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When the apostles were with Jesus, they 
knew he was special but it was difficult for 
them to comprehend how special he was.  
This is understandable as there was no prece-
dent for the Son of God to be walking among 
them as a mortal. 

After Jesus asked them to go prepare the 
Passover meal which we call the last supper, 
He broke the bread and gave them wine 
which he said was his body and blood which 
would be shed or poured out for many. He 
said do this in remembrance of Him.  Again, it 
would have been difficult for the Apostles to 
comprehend what he meant.  
 
Most likely even at this time, the Apostles 
still thought in humanly terms that Jesus 
was so powerful he would become an 
earthly king like David and restore the 
kingdom of Israel to its former glory.  The 
next day they learned better what he 
meant when he was crucified.  They 
learned even more the third day when he 
was resurrected, and 50 days later it be-
came very clear on the day of Pentecost 
when they received the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  

 
Continued on page 2 

HOW SHALL WE LIVE? 

Let us live by the Spirit, keeping in step with 
the Spirit.  Live wisely. Be very careful, then, 
how you live-not as unwise but as wise. Live a 
holy life.  Live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.   

Live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age. Our people must learn to de-
vote themselves to doing what is good, in or-
der to provide for urgent needs and not live 
unproductive lives.  Live honorably in every 
way.   

Live a life worthy of the Lord and please him 
in everyway; bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great en-
durance and patience, and joyfully giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
kingdom of light.  

Continued on page 3 

FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK 

NUMBER 111 NOVEMBER 2016 

OC LITERARY AND HYMN PILGRIMAGE 

MAY 15-27, 2017 

ENGLAND, WALES, AND SCOTLAND 

Tour guide is Dr. Jerry Rushford 

OC Grad and  Pepperdine Professor of  
Church History 

See attachment for more information 



 

2 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

Similarly, it is doubtful that they had any idea 
that they were not going to continue a good 
Sabbath following Jews by religion.  Sud-
denly events happened such that they were 
no longer Jewish by religion and were wor-
shiping on the first day of the week in a group 
which become to be called Christians.   

It is historically unquestioned that at the cruci-
fixion, they went from worshiping on the Sab-
bath to worshiping the first day of the 
week, but we actually only have 3 Biblical ref-
erences which discuss it. 

Those references are:  

Acts 2 Pentecost was 50 days after the Sat-
urday Passover Sabbath, making it on a Sun-
day.  Literally 
the first worship 
service of the 
Christian dis-
pensation was 
on a Sunday. 

Acts 
20:7 When 
Paul was in 
Troas, which is 
in present day 
western Turkey 
it says on the 
first day of the 
week, 
when we were 
gathered to-
gether to 

break bread, 
which meant to 
partake of the 
memorial feast 

Jesus instituted.  It was when Paul preached 
until midnight and Eutychus went to sleep and 
fell out of a window and died. 

I Cor. 16:1-2 “now concerning the collection 
for the saints, as I directed the churches 
of Galatia, so do you also.   On the first day of 
every week each one of you is to put aside 
and save, as he may prosper.” 

As we are in the churches of Christ which fol-
lows the general motto of “Speak where the 
Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bi-
ble is silent (A reasonable paraphrase of Rev. 
22:19-20), we follow the practices of weekly 
gathering together, weekly communion, and 
weekly giving as we have been prospered.  

FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, p. 2 
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HOW SHALL WE LIVE? FROM P. 1 
Live at peace with everyone. Live by faith and not 
by sight.  Make every effort to live in harmony with 
one another.  Remember that the righteous will 
live by faith.  

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone 
and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord. Live honorably in every way. Live in order to 
please God. 

Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
thought they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us. 

These are all words from Scripture.  You recognize 
them and can find them.  The main thing is that we 
listen to God’s instructions on how to live our lives. 

Elizabeth Brown , Texakana, TX 

 

 
FROM RANIER PODCAST #279 
 

THE EIGHT CAUSES OF CONCERN FOR BIBLE BELT CHURCHES ARE: 

1. They don’t recognize the decline in cultural Christianity. 

2. They have many “church rules.” 

3. They have leaders who have never led in a highly unchurched mission field. 

4. They confuse traditions with truth. 

5. They do outreach the way they’ve always done it. 

6. They have significant conflict due to frustration. 

7. They are very slow to respond. 

8.   They have significant facility challenges. 



 

4 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

“Platelets –or thrombocytes—ae the smallest cells 
in the blood.  They are fewer in number than red 
blood cells but greater in number than white blood 
cells.  Normally, there are approximately 300,000 
platelets in every cubic inch of human blood.  
Platelets are made in the red marrow of bone and 
lymph nodes and life for five to 10 days.” 
 
“Platelets are the ‘maintenance workers’ of the 
blood.  When thrombocytes touch the rough sur-
face of a torn blood vessel, they stick to it and 
each other.   Platelets release factors that form a 
thread-like substance (fibrin) which forms a clot.   
The clot hardens into a scab, which covers the 
breakage until the vessel heals.  Then the clot 
breaks off and dissolves in the blood.  Clotting is 
very important because without it, blood would 
continue to flow from the vessel like a leaky hose!  
Some people are missing some of the factors that 
produce the clot.  They are known as hemophili-
acs.  When they get cut, they may not be able to 
stop bleeding.” 
 
“When someone does not have enough platelets, 
this is know as thrombocytopenia.  This can cause 
a person to bleed excessively after an injury or 
surgery, because there aren’t enough cells to do 
the job.” 
 
“When someone has too many platelets, this is 
know as thrombocytosis.  It is often an temporary 
reaction to major trauma (like surgery), and will go 
away on its own.  A small percentage of people 
with thrombocytosis may make unnecessary clots, 
which can be very dangerous if they block im-
portant blood vessels.   If they block heart vessels, 
the can cause a heart attack.” 
 
