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THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

The latest issue of the Christian Chronicle with 
the lead title “Can Churches of Christ be 
saved?” has quotations which say: 

“Dying churches can be resources for rebirth, 
planters say” 

“The tragedy unfolding in our fellowship is not 
that congregations are reaching the end of 
their life-cycle.  What is the tragedy is that 
many congregations are doing so without digni-
ty and good stewardship.” 

“For a church movement to be considered 
healthy, at least half the congregation should 
be below 40 years of age.”  “Only 21% of 
Churches of Christ are in that age range.” 

“Other researchers say that a healthy move-
ment must plant 1 percent of its total number of 
congregations per year just maintain its size—
and double that number to experience growth.  
Among Churches of Christ in the U.S.  the new 
church planting rate is so low …. That it does 
not register a significant percentage.” 

“When asked about the small church’s legacy, 
he says he hopes it is remembered ‘as a God-
fearing church that held true to the gospel of 
Christ.’  For the Sunset International Bible Insti-
tute, Adair says, ‘the question is: Do we help 
this church die gracefully and transition this 
marvelous facility into something else” Or  do  

Continued on page 2  

MY JAR OF OIL 

“The wise, however, took oil in jars along with 
their lamps.” (Matt. 25:4) The audience listen-
ing to Jesus knew exactly what he meant. You 
must have something to sustain your lamp 
while you wait. It is foolish to think we are set 
for all time and need nothing more.  

Maybe a better metaphor for our time is the cell 
phone battery. On a recent trip, I used the map 
on my cell phone to prompt the driver. It was 
fully charged when I left home. At the end of 
the journey, when I really needed the map, my 
battery was gone. I had hastily tossed in the 
wrong car charger and assumed others would 
have a paper map.  

I decided I would never leave home again with-
out the correct car charger, a paper map and 
an accessory battery pack. I am responsible for 
keeping my battery charged.  My spiritual bat-
tery is even more important, so here are the 
ways I recharge my spiritual battery, or in other 
words, refill my jar of oil. 

My charge cord is my church family, it keeps 
me connected, encouraged, challenged and 
strengthened. My paper map is my Bible, it will 
still be there when all the batteries are gone. 
And my battery pack? That is the indwelling 
Holy Spirit who is my transforming power, he 
lives in me and intercedes for me. I set my 
mind on what the Spirit desires and walk in the 
light of Jesus Christ and as my faith increases, 
my jar of oil if filled.  (See 2 Cor. 3:17, Rom. 8) 

Operating on a low battery? Make a U-turn at 
the next opportunity and recharge your battery.  
We won’t get to heaven without our jar of oil.   

Elizabeth Brown 
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we help them survive, revive, maybe even 
resurrect?  And it probably would mean that 
the church would have to start over to match 
the demographics of this town.’” 

STARTING COMMENTS 

“The tragedy unfolding in our fellowship is not 
that congregations are reaching the end of 
their life-cycle.  What is the tragedy is that 
many congregations are doing so without dig-
nity and good stewardship.” 

It is hard to imagine that Jesus would think 
that it is not a tragedy for a once vibrant con-
gregation to turn inwardly and die.  It is hard to 
imagine telling Jesus that we helped your con-
gregation to die with dignity.  The final burial 
of the congregation with dignity is probably a 
reasonable goal.  However, those responsible 
as the congregation slowly got to the point of 
a burial without making proper adjustments to 
return the congregation to HOT may not like 
judgment day. 

he hopes it is remembered ‘as a God-fearing 
church that held true to the gospel of Christ. 

It is a congregation which kept on with the sta-
tus quo until it died.  Is that “true to the gospel 
of Christ” or true to traditions or something 
else? 

And it probably would mean that the church 
would have to start over to match the de-
mographics of this town 

A statement that the church kept on keeping 
on without consideration of their changing sit-
uation, along with an implied statement that if 
they considered the changing situation the 
congregation would grow. 

LIFE CYCLE 

Most of the previous has to do with the life cy-
cle of a congregation.  What does life cycle of 
a congregation mean? 

