible and see.  You can 
Google Sunday night service or anything simi-
lar and you will find nothing in the Bible about 
it.   

Consider that if Sunday night service is basical-
ly a duplication of Sunday morning service.  
Wednesday night service is a duplication of 

Sunday morning worship service or Sunday 
morning Bible class and there is no scriptural 
precedent for either, we might use the time 
more beneficially in the 21st century.   As a 
point of history Bible Schools did not even 
start until the 1780s in Britain.  They were 
originally intended to be a way to teach 
poor children to read. 

Continued on page 4 

 

 

OUR SPIRITUAL BOND, FROM P. 1 
We dare not withhold our gift from the body. 
How sad that someone would cripple the body 
and leave us without vital parts. Are you the 
elbow or knee and think that’s not important?  
We can’t move forward without you! Remember 
our task is to build up, strengthen and encour-
age the body of Christ.   

What small step can you take today to 
strengthen your spirit and giftedness?  Have 
you committed your gift to God?  Are you ask-
ing God to use your gift to fulfill his purpose in 
your life? 

“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each 
of you is a part of it.” (I Cor. 12:27) 

Elizabeth Brown 

 

 

A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed 
spirit dries up the bones. Proverbs 17:22 ESV 

Abundantly blessed, Nancy Habermacher, 
Katy, TX 

MEANS BECOME ENDS, P. 3  
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First note our objective is to follow the scrip-
tures including doing the Great Commission.  
Consider having Great Commission activities 
on Sunday evening or Wednesday evening. 

Consider either Sunday night or Wednesday 
night can be dedicated to service projects in-
stead.  Consider that your members: 

1. Do hospital visits 

2. Visit shut-ins 

3. Make blankets or 
gift packages for 
new borns or other 
residents of local 
hospitals 

4. Attend committee meetings 

5. Do office work such as posting the attend-
ance from the cards to the computer and 
prepare reports to leaders, print Bible Class 
rolls 

6. Work on the quality of the acapella singing 

7. Participate in World Bible School 

8. Tutor local students 

9. Host side door events at your 
facility to being visitors in.  (See 
paper OCCG-046: Evangelism 
Thru Side Door Events on the 
occginstitute.org website) 

10. Any of a number of other activities which 
will take advantage of your natural re-
sources and match a community need. 

Instead of Wednesday Night Service have 
Wednesday Service Night.   

At the present time at least 90% of our congre-
gations are in decline if not simply dying.  If 
they hold steadfastly to what they have been 
doing for years, most likely they will simply die.  
Will be holding steadfastly to what didn’t work 

be a good defense on judgment day? 

Consider that if you were to dedicate the time 
you are presently investing in redundant activi-
ties to activities specifically designed to engage 
evangelism prospects what might happen.  If 
you have no visitors, you will make no con-
versions.  If you generate a large number of 
visitors, some percentage will become mem-

bers.  Some per-
centage of visitors 
becoming mem-
bers is called 
church growth or 
personal evange-
lism. 

The question is will you hold to the course of 
traditions as your congregation dies, or will you 
be more flexible within the scriptures to try to 
revitalize your congregation. 

In other words, if your means have become 
your ends, it is time to restore your congrega-
tion to scriptural requirements rather than on-

going tradi-
tions. 

One final 
word.  It is 
difficult for 
anyone in the 
middle of the 
difficulty to be 

objective about how to get out of it.  We all 
think we can, but if you could you would proba-
bly already be out of it.  Consider getting the 
objective advise of an outsider who has studied 
this type situation.   

If you have not had an outside consultant look 
at your facility and operations, it will be well 
worth the money.  As a practical matter, the OC 
Church Growth Institute advertised on page 7 
is self funded and will do it for free so even cost 
does not need to be a consideration.   

INSTEAD OF  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

HAVE  
WEDNESDAY SERVICE NIGHT.  

