
 

1 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

Fifth Ward church of Christ and Memorial church of 
Christ in Houston have made it a practice for sever-
al years to have a joint service a couple of times 
each year on Sunday evening.  Fifth ward is pre-
dominantly black 
and Memorial is 
predominantly 
white, however, 
both are home to 
several races.   

The dominant but 
mixed race pattern 
of these congrega-
tions is likely char-
acteristic of a large 
number of our larg-
er congregations.  It 
has been an event of 
friends getting togeth- er 
more than anything.   

However, with recent news events and news in-
spired events, publicity has been gained in talking 
about racial problems.   

Some forms of racial problems and racial segrega-
tion will never go away.  Some people might not 
like to hear that, but it is true.   

Some forms of segregation of the races we have 
today are: 

1. Geographic: Most people tend to live with oth-
ers of similar backgrounds.  Whether it be 

black, white, Hispanic, Japanese, Korean, Chi-
nese, or any other ethnic group. 

2. Financial: People segregate themselves by 
economic status.  Blue collar workers tend to 

live around other 
blue collar workers 
an multi-millionaires 
tend to live around 
other multi-
millionaires.  It is a 
simple economic 
fact.  Blue collar 
workers tend to buy 
homes they can af-
ford, which are not 
in the middle of 
homes multi-

millionaires can afford.  
Not a bad thing, just 
reality.  

3. Educational: People with high school diplomas 
tend to talk with one another and people with 
doctorates tend to talk to one another.  Their 
jobs will be in different places. 

These are not necessarily forms of discrimination, 
but they segregate people anyhow.   

All these thing happen in the world, but they do not 
happen in Jesus’ church.  In Jesus’ church we are 
all equal.  Brothers Smith and Duncan have pro-
posed that the churches of Christ across the 
USA follow this example and show the 
world there is racial harmony in our congre-
gations.   

They have suggested the evening service of 
November 26, 2017 be the day we get togeth-
er across the land and do this. 

                     Continued on page 2 

NUMBER 123  NOVEMBER, 2017 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

National Racial Unity Day                            1 
Christianity is not Contagious -  Brown     3  
Impossible for Evolution                             5 
Area Wide Activities  8 

Gary Smith 

Fifth Ward church of Christ 

David Duncan 

Memorial church of Christ 

NATIONAL RACIAL UNITY DAY 



 

2 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

The suggestion is that a congregation of a pre-
dominant race invite another local congregation of 
a different predominant race to meet together at 
either of their facilities.  

When we talk about being dominated by a race, 
we characteristically talk about black, white, and 
sometimes Spanish.  We have Korean, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, and other congregations going about 
their work quietly.  Some of these may be smaller 
and more than one might 
be invited to worship with a 
larger congregation.  

Especially in larger congre-
gations where there is a 
racial mix in the first place, 
this will not be much of a 
change.  In some cases 
the change will be actually 
working together more than 
a racial thing.  That is good also.  It is our observa-
tion that we still have congregations which are 
100% one race or the other. For them to worship 
with another race can be more of a different expe-
rience.   

Having recently seen several worship services of 
another race, it turns out they don’t do things ex-
actly like we do.  Still scriptural and in some cases 
even better, just different practices.  

Another outcome is you will likely make some 
friends which will last a lifetime. 

If you attend a congregation which is still geo-
graphically segregated into a single race, having a 
unity fellowship with another race and then sched-
uling a return event the other way is going to 
broaden your experiences and your point of view.  

We want to congratulate brothers Duncan and 
Smith on their wisdom in making this appeal and 
heartily join in to support the event.   

Likely you know who the various congregations 
are in your area and their character.  What we can 
do to be of some assistance is to provide a listing 
of congregations in your zip code(s), along in 
many cases with their character, address and 
phone number.  We have a program which will do 
this for about half the congregations in the United 
States.  Just send a request to info@thearray.org. 

Another resource is looking at the website oc-
cgthinktank.org, 
click on the COC 
LOCATOR tab, and 
it shows about 4000 
US congregations on 
a Map.  It presently 
only shows location 
and name, but with 
that the internet will 
easily give you more 

information. 

The project is anticipating putting a listing in the 
January 2018 issue of the Christian Chronicle 
listing all the congregations which met togeth-
er to show unity.   
Send information on who you are meeting with 
to project contact email:  dduncan@mcoc.org 
or gsmith@fwcoc.org.  If you send the infor-
mation to us at info@thearray.org, we will for-
ward it to them. 
Please join with us and help make the stat 

 

NATIONAL RACIAL UNITY DAY 

HELP MAKE A STATEMENT THAT 
THERE IS NO PLACE FOR RACIAL 
SEGREGATION IN THE CHURCHES 

OF CHRIST! 
 