It generally means that a group of younger 
members starts a congregation, let’s say for 

example with an average age of 30 years old.  
When a church is dying, it will typically have 
an older age membership, frequently averag-
ing over 60 years of age.  Young attendees 
then older attendees  -  a life cycle much like a 
human life cycle.  Feels sort of normal and 
turns out it is sort of normal or typical. 

Another way to put this is that younger people 
or a younger congregation tends to grow the 
congregation.  Older people or an older con-
gregation tends to prevent congregational 
growth.  Not as a goal, but that is they way it 
typically is.   For sake of conversation let’s say 
that younger members or a younger congre-
gation tends to be HOT, and older members 
or an older congregation tends to be COLD.  
Speculate also that in the middle there are 
middle age members or a middle age congre-
gations tends to be LUKEWARM.  That may 
not be a pleasant outlook for some of us older 
members, but that is what the data shows.   
There is a high degree of correlation support-
ing the idea that those are true statements.  It 
may not be a direct cause and effect, but it 
has good correlation. 

If you do not think this is true, pick a dying 
congregation and look at the color of their 
hair. 

Continued on page 3 
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LUTHER STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
120 BURBANK STREET 

BIBLE CLASS 9:00 A.M. 
MORNING WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 
EVENING WORSHIP 6:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY SERVICE NIGHT 7:00 P.M. 
………………………………. 

FACILITY AVAILABLE FOR YOUR  
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

713-465-0000 

How to Locate Side Door Events 
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This makes it really easy to pick on the older 
members, however, the pattern was set a long 
time ago.  It was likely set by hot, younger 
members in some event or decision made 
which functionally changed the congregation 
from HOT to LUKEWARM.  The effect was 
almost unnoticed at the time, but it was the 
beginning of the change from a growth curve 
towards a flatline or LUKEWARM part of the 
curve.  It was likely about where the “X” is on 
the growth curve in the figure. 

For discussion convenience, congregations 
will be discussed in stages. 

STAGE 1:The younger members or congrega-
tion struggled to build a church with limited 
resources, typically in a newer growing area.  
They face a massive challenge just to get a 
piece of property to build a building on. 

STAGE 2: The middle aged members or con-
gregation settled into a flatline period of the 
congregation with a critical mass facility and 
had a comfortable secure environment.   They 
expanded to a more expensive and expansive 
facility, which they could well afford.  

STAGE 3: Later in the life of the congregation 

as the members became older the service ar-
ea became older also and the socio-economic 
mix of the area changed.  Younger members 
now tended to live in different areas and the 
older members did not mix well with the new 
socio-economic mix. 

Attendance tended to decline, and as more of 
the members started to retire the giving tend-

ed to decline also.  The expansive and expen-
sive to maintain facility can now become an 
Albatross consuming the abilities of the con-
gregation to just keep it open. 

The following discussions of STAGES are 
made on this basis: 

1. Within the context of Rev. 3:15-16. 

2. The primary role of Elders is to be Shep-
herds, which is the reason that only the 
word Shepherds is normally used in this 
publication.  Shepherds are in charge of 
everything, but their job is to mentor Dea-
cons and other to do the work.  If the Dea-
cons and others are failing to do the work, 
it is time to mentor better, not for Shep-
herds to do Deacon work. 

3. The leadership style of the Shepherds is to 
be as shepherds, not to functionally act as 
a board of directors of a congregation.  
The only decisions which should be made 
in private by the Shepherds is shepherding 
decisions.  Paint color is not a shepherding 
decision. 

4. The suggestions following are gross sim-

plifications of a complex set of human inter
-relations.  They represent some general 
guidelines which may be of help to a par-
ticular congregation, and not to another. 

5. The STAGES will be discussed in reverse 
order.  

Continued on page 4. 
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STAGE 3: It is highly likely that you are an 
older congregation with older members and 
don’t match your area socio-economic and/or 
racial mix well.   

You are likely bogged down by traditions, sa-
cred cows, authoritative leadership and ex-
penses such that you feel you have no flexibil-
ity. 

You will not return to HOT and to doing your 
part of the Great Commission unless you: 

1. Decide if you want to die with business as 
usual, or are prepared to make whatever 
scriptural changes are necessary to revital-
ize your congregation. 

