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PACIFISM 
NUMBER 105 March, 2016 

We were recently treated to a lesson on paci-
fism by a Sunday School teacher who had re-
cently been converted to that point of view.   
 
He gave appropriate verses in support of pac-
ifism including the beatitudes in Matthew 5, 
Jesus’ admonition to Peter when he cut the 
servant’s ear off, scriptures about treatment of 
enemies in Matthew and John, Hosea 2:16-19 
prophecies about abolishing war, and Isaiah 
2:3-4 prophecies about beating swords into 
plowshares.   
 
He fairly gave supporting verses for the other 
side including Luke 22:36-38 saying to buy a 
sword, Luke 14:31 discussing kings going to 
war, Paul in Romans 13:1-5 saying to not re-
sist authorities, Jesus commending the centu-
rion in Luke 7:6-9, the conversion of the cen-
turion in Acts 10 without calling for  him to 
step away from his occupation, and Luke 3:14 
where Jesus is telling soldiers to be good sol-
diers.   
 
He basically concluded with his verses sup-
porting both sides, saying one side was right.   
 
The primary class response was that if every-
one in the U.S. was a pacifist in WWII, we 
would now be speaking German, the Jewish 
race would be extinct, and there would be no  
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RALLY FOR GREATER HOUSTON  
CAMPAIGN FOR CHRIST 

 
Sunday, April 17 at 5:00 p.m., there is a Ral-
ly at South Union Church of Christ in support 
of the Campaign for Christ this Summer.   To 
get there you turn west off the South Free-
way (288) onto Holly Hall.  In 2 blocks you 
turn right and go about a block and it will be 
on the right.   
 
Come support this effort, bring your friends, 
and fellowship with your brothers and sisters. 
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PACIFISM P. 2 

pacifists as they would all be executed for not 
fighting for the cause. 
 
There is an interesting point about pacifism.  It 
generally means that you will not defend your-
self.  In this world we live in, if anyone effec-
tively communicates to the bad guys that you 
will not defend yourself or your property, they 
will simply take it.   
 
The reason this doesn’t happen is that there 
are other people around who feel compelled 
to defend you.  What this means is that 
any individual or group like the Quakers 
who want to be pacifists are dependent 
upon those around them to defend them.  
Pacifism is a luxury you can take only 
when in a civilized society which protects you. 
 
The actual question here is whether fighting in 
a war is a religious question.  In the Jewish 
dispensation, the Jews fought in many wars 
approved of by God.  God apparently believes 
in war.  The Jewish system was both a gov-
ernmental system and a religious system.  
Christianity is not a governmental system, it is 
only a religious system.   
 
That being said, the decision to go to war is a 
civil, governmental decision; it is not a reli-
gious decision.  If your government is en-
gaged in a just war, as WWII certainly was, it 
would mean that if you were subject to your 
civil authorities (Romans 13:1-5) you are go-
ing to assist in the war effort.   
 
How you act in war is certainly a religious 
issue  You may be in the position of having 
to shoot the enemy, but you cannot capture 
and torture them.  It is not appropriate to se-
lect verses out of the Bible to support or con-
demn going to war, it is not a religious issue. 
 

Benton F. Baugh 

How Shall We Live? 
 

Let us live by the Spirit, keeping in step with the 
Spirit.  Live wisely. Be very careful, then, how you 
live-not as unwise but as wise. Live a holy life.  
Live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.   
 
Live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
present age. Our people must learn to devote 
themselves to doing what is good, in order to pro-
vide for urgent needs and not live unproductive 

lives.  Live honorably in every way.   
Live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in 
everyway; bearing fruit in every good work, grow-
ing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and patience, 
and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the kingdom of light. 
 
Live at peace with everyone. Live by faith and not 
by sight.  Make every effort to live in harmony with 
one another.  Remember that the righteous will 
live by faith.  
 
Make every effort to live in peace with everyone 
and to be holy; without holiness no one will see 
the Lord. Live honorably in every way. Live in or-
der to please God. 
 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
thought they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us. 
 
These are all words from Scripture.  You recog-
nize them and can find them.  The main thing is 
that we listen to God’s instructions on how to live 
our lives. 

Elizabeth Brown  

GOING TO WAR IS NOT A RELIGIOUS 
ISSUE, IT IS A CIVIL ISSUE 
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READER COMMENTS 

RELIEF EFFORT IN DEWEYVILLE 
AND ORANGE 
 
I am asking that you spread the word about a 
great need in SE Texas. 
 
Our sister organization; The Churches Of Christ 
Disaster Response Team is coordinating the 
relief effort in Deweyville and Orange.  The are 
working with the 9th and Elm Church Of Christ 
in Orange.  They are in need of volunteers to 
serve meals, cleanup, rebuild and distribute 
supply's sent by the Churches Of Christ Disas-
ter Relief Effort. 
 
Brother Mark Cremeans with COCDRT says 
volunteers can sleep at the 9th and Elm build-
ing.  They have a shower trailer in the parking 
lot and they will feed volunteers.  They ask that 
folks who would like to help fill out their online 
volunteer form at: 
http://www.churchesofchristdrt.org/#!
volunteersignup/c1yzj 
 
Mark's number is: (937)308-0035 
 
We have sent three truckloads of food, cleaning 
supplies etc. and plan to send more as well as 
new beds, furniture and appliances.   
The need is great because almost every home 
flooded is uninsured.  I expect the active relief 
effort will continue through the end of May or 
later. 
 