MEANS BECOME ENDS, P. 4  

SOME PERCENTAGE OF 
VISITORS BECOMING 
MEMBERS IS CALLED 
CHURCH GROWTH OR 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM. 
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Places in the Bible where the Lord God speaks with 
men are not many.  However, they reveal much 
about His nature and the character of the person 
with whom He speaks.   

When Moses was called out by the burning bush, 
he showed weakness of character. 

“The Lord told Moses, ‘Come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may lead my people, the children 
of Israel.”  Exodus 3: 10 

Moses immediately began making excuses. 

 He was a person of no importance 

 He didn’t know what name for ‘God’ he   
 should use 

 His hearers would not believe him or listen  
  to him 

 His speech was not eloquent 

After Moses ran out of excuses, he pleaded “‘Oh 
my Lord, please send someone else’. Then the an-
ger of the Lord was kindled against Moses . . .”  Ex-
odus 4: 13-14. 

Perhaps it was God’s grace which brought about 
changes in Moses.  In the end he accepted the task 
the Lord had given him, leading the Israelites out of 
Egypt.. 

One strong feature of Moses’s character was that 
he almost always did what the Lord told him to do.  
The notable exception occurred while Israel was 
wandering in the desert.  At Kadesh in the Desert of 
Zin there was no water.  The people blamed Moses 
and Aaron. 

The Lord told Moses to gather the people.  Moses 
was to speak to the rock, causing it to gush water 
out.  But Moses hit the rock twice with his staff.  
Water came forth, and the people and livestock 
drank, but Moses had disobeyed the Lord. 

The Lord said for Moses’s lack of trust in Him, Mo-
ses would not be allowed to bring the Israelites into 
the Promised Land. 

Moses was a good leader, faithful and obedient for 
the most part.  Like everyone else except Jesus, he 
had character flaws.  We can still admire Moses as 
a man who spoke with God. 

 

John Black, Houston 

On teaching Impossible for Evolution to the 
High School class a while back the regular 
teacher, the youth minister made an interesting 
comment.  He said when he taught, half the 
class listened and have didn’t.  In this class, 
half listened and the other half didn’t, but it was 
the other half that listened. 

Perhaps it is because of the difference in left 
brained and right brained people.  A person 
who is "left-brained" is often said to be more 
logical, analytical, and objective. A person who 
is "right-brained" is said to be more intuitive, 
thoughtful, and subjective.  Whatever the rea-
son, there was a difference.   

To whatever extent something like this is true, 
the youth minister will likely go on to become a 
“regular” pulpit minister.  The net effect is he 
will likely talk to half the congregation.  If this is 
true and if the “left brained” members don’t give 
up and leave at which time he will be talking to 
right brained members only.  He is likely to al-
ways give “right brained” sermons.  It can likely 
be said that the colleges which produce most of 
our preachers are producing “right brained” 
preachers.  “Right brained” people are simply 
more likely to want to be preachers. 

It will take a concerted effort on his part to rec-
ognize the situation and for “right brained” 
preachers to prepare sermons for the other half 
of the congregation.  All of us left brained peo-
ple will appreciate it. 

 

MOSES                           LEFT BRAINED 

IN THIS CLASS, HALF LIS-
TENED AND THE OTHER 

HALF DIDN’T, BUT IT WAS 
THE OTHER HALF THAT 

LISTENED. 
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PHONE APP 

GET A FREE PHONE 
APP FOR THE OCCG 
CHURCH GROWTH IN-
STITUTE. 

 GIVES READY ACCESS 
TO THE INFORMATION 
LISTED BELOW.  SEE 
PAGE 12 FOR INSTRUC-
TIONS. 

 

Vacationers 
 

As you travel this summer, you can be of assistance in local 
congregations in helping them to understand how they are seen 

by potential visitors and prospects. 
 

On the occginstitute.org website, Project Papers tab is a paper 
titled:  

MYSTERY GUEST PROGRAM 
 

This paper and the forms included will help you anonymously 
communicate with the congregation and improve their  

“curb appeal”. 
 