2. Match your socio-economic and racial situ-
ation better. 

3. Take advantage of your assets.  You likely 
have a facility which a startup congrega-
tion would envy. A way to do this is to pro-
mote side door events which repeatedly 
bring potential prospects into your facility 
with contact with your present members. 

STAGE 2: The complexity of dealing openly 
with a growing congregation is frequently han-
dled by progressively more centralization of 
authority as Elders.  This method becomes 
simpler, but discourages the participation of 
other members and has unintended conse-
quences.  Over time the Shepherds become a 
little older and more authoritative each year 
and the middle age group of the congregation 
tends to vote with their feet.  

You will not return to HOT and to doing your 
part of the Great Commission unless you: 

1. Guard against the natural human tendency 
towards centralized bureaucratic control. 

2. Insist that non-shepherding decisions are 
handled by the congregation as a whole 
rather than in private meetings. 

3. Give up on the idea that meetings of the 
congregations can be handled adequately 
by a rotation of all the Shepherds.  Shep-
herding and large meeting management 
are two distinctly different talents.  If you 
dumb the meetings down such that the 
least talented Shepherd can run them, you 
will typically kill them or at least make them 
ineffective.  Consider a limited number of 
Shepherds and/or Deacons to run open 
meetings.  The Shepherds can rotate in 
running shepherding meetings. 

4. Pay specific attention to the balance of 
outward Great Commission activities and 
inward fellowship activities in the congre-
gation. 

5. Regain your focus of preparing the next 
generation for evangelism and/or leader-
ship. 

STAGE 1: You are by definition a HOT con-
gregation, so there is nothing to do to become 
HOT.  However, you are the only group who  
can experience the event(s) which will change  
your congregation from HOT to LUKEWARM.   
Examples of these events are: 

1. Disagreements on appointing an unquali-
fied Shepherd. 

2. A change in doctrine. 

3. A dispute among members. 

4. Hiring additional staff who begin to do the 
work of the members rather than promot-
ing the members to do the work. 

Continued on page 5. 
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Can we be comforted by the fact that the U.S. 
is not as friendly towards Christianity as it was 
in the 1950s?  Perhaps we should consider 
than our present situation is not an abdominal-
ly, the 1950s were.  We might do well to com-
pare ourselves to the 
first century.  It is far 
friendly to Christianity 
today than it was in 
the first century. 

Can we be comforted 
by the fact that 
Churches of Christ 
are not declining any 
more than the de-
nominations around 
us?  We are not sup-
posed to be part of a big bureaucracy which is 
controlled by someone else.  We are scriptural 
locally autonomous congregations responsible 
for ourselves.  Jesus is looking for us to be 
reasonable in comparison to the Great Com-
mission, not in comparison to the Methodists. 

Now for “what it means”.  To an extent the 
words at the start of this article are that when 
a congregation becomes cold, it is easier for it 
to die and start fresh than to deal with the bu-
reaucracy, traditions, and sacred cows which 
were driving the congregation toward death. 

A new growing HOT congregation can be 
started if you get rid of the bureaucracy, tradi-
tions, and sacred cows of the present COLD 
congregation.   

Who is holding on to the bureaucracy, tradi-
tions, and sacred cows of the present congre-
gation?  To whatever extent this is true, you 
do not want to take it to judgment day. 

From 2006 to 2016 about 58 congregations 
closed each year.  From 2014 to 2017 the de-
cline rate of Churches of Christ accelerated 
from 0.5% to 1.71%, so it is even worse now. 

We need to stop throwing away congregations 
and start restoring congregations. 

This graphic below shows a classic Church of 
Christ life cycle curve, and with an added re-
turn to HOT in red to the right.  We can do this 
and we must do this.  It will not be easy, but it 
is our job. 

We must do our part of the Great Commission 
in our generation. 

 

WHAT IT MEANS IS... , P. 5 
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John 10: 10:  “ . . . I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.” 

Recently my wife and I went shopping at a lo-
cal supermarket.  We like to drink bottled wa-
ter, and bought a carton.  The carton was 
heavy.   