MAKE SOME NEW FRIENDS WHILE 
YOU DO IT. 

HURRICANE HARVEY HELP 
A number of congregations can as-
sist in the distribution of assistance 
to Hurricane Harvey victims.  One 

such congregation is Memorial 
Church of Christ in Houston.  Click 
their website at mcoc.org for infor-

mation on their home page. 
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“After that generation died, another generation 
grew up who did not acknowledge the Lord or 
remember the mighty things he had done for 
Israel.” (Jud. 2:10 NLT) 

Some of the saddest statements in Scripture 
are the comments after the death of Joshua. 
After all the glorious things that God had done 
to bring Israel out of Egypt - they failed to 
teach the next generation. So how can we 
do better? What are the strategies that will 
turn more hearts toward God?  

Remember we are loving and teaching 
people. We are looking for ways to in-
crease their learning. It’s ultimately not 
about the teacher, it’s about how our stu-
dents learn. If there is no learning it doesn’t 
matter what we teach. Learn to motivate, in-
spire and interest people in learning about 
God. Keep growing because they have to see 
Jesus in the teacher before they will listen.  

The Bible is an ancient document. The mes-
sage is separated by thousands of years and 
very different customs and cultures. We really 
need to consider the language differences 
and how language changes. Words change 
their meaning every few years and yet we 
cling to ecclesiastical sounding words that are 
simply not relevant today. Look for a meaning 
for meaning translation that will help young 
people comprehend the message. 

One recommended way to make Bible reading 
easier and more relevant is to try, The Daily 
Bible in Chronological Order by our brother, F. 
LaGard Smith.  Devotional commentary high-
lights historical and spiritual insights and helps 
readers grasp the context from creation to the 
Revelation of John.  

Jesus left his will.  He told us to teach. He said 
to make disciples and teach them to obey 
everything he commanded. There is no substi-
tute for serious Bible study in the home and in 
Bible classes. People do not “catch” Christian-
ity, they have to be taught. 

Elizabeth Brown 

 

 

 
 
 

Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applica ons accepted. 
Employment applica ons welcome. 

Applica ons and dona ons accepted online 
at 

www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  

Churches of Christ 

National Racial Unity Day 

Sunday, November 26, 2017 
 

CHRISTIANITY IS NOT CONTAGIOUS 
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION is a 97 page 8 1/2” x 11” full color book 

by Benton Baugh which includes many of the “impossible” ar cles in 

this newsle er plus discussions on  what impossible means, defini on 

of terms, what evolu onists are going to teach your kids, and answers 

for evolu onists.  Price: $30. 

WILL MAKE EXCELLENT 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR 

YOUR    

To order this book go to:  

h p://www.thebookpatch.com/Bookstore/Genre.aspx, click on 

Religion, then click on Religion and Science 

(All net proceeds go to Oklahoma Chris an University) 

HALLOWED BE THY NAME by Misti Stevens 

“Names are important in our culture. Families take great pains to name their children, often honoring previous 
relatives or friends who have made a difference in their lives. We even develop nicknames that express a per-
son’s character or the relationship we have with friends and family members, and we take great care when nam-
ing a child. It should be no surprise, then, that the names of God are 
just as important. Yet the Hebrew words for His names are most often 
just translated as “God” in English. Thus, we miss the fervor associated 
with each name unless we also happen to study the Hebrew text. 

In Hallowed Be Thy Name: The Psalms, author Misti Stevens invites 
believers to know God by all His names so that we too can forge a spe-
cial relationship with our Father in heaven. She offers a faithful transla-
tion and commentary of the book of Psalms, where God’s names ap-
pear over 1,200 times in distinct forms and with distinct meanings—the 
God of Jacob, Adonai, Yahweh, Elohim, the Mighty God, the Great I 
AM, and more. Through a simple presentation of the text of Psalms with 
the meanings of names substituted in, you will be given a rich, mean-
ingful look into who God is—and have the chance to draw closer to 
Him. 

We can hardly say we know someone if we don’t know them by name. 
So how well do you know God?”  

This book can be purchased at: 

h ps://www.westbowpress.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?

Book=764934  
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The earliest form of identification of people was 
surely facial recognition.  It was done by look-
ing in the Garden of Eden, and has been done 
ever since.  Today it is a hot topic because it is 
now being done by computer.  God has pro-
grammed people to be so different that this 
works, but it doesn’t rise to the level of impossi-
ble because it is just a variation.   

Other variations which show the design 
of being unique are ear shapes and the 
pattern in your retina.  There are sever-
al impossibles associated with vision 
and hearing, but after they are formed 
the change in shape is micro-evolution. 