A project of the OC Church Growth Think Tank 

OC CHURCH GROWTH INSTITUTE 
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We have occasionally heard of a 
health condition associated with a 
hole being in a baby’s heart.  It is 
a serious problem and requires a 
risky surgery to repair the holes.   

Turns out that  all babies have 
holes in their hearts.  The reason 
is that in the womb babies are not 
breathing air, but are dependent 
on oxygen from the mother 
through the Umbilical Cord and 
Placenta.  While in the womb 
blood goes to the lungs, but to 
feed the lungs rather than to ex-
tract oxygen from the air. 

As seen in the lower left figure, in 
the womb most of the blood bypasses the 
lungs by going through two holes, the Foramen Ovale and the Ductus Arteriosus.  These are 

“holes” in the heart. 

At birth as seen in the upper right figure, the 
baby’s first breath triggers changes.  The holes 
close and all blood passes through the lungs.  
It was amazing to start with that the baby sud-
denly starts to breathe, but at the same time 
internal changes happen to change the blood 
flow path between the heart and lungs. 

If this does not happen can usually survive, but 
the baby is at risk of heart attack and will have 
activities curtailed by a lack of adequate blood 
flow.  Certainly not survival of the fittest. 

This is one more case when the best answer 
the evolutionist has is aren’t we lucky that this 
evolved for our benefit.  It can be said, but that 
doesn’t make it reasonable, possible, or even 
sane.  

The wonderful creative genius of God is seen 
all around us. 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION — HOLE IN A BABY’S HEART 

GRAPHICS FROM: Human Body,   

Dorling Kindersley, Ltd. 

(A really good book to have) 
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THE POWER OF FOCUS    

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most importantly, 
please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 

 

In an effort to meet a growing demand for chil-
dren needing out of home placement, Foster’s 
Home for  Children is expanding by three addi-
tional group homes in the summer of 2019.  We 
will be interviewing and hiring caregivers for 
these three homes.  If you are interested in be-
ing considered, it is not too early to submit your 
application.  Consider serving with us as we 
provide sanctuary and healing to children of 
trauma.  Applications can be found on our web-
site at www.fostershome.org, and submitted to 
glenn@fostershome.org.   

For more information, contact Glenn Newberry, 
President, at 214 536-6172.   

To revitalize your congregation likely means 
that a number of things need to be changed, 
let’s say a dozen for talking purposes.  To 
propose changing twelve things at one time 
in intimidating, complicated, and energy 
draining. 

Consider instead you focus on a single goal 
which everyone can relate to.  Consider that 
your goal is the Great Commission, or taking 
the Gospel to your service area.  If that is 
your goal, there is power in the clarity it gives.   

1. It is unquestionably scriptural. 

2. It becomes the yardstick by which all oth-
er elements are measured.  In other 
words, it effectively impacts everything. 

3. Is your worship service self-satisfying, or 
of a  quality which helps on evangelism? 

4. Are you Bible classes simply social group-
ings or do they help prepare your mem-
bers to support the Great Commission?   

5. If you evaluate continuing or abandoning 
a program, is it just a traditional program 
or is it actually supporting the Great Com-
mission. 

6. Need to start a new program.  Does the 
new program support the Great Commis-
sion. 

7. Are your present programs bringing 
enough visitors in to support Great Com-
mission growth?  Do you need to end pro-
grams that are inwardly focused and start 
programs which are outwardly focused? 

Having a measurable, scriptural goal can be 
a significant component in revitalizing your 
congregation.  It can simplify addressing the 
other eleven needs. 
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SUMMARY: There are frequent lists about all the scientific errors in the Bible.  Study 
of the cases listed indicate that the items listed are not mistakes but rather than the 
Bible is reliable when it makes a scientific statement.  Some of the Biblical statements 
need to be understood within the context and some are metaphors.  If the Bible had 
reported some of the conventional “scientific truths” believed at the time, it would 
have been discredited. 