Thank you 

Ken Leonard 
Associate Director Of Development 
The Churches Of Christ Disaster Relief Effort 
Inc.  Phone: (214)335-1112 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR SEEKERS 

We started a program called "Senior Seekers" 
about 20 years ago  and it's still going. Ours 
has not been very evangelistic but the one we 
copied from in Terre Haute, IN was very suc-
cessful. While we had 25 or so attending, they 
had over 200. The difference was the preacher 
and his support and encouragement. 

Here is our set-up. We meet on Thurs. at 11.00 
AM. People are encouraged to being things of 
interest. Hobbies, etc. One guy made excellent 
wooden ducts and brought them to display, 
painting, and needle work. ETC. 

At 11:30 our preacher came and gave a 15-20 
lesson. Prayer and welcome. The participants 
ate at 12:00. each paid for their own meal, 
(about $3.00) which some of our ladies cooked 
and selected. No expense to the fellowship. 

However, some great friendships that had nev-
er existed before, among our members, devel-
oped. We all enjoy our time together. Best 
wishes, 

Jimmie McGuire <agapejm33@gmail.com>  

The church of Christ in Westfield 
 

Homecoming Reunion 
and Gospel Meeting 

 

Sunday June 12 to Wednesday June 15 
 

Theme: Questions That Need Answering 
Now! Presented by David Wardrup 

 

Homecoming Sunday Dinner Following Mor-
ing Services 

 

1610 Westfield Loop, Houston TX 77073 
 

Contact: Steve Middleton, minister, 281-323-
3928, stevemgfts@gmail.com 
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #61: PARROT FISH 

“Although they typically are considered to be 
herbivores, parrotfish eat a wide variety of mi-
croscopic reef organisms, and they are not 
necessarily vegetari-
an. Species such as 
the green humphead 
parrotfish 
(Bolbometopon mu-
ricatum) include cor-
al (polyps) in their 
diets. Their feeding 
activity is important 
for the production 
and distribution of 
coral sands in the 
reef biome, and can 
prevent algae from 
choking coral. The teeth grow continuously, re-
placing material worn away by feeding. Their 
pharyngeal teeth grind up the coral and coral-
line algae the fish 
ingest during feed-
ing. After they di-
gest the edible 
portions from the 
rock, they excrete 
it as sand, helping 
to create small is-
lands and the 
sandy beaches of 
the Caribbean. 
The green 
humphead parrot-
fish can produce 90 kg (200 lb) of sand each 
year. Or, very averagely (as there are so many 
variables i.e. size/species/location/depth etc.), 
about 275 g per parrotfish per day. While feed-
ing, parrotfish must be cognizant of predation 
by one of their main predators, the lemon 
shark. On Caribbean coral reefs, parrotfish are 
important consumers of sponges. An indirect 
effect of parrotfish grazing on sponges is the 
protection of reef-building corals that would 

otherwise be overgrown by fast-growing 
sponge species.”  The previous paragraph was 
copied from Wikipedia. 

 
It is important to note 
that the sand on the 
sandy beaches of at 
least parts of the 
Caribbean is the 
hard stuff you would 
identify as sand.    
The Parrot Fish 
gnaw it off and 
poops it as sand on 
the ocean floor.  Can 
you imagine that a 
fish swam along and 

saw a structure as hard as beach sand and de-
cided to chew on it to get some algae in it.   
 

The first one that 
did this would soon 
be toothless, so a 
million years of 
evolution would not 
help him.  He had 
to change his na-
ture such that he 
would grow more 
teeth right now or it 
simply would not 
work. 
 

Apparently without the service, the coral reef 
would not survive a million years for the fish to 
evolve as algae and sponges would choke 
them out.   
 
The time to wait for evolution was not available 
to either of the parties to the mutually beneficial 
relationship.  An intelligent designer had to 
have designed this process. 

Benton F. Baugh 
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Many Eastern European administrators, librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible to their 
children will change the future of their country.  That is why the continue to ask EEM to put Bibles 

and biblical literature in their schools 
 

What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 for 
a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a child! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      MillionDolllarSunday.org 

 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to bbaugh@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
Each Wed. Northeast Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Darien Loop CofC, 7014  
   Darien St.  11:00—1:00, Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
   for more details  
 

2nd Tues. Northwest Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
  at the Ranchero King Buffet, 5900 N. Fwy., confirm with  
  Dale Foster at dalefost@gmail.com for info.  
 

4/23-4/24 Acapella Concert and Songfest, Bryan Church of Christ, see ad 
 

6/12-6/15 Homecoming and Gospel Meeting, Westfield, see ad. 
 

7/30  Elder’s Workshop and Church Growth Symposium, Corpus Christi, 
  TX, Arlington Heights 
 

8/20-21 Houston Area Campaign for Christ, UH Hofheinz Pavillion 
  See attachments for details 
 

8/27  Elder’s Workshop, Chickasha, OK, Southern Hills 
 
The Christian Array E-Magazine 
This e-magazine is sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this e-
magazine, send an e-mail to bbaugh@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
bbaugh@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that 
light, we would appreciate it if you would: 
1. forward the church member e-mail addresses  which you have, 
2. send the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have, and 
3. give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 