Fingerprints are different.  The have the 
same unique variation, but they are not 
the variation on something that came in 
to existence for another purpose.  They 
are structures invented and designed 
for no other purpose.  This is illustrative 
of the micro-evolution and macro-
evolution distinction 
we have been talk-
ing about.   

One might consider 
the creation of the 
retina pattern in 
your eyes to be im-
possible, but we are 
only talking about a 
variation after they 
are created.  

Finger prints are solely for identification 
and had to be invented, programmed, 
and varied  specifically for that purpose.    

Since the late nineteenth century, finger-
print identification methods have been 
used by police agencies around the 
world to identify suspected criminals as 
well as the victims of crime.  That would 
make it convenient to say that God cre-
ated fingerprints at least 6000 years be-
fore their usefulness was seen.   Howev-

er, fingerprints have been found on ancient 
Babylonian clay tablets, seals, and pottery and 
on the walls of Egyptian tombs, and bricks and 
tiles of ancient Rome.   Fingerprints were used 
as signatures in Ancient Babylon in the second 
millennium BC. Before 851 BC an Arab mer-
chant in China witnessed Chinese merchants 
using fingerprints to authenticate loans.  By 

702 BC Japan 
allowed illit-
erate petition-
ers to sign di-
vorce petitions 
with a finger-
print.   

In 1788 the 
German anato-
mist Johann 
Mayer recog-
nized that fin-
gerprints are 

unique to each individual.  He may 
have been the first with this realization. 
The first fingerprint bureau in the world 
was in Calcutta, India in 1897. 

Gorillas, Chimpanzees, and Koala 
Bears also have fingerprints. 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLOUTION — FINGERPRINTS 

Fig. by David Wolfe 

Photo by Freddie 
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Vacationers 
 

As you travel this summer, you can be of 
assistance in local congregations in help-
ing them to understand how they are seen 

by potential visitors and prospects. 
 

On the occgthingtank.org website, Project 
Papers tab is a paper titled:  

MYSTERY GUEST PROGRAM 
 

This paper and the forms included will help 
you anonymously communicate with the 

congregation and improve their  
“curb appeal”. 

 
A project of the OC Church Growth Think Tank 

Www.occgthinktank.org 

 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 

PREACHING SPECIALISTS 

Congregations sometimes need fill-in preach-
ers and speakers with special subjects which 
are difficult for the local minister to become 
proficient in.   Following are a list of speakers 
with topics which may be of interest to you.   
Each of the speakers are known to us and reli-
ably present the Word.  

If any of the topics are interesting to you, con-
tact information is provided. Some speakers 
may require expenses and/or stipends.   

 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON 
CHURCH FAITHFULNESS 

 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON MAR-
RIAGE 

  Kent Allen, Oklahoma Christian University 
  405-315-3008 
 
 CROSSING THE LINE IN ADDICTION 
  Philip Bailey, Memorial Church of Christ,  
  Houston, TX, 713-304-0011 
  Pbailey@gpbaileyconsulting.com 
 
 GOD IS SCIENTIFIC 
 IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION 
 WHAT ATHEIST ARE GOING TO TELL 

YOUR CHILDREN, WITH ANSWERS 
  Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 
  Memorial church of Christ Houston, TX  
  713-419-8683 
  bbaugh@thearray.org 
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HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

When disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires 
and floods stroke, we can bring prepackaged food box-
es, personal hygiene boxes, infant care, cleaning sup-
plies, bottled water, clothing and other supplies to a lo-
cal Church of Christ congregation(s) serving that area. 

 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 
dsastrrlf@aol.com    www.disasterrelief.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 
Tomball, TX 

+1 ( 
832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  
 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost.  

 
Individual programs available for a fee. 

 
Programs 

The Grief Recovery Method: For all Grief Experiences 
When Children Grieve: Helps parents help children 

grieve 
Pet Loss:  Program specifically for the loss of a pet 

 
Also available for speaking to groups/

congrega ons about grief. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
Each Wed.    Northeast Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Darien Loop CofC, 7014  
   Darien St., Houston, 11:00—1:00, Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
   for more details  
 
 

2nd Tues. Northwest Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
  at the Ranchero King Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Houston, confirm with  
  Gerald Fruzia fruzia70@sbcglobal.net for info.  
 
11/26/17 Churches of Christ National Racial Unity Day, see page 1. 
 
 

8/2018 Greater Houston Area Campaign for Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
The Christian Array E-Magazine 

This e-magazine is sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this e-

magazine, send an e-mail to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that 
light, we would appreciate it if you would: 
1. forward the church member e-mail addresses  which you have, 
2. send the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have, and 
3. give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 