The preceding quotations are parts taken from an  
internet article from the University of Wisconsin. 
 
What we have is very small cells which float 
around in your blood stream without sticking to 
each other, but when a cut occurs they know to 
stick together, stick to the would, and secrete a 
threadlike fibrin substance (Which it had to in-
vent?) to make a clot which is not dissolved in the 
blood.  Then when the cut is healed, it dissolves in 

the blood on an internal injury.  On an external 
injury it knows when to peel off. 
 
There is a density of platelets in your body.  If 
there are too few (and none would certainly be too 
few), you bleed to death.  If there are too many, it 
causes internal blood clots which can kill you.  No 
individual platelet could know or affect the  density 
in your blood stream.  Something someplace must 
detect the density and instruct the red bone mar-
row and/or lymph nodes to make more or less.  
We apparently don’t know how this happens, but 
evolutionists believe it could happen by accident.  
 
When enough cells got together to make a circula-
tory system, if it started to bleed without this capa-
bility, it simply bleed to death.  It did not have a 
million year to develop this capability by accident 
even if it was possible.  When the need for it 
arose, it simply died rather than evolving.  It is im-
possible to evolve something when you have only 
one chance to invent it.  Only God could invent it 
before the need. 
 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 
 
 

In the graphic, the small purple cells are platelets.  
They are smaller than the red blood cells shown 
around them. 

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #67: PLATELETS 
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THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
  

GOAL: Help the kingdom grow by encouraging  those without a neighborhood  
congregation to start one. 

 

PREMISE: The difficulty of doing personal evangelism is proportionate to the dis-
tance you are from your congregation. 

 

If you live far enough from your established congregation that it makes it difficult  
to do personal evangelism and would like to consider starting a new local  

autonomous scriptural congregation, let us know. 
 

We have experienced volunteers available to assist you in starting  
your new congregation or to discuss the possibility. 

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE: www.thecatalystinitiative.org 
 

Led By: 
Philip Bailey, 713-304-0011, pbailey@thecatalystinitiative.org 

Benton F. Baugh, 713-419-8683, bbaugh@thecatalystinitiative.org  
 

OCCG THINK THINK 
ELDER’S WORKSHOPS 

  

Members of the OCCG Think Tank would be pleased to come to your area  

and present our Elder’s Workshop with some of the information we have 

been studying and developing. 
 

Real and practical suggestions will be made on how to better engage your  

members in accomplishing our part of the Great Commission in our time. 
 

Workshops are formatted as: 

Area Wide Workshops meeting at the location of a host congregation, 

or Individual congregational workshops. 
 

If you would like to host a workshop for your area or would like one scheduled  for 
your congregation, go to the occgthinktank.org website, contact us tab, and send 

your information. 
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Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

info@nfbcoc.org 

 

Vacationers 
 

As you travel this summer, you can be of 
assistance in local congregations in help-
ing them to understand how they are seen 

by potential visitors and prospects. 
 

On the occgthingtank.org website, Project 
Papers tab is a paper titled:  

MYSTERY GUEST PROGRAM 
 

This paper and the forms included will help 
you anonymously communicate with the 

congregation and improve their  
“curb appeal”. 

 
A project of the OC Church Growth Think Tank 

Www.occgthinktank.org 

GREATER HOUSTON 
CAMPAIGN FOR CHRIST 

AUGUST 2018 
  

After a very successful 2016 Greater Houston 
Campaign for Christ, plans are underway for 

the sixth campaign in 2018. 
 

If you would like to be involved in the planning 
and operation of this Campaign, respond to 

bbaugh@thearray.org. 
 

We would also like to ask you to consider  
support for this work in your  

2017 and 2018 budgets. 
 

 
 
 

Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applica ons accepted. 
Employment applica ons welcome. 

Applica ons and dona ons accepted online 
at 

www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  
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HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

When disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires 
and floods stroke, we can bring prepackaged food box-
es, personal hygiene boxes, infant care, cleaning sup-
plies, bottled water, clothing and other supplies to a lo-
cal Church of Christ congregation(s) serving that area. 

 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 
dsastrrlf@aol.com    www.disasterrelief.org 

 
Jerry Heiderich: Director 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
 

311A East Calhoun Street 
El Campo, TX 77437 
Clinic 979-578-9091 
Cello 214-862-8964 

 
jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 
www.gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 
Tomball, TX 

+1 ( 
832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  
 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost. Next group 

starts Sept 11, 2016 at 4PM 
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

Programs 
The Grief Recovery Method: For all Grief Experiences 

When Children Grieve: Helps parents help children 
grieve 

Pet Loss:  Program specifically for the loss of a pet 
 

Also available for speaking to groups/
congrega ons about grief. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
Each Wed.    Northeast Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Darien Loop CofC, 7014  
   Darien St., Houston, 11:00—1:00, Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
   for more details  
 
 

2nd Tues. Northwest Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
  at the Ranchero King Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Houston, confirm with  
  Dale Foster at dalefost@gmail.com for info.  
 

5/15-27/17 OC LITERARY AND HYMN PILGRIMAGE TO  ENGLAND, SCOTLAND,  
  AND WALES (SEE ATTACHMENT) 
 

8/2018 Greater Houston Area Campaign for Christ 
 
 
    

 
The Christian Array E-Magazine 
This e-magazine is sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this e-
magazine, send an e-mail to bbaugh@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
bbaugh@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to bbaugh@thearray.org. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that 
light, we would appreciate it if you would: 
1. forward the church member e-mail addresses  which you have, 
2. send the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have, and 
3. give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 