After checkout, we rolled the shopping cart to 
the car and opened the trunk.  Because of the 
water bottle carton’s weight, we prepared to 
lift it together. 

A young man who was pushing a line of shop-
ping carts back to the store stopped what he 
was doing and hurried over to help us.  He 
wore a reflective green safety vest with an 
employee badge pinned to it.  Smiling, he 
picked up the heavy carton and set it in the 
trunk by himself.  My wife thanked him.  He 
responded “de nada,” which in Spanish 
means “you’re welcome.” 

The young Latino employee gave the water 
bottle carton a final tug and scurried away to 
join a companion who was minding his string 
of shopping carts. 

My wife and I appreciated the man’s kindness 
and thoughtfulness.  I trotted after him to hand 
over a few dollars as a tip.  When he saw the 
money, he said, “No lo necesito.  Jesucristo 
es mi Salvador.”  (“I don’t need it.  Jesus 
Christ is my Saviour.”)  He smiled, but would-
n’t accept the tip. 

Even though the Latino man was working as a 
cart pusher, he said he had no need of money 
because Jesus brought life to the full.  I silent-
ly thanked him for the lesson he taught me. 

 

John Black, MCOC, Houston, TX 

 

 

 

 

It takes a lot of work to make a lesson series, 
and it makes sense for them to be reused by 
our congregations.  We are going to attempt 
to collect available sources you might use. 

EBIBLESTUDY.ORG 

Located at ebiblestudy.org, this series pro-
vides 28 - 13 lesson series on a wide variety 
of subjects.  It is sponsored by Oklahoma 
Christian University. 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 

As a part of our program, we have prepared 
more than 100 topical lessons covering from 
creation to judgment day.  They can be ac-
cessed by going to thearray.org, click on the 
Christian Array tab to access the lessons. 

There are about 100  topical lessons available 
in pdf form for your free use.  If all printed out, 
they represent a book of about 500 pages.  As 
a practical matter, if you go to the BOOKS tab 
at the same website, you can buy them as a 
book titled THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY. 

The topical lesson starting on page 11 is one 
of the lessons in this group. 

GENE TAYLOR, CENTERVILLE ROAD COC 

This lesson series by Gene Taylor, is located 
at centervilleroad.com/abc-curriculum.html.  It 
includes 12—13 lesson series focusing pri-
marily on the Old Testament. 

One of the purposes of this article is to identify 
other Church of Christ related lesson series 
which might be interesting to you.  If you know 
of other Church of Christ related lesson plans 
we can use in this listing in the future, let us 
know at info@thearray.org. 

HAVING LIFE ABUNDANTLY          BIBLE CLASS LESSONS 
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“Swiss electrical engineer George de Mes-
tral invented his first touch fastener when, in 
1941, he went for a walk in the woods and 
wondered why Burdock seeds clung to his coat 
and dog. He discovered it could be turned into 
something useful. He patented it in 1955 and 
subsequently refined and developed its practi-
cal manufacture until its commercial introduc-
tion in the late 1950s. 

The fastener consisted of two components: a 
lineal fabric strip with tiny hooks that could 
"mate" with another fabric strip with smaller 
loops, attaching temporarily, until pulled apart. 
Initially made of cotton, which proved impracti-
cal, the fastener was eventually constructed 
with nylon and polyester. 

De Mestral gave the name Velcro, a portman-
teau of the French words velour ("velvet") 
and crochet ("hook"), to his invention as well as 
his company, which continues to manufacture 
and market the fastening system.” (from Wik-
ipedia) 

The seeds we are more familiar with are Cock-
lebur seeds.  The hook on the end of the nee-
dles which make the burrs catch on your cloth-
ing help the plants to propagate over distanc-
es.  In olden times they hitched a ride on ani-
mal hair or just about anything. 

Biomimetics or biomimicry is the imitation of 
the models, systems, and elements of nature 
for the purpose of solving complex human 
problems.  Nice to know there is a whole 
branch of science in copying God’s inventions, 
even if they think they are evolutionary acci-
dents. 