 

What is a “scientific error”?  How is this distinguished from “scientific truth” which follows in a 
later section.  Generally, “scientific truth” is the consensus of the educated class at any time 
and may or may not actually be true.  A scientific error would be a violation of actual truth, 
irrespective of the “scientific truth” at the time.  As an instance, it was “scientific truth” in the 
Holy Land that the Mustard seed was the smallest seed as likely no one had ever seen a 
smaller seed.  The actual truth was and is that an Orchid seed is smaller.  If someone in the 
first century Holy Land said the Mustard seed was the smallest seed, it would have been 
“scientific truth, would have violated actual science and been wrong. 

The following “scientific errors” in the Bible are found on rationalwiki.org, along with a few 
others not worth discussing.  These represent contemporary “scientific” teachings and 
implications of those teachings, not some middle ages myth.  The word “scientific” is 
used as actual contemporary scientist would likely disagree with them.  This makes 
this a good test of the truth of the Bible. 

1. MUSTARD SEEDS: Mark 4:31-34 NASB “It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it 
is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large 
branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade. With many such 
parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; and 
He did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately 
to His own disciples.” 

 Error: The Mustard seed is not the smallest seed; the Orchid seed is smaller.   
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A. It is speaking in parable form.  It was likely the smallest seed that anyone in the 
area knew about.  It is a bit like telling your child to get the smallest chair.  The 
child understands it is the smallest chair in the house, not in the world.   

 B. An Orchid seed is not sown on the ground. Orchid seeds are dispersed into the 
air like minute dust particles and come to rest in the upper canopy of rainforest 
trees, where they eventually germinate.  Good for discussion, however, Orchid 
seeds are 1/300th of an inch (.003”), the seed of the begonia plant is about 
1/100th of an inch (.010”) in size, that of the petunia plant about 1/50th of an inch 
(.020 in), and that of the mustard plant (family Brassicaceae) about 1/20th of an 
inch (.050”).  At least some of these could be sown, which is a planting method of 
scattering the seeds by hand from a standing position. 

 C. The seeds are qualified as “small”, “sown”, and “in the garden”.  It is highly 
unlikely that any of the seeds smaller than the Mustard seed were sown at the 
time of the parable.  If they had been known at all they would have been planted 
rather than sown, which would have made this a scientifically correct parable.  
Further, if they were planted, it would be in a flower bed rather than a garden as 
they are not food. It would be a correct statement when made, even if a thousand 
years later someone decided to try to sow Orchid seeds just to try to prove the 
Bible wrong. 

 The Bible makes a correct statement, the contemporary teachings are wrong. 

2. CANAANITES: Canaanites were annihilated in Deuteronomy 20:16-18, whereas 
recently analyzed DNA evidence shows that Canaanites left many descendants. 

 A. The Canaanites were basically a people who occupied an area, who may have 
had relatives living elsewhere.  If they annihilated all people who lived in that area, 
it would not have wiped out all their foreign relatives so traces of them could still 
show up, if you could actually tell. 

 B. I have personally had my DNA done by 2 different services under slightly different 
names to test the credibility of what they are saying.  On a recent DNA test run by 
2 services under slightly different names at the same time, my dominant English 
heritage varies from 95.7% to 59.6% and my next most dominant Scandinavian 
heritage varies from 29.1% to 1.1%.  With that level of short term accuracy, it is 
incomprehensible that anyone could claim that they have identified a people who 
lived in a small area 3500 years ago. 

 The contemporary teachings are wrong. The Bible cannot be proven as right here, but 
it is not shown to be wrong.  

3. ANT BEHAVIOR: Proverbs 6:6-8 “Ants are wise, have no captain, supervisor or ruler, 
she makes sure she has food and safeguards her food during the harvest.”  
RationalWiki says ants live in colonies subject to a queen and are subject to the 
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population for survival. It is probably reasonable to say ants act by instinct, including 
taking care of a Queen, but take no instructions from a captain, supervisor, or ruler.  To 
take instructions implies someone has a voice. 