The Cocklebur seed has special hard spines 
which require specific DNA designing to add to 
a seed.  In this case not only was DNA pro-
gramming for the spines was required, but it 
also required DNA programming to cause the 
hook on the end to be repeated in each gener-
ation.   

Question is how do you accidentally get a hook 

on the end of a hard spine?  The benefit is not 
to propagate, but to propagate in a different 
place.  Hardly survival of the fittest. 

How hard would this to be to invent.  Man has 
been on the earth at least 6000 years, and it 
took man at least 5900 years to “invent” this 
design by looking at what God had done.  The 
copy was so unique that the US patent office 
granted it a patent. 

God did this thousands of years ago, as just 
one of His many inventions. 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION — VELCRO 

Cocklebur photo by Zephyris 

Velcro photo by Ryj 
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION is a 97 page 8 1/2” x 11” full 
color book by Benton Baugh which includes many of the 
“impossible” ar cles in this newsle er plus discussions on  
what impossible means, defini on of terms, what evolu-
onists are going to teach your kids, and answers for evo-
lu onists.  Price: $30. 

To order this book go to:  

Www.thearray.org, BOOK tab 

(All net proceeds go to Oklahoma Chris an University) 

WILL MAKE EXCELLENT 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR 

YOUR    

KIDS / GRANDCHILDREN! 
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TRAVELLERS 
 

As you travel this summer, you can be of 
assistance in local congregations in help-
ing them to understand how they are seen 

by potential visitors and prospects. 
 

On the occgthingtank.org website, Project 
Papers tab is a paper titled:  

MYSTERY GUEST PROGRAM 
 

This paper and the forms included will help 
you anonymously communicate with the 

congregation and improve their  
“curb appeal”. 

 
A project of the OC Church Growth Think Tank 

Www.occgthinktank.org 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 

PREACHING SPECIALISTS 

Congregations sometimes need fill-in preach-
ers and speakers with special subjects which 
are difficult for the local minister to become 
proficient in.   Following are a list of speakers 
with topics which may be of interest to you.   
Each of the speakers are known to us and reli-
ably present the Word.  

If any of the topics are interesting to you, con-
tact information is provided. Some speakers 
may require expenses and/or stipends.   

 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON 
CHURCH FAITHFULNESS 

 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON MAR-
RIAGE 

  Kent Allen, Oklahoma Christian University 
  405-315-3008 
 
 CROSSING THE LINE IN ADDICTION 
  Philip Bailey, Memorial Church of Christ,  
  Houston, TX, 713-304-0011 
  Pbailey@gpbaileyconsulting.com 
 
 GOD IS SCIENTIFIC 
 IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION [1] 
 WHAT ATHEIST ARE GOING TO TELL 

YOUR CHILDREN, WITH ANSWERS 
  Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 
  Memorial church of Christ Houston, TX  
  713-419-8683 
  bbaugh@thearray.org 

[1] Impossible for Evolution is a good topic for 
a youth event.  If you arrange an event, we will 
provide the refreshments, wherever you are. 
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HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 

 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 

Tomball, TX 
+1 ( 

832) 534-0730 
lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups 
meet at Spring Creek Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at 

no cost.  
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 
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Creation of the universe is a slightly different topic than the 6 days of creation.  Days 2, 3, 5, 
and 6 are the creation of things on the Earth.  Day 1 mentions creating the heavens, Earth 
and light.   Day 4 mentions creating the Sun, Moon, and stars. 

God has existed for all eternity and it is not clear where this fits into the previous paragraph.  
In the 24-hour creation day interpretation He would have basically done nothing for all 
eternity and then quickly did everything within the rotational period of the Earth relative to 
the Sun, which was not created until day 4. 

It is easy to understand what eternity means, and is hard to understand at the same time, 
e.g. what did God do for an eternity? 

Some thing we can know are: 

1. Events which brought the universe into existence are original creation events. 

2. Original creation events which happened according to scientific laws are natural 
events. 

3. Original creation events which didn’t happen according to scientific laws are non- 
natural or are supernatural events.  Supernatural doesn’t have to imply God, but it can. 