 The Bible makes a correct statement, the contemporary teachings are wrong. 

4. PI: The Bible says the circumference is 3 times the diameter (II Chron. 4:2-5), whereas 
the Rationalwiki.org’s number is “3.14159265358979323846264338327950288..? That 
number is a mistake as it is rounded off to 35 decimal places.  Pi is an irrational 
number which means it never comes to a solution, but rather goes on forever.  (1/3 is 
irrational as it is 0.333333.., ¼ is rational as it is 0.25 exactly) Our usual 3.14 rounds it 
off to 2 decimal places and 3 rounds it off even more but is still an accurate answer.  
This is a criticism for not properly using the decimal system, which wasn’t even 
invented at the time. 

 The Bible makes a correct statement, the contemporary teachings are wrong. 

5. FIRMAMENT: In Genesis 1:6 in the highly figurative description of creation is criticized 
as “The "firmament" is claimed to be a solid "roof" over the world.”  This is criticizing 
someone’s interpretation of the Bible and using the archaic language of the KJV to do 
it.  NASV more contemporarily interprets it an expanse, which is reasonable. 

 The Bible makes a correct statement, the contemporary teachings are wrong. 

6. MOON: “In Genesis, the moon is referred to as a "light" ("lesser light" actually). The 
moon is merely a reflector of the sun's light and produces no visible light.  Answer: The 
light at night comes from the Moon (reflected from the Sun), which means the Moon is 
a light. There is no inherent requirement for the Moon to generate light to be a light.  
Consider indirect lighting in your home.  It is still light. 

 The Bible makes a correct statement, the contemporary teachings are wrong. 

7. STAR FALLING DOWN AT THE SECOND COMING: Revelation 8:10 “And the third 
angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and 
it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;”  Answer: A 
future time prophecy of a miraculous return is not a violation of a scientific principle.  If 
you have the miraculous power to make a star fall, you can shrink it also. 

 The Bible makes a future statement of a miracle, it cannot be judged by physical laws. 

8. THE CREATION IN GENESIS: The criticism that the Genesis creation description 
conflicts with someone else’s speculation as to what happened presumes and that 
their speculation is scientific.  Answer: Science is observable, repeatable, and testable.  
Anyone’s speculation as to a historical event is just that, historical speculation, not 
science. 
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 The Bible makes a statement of a miraculous beginning.  That it conflicts with 
someone else’s theory of what happened (which also requires a miraculous start) does 
not prove the one is the Bible is wrong. 

9. SUN GOING AROUND THE EARTH: “The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, 
and hasteth to his place where he arose.” Ecclesiastes 1:5  It would be interesting to 
find any person at any time who never said the Sun set, which is correct in your frame 
of reference.  The Sun certainly does go around the Earth, from the point of view of the 
Earth’s frame of reference.  This says the writer was writing from the Earth’s frame of 
reference.  The Qur’an’ saying the Sun sets in a muddy puddle, would be an error. 

The Bible makes a correct scientific statement, the contemporary teachings suggest 
you are constrained to use the frame of reference of the Sun, which is wrong. 

10. BAT CLASSIFICATION: ‘These, moreover, you shall detest among the birds; they are 
abhorrent, not to be eaten: the eagle and the vulture and the buzzard,  and the kite and 
the falcon in its kind, every raven in its kind, and the ostrich and the owl and the sea 
gull and the hawk in its kind, and the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl, and 
the white owl and the pelican and the carrion vulture, and the stork, the heron in its 
kinds, and the hoopoe, and the bat.  All the winged insects that walk on all fours are 
detestable to you.” Leviticus 11:13-20 | NASB 

 The Old Testament is being criticized for classifying bats with fowls about 3500 years 
ago.   The present-day classification system classifies them with mammals rather than 
birds.  Presently birds are defined as    endothermic vertebrates, characterized by 
feathers, toothless beaks and laying hard shell eggs.  Answer: Today no 
classification system is universally accepted.  (Wikipedia, Mammal classification) It is 
hard to imagine criticizing not matching today’s classification system when the current 
classification system cannot even be standardized.  It is reasonable to understand that 
the “classification system” at that time was birds are small things that fly, such as bats.  

 As near as we can tell, the Bible makes a correct statement within the arbitrary 
classification system used at the time.  The contemporary teachings are wrong for 
saying you are making a mistake by not following different arbitrary classification 
system which was not in existence at the time. 

11. GOLD AND SILVER RUSTING: “Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust 
will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days 
that you have stored up your treasure!” James 5:3, NASV 

 This not on the lists seen, but is interesting to understand. Whatever the “rust” is will be 
a witness against them.  There is some characteristic of gold which can be a witness, 
not necessarily an oxidation. 
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 This was written in about AD 50-65 and iron had been around for about hundreds of 
years, so the writer would have been well aware of what rust was and anyone who 
knew what gold was would know that gold does not rust like iron does. 

 Verse 1 indicates he is talking about a future event, is talking about at that time their 
riches have rotted and their garments are moth eaten.  At that time their gold and silver 
will have rusted and will be a witness against them. 

 It is reasonable to understand this as a metaphorical statement that the gold they 
treasure will have its value go to nothing (i.e. rust away) at judgment day.  Instead of 
gold being a value, it will be a witness against them. 
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ADVERTISING POLICY: 

Any scriptural event relating to more 
than one congregation at no cost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 

 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Hei- derich: Di-
rector 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
 

311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 
Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 

 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 

Tomball, TX 
+1 ( 

832) 534-0730 
lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups 
meet at Spring Creek Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at 

no cost.  
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 

 

Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applica ons accepted. 
Employment applica ons welcome. 

Applica ons and dona ons accepted online 
at 

www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  



 

15 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

  

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION is a 97 page 8 1/2” x 11” full col-

or book by Benton F. Baugh which includes many of the 

“impossible” ar cles in this newsle er plus discussions on  

what impossible means, defini on of terms, what evolu onists 

are going to teach your kids, and answers for evolu onists.  

Price: $30. 

To order this book go to:  

Www.thearray.org, BOOK tab 

(All net proceeds go to Oklahoma Chris an University) 

FREE E‐BOOK: IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION  

Go www.thearray.org, MAILING LIST tab and sign up again (or 

the first  me) to receive this E-Magazine and you will receive 

a digital copy of the Impossible for Evolu on Book. 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
 

8/10/19 Greater Houston Campaign for Christ  -  Mission Spring Branch 
 
Each Wed.    NE Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Location varies 
  11:00—1:00, Contact cell (713) 201-2417, marcusbarnum@gmail.com 
 
 

2nd Tues. NW Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. , Ranchero King  
  Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Hou, confirm with Gerald Fruzia fruzia70@sbcglobal.net 

   
 

All past 139 copies of this newsletter can be found on the website 
“occginstitute.org” under the E-MAGAZINE tab.  The free phone app discussed 

below will give you ready access to the information at any time. 

Permission to reuse information: 
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any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

Circulation: 4587 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements: Send to info@thearray.org 

RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.thearray.org on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION. 

GET A FREE PHONE APP FOR THE 
OC CHURCH GROWTH INSTITUTE 

For iPhone: 

1. Visit the website on your mobile device, 
www.occginstitute.org 

2. Along the bottom row of buttons, press on 
the middle button 

3. The row of options just above the “Cancel” 
button, scroll to the right to the 6th button “Add 
to Home Screen”, and press it 

4. Press “Add”, and you can move it around as 
you would a normal app 

 

 

 

For Android 

1. Visit our website on your mobile browser 
2. Click on the “Add Bookmark” button at the 

top right of the screen 
3. Press on the “Add To” drop down menu and 

select “Home Screen” 
The shortcut should appear on your home 
screen 