4. For the universe to be here, the only known choices are that the universe came from 
nothing or has always existed.  Parallel or multiple universes have the same problem 
and just confuse the understanding with strange unprovable theories. 

5. If the universe came from nothing, it would violate the first law of thermodynamics 
(conservation of energy) and so would be a supernatural event. 

6. If the universe has always existed for an eternity, it would be run down according to the 
second law of thermodynamics (all systems run down).  The universe is not run down, 
so if it has existed forever it would be a supernatural event.   

7. A “big bang” would be an explosion from nothing, and so is teaching a supernatural 
event to begin the universe.  To teach “big bang” without teaching it is a supernatural 
event is teaching error by omission.  To teach it is natural is false teaching. 

8. The Bible teaches that a supernatural force, God, created the universe.  That makes it 
compatible with the scientific understanding of the situation. 

9. The Bible goes on to make several scientific statements unknown at the time to 
validate its teachings (See lesson on Biblical Scientific Statements). 

10. No claimant to be God or a religion other than the Old Testament gives a credible 
explanation of creation.    

11. No claimant to be God or a religion other than the Judeo/Christian provides scientific 
statements to verify its truth. 
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VERSES RELATING TO THIS TOPIC: 

Genesis 1:1-5 NASB 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5 God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, one day. 

Genesis 1:6-8 Day 2: An expanse between the waters below and the waters above. 

Genesis 1:9-13: Day 3: Seas and vegetation. 

Genesis 1:14-19 NASB 14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and 
for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 
on the earth”; and it was so. 16 God made the two great lights, the greater light to 
govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 17 
God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to govern 
the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was 
good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 

Genesis 1:20-23: Sea creatures and birds. 

Genesis 1:24-31: Creeping things, beasts of the earth, and man 

Genesis 2:4-9 NASB 4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven. 5 Now no shrub of the field 
was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not 
sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 6 But a mist used to 
rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed 
man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being. 8 The Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and 
there He placed the man whom He had formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord God caused to 
grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

It has been suggested that the Genesis 2 account of creation reverses the order 
Genesis 1.  Verse 4 reverses “heavens and the earth” in the same sentence, so 
would be literary style rather than a scientific error.  The remainder says “no plant of 
the field”, “formed man”, then “caused to grow every tree” which appear to be out of 
order. The “caused to grow every tree” is specifically in the garden of Eden.  These 
verses do not address a lot of creation someplace in the middle including fish, 
animals, birds and vegetation.  They could well be between verses 5 and 7 so would 
not conflict with Genesis 1.  What is of more interest is than in verse 4 the entire 
creation period is figuratively called “the day”, demonstrating along with verses 1:6, 
1:14, 1:16, and 1:18 that the word “day” is used figuratively in this context. 
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John 1:1-5 NASB 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was 
life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it. 

Revelation 3:14 NASB 14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 

Colossians 1:13-17 NASB 13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 
For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

Romans 1:20 NASB 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they are without excuse.  

Revelation 4:11 NASB 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and 
honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and 
were created.” 

Malachi 2:10 NASB 10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why 
do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our 
fathers?  

Isaiah 42:5 NASB 5 Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And 
spirit to those who walk in it, 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
 

 

10/9-12 Abundant Living Branson Retreat, Branson, Mo., abundantlivingseniors.com 
 

10/24  Renew: A Gathering for Church Leaders, Nashville, TN, See renew.org 
 

11/5-11 53rd Pan American Lectureship, Havana, Cuba, www.lectureship.org 
  800-533-7660 
 

1/20-25 Gospel Meeting, Quartzsite Church of Christ, Quartzsite, Ariz.  
  See quartzsitechurchofchrist.org 
 

3/27-31 REVIVE US AGAIN  -   HomeMission Evangelism and Church-Growth Workshop 
  940-692-0032, kjones1228@yahoo.com, @Faith Village Church of Christ,  
  Wichita Falls, TX. 
 

Each Wed.    NE Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Darien Loop CofC, 7014  
   Darien St., Houston, 11:00—1:00, Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
 
 

2nd Tues. NW Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. , Ranchero King  
  Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Hou, confirm with Gerald Fruzia fruzia70@sbcglobal.net 
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